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didnôt help that a ñmother-

lodeò of ore was elusive as 

well. 

 

Seeking new investors, the 

foreman of the mine (whose 

name will remain anonymous), 

invited several Toronto inves-

tors for an inspection. Worried 

about the quality of the 

Somerville lead, he 

ñimportedò several barrels of 

high quality ore from the Gal-

way Mine & planted the rocks. 

Despite smuggling lead across 

the county line, the Somerville 

Mine was closed in 1935, and 

like its Galway counterpart, 

slowly went back to Nature. 

Maybe someday, the demand 

for lead will be there and Ga-

lena Hill will once again ring 

to the sounds of mining! 

the site for many years. Even-

tually Mother Nature re-

claimed the mine site and soon 

nothing remained but the shaft 

and a few rusting pieces of 

machinery. 

 

The spike in lead prices after 

1900 led to a second mine 

being opened on the same  

ridge, across the Bobcaygeon 

Road on Lot 2, Concession 5 

of Somerville Township. The 

Somerville Lead Mines began 

as an open pit mine, but soon a 

100ô shaft was sunk with a 

120ô drift to follow a major 

vein of lead. However, the 

dreaded ñfinancial difficul-

tiesò, a disease that plagued all 

mines in the Kinmount area, 

eventually bit the Somerville 

Lead Mine too. A price crash 

for lead ore led to suspension 

of operations after 1920. It 

Just south of Union Creek at 

the junction of City Road 49 

(formerly County Road 649) 

& 121 lies the ñghostò com-

munity of Galena Hill. Ga-

lena is a term for sulphide of 

lead ore. As early as 1863, 

lead was located along the 

ridge just south of the Union 

Creek on Lot 20, Concession 

A of Galway Township. A 

Peterborough mining specu-

lator named Henry Calcutt 

formed the Galway Mining 

Co and began operations in 

1867. A 100 ft shaft was 

sunk & a series of buildings 

dotted the mine site. Silver 

was the main target, its price 

being $20 an ounce, much 

higher than the more plenti-

ful lead. Neither mineral was 

found in commercial quanti-

ties and the mine operated 

sporadically for several dec-

ades. In 1898 the mine site 

was purchased for back taxes 

by a Mr Burnham, also from 

Peterborough. 

 

In 1900, a spike in the price 

of lead ore led to another 

mining rush at Galena Hill. 

The shaft was reopened, new, 

modern equipment brought 

in and a crushing mill built. 

The ore was cadged by horse 

& wagon to the nearest rail-

head, in this case Burnt 

River. The mines contin-

ued ,again sporadically until 

the end of World War I when 

they closed for good. But the 

company did not give up 

hope and kept a caretaker on 

The lead mine at Galena Hill 

on the Somerville Side of the 

Road. 



Neighbours and Friends:  

had a rival for township centre 

status. Elliott Falls, a mile 

north on the same Gull River, 

also had an excellent mill site, 

access on the Cameron Road 

and a small business commu-

nity. It was a toss-up until the 

arrival of the Monck Road 

(highway #503/County Road 

45) passed through Norland. 

The Elliott Falls community 

eventually vanished and Nor-

land became the ñcentreò for 

the area. 

 

While Norland had 2 of 3 key 

ingredients for a successful 

pioneer community (major 

waterway + road junction), it 

lacked the third key ingredi-

ent: a railway. For a town 

relying heavily on lumber 

mills, this was fatal for pros-

perity. The big Norland saw-

mill was in constant financial 

difficulties. From 1861 to 

1873, each year saw a differ-

ent ñmanagerò running the 

mill. In 1873, S E Pettigrew 

tried his hand. In 1876 a To-

ronto law firm bought the mill 

after loan default. The mill 

changed hands 7 times until it 

was simply dismantled in 

1892! Every owner/leasor lost 

money! The reason was sim-

ple: Norland lacked access to 

outside markets ie) a railway. 

Smaller mills came & went 

over the years, with the last 

mill ( a subsidiary of J.Austin 

& Son of Kinmount) ceasing 

operation in 1954. 

 

Despite the sporadic nature of 

the lumber business, Norland 

did develop as a major centre. 

It contained a grist mill, town-

ship office, business sector, 

blacksmith, agricultural soci-

ety, school, 2 churches and 

other trappings or urban, 

backwoods life such as an 

 

One township west of Kin-

mount on the Gull River, lays 

the village of Norland. The 

Gull River system drains the 

western half of Haliburton 

County & is a major water-

way. Norland is historically 

tied closely to Coboconk and 

Fenelon Falls. Like most vil-

lage sites in our area, Norland 

was the site of a major water-

fall & thus a mill site for the 

first pioneer entrepreneurs. 

Coboconk had a sawmill by 

1855, and AA McLauchlin 

began a mill at Norland by 

1858. The Gull River was a 

major log-driving route, and 

made water access practical 

from both Cameron Lake and 

points north. 

 

McLauchlinôs mill was ready 

by 1861, but he had to await 

the arrival of the Cameron 

Colonization Road, which 

reached Norland in 1861 to 

cadge in his machinery. The 

first sawmill effectively 

blocked log drives on the Gull 

River, a big mistake! After 

legal wrangling, MClauchlin 

was forced to move his mill 

from its position right over 

the river to the west bank & 

install a timber slide for in-

tinerent log drives. The post 

office was officially opened 

on July 1, 1859. Originally 

called ñMcLauchlinôs Millsò, 

the first postmaster 

(McLauchlin himself!) chose 

the name ñNordlandò for the 

new community. A copy error 

by an anonymous postal clerk 

led to the ñdò being left out, 

and Norland was born. The 

name came from the fact it 

was so far ñnorthò of the other 

settlements. 

 

In the pioneer era, Norland 
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Orange Lodge, Order of For-

resters Lodge, Horticultural 

Society, Womanôs Institute, 

library, telephone company, 

waterworks and even a militia 

company! The village served 

as a shopping centre for a 

large area, especially along 

the Monck Road to the west. 

 

This past year, Norland also 

celebrated its 150th anniver-

sary. A huge parade high-

lighted the weekend celebra-

tions. Today Norland is still a 

busy crossroads village, as 

any traveller on summer 

weekends will testify! 
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Main Street Kinmount  

 
Kawartha Credit Union is a 

full-service financial  
institution with  
19 branches 
 in North and 

East-Central Ontario  
from Trenton  

to  
Parry Sound. 

 
 

ATM available 24 hours  

705-488-9963  

A very busy intersection at 

Hwy 35 and County Road 45 circa 1910 

Donõt Forget to Shop Locally! 
 

The Kinmount and Area 
Artisans Marketplace  

is open  
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

 10 AM- 4 PM 
Until December 14th 

& Every Day 
 from Dec. 14th- 24th 

 
Shop tax free for the 
Month of December! 



 

A Christmas tradition in Kin-

mount is the annual Santa 

Claus Parade. The parade is 

usually held the second Sun-

day of December (Dec 13 at 

2:00 PM this year) and starts 

at Tim-Br Mart, parades down 

the Main Street & up the Hill 

to the Legion. 

 

Santa Claus Parades are a 

rather new tradition. The lar-

ger cities have sponsored 

them for years, but they have 

spread to the smaller centres 

in the last 25 years. 

 

The first Santa Claus Parades 

in Kinmount were in the 

1960s. They were organized 

by the first Lions Club, but 

died out with the demise of 

the club sometime before 

1970. In 1988  interested resi-

dents reorganized the Parade. 

The first parade featured ap-

proximately 15 floats + the 

marching students of the 

Kinmount Public School. It 

was an ñOlympic 

yearò (Calgary Winter 

Olympics) and the students 

dressed as athletes from 

other countries. It was a 

huge success and the town 

has continued the tradition 

right up to the next Cana-

dian Olympic Year (2010) 

when Vancouver will hold 

Canadaôs next Olympics. 

 

As with any outside event 

this time of year, the 

weather is unpredictable. It 

can be sunny or a blizzard & 

the Kinmount Santa Claus 

Parade has seen both ex-

tremes! But it always puts 

the village in the mood. Kin-

mount is the last community 

to hold its parade, but the 

lateness seems to add to the 

mood of the holiday season. 

Santa Claus Parade 

Kinmount Gazette 
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History of Christmas Trees in Canada 

It is believed the first practice of 

decorating a Christmas tree origi-

nated in Germany in the 16th cen-

tury.  The first documented Christ-

mas tree in Canada was set up in 

Sorel, Quebec in 1781 by Baron 

Friederick von Riedesel. The baron, 

who was born in Germany, selected 

a handsome balsam fir from the for-

ests that surrounded his home and 

decorated it with white candles.  The 

next recorded use of a Christmas 

tree in Canada appears in Halifax in 

1846, when William Pryor, a local 

merchant, cut down an evergreen 

and decorated it with glass orna-

ments imported from Germany to 

please his German wife.  In 1843, 

their popularity in Britain exploded 

after Dickens' publication of "A 

Christmas Carol" which featured a 

Christmas tree. The custom gradu-

ally spread in Canada as German 

and British pioneers settled through-

out the growing nation.  

 

Christmas in Canada, in the 1800ôs 

was often a rough and ready affair. 

Due to lack of space in the first pio-

neer homes Christmas trees were 

usually a rarity.  As homes became 

more robust the tradition of deco-

rated Christmas trees exploded - the 

larger the tree the more affluent the 

family.   

 

In Canada today, the tradition of the 

natural Christmas tree is still very 

much alive. Balsam tree farming is 

expanding rapidly. Each year, more 

than a million of these trees are cut 

and tens of thousands are exported 

to the United States, Mexico, Vene-

zuela and even as far away as Ger-

many. Today many of us still delight 

in selecting a natural tree but for 

others this process is as simple as 

bringing the artificial tree out of 

storage.  Either way, as it has for 

centuries, the evergreen symbolizes 

belief in renewed life, hope and 

faith. It is a symbol of joy and de-

light to all.  

Experience joy and delight at Kin-

mountôs ñLights Across Canadaò 

celebration at the Town Tree Light-

ing Ceremony Dec. 3, 7:00 p.m. at 

Kinmount Railway Station.  This 

year, Barb & Kevin Hill who usu-

ally donate a cut tree for this cele-

bration, are 

donating a 

tree for plant-

ing as a sym-

bolic gesture 

to commemo-

rate Kin-

mountôs 150th 

Anniversary.  

Top:  Children 

love to partici-

pate in the an-

nual parade; 

bottom:  The 

three Scott gals 

and their horses 

are an annual 

fixture in the 

parade. 
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Somerville Lodge #451 AF & AM 

The COOKIES ARE BACK! 

 

The Kinmount Sparks, Brownies 

and Guides  are selling their Fall 

Minty Cookies 

 

Available from Sparks, Brownies, 

Guides and Pathfinders and at J. 

Austin and Sons Castle Building 

Centre 

 

The history of the Masonic 

Lodge and Freemasonry goes 

far back to King Soloman and 

the biblical times. In the 

1600s, the Freemasons move-

ment was resurrected in Brit-

ain. Masonic institutions natu-

rally followed British settlers 

to their new homes in the 

Americas. Soon lodges were 

springing up all over Ontario. 

 

Freemasonry is a fraternal 

organization which promotes 

fellowship, citizenship and 

self improvement among its 

members. Its members span 

many religions, ethnic groups 

& continents. There are Ma-

sonic lodges in almost every 

country in the world. Perhaps 

Masons are most visible at 

Masonic parades & funerals. 

The movement does not seek 

attention, but rather encour-

ages its members to be good 

citizens within the commu-

nity. 

 

Somerville Lodge #451 was 

established in Kinmount in 

1901. Previously, Freemasons 

had attended lodges else-

where, usually travelling by 

train. The first meeting hall 

was a room upstairs in the 

Hopkins & Marks store. In 

1910, Somerville Lodge 

moved across the street to the 

old Bowie Hotel, then owned 

by Fred Train. Again, an up-

stairs room was utilized. But 

more permanent quarters were 

desired and in 1915, the old 

Baptist Church on the corner 

of Crego & Dixon Streets 

became available. The con-

gregation was dissolving, and 

this historic structure, built in 

1886, was a perfect fit for the 

Order. 

 

The local Freemasons meet 

one night a month. In the days 

before motor cars, travel at 

night was difficult by horse & 

wagon (or cutter in winter), so 

the lodge meetings were al-

ways scheduled on nights 

with a full moon. Every now 

& then, the month had 2 full 

moons (hence the term once 

in a blue moon) and the 

ghostly wagons travelled the 

roads twice in one month. 

 

Kinmount is a rather small 

community to host a branch 

of the Masonic movement, 

and the numbers were never 

large. In the 1930s, the mem-

bership declined dramatically, 

but the Lodge stayed open. 

Today, Somerville Lodge is 

one of the 3 smallest Lodges 

in Ontario, with less than 30 

members. But what they lack 

in numbers, they compensate 

with by enthusiasm and 

Somerville Lodge #451 con-

tinues! 

 

 

òKozie Toesó 

Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinmount Artisans  

 Marketplace  

 
Celebrating 10 years in 2009  

Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre,  

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

Left and Below Right:  

Pictures taken inside of the 

Somerville Lodge, #451; Be-

low left, the national symbol 

of the Free Masons in 

Canada. 



History of the Militia  
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The  

Kinmount Committee For  

Planning and Economic  

 Development  

Is a Proud Sponsor of 

the  

Kinmount Gazette  

 

Explore our Heritage é  

Experience our Charm! 

 

Lights Across Canada  

 Dec. 3, 6:30 PM  

Train Station  

Santa Claus Parade  

Dec. 13, 2:00 PM  

Main Street  

One of the forgotten pages of 

local history is the story of the 

Canadian militia. Militia units 

of part-time soldiers have 

been a part of Ontario history 

since the late 1700s. They 

were designed for purely local 

defence, the ñenemyò 

throughout our history being 

our neighbours to the south: 

the USA. Today it is difficult 

to imagine our southern 

friends & neighbours being a 

ñthreatò to Canada, but until 

WWI, many Americans be-

lieved in a policy called 

ñManifest Destinyò. This pol-

icy dictated the USA was 

destined to control all of 

North America: and that in-

cluded Canada! This threat of 

American annexation was a 

contributing factor to Confed-

eration and the founding of 

Canada. 

 

To counter this threat, Cana-

dians of course relied on the 

British Army. But it was also 

realized we had to be respon-

 

Royal Canadian Legion  

John McGrath  

Branch 441  

Kinmount, Ontario  

705-488-3462 

We will remember them. 

 

Thank You To Our Volume 2 

Patrons 

 

a Diane Haggert 

 

Would You Like to be a Pa-

tron? 

 
If you would like to support the Ga-

zette Volume 2 as a patron, please 

send your donation to Kinmount Ga-

zette, Advertising & Finance, c/o 

Yvette Brauer, P.O. Box 17, Kin-

mount, On  K0M 2A0 

(hgbrauer@sympatico.ca).  

Cheques should be made payable to 

K.C.P.E.D.    

sible ourselves, and thus a 

complex militia system was a 

part in Canadian history. Ca-

nadian militia soldiers served 

with distinction in the famous 

War of 1812, the Rebellion of 

1837, Fenian Raids (1866-

1870), and the Northwest 

Rebellions (1870 & 1885). 

And when overseas service 

was required, they volun-

teered in droves to serve their 

country in the Boer War 

(1899-1902), both World 

Wars & the Korean War. 

 

Militia regiments were organ-

ized along county lines. Vic-

toria County was originally 

part of the Durham County 

Militia, but in 1897, the 45th 

Militia Regiment was active 

exclusively in Victoria 

County. It contained 6 com-

panies organized thusly: 

#1 ï Cameron   #5 - Janetville 

#2 & #3 ï Lindsay  

#6 - Woodville 

#4 ï Omemee 

Company #5 was later moved 

to Fenelon Falls & in 1905 to 

Norland. Most of the men in 

this company hailed from the 

northern ñback townshipsò 

and Norland was considered 

central. Quite a few Kin-

mount men were members, 

including Lt. Alex Morrison. 

 

The militia met frequently 

throughout the year for train-

ing. But the highlight of the 

years was ñsummer campò a 

two week training stint usu-

ally held in Kingston. It was 

the vacation for the part-time 

soldiers in the era before va-

cations were common. The 

outbreak of war in 1914 led to 

many of the militia volunteer-

ing for overseas service. The 

largest single contingent went 

overseas as part of the 109th 

Battalion  in 1916. After 

WWI, the Norland company 

was disbanded, but the 45th 

Regiment continued to be 

based in Lindsay. 

E Company 45th Militia Regiment based in Norland, 

ON.  On summer manoeuvres at Kingston 1907.  It was 

composed of men from northern Victoria County in-

cluding Kinmount.  It remains in Lindsay today as the 

Midland Regiment. 



Remembrance Day 2009 Photo Essay 
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Clockwise 

from top 

left: 

Sparks 

and 

Brownies 

hold their 

banner; 

MP Barry 

Devolin 

lays the 

Govern-

ment of 

Canada 

wreath; 

Branch 

441 Col-

our Party 

march off; 

a soldier 

in Afgani-

stan lays a  

wreath; 

wreaths in 

Ottawa 

from for-

eign na-

tions; 

wreaths in 

Kinmount 


