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wide. Tornadoes may ñskipò 

frequently which means the 

downspout only touches down 

to the ground at irregular inter-

vals. For example, the tornado 

may touch down for 1 mile, 

then skip for several miles 

before touching down again. 

The maximum path is 100 

miles. After that distance, the 

funnel cloud is gone & the air 

pressure has dropped or the 

bathtub has emptied! Torna-

does certainly have narrow 

paths & limited destructive 

ranges. But the damage within 

these zones can be intensive! 

The 2006 Tornado Season was 

a very active one in North 

America, with 1,106 tornadoes 

confirmed across the conti-

nent. Perfect weather condi-

tions spawned a whole series  
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level & begins to rise. It is 

held down by the cold Arctic 

air until it finds a hole in the 

cold air mass. Once a hole has 

been punched in the cold air, 

the pressurized warm air 

rushes to the hole. It is almost 

like emptying a bathtub in 

reverse as the warm air is 

sucked upwards through the 

hole (drain) in the cold air. 

Since the air masses are con-

stantly moving, this vortex 

keeps moving & sucks up not 

only air, but any items that get 

in its way! Trees, homes, even 

cars & heavy objects are 

sucked upwards into the vor-

tex.  

Tornadoes are interesting crea-

tures. They travel at speeds of 

less than 100 miles per hour 

and the actual spout is often 

narrow: between 50-250 feet 

When you hear the word 

ñtornadoò, the famous 

ñTornado Alleyò of the 

American Midwest comes to 

mind. Famous tornado mov-

ies include ñTwisterò & even 

ñThe Wizard of Ozò. But 

tornadoes can happen almost 

anywhere in North America, 

and Ontario has seen its 

share of tornadoes over the 

years. Even central Ontario 

has its tornado history. On 

August 2, 2006, a series of 

violent tornadoes rocked our 

little corner of Ontario. 

Tornadoes are caused when 

warm air & cold air collide. 

The warm air, in our case 

moving north from the Gulf 

of Mexico, collides with cold 

Arctic air coming from the 

Canadian Arctic. The warm 

air is further heated at ground 

Remembering the Great Tornado of 2006 

From left:  Moonlight 

Mania hit the Main-

street;  Rick Fines and 

his band delighted the 

crowd at Music in the 

Park 
Heritage Week Events: A GREAT Success 



would arrive just before train 

time to do business. The sta-

tion was a waiting room with 

a platform. A quarter-mile 

railway siding could accom-

modate 6-8 rail cars which 

were loaded with wood prod-

ucts. A sawmill on the Burnt 

River was the only industry, 

but local farmers sold wood 

products to the Chemical plant 

at Donald or abroad. Local 

farmers also shipped cattle & 

milk to outside markets, and 

in later years, cattle were 

brought to Lochlin for sum-

mer pasture. As was the case 

all over the area, abandoned 

farms were often used by big-

ger farmers down south as 

summer pasture. Cattle could 

be shipped by rail north for 

the season and returned by rail 

to their winter homes. 

Many of the early settlers to 

the area came from Prince 

Edward County in southern 

Ontario, and many also were 

descendents of Loyalist Pio-

neers. Lochlin also had road 

access with the Bobcaygeon 

Road via the Lower Dutch 

Line and Gelert Road. But it 

was the railway that made 

Lochlin a prosperous little 

village with a least 1 general 

store, a church & a school. 

But after a period of prosper-

ity, the fortunes of the com-

Eastern Snowdon Township 

contained some of the best 

farmland in Haliburton 

County , and that is not saying 

much! The valley of the Burnt 

River was claimed in the 

1870s & 1880s by pioneer 

farmers on the hunt for new 

farms. But it very isolation 

caused the area to languish 

until the arrival of the Victo-

ria Railway in the late 1870s. 

As the railway pushed from 

Kinmount to Haliburton, sev-

eral new stations appeared at 

regular intervals along the 

line. These included Gelert, 

Lochlin & Donald. Gelert was 

originally called Minden Sta-

tion for it was the nearest 

train station to that village. 

The next stop up the line was 

Lochlin, which was originally 

called ñlittle Egyptò for some 

long-lost reason. The arrival 

of the railway led to the title 

ñIngoldsby Stationò before 

the name Lochlin was se-

lected. In Scottish mythology, 

Lochlin was a village in the 

Highlands of Scotland. A 

fairy tale about the 3 daugh-

ters of the King of Lochlin 

was in common usage among 

the Scottish Highlanders. Evi-

dently 3 giants abducted the 3 

princesses & the fairy tale 

tells the long story of their 

rescue.  

Lochlin never was a 

ñmannedò station with a full 

time agent. A part-time agent 
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munity slipped into decline. 

The lumber industry was ex-

hausted and likewise the agri-

cultural sector declined due to 

soil exhaustion, opening of 

Western Canada and changing 

economies. The population of 

the entire area declined and 

eventually the mill, the store 

and the store all closed down. 

Today Lochlin is a quiet com-

munity along the banks of the 

Burnt River & the Railway 

corridor. 

 

Top Right:  Ritchie 

Falls on the Centre 

Branch of the Burnt 

River; Below:  The 

Lochlin United Church 

in Lochlin 
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