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to keep the quality of these 

new editions as good as the 

original 16: why mess with 

success! Our committee is 

hard at work seeking advertis-

ers & sponsors to raise the 

necessary funds to keep the 

Gazette going. We will be 

looking for your assistance & 

were adamant this little paper 

was worth continuing. The 

Gazette will be published once 

a month for the next 6 months, 

until April 2010, when we will 

reassess the project. The paper 

will be published the third 

week of every month.  The 

Gazette Committee will strive 

When the Kinmount Gazette  

was launched in April, we 

(the 150th Committee) 

planned to run 16 editions. 

This is edition #16. But due 

to popular demand, the Com-

mittee has decided to con-

tinue the Gazette. The resi-

dents of Kinmount & area 

support. If you have any ideas 

or articles to submit, please 

feel free to contact one of the 

committee members. 

 

 

Top:  Kinmount Main Street in 1908.  

This picture was taken from the balcony 

of the Northern Hotel at the North Side 

of Monck Road (beside Community 

Centre) this hotel burned down in 1942;  

Bottom:  Town shot Thanksgiving Sat-

urday 2009 by Holly Lougheed at Har-

vest Homecoming , 101 years later.  

You can see the Railway Station in the 

background, along with the Icelandic 

Settlement.  The bridge is a pretty back-

drop and the flags are flying proudly on 

the beautiful day. 

The Kinmount Gazette Lives On 



Neighbours and Friends:  

fic was done by steamboat. 

However, the arrival of the 

Victoria Railway at Gelert in 

1878 led to the demise of the 

steamboat service as access by 

rail for Minden shifted east.  

A stage coach connected 

Mooreôs Falls with Norland 

and the railway at Coboconk. 

 

A sister community to 

Minerôs Bay is Mooreôs Falls. 

At this point on the Gull 

River, Gull Lake ends and the 

waters tumble into Mooreôs 

Lake. An early lumbermanôs 

dam & timber slide was built 

here to control water levels on 

Gull Lake. Mooreôs Falls 

could be access with Minden 

by water, and most early traf-
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Main Street Kinmount  
 

Kawartha Credit Union is a 
full-service financial  

institution with 19 branches 
in North and 

East-Central Ontario from 
Trenton to Parry Sound. 

 
 
 
 

ATM available 24 hours  

705-488-9963  

A number of farmers clustered 

in the Gull River Valley and 

along the Deep Bay Road. 

The site was an obvious na-

tive campgrounds, and numer-

ous artefacts were found along 

the falls. Thomas Leary ran an 

inn at the Falls and carried 

passengers down the Cameron 

Road to Norland. 
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The History of Minerôs Bay Lodge 

David Galloway patented the 

lot now currently the Minerôs 

Bay Lodge in 1881. He ran a 

sawmill and a general store to 

serve the local farmers & 

lumbermen then clustering 

around the east side of Gull 

Lake. The natural beauty of 

the little bay and Gull Lake in 

general., gave Galloway the 

idea of selling cottage lots 

about 1906. In 1911, he sold 

his operations to Hopkins & 

Marks from Kinmount, who 

seemed interested in starting a 

fledgling tourist resort. They 

rented the old farmhouse for 

$35 a season. In 1920, the 

Tracy family purchased the 

property, renamed it Bay 

View Hotel and seriously got 

into the resort business. 

 

The Traceys added cottages 

and built up the resort over the 

next 18 years. After World War 

I, tourism began to grow as city 

dwellers fled the urban con-

fines for the summer season. 

The lodge was expanded and 

cottages were built for the more 

independent campers. But dur-

ing the 1930s, a decline set in 

to the point where the operation 

was in danger of collapsing. 

The Tracy family were desper-

ate to sell, but during the De-

pression, buyers were scarce. 

 

Meanwhile down in the USA, 

fate was dealing a hand to an-

other family. The Wunker fam-

ily of Ohio was searching for 

their niche in life when they 

met Rev J Windsor, a Baptist 

minister familiar with the 

fishing delights of Gull Lake. 

The Wunkers were mesmer-

ized by the tales told of life at 

Minerôs Bay and decided re-

sort life in the Haliburton 

Highlands might be for them. 

To make a long story short, in 

1938 the Wunkers purchased 

Bay View Hotel and the rest 

is history. 

 

The boast the lodge could 

accommodate 100 guests 

aside; the Wunker family be-

gan a steady increase in the 

fortunes of the newly named 

Minerôs Bay Lodge. The first 

season, a weekôs accommoda-

tion with meals was $12.50. 

All the grocery boxes were 

saved in case an exodus back 

to the US was necessary after 

the first season. Capitalizing 

on gorgeous scenery and a 

solid reputation for quality 

service, the lodge grew & 

expanded until the claim for 

100 guests per week was a 

reality. 

 

One of the fascinating fea-

tures of the Lodge is the re-

peat clientele. Over 80% of 

the yearly visitors are return 

customers. The Lodge hon-

ours those families who have 

attended for up to 50 years! 

Some have been vacationing 

on the shores of Gull Lake for 

5 generations! There must be 

some magic on the shores of 

Gull Lake for such customer 

loyalty. 

 

Lights Across Canada 
Visit with Santa 

Join in the Lighting of the 

Community Tree 

Enjoy Hot Chocolate and 

Caroling 

 

Thursday, December 3rd 



Every community has its cul-

tural traditions, often unique 

to that society. Such is the 

phenomena of Deer Hunting 

Season in Ontario. In our ru-

ral area, there are other hunt-

ing seasons for waterfowl 

(ducks primarily), small game 

(partridge), turkeys and 

moose: all with different dates 

on the social calendar. But the 

deer hunt is the largest and 

most famous. In rural deer-

friendly areas like the Ottawa-

Huron Tract, deer season of-

ten sees a radical change in 

local habits. Many men (yes, 

it is primarily a male-sport) 

disappear for the hunt into 

remote camps. For many men, 

it is a holiday-time where they 

ñgo back to Natureò or touch 

base with their ancient hunter 

roots. 

 

The Deer Season occurs every 

year in the first 2 weeks of 

November. The origins of the 

deer hunt are clouded in the 

mists of time, but we can 

speculate on its history. Deer 

are the most plentiful of the 

ñbig gameò animals in our 

section of Ontario. It was not 

always so. Deer were rela-

tively rare in pre-settlement 

Ontario. White-tail deer are 

ófringeô dwellers who favour 

open areas such as fields & 

meadows that are bordered by 

forest or bush. In pre-

settlement Kinmount, the 

landscape was densely cov-

ered by thick forest: not ideal 

habitat. According to the ñold

-timersò, the few deer present 

were mostly a variety of mule 

deer. These members of the 

deer family were stockier and 

darker than their white-tail 

cousins, but put up some im-

pressive racks of antlers! 

Many of the current hunters 

still call the remnants of this 

breed ñswamp bucksò. 

 

The lumbermen and farmers 

gradually destroyed much of 

the deep forest and created 

large open spaces; ideal for 

fringe dwellers like the 

white-tailed deer. Mother 

Nature took her course and 

the white-tails multiplied in 

our area, submerging the 

previous species. Thanks to 

the new habitat, white-tail 

deer became so numerous, it 

was easy to add venison to 

the pioneer familyôs menu. 

In the pioneer era, no regula-

tions existed on seasons or 

limits. By 1900, a deer sea-

son was brought in and a 

limit of 2 deer per hunter 

established. An obvious 

move was the licence and 

game wardens were hired to 

enforce the game laws. As 

deer populations and habi-

tats changed, regulations 

were altered by the Ontario 

Department of Land & For-

ests, now called Ministry of 

Natural Resources. 

 

Over the years, an entire 

culture has grown up around 

the annual deer hunt. Per-

haps the most obvious part 

is the organization of hunt-

ing groups or camps. Most 

of these gangs have a dedi-

cated camp as the headquar-

ters of their hunt, usually 

placed in an out-of-the-way 

or remote location. The 

hunts themselves are usually 

organized with a planned 

series of ñwatchesò where 

the hunter awaits his prey. 

The deer are pushed by 

dogs, usually hounds. Each 

camp or gang has a specified 

area where they hunt; some-

times private land, some-

times Crown Land. The 

ñGentlemanôs Code of the 

The Deer Hunt, continued on page 4 
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Bushò forbids other hunters 

from infringing upon these 

territories, even if they are 

Crown Land. Most camps 

were set up as a lumber-

shanty style, no hydro, TV or 

other such modern distrac-

tions. 

 

The hunters are on their 

watches by daybreak. The 

hounds are released soon af-

ter, it being easier to track 

deer scent while the morning 

frost is still on the ground. 

Once a deer scent has been 

found, the hounds usually 

start to bay or tongue, alerting 

both prey and predators of the 

presence of white-tails. Deer 

are creatures of habit, fre-

quenting the same trails or 

runways, and when chased, 

flee along their favourite 

trails. The hunters are sta-

tioned at key spots on these 

runways to intercept the flee-

ing white-tails. Often the deer will 

flee to water to stop the scent trail 

and because wolves (and many 

dogs) refuse to get their feet wet! 

The hunters may stay at their 

watches until sundown, if they wish, 

but it is illegal to hunt in the dark! 

 

The deer hunt is in November be-

cause it helps thin out the deer herd 

before winter sets in. The weather is 

also cool enough to preserve the 

deer meat and there is enough frost 

to run the dogs. The leaves are also 

off the trees, but deep snow is not 

yet on the ground. Hunters are re-

quired by law to abide by a whole 

series of safety measures, including 

wearing ñhunter orangeò to identify 

themselves. Camouflage is not nec-

essary as deer are totally colour-

blind! All of Ontario is divided into 

zones, and different regulations ap-

ply to each zone. For example, the 

zones to the south of Kinmount of-

ten have a 1 week hunt, no dogs &  

Continued on page 4 

  
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

FRI N OVEMBER 6TH  

12 - 7 PM 

 SAT 7 TH  & SUN 8 TH  

10-5PM 
 

HANDMADE * FUNCTIONAL *  STONEWARE 

FOR EVERYDAY LIVING 

LOTS OF GIFT IDEAS 

WELCOME TO OUR HOME! 

 

121 S. of Kinmount 

to Crystal Lake Road then  

1 km to French Line. 

197 French Line 

 

Jamie & Bernie Nicholson 

705 488-2400 
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Kinmount Artisans  

 Marketplace  

 
Celebrating 10 years in 2009  

Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre,  

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

The Deer Hunt, continued from page 3 

òKozie Toesó 

Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 

The COOKIES ARE BACK! 

 

 

The Kinmount Sparks, Brown-

ies and Guides  are selling their 

Fall Minty Cookies 

 

Available from Sparks, Brown-

ies, Guides and Pathfinders and 

at J. Austin and Sons Castle 

Building Centre 

 

& shotguns only regulations. 

In recent years, bow-hunting 

has also gained in popularity. 

 

Deer populations can fluctu-

ate wildly based on winter 

severity or habitat destruction. 

For several years, the hunt 

was limited to one week due 

to scarcity of deer. Later, an 

antlerless law was enacted 

where you could only shoot 

bucks (males) unless the 

hunter had a doe tag. The 

number of these doe tags is 

regulated by the MNR and a 

lottery draw is held each sea-

son. The doe tag law is meant 

to protect the number of fe-

males & fawns, which as any 

hunter will tell, are easier to 

hunt! 

 

In modern times, many people 

criticize the deer hunt (or any 

other hunt) as a cruel, unnec-

essary & bloody sport. The 

deer are no longer required as 

a food source & it is more of 

a sport. But it is also a chance 

to thin-out deer populations. 

Over-population can often 

lead to starvation over the 

winter and to crop damage.  

For many hunters, the deer 

hunt is a holiday, a change of 

pace away from the modern 

world and going back to Na-

ture. Camaraderie and good 

times inspire most hunters to 

go hunting. 

Fred Dettmanôs Hunt Camp at Bass Lake circa 1910, left to right Billy Cobin, Smokey Bill 

Wright, George Dunbar, Fred Dettman, George Dettman 

nimrod  ï a rookie or inexperienced hunter 

watch ï a place where a hunter sits to hunt for 

deer 

runway ï a well-used deer trail 

dogging ï a hunter taking the hounds into the 

bush 

chase ï when the dogs scent & pursue a deer 

sneaker ï a deer who sneakers by a hunter 

quietly 

hot chase ï a deer being closely chased by 

hounds 

 

cold track ï a dog picking up a faint scent of 

a deer 

buck rub or paw ï signs a buck will leave to 

mark out his territory during the mating sea-

son 

rut ï mating season for deer in November 

pot hunter ï a solo hunter who has no camp 

affiliation 

road hunter ï a hunter who hunts along a 

road 

points ï the number of points or tips on a 

buckôs horns 

Hunting Glossary of Terms 



Glossary of Hunting Terms, cont. from page 4 
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J. AUSTIN & SONS LIMITED  
LUMBER FOR EVERY PURPOSE 

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO  
 

Office 705.488.2961  
1.877.488.2961  

Fax 705.488.3279  

 

 

Royal Canadian Legion  

John McGrath  

Branch 441  

Kinmount, Ontario  

705-488-3462 

We will remember them. 

The  

Kinmount Committee For  

Planning and Economic  

 Development  

Is a Proud Sponsor of 

the  

Kinmount 150th   

Anniversary Committee  

Explore our Heritage é  

Experience our Charm! 

Lights Across Canada  

 Dec. 3, 6:30 PM  

Santa Claus Parade  

Dec. 13, 2:00 PM  

Thank you to our  

Patrons 
Tabbed Tape Strip 
 Company 
The  Pearson Family 
Hugh Kylie 
Diane Haggert 
In memory of Norm Silver 
In memory of Joe Bowman 
Isabelle McKinnon 

Betty Scott 

In memory of  Arthur Owens 

In memory of Archie, Bruce, Joe, 

Peggy Ann and Andy     Bowman 

Joyce Strang 

June Sully 

T. T. LAND COMPANY INC.  

 

In memory of Herbert and Olive 

Wilson 

 

If you would like to support the Gazette as a 

patron, please send your donation to Kinmount 

Gazette, Advertising & Finance, c/o Yvette 

Brauer, P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 

2A0.  Cheques should be made payable to 

K.C.P.E.D.  

Y horn ï a one year old buck 

yearling ï a one year old doe 

camp ï the hunterôs base: also called a shanty 

stalking ï the hunter moves slowly through the bush looking for 

deer 

blind ï a camoflagued watch 

tree-stand ï self explanatory watch 

jack-lighting ï hunting after dark with a light. itôs illegal! 

buck fever ï a panic that sets in when a deer is spotted. It usually 

involves a missed shot & teasing! 

Left:  Bar Room in the Northern Ho-

tel, note the Innkeeper, Jim Scott in 

the mirror, 1900; Bottom:  a shooting 

match between the Haliburton and 

Kinmount Rifle Clubs in 1885.      

Kinmount won!  This was thanks to a 

perfect score by the famous Bill Dun-

bar 


