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CHRISTMAS IN THE VILLAGE DEC. 2 – DEC. 4 

Hear ye! Hear ye! Come one, come all!  You are cordially 

invited to get your Christmas spirit flowing at the first annual 

Christmas in the Village Festival.  This year a new Kinmount 

tradition replaces the Santa Claus Parade.  Partnered with 

some long standing Kinmount traditions, Christmas in the 

Village brings a trio of back to back events with prizes galore 

to add to your Christmas merriment.  Enter the Decorating 

Contest, The 12 Questions of Christmas in the Village Contest 

and Find the Hidden Kinny Elves Hunt.  For contest details 

see page 3. 

 

Thursday, Dec. 2, Lights Across Canada 

6:30 p.m. at Kinmount Railway Station 
Kinmount unites in goodwill with towns across Canada through a ribbon of lights. 

Share festive fellowship. 

Witness the tree lighting ceremony. 

Stay cozy by the bonfire with hot chocolate or hot apple cider & sweets. 

Visit Kinmount Model Railway. 

Free photos with Santa inside the Railway Station.  

Bring answers to The 12 Questions of Christmas in the Village Contest for a chance to win a Christmas Basket. 

 

Christmas Music Night Friday, Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m. at Kinmount Community Centre 
Enjoy fellowship & live Christmas music by Haliburton Highlands Youth Choir.  

Delicious desserts. 

Christmas Loonie Auction. 

Bring your loonies!  Tickets $10.  For advance tickets call 705-488-2635. 

 

Christmas in the Village Finale Saturday, Dec. 4 
8:00  - 10:30 a.m. Pancake Breakfast with Santa at Kinmount Community Centre. Country Raffle & Door Prize. 

 

10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Christmas Stories & Activities at Kinmount Public Library. 

 

11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Carollers, Clowns and Sparky the Fire Dog roam Main Street.  

Check out the variety of Business Specials.  

Horse drawn wagon rides around town by Mash Hill Carriages.   

Pony rides at Kinmount Railway Station.   

Olde-fashioned Crafts & Activities for kids at Kinmount Community Centre.   

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace offers a special something for kids.   

Bring Santa letters to Kinmount Post Office to drop in the Santa Letters Box.  

 

2:00 p.m. Meet Santa at the Post Office & follow him to Kinmount Legion for a visit & free family lunch.  

Kids 10 & under receive a gift. 

NEIGHBOURS AND FRIENDS 2 

WILDLIFE IN KINMOUNT 5 

KINMOUNT KIDS  9 

WWII VETS REMEMBERED 10 

THE HOT STOVE 11 

  

EDITORIAL 19 

Inside this issue: 



of the local settlers, although 

some pioneer “rock farmers” 

begged to differ! Besides the 

brisk trade in forest products, 

Wilberforce also contained a 

cheese factory and served as a 

shipping point for other agri-

cultural products. 

Monmouth & Cardiff Town-

ships, while still part of Hali-

burton County, were a long 

way from the county office in 

Minden. In the days before 

modern automobile transpor-

tation, it was quite a journey 

to county council meetings for 

the Eastern Reeves. To attend 

these meetings, the Reeve of 

Cardiff Township (who lived 

close to Bancroft!), would 

take 8 days to attend such 

meetings in the days of horse 

& buggy. Day 1 he made it as 

far as Wilberforce, day 2 – 

Haliburton, day 3 Minden. 

Two days of meetings fol-

lowed by the return trip gob-

bling up the whole 8 days!  It 

was no wonder residents in 

the Eastern section of Halibur-

The largest village in Mon-

mouth Township & the newly 

amalgamated Municipality of 

Highlands East is Wilber-

force. The village is named 

after William Wilberforce, a 

leading figure in the abolition 

of the slave trade in the Brit-

ish Empire. William Wilber-

force was a legend among 

abolitionists & freedom lovers 

in the English speaking world. 

The first Wilberforce was 

originally the now ghost town 

of South Wilberforce. The 

arrival of the IB&O Railway 

in the 1890s cemented the 

current village (sometimes 

called North Wilberforce) as 

the permanent village site. 

Railway access allowed for an 

industrial base. Several saw-

mills located along the shores 

of Poverty Lake. The lake 

was christened by a group of 

early hunters who ran out of 

food during the hunt & ran 

out of luck “catching” local 

game. The name had nothing 

to do with the economic state 
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ton County often looked to 

Bancroft! 

When many of the other ham-

lets in the area declined into 

ghost town status, Wilberforce 

still survived and even pros-

pered. Thanks to its rail links, 

it became the local trans-

portation & communica-

tion hub. Schools, stores, 

mills & even the local 

Outpost Hospital lured 

locals to Wilberforce. 

Eventually it contained 

such services as the 

Township arena, fair 

Kinmount Gazette 

Friends and Neighbours:   Wilberforce 

grounds, church, school 

and even the liquor store! 

Today Wilberforce re-

mains a bustling commu-

nity that acts as a centre 

for a larger surrounding 

community. 

The Outpost Hospital 

Wilberforce is the home of a 

unique museum: the Red 

Cross Outpost Hospital. The 

story of this operation dates 

back to 1922. A local resident 

of the area, Alfred Schofield, 

became concerned about the 

lack of primary medical care 

in his remote community. The 

nearest doctors were at Hali-

burton or Kinmount: a long 

trip that often had fatal results 

for the desperate local resi-

dents. Schofield was particu-

larly upset by the number of 

young mothers who died in 

childbirth because no medical 

service was readily available. 

Schofield was involved with 

the Salvation Army & Chil-

dren’s Aid Services and used 

his connections to attract at-

tention to Wilberforce’s 

plight. When World War I 

ended, the Canadian Red 

Cross had a large surplus of 

money raised during the war 

left over. He suggested the 

Red Cross spend this windfall 

to help underprivileged areas 

such as Haliburton County. 

The result was 3 “outpost 

Hospitals” in Minden, Hali-

burton & Wilberforce.  

These hospitals would contain 

a registered nurse, but no doc-

tor (they were scarce back 

then too!). The purpose was 

the nurse could administer 

immediate aid for such com-

mon occurrences as child-

birth, fractures, cuts, illnesses, 

etc in the absence of a doctor. 

She was a primary triage per-

son, who treated minor inju-

ries, stabilized major issues & 

decided when to call in a doc-

tor. The trained medical pro-

fessionals also dispensed ad-

vice, gave immunizations and 

even toured the local schools 

to inspect the children for 

health problems such as eye 

issues! Much of the travel was 

done by horseback or foot, 

but the local residents of East-

ern Haliburton County deeply 

appreciated the efforts and 

were only too willing to help 

Continued on page 3 

Breakfast 

With Santa 

 
December 4th 

8:00-10:30 AM 

 
Kinmount 

Community Centre 

 
Adults $5.00 

Children $3.00 

 

Present Pancakes, 

Santa Sausages & 

Reindeer Drinks 



 out the nurse in any way they 

could. You might say the area 

was ahead of its time with its 

outreach programs. 

The Monmouth Community 

Charitable Association was 

organized to administer the 

hospital and provided the 

Red Cross with the building, 

today turned into a museum. 

The first nurse was a Miss 

Jackson (1922-1930) fol-

lowed by 

Gertrude Leroy 

in 1930. In her 

retirement, 

Gertrude Leroy 

Miller pro-

duced a mem-

oir called 

“Mustard Plas-

Kinmount Gazette 
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ters & Handcars”: a wonderful 

snippet of local history. 

The Outpost Hospital operated 

until 1963 when it was closed. 

In 1991 a local group ac-

quired the site & slowly 

converted it into a museum. 

In 2003 it was designated a 

National Historic Site. To-

day the Museum offers a 

look into a little known as-

pect of Canadian history: 

medical care in rural areas.  

From left, the Wilberforce 

Outpost Hospital; a nurse 

treats a young patient in the 

hospital 

The Outpost Hospital, continued from page 2 

Christmas in the Village Decorating Contest 
Win cash for yourself and the opportunity to give a gift.  Area residents are encouraged to set the mood by entering 

the Christmas in the Village Decorating Contest.  Registration cost is $5.00.  Half the money collected goes to the 

winner with the other half going to a local organization of the winner’s choice.  The more entries, the merrier  

Kinmount looks and the bigger the pot! To register, contact Julie at 705-488-2961 by Nov. 30. 

 

The 12 Questions of Christmas in the Village Contest 
Win a Festive Christmas Basket!  Write your name & answers on your own piece of paper and bring to the Lights 

Across Canada Celebration, Thursday, Dec. 2.  Answers may be found in this issue of the Kinmount Gazette. 

 

1.    When is the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony? 

2.    Where is the Christmas Tree Lighting ceremony held? 

3.    Where is Christmas Music Night held this year? 

4.    Where can you have Breakfast with Santa? 

5.    Who provides wagon rides in town Dec. 4? 

6.    Where can kids visit Santa, receive a gift & enjoy a family lunch? 

7.    When is Christmas Bingo at the Legion? 

8.    Where in town can you purchase gifts tax-free? 

9.    As of Dec. 10, what days & hours is Kinmount Artisan’s Marketplace open? 

10.  Name 3 places in town accepting donations of Christmas gifts & food. 

11.  What organization is selling Christmas Cakes? 

12.  Who hosts a New Year’s Eve Dance? 

 

Find the Hidden Kinny Elves 
To begin your search, pick up your Christmas Card Entry Form available around town. Find Kinny the Elf at partici-

pating businesses and answer the related Kinny question. You have from Thursday morning Dec. 2 till 2:00 p.m. 

Saturday afternoon Dec. 4 to complete the hunt. Deposit your answers in the Kinny Elf Box at one of the Christmas 

in the Village events. The entry with the most correct answers wins.  In the event of a tie, a draw takes place.   
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Haliburton County’s Robin Hood 

Kinmount Artisans  Marketplace 
Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Antiques, Local History Books and Souvenirs 

Lower Level 

Kinmount Community Centre, 

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121 

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada 

www.kinmountartisans.ca 

Phone (705) 488-1414 

 

Open 7 Days a Week Dec. 10-24 

10 AM to 4 PM 

Everyone knows the legend of 

Robin Hood and his hiding 

out in Sherwood Forest from 

the authorities. Well, Cardiff 

Township had such a charac-

ter & his name was Walter 

Kidd. Kidd was trained to be 

a lawyer back in merry-Olde 

England, but chose to live in 

the backwoods of Haliburton 

County instead. He settled 

along the Burleigh Road at a 

spot later called Kidd’s Cor-

ners. His first mission was to 

build a school so his family & 

neighbours could enjoy the 

higher path of learning. 

Kidd’s School still exists to-

day, in Highland Grove as a 

museum to pioneer times. 

Walter Kidd soon became an 

avid bushman: trapping, hunt-

ing & generally enjoying the 

unspoiled wilderness.  In the 

1800s, there were basically no 

game laws: it was laissez-

faire or let it be. There was a 

“hunting season”, but there 

were no game wardens, just a 

municipal “game-keeper”. 

This unheard of official 

wisely stayed clear of the 

local hunters; and was likely 

one himself! But the attitude 

changed abruptly in the 1890s 

with the formation of Algon-

quin Park. County Game 

Wardens were hired to en-

force the game laws and ruin 

the fun of such men as Walter 

Kidd. 

In 1900, deer hunting licences 

were introduced: two deer per 

licence. It cost 25c for a 

“home consumption licence”, 

$2 to see venison. At first the 

new regulations were re-

garded with amusement by 

the local “Merry Men”, but 

when several were fined $10 

& had their guns confiscated, 

the whole licence idea ceased 

to be a laughing matter. 

Walter Kidd, ex-lawyer, 

would be called today a “civil 

libertarian”. The rights of the 

individual (to hunt whenever 

he wanted) should trump the 

power of government to inter-

fere in his business. The 

Game Wardens thought other-

wise. Kidd hunted for com-

mercial reasons: selling 

“saddles” of venison in Peter-

borough , and making mitts & 

moccasins from the hides. A 

bill of sale sets the price as 

$15 per dozen for moccasins!  

Obviously Kidd came to the 

attention of the Game War-

dens & 2 were dispatched to 

“explain” the game laws to 

Walter Kidd. If he refused to 

listen, they had a warrant for 

his arrest.  

The Game Wardens camped 

out at the Kidd gate until 

Walter appeared from a hunt-

ing trip. Forwarned, he was 

not in a good mood. When the 

Wardens produced the war-

rant, Walter produced a rifle, 

ordered the Wardens to tear 

the warrant in half & held the 

gun to their heads while they 

“ate” the warrant.  After such 

a “Robin Hoodesque” act, it 

was game on. Walter Kidd 

became a fugitive from the 

forces of the law.  A dozen 

wardens were sent in pursuit, 

but failed to snare the outlaw 

in Sherwood..er Haliburton 

Forest.  For decades, Kidd led 

the life of a fugitive: often 

living at home, but frequently 

fleeing the approach of the 

law. It is doubtful if the pur-

suit was constant; likely it 

was an outstanding warrant 

that was infrequently fol-

lowed up. Nevertheless, Wal-

ter was often in hiding and 

was only allowed home when 

the family rang a dinner bell 

signalling the all clear.  

Walter Kidd originally rev-

elled in his Robin Hood life-

style. Sometimes he blazed 

trees to taunt his pursuers 

with the slogan: “Kidd’s in 

the bush; catch him if you 

can!”  To shake off the pur-

suit one year, Kidd moved to 

Northern Ontario to run a trap

-line. But even Robin Hoods 

have to give up sometime, 

and the onset of old age with 

a tiring of the fugitive life-

style, let to Walter Kidd nego-

tiating a deal with the hated 

government officials. He pled 

guilty, paid a fine & lived out 

the rest of his days at home. 

Thus endeth the saga of Hali-

burton’s Robin Hood. 

 

Are you a Canadian Snowbird?  Will you miss 

your Gazette this winter down South? 

Subscribe to our mail service and you can have it delivered to 

your door. 

 

$15.00 for November-April 

Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282  

 

Volume 1, Issues 1-16  $20.00  Volume 2, Issues 1-11  $15.00 

 

Available at Gateway Variety and the  

Kinmount Artisans Market 



Wildlife in Kinmount, Part 2:  The Beaver 
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A well-known symbol of 

Canada is the castor canadien-

sis, more commonly called 

the beaver. It is a semi-

aquatic rodent widely found 

all across Canada. Beavers 

are not exclusive to Canada, 

but out vast resources of wa-

ter and trees make Canada a 

perfect habitat for beavers. 

The beaver is one of the few 

animals that alter their home 

environment in a major way. 

They dam up streams, 

swamps, rivers or whatever to 

enlarge their habitat for 2 

main reasons: living space & 

protection. A beaver likes to 

have his food (certain hard-

wood trees) handy; and how 

much more handy can you get 

than by having the trees in the 

water of a beaver pond! The 

main predators of beavers 

(wolves, foxes, etc) also hate 

water, so the beaver uses the 

flooded area as a safety zone. 

However, once the beaver 

must come onto dry land to 

acquire food, the game 

changes in favour of the more 

agile land predators. After a 

while, a beaver colony can 

“eat themselves out of home” 

or have to travel too far to get 

their food, exposing them-

selves to danger & are often 

forced to move. 

The beaver has a long flat tail 

that has many purposes. It 

acts as a rudder for swim-

ming, a prop for standing up, 

a lever for dragging loads & a 

warning system when slapped 

on the water.  With its long, 

front teeth the beaver is ide-

ally suited to gnawing the soft 

bark of its favourite trees 

(usually poplar & birch, but 

also maple, elm, willow & 

other deciduous trees). Leg-

end has it the front teeth keep 

growing & if the beaver does 

Thank you to our 

Volume 3 Patrons 

 

Bonnie Smith 

 

 

 

 

Would You Like 

to be a  Patron? 

 
If you would like to support the 

Gazette Volume 3 as a patron, 

please send your donation to  

Kinmount Gazette, Advertising & 

Finance, c/o Yvette Brauer, P.O. 

Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0 

(hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

488-2282) 

Cheques should be made payable 

to K.C.P.E.D.    

not wear them away at a fast 

rate, the teeth can grow too 

long & the animal starves to 

death! 

But the main focus of the 

beaver is its soft brown coat. 

It is wonderfully waterproof 

and can easily be fashioned 

into fur coats, hats, etc. In 

fact, the legend of the beaver 

in Canadian History rests not 

so much on its sheer numbers, 

but on the demand for beaver 

furs. The first explorers to 

Canada were searching for a 

passage to China, but gold 

would do. They found neither, 

but they eventually caught on 

to the fact beaver fur was 

plentiful among the natives. 

Europeans used beaver fur for 

hats. Yes, coats were avail-

able, but men’s hats made 

from beaver fur were a status 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Royal Canadian Legion 

John McGrath  

Branch 441 

Kinmount, Ontario 

705-488-3462 

symbol. In fact, these top hats 

were often passed down from 

generation to generation. In the 

rush for such hat-making mate-

rial, Europeans hunted their 

native beavers to extinction. 

With the realization a whole 

new source of hats was now 

discovered, Europeans ex-

plored the entire continent of 

North America searching for 

new sources of beaver fur. The 

demand seemed insatiable, the 

supply endless & obviously 

there was profit in the business.  

The Hudson’s Bay Company 

was set up in the 1670s to trade 

for beaver pelts along Hud-

son’s Bay and points inland. 

The HBC is still around today, 

making it the oldest continuous 

company still doing business in 

the world today! Today it goes 

by the title “The Bay”, but it 

also owns Zellers. However, 

 

OPEN  7 Days a Week         8:00 am to 10:00 pm 

Miners Bay 
General Store 

1089 Clear Lake Road,   

 Miners Bay, ON 

4 km on Clear Lake Road 

      Terri Flater   Proprietor 

The little store that has everything! 

  Tel. 286-3599 FAX 286-3599 

   Firewood 

   Propane  

    Exchange 

   Fireworks 

ICE 

Meat 

Groceries 

DVD Rentals 

don’t try to trade your beaver 

fur at the local Bay Store: you 

might get refused!  

The “fur industry” spread all 

over Canada and the earliest 

settlements were fur trading 

posts.  Gradually the fur hats 

fell out of style, but they were 

replaced by fur coats and the 

renewable resource carried on. 

The fur industry was even ex-

tended to other fur-bearing 

species.  

Beavers are fairly easy to 

catch. (Some people may dis-

agree with this statement!) The 

natives used snares & spears, 

but the advent of the European 

steel trap really accelerated the 

process of fur harvesting. With 

the standard demand-supply 

cycle of business, the number 

of beaver began to decline as 

more trappers pursued them. In 

Continued on page 6 
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We were pleased at the number 

of community members who 

participated with us in the recent 

Remembrance Day Services - 

Thank you! 

We are planning lots of activi-

ties for November and Decem-

ber beginning with our annual 

Xmas Music Trivia in the club-

room on Saturday November 

27th at 6pm (following the meat 

draws).   There is no admission 

charge; however we would ap-

preciate if you would bring a 

non perishable food item for the 

Lions Xmas Food Basket. 

Lunch Tuesday November 30th 

features a choice of Liver & 

Onions or an alternate hot meal.  

Cost is only $6.  We will be 

suspending the weekly Tuesday 

lunches for the winter, however 

hope to continue having a 

monthly lunch until spring.   

We are pleased to participate in 

the Christmas in the Village 

Festival.  Children will visit 

with Santa at our Legion Satur-

day December 4th. 

Sunday December 5th from 1pm 

– 5pm in our upstairs hall is an 

Open Mike Country Jamboree.  

Cost is only $5 person.  A hot 

and cold buffet will be available 

at a nominal charge. 

Friday December 10th is our 

Xmas Bingo with great prizes 

including turkeys, hams and a 

$300 must go jackpot!   

Big Buck Euchre is on Wednes-

day December 15th at 11am. 

Cost is only $10 which includes 

a delicious lunch. 

Although it seems a long way 

off, plans are set for our New 

Year’s Eve dance in the upstairs 

hall featuring Paul Wilson as 

 

“Kozie Toes” 

Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 

 

Spruce, Pressure Treated and Cedar Lumber ~ Plywood ~ CRC  Shingles ~   

Steel Roofing ~ CIL Paints and Stains ~ Plumbing ~ Electrical ~                   

Dutch Quality Stone Products ~ Vinyl and Prefinished Wood Sidings ~        

Drywall ~ Custom Built Docks ~ Dock Floats and Hardware ~                                     

And much more…. 

John McGrath Branch 411 Royal Canadian Legion by Cathy King 

D.J.  Advance tickets will be 

available for this popular event 

which includes a hot and cold 

buffet, favours and a Great 

Time! 

For more information on our 

events please contact Tracy at 

488-2810 or the Legion at 488-

3462. 

Wildlife in Kinmount, continued from page 5 

 fact, the beaver were essentially 

“wiped out” in many areas.  

The Kinmount area was ideal 

beaver habitat. Lots of small 

watercourses with plenty of 

food sources meant it was a 

favourite trapping grounds for 

natives & later European trap-

pers. When farm settlement 

reached our area (after 1860), 

the pressure on the beaver in-

creased. So many farmers 

trapped as a part-time job that 

the number of beavers declined 

to the point where by the early 

1900s, beavers were declared an 

endangered species & it was 

illegal to trap them. During the 

1930s, a big beaver was caught 

near Crystal Lake & people 

came from all around just to see 

Samples of Beaver stamps is-

sued by Canada Post over the 

years 

rare animal! But the cycle of 

life goes both ways, and soon 

beaver were plentiful in area. 

Today, the Kinmount area 

might be considered to be “over

-run” or having too many bea-

ver. They do destroy small wa-

tercourses, disrupt the fish habi-

tat, flood land & destroy trees. 

The beaver left his imprint all 

over the history of Canada. A 

beaver is part of countless Coats 

of Arms & symbolic crests.  

The industrious rodent also 

graces the 5c coin & countless 

postage stamps. It also signifies 

a sugary pastry (Beavertails), a 

section of the Boy Scouts move-

ment, a magazine published by 

the Canadian Historical Society, 

and countless sports teams.  

There is even a National Beaver 

Day the last Friday in February! 
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Kinmount Pharmacy 
We are committed to your health 

 
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family 

Have your prescriptions filled with us! 
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre 

 
We provide  Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations  

                     Free Medication Review & Delivery 
 

Hours are:     Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm 
  Thurs.  9 am to 8 pm 

           Fri. 9 am to 5 pm 

 

        T. 705-488-1960               F. 705-488-1959 

                    

Last month’s Spot the 

Shot was an ore cart on 

the shores of Nogies 

Creek, located near the 

Crystal Lake Uranium 

Mine 

Dianne Spring  

Broker of Record/Owner 
dspring@sympatico.ca 

www.diannespring.com 

Vic Spring 

 

Annual Christmas Music Night 

and Loonie Auction 
Friday, December 3rd  at  7:30 PM 

Kinmount Community Centre 

Call 488-2635 for tickets 

Gateway Variety and Video 
 

 

Hunting & Fishing Licenses 

Fishing Tackle 

Giftware, Clothing, Scented Candles 

Family Games & Puzzles 

Much  Much  More Than A 
 Convenience Store! 

705 488 1101 

Mon. - Fri. 6am-9pm 

Sat. 7am-9pm  ~   Sun. 8am-8pm 
Drop in and see our newly renovated store 

 

 Now
 av

aila
ble

 

64
9 &

 

Lot
to 

Max 

Coffee 

Muffins 

Sandwiches 

Spot the Shot Revisited 

Shields Home Hardware 

6663 Hwy 35, Coboconk 

705-454-3342 

 

 

Paul and Marie South – 

Dealer/Owners 

Your local suppliers of 

Hardware, Lumber, Paint 

Supplies, Camping Sup-

plies, Water, Gifts,  

House wares and 

much more. 
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Cheddar 

Originally the hamlet was called Woods 

Corners after Benjamin Woods who 

opened a hotel/General Store in 1871 at 

the point where the Burleigh Coloniza-

tion Road intersected the Monck Mili-

tary Road in Cardiff Township. At the 

time, there was a lot of traffic on both 

these roads, and the hamlet soon con-

tained a blacksmith, a school, 2 

churches, a sawmill & a second general 

store. When it came time for the pioneer 

hamlet to acquire a post office, it was 

christened Cheddar after the town in 

England. (and yes, the same English 

town gave its name to the famous 

cheese!).  

As with most communities in the area, 

farming was a precarious vocation 

among the rocky, thin soils of the Cana-

dian Shield, and after a generation or 

two, most farmers moved on to greener 

pastures. Likewise, the once inexhausti-

ble forests became exhausted and the 

lumber industry declined.  In the 1940s, 

uranium became a hot commodity & a 

strike at Cheddar briefly produced the 

400’ Cheddar Mine owned by the Can-

ada Radium Corporation. The miners 

soon moved to better locations. In 1931 

a fire tower was built nearby. But the 

big blow to Cheddar was the reorgani-

zation of the highway network. The 

Burleigh Road was straightened and the 

Cheddar section abandoned. The Monck 

Road course was also moved north 

where it is now Highway #118, and the 

village was totally bypassed. 

The roads into Cheddar were abandoned 

and became mere forest trails. All the 

homes were eventually abandoned & 

the forest reclaimed the farms. The 

1956 topographical map showed 9 

buildings still standing, but this was 

reduced to 4 in the 1980 map. Today, 

the only remaining structure still in use 

is the old boarding house.  Cheddar may 

be added to the list of ghost towns.  

 

Kennaway 

The ghost town of 

Kennaway actually 

lies within the mu-

nicipality of Dysart 

et al (Harcourt 

Township). The 

Canadian Land & Immigration Com-

pany purchased a block of 9 townships 

in Haliburton County in the 1860s. This 

block included Harcourt Township, just 

north of Wilberforce. To open up settle-

ment, the Company 

built a road all the way 

from Haliburton Vil-

lage to Elephant Lake: 

the furthermost point 

east in its block. The 

road was named the 

Kennaway Road after a 

a shareholder in the 

Company. A small set-

tlement sprang up along 

the road between Fish-

tail & Elephant Lakes. 

The hamlet was based 

upon a sawmill, but 

also included a 

school & a number 

of farms. In 1880, 

it contained 9 

farms, 50 people, 

15 cattle, 9 sheep, 

5 hogs & 2 horses! 

The community 

was very isolated; 

Harcourt & 

Ghost Towns of Highlands East, Part 2 

Wilberforce being the nearest centres. 

With the decline of the lumber industry, 

the settlement was gradually aban-

doned. By World War II, the school was 

closed, there being but 2 students left! 

The schoolhouse is all that remains to-

day, being preserved as a hunting camp. 

However, the community is not totally 

abandoned, the nearby lakes now being 

filled with cottages. 

 

South Wilberforce 

The village of Wilberforce had its start 

in the 1870s several miles south of its 

present site. The creek flowing out of 

Poverty Lake was the site of an early 

sawmill. Gradually a village grew up 

around the sawmill on the Burleigh 

Road. A United Church and a school 

were built at the southern location 

which adopted the name Wilberforce. 

When the IB&O Railway ran through 

the area, circa 1890, it opened a flag 

station north of the ghost town and 

called the site “Pusey Station” after the 

owner of the railway and the iron ore 

company (based in Irondale). The prox-

imity of a railway stop was too tempting 

and the businesses, the sawmill  & the 

post office eventually gravitated to 

Pusey Station, which eventually inher-

ited the name Wilberforce from its now 

abandoned southern neighbour. A last 

blow came when the road was altered to 

bypass the ghost town. 

At left:  the Boarding House for the 

miners at the Cheddar Mine; top: the 

old school at Kenneway 

“Make Your Own Quality Wine” 

87 Bobcaygeon Rd., Box 654 

Minden, ON  K0M 2K0 

(705) 286-1642 
minden-winestore@hotmail.com 

Downtown Minden, beside  C I B C 
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It was the 

biggest mo-

ment of the 

year at the 

North Pole. 

All the rein-

deer were 

hitched up, 

and Santa’s 

sleigh was flying across the Christmas 

Eve sky. The elves waved good-bye, 

cheering for Santa and the reindeer as 

they began their trip to deliver toys. 

Then the elves went back to the work-

shop.  As the elves put away their tools 

and swept the floor, Kinny Elf realized 

that a teddy bear little Jessica 

wanted for Christmas had been left 

behind. “Oh no!” Kinny said. “We 

accidentally put a stuffed puppy dog 

in Santa’s bag for Jessica instead of 

a teddy bear!” Kinny quickly called 

Santa on the reindeer radio to tell 

him the bad news. “Jessica will be 

heartbroken if she gets a stuffed 

puppy dog instead of a teddy bear,” 

said Santa. “Why don’t you and the 

elf emergency crew meet me at my 

next stop and bring Jessica’s teddy 

bear.” So Kinny and the elf emer-

gency crew took off on their 

flying reindeer with the teddy 

bear to meet Santa’s sleigh. 

They flew all around the world 

until Kinny spotted Santa’s 

sleigh on a house rooftop in Kin-

mount delivering toys. “There’s 

Santa’s sleigh!“ exclaimed 

Kinny. “Let’s go!” The elf emer-

gency crew quickly landed their 

reindeer on the rooftop and 

Kinny delivered the teddy bear 

to Santa Claus. “Ho! Ho! Ho!” 

Santa laughed. “Jessica will be 

so happy to receive this teddy bear. You 

saved the day Kinny!”   

 

   Find Kinny the Elf at businesses 

during Christmas in the Village Dec. 2 

-4. Get your Christmas Card Entry 

Form around town, find the Kinnys 

and answer the Kinny questions. You 

may win a prize!    

 

  

Kids’ Corner:  Kinny Saves the Day 

   

  

 

Clockwise from top:  Playschool students enjoy their new toys;  Kyle and his 

grandmother at Playschool Halloween Party; Sparks and Guides plant pink tulip 

bulbs in honour of Breast Cancer awareness; the Guides make a giant spider 

web at their Halloween Party; Hailey carries a cross at the Remembrance Day 

Service; Annabelle lays a wreath as part of the ceremony 
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The Kinmount Cenotaph was the scene 

of two services to honour Canadians 

who died serving their country in wars. 

As per our custom, the first service was 

held the Sunday before Remembrance 

Day at the 11th hour and was attended 

by over 100 people!  Over 60 wreaths 

were laid by various groups & individu-

als showing how the whole community 

values our veterans. 

The second ceremony was held on No-

vember 11 at the actual hour when WW 

I ended in 1918. The Royal Canadian 

Legion Branch 441 Kinmount also de-

serves credit for holding services in 

Gelert, Burnt River & Gooderham to 

honour the veterans of those neighbour-

ing communities. 

Kinmount Residents in World War II 

Much has been made of the Kinmount 

participation in World War I, but the list 

of World War II veterans from our area 

was no less impressive. The following 

are lists of Kinmount veterans from 

WWII:  

 

WW II: Canadian Army 

 

John McGrath 

W R (Bill) Mark 

Ronald Barkwell 

Bert Austin 

Dick Austin 

Bill Austin 

Roy Spencer 

Dick Roach 

Orval Barkwell 

Mike Cummings 

Ralph Scott 

Jim Definney 

Everett Brandon 

Ray Bacon 

Norman Gilmore 

Norman Silver 

Walter Boudah 

Andy McCluney 

Howard Silver 

Albert Stata 

Bill Stata 

Bill Macdonald 

Donald Lee 

Cecil Lee 

Reg McGrath 

Garnet Brown 

James Webb 

Joe McNamara 

Bud Collins 

Joe Allen 

Albert Allen 

Jim Allen 

Jack Flaherty 

George Boudah 

Joe Hickey 

Aubrey Allen 

Barnet Belfrey 

A Bacon 

Jack Kelly 

Les Stanhope 

Arnold Schroter 

Ralph Schroter 

Carl Schroter 

Percy Wellstood 

Cliff Bacon 

Dave Curtain 

Bob Davis 

Charlie Hughes 

Howard Roach 

Kenneth Swinson 

 

Air Force  

Tom Collins 

Dan Brown 

Moss Barr 

Jack Young 

Eugene Byrnes 

Aileen Collins 

Bill Butts 

Douglas Mintz 

Harry Schroter 

Jack Wellstood 

Myrtle Hughes 

World War Two Veterans Remembered 

Garnet Hughes 

Bob White 

Bill Gilleland 

Allan Byrne 

Lorraine Byrne 

Bryce Young 

Mossom Young 

 

Royal Canadian Navy  

Beryl Austin 

Kevin Cummings 

Keith Mark (Merchant Marine) 

 

Army Medical Corps 

Mildred Wilson 

Lenore Harding 

Gladys Simpson 

 

705-488-2266 



“Out with the old and in with 

the new,” my mother would 

declare each New Year’s Eve.  

That saying could be applied 

to Kinmount with our new 

annual celebration - Christ-

mas in the Village.  It is 

hoped the new celebration 

will add lustre to your Christ-

mas spirit. 

 

Hope to see you around town 

during the holiday season but 

if per chance our paths do not 

cross here’s wishing you the 

best the Christmas spirit has 

to offer.  And now for your 

Christmas gift, a little humour 

for you, courtesy of material 

from Ed Pilote. 

REAL  

ADVERTISEMENTS 

Supposedly these are real 

advertisements that have ap-

peared in papers across the 

country. 

*3 year old teacher need for 

pre-school.  Experience pre-

ferred. 

*Our experienced Mom will 

care of your child.  Fenced 

yard, meals and smacks in-

cluded. 

*Autos Repair Service.  Try 

us once you’ll never go any-

where again. 

 

Keep smiling and keep visit-

ing kinmount.ca your porthole 

to our merry village.  Please 

keep sharing by con-

tacting me at 705-488-

2919 or 

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca to 

leak news through the Hot 

Stove Leak.  Merry Christmas 

& Happy New Year! 

THANK YOU 

 KINMOUNT LEGION 

Kinmount Sparks, Brownies 

Guides & Pathfinders send 

thanks to the Royal Canadian 

Legion for visiting at their 

meeting Nov. 1 to share infor-

mation about poppies and 

Remembrance Day. 

KINMOUNT IN THE PINK 

Following the Remembrance 

Day Service Nov. 8, girls 

from the 1st Kinmount Unit of 

Sparks, Brownies, Guides & 

Pathfinders planted 75 pink 

tulip bulbs along the new rock 

wall by the rail trail as a sym-

bol of breast cancer aware-

ness.  Hopefully, Kinmount 

will be in the pink next 

spring! 

LIBRARY NEWS FLASH 

In the past those who did not 

pay taxes in the City of 

Kawartha Lakes paid a user 

fee to access Kinmount Li-

brary resources.  This policy 

is no long in effect.  Thanks 

to Bonnie Wilkinson from 

The Friends of the Library 

who called to share the new 

policy:   One town, one li-

brary! 

 

 

GET YOUR SKATES 

SHARPENED 

Typically the ice at Kinmount 

Arena is ready for use during 

the holidays.  Keep tuned in 

to kinmount.ca for ice up-

dates. 

CHRISTMAS IN THE  

VILLAGE DEC. 2 - DEC. 4 

Christmas brings about tradi-

tions.  This year a new Kin-

mount tradition replaces the 

Santa Claus Parade.  Along 

with some long standing Kin-

mount traditions Christmas in 

the Village forms a triple play 

of events taking place Dec. 2 

through Dec. 4 that are sure to 

get your Christmas spirit bub-

bling.  Oodles of prizes too!  

Here’s the lowdown… 

 

Christmas in the Village 

Decorating Contest 

Spread Christmas cheer by 

making Kinmount beautiful 

this holiday season and per-

haps win cash while you’re at 

it!  The contest is for resi-

dences only, and comes with 

a registration cost of $5.00.  

Half of the money collected 

goes to the winner and the 

other half goes to a local or-

ganization of their choice.  

Now that’s what you call a 

win-win-win!  To register 

contact Julie at 705-488-2961 

by Nov. 30. 
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Find the Hidden  

Kinny Elves 

Pick up your Christmas Card 

Clue Sheet from participating 

businesses around town.  Find 

Kinny the Elf at the desig-

nated locations and then an-

swer the unique question 

about each Kinny.  You have 

up to 3 days to complete your 

hunt from Thursday morning 

Dec. 2 till 2:00 p.m. Saturday, 

Dec. 4.  Deposit your answers 

in the Kinny Elf Box at one of 

the Christmas in the Village 

events.  Make sure to fill in 

your name & phone number.  

The one with the most correct 

answers wins a Kinny sur-

prise!  If there is a tie, then a 

draw takes place. 

Lights Across Canada  

Thursday, Dec. 2 6:30 p.m. 

This heart warming Kinmount 

tradition is a favourite for 

many.  Once again, Kinmount 

unites in nationwide goodwill 

through the tradition of a rib-

bon of lights across Canada.  

Share holiday greetings at this 

magical celebration; see the 

tree lighting ceremony, warm 

up by the campfire with hot 

chocolate and sweets, and 

view Kinmount Model Rail-

way.  Free photos with Santa 

inside the Railway Station. If 

there is snow, the kids may 

like to bring their crazy car-

pets.  And remember to bring 

your answers to: 

Continued on page 12 

Accounting 

Bookkeeping 

Government Remittances 

Payroll 

Personal Tax Returns 

P.O.S. System Set-up 

Small Business Set-up 

All at REASONABLE RATES 

 

BCH Tax Preparation 

3235 County Road 121 
R.R. #2 Burnt River ON 

K0M 1C0 

Barry Heaton 

Phone 705-488-2228 
Mobile 705-340-3942 

Fax 705-488-3160 
bchtaxpreparation@bellhnet.ca 

Kinmount Gazette 
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The 12 Questions of  

Christmas in the Village 

Contest 

There’s something’s new for 

you this year at Lights Across 

Canada.  For your chance to 

win a Festive Christmas Bas-

ket bring along your answers 

to The 12 Questions of Christ-

mas in the Village Contest 

(found on page 3).  Make sure 

to write your name on your 

answers.  The first correct 

entry drawn is the winner.  

The draw takes place at the 

end of the evening. You could 

be going home with a basket-

ful of delightful surprises! 

Christmas Music Night  

Friday, Dec. 3, 7:30 p.m. 

Until this year, this annual 

Kinmount tradition took place 

at Galway Hall.  In order to 

be closely tied in with Christ-

mas in the Village the event 

moves to the new home of 

Kinmount Community Cen-

tre.  Enjoy desserts and a 

Loonie Auction mixed with 

live Christmas music by Hali-

burton Highlands Youth 

Choir.  Bring your loonies!  

Tickets $10. 

Christmas in the Village 

Paint the Town Day 

Saturday, Dec. 4 

Start the day with a Pancake 

Breakfast with Santa, 8:00 

a.m. - 10:30 a.m. at Kinmount 

Community Centre.  Country 

Raffle & Door Prize.  Break-

fast  for adults $5.00,  $3.00 

for children.  Kinmount Pub-

lic Library offers Christmas 

Stories & Activities from 

10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

Then from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. frolic around town with a 

variety of fun.  Carollers, 

clowns and Sparky the Fire 

Dog roam Main Street.  

Check out the specials offered 

at many businesses.  Chris-

tine’s Hairstyling offers Foils 

3 for $5, Haircuts $2 off & 

tickets on a Christmas Bas-

ket $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00 

with ½ the proceeds going to 

Kinmount Business Associa-

tion.  Slice of the North’s 

special is buy 1 large 4 top-

ping pizza get the 2nd ½ price. 

Gateway Variety offers ½ 

dozen delicious homemade 

butter tarts for $5.49.  Gerard 

Pearson of Mash Hill Car-

riages provides free horse 

drawn wagon rides through 

town and Doug Pearson’s 

ponies will be there with bells 

on for free pony rides at the 

Railway Station.  Activities 

and a wide assortment of 

Olde-fashioned Crafts for 

kids at Kinmount Community 

Centre include decorating a 

gingerbread cookie, face 

painting and Letters to 

Santa.  Kids make sure to 

stop by Kinmount Artisans 

Marketplace for a special 

something.  Bring Santa let-

ters to Kinmount Post Office 

to drop in the Santa Letters 

Box.  Meet Santa at 2:00 p.m. 

on the Post Office steps and 

follow him up the hill to Kin-

mount Legion where kids 10 

& under visit with Santa, 

receive a gift and enjoy a 

family lunch.   

 

BETHLEM LIVE 

To top off your Christmas 

spirit in a memorable way, 

catch Bethlehem Live, Satur-

day Dec. 4 and Sunday Dec. 

5, 7:00 p.m. at Coboconk Li-

ons Park.  The outdoor per-

formance is free but a dona-

tion is appreciated.  Make 

sure to bring a cushion & 

blanket. 

DINERS’ DINNER 

CHRISTMAS EDITION 

Remember to mark Wednes-

day, Dec. 8 on your calendar 

to attend the annual Christmas 
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Edition of Diners’ Dinner in 

Burnt River.  Turkey dinner 

is a bargain at only $7.  En-

joy live entertainment begin-

ning at 11:00 a.m. with 

Ridgewood Public School 

Choir, followed by lunch 

and a Loonie Auction. 

CHRISTMAS BINGO 

Bingo lovers will not want 

to miss Christmas Bingo at 

the Legion on Friday, Dec. 

10. at 6:45 p.m.  Along with 

a $300.00 Must Go Jackpot 

you may also win hams, 

turkeys and Christmas cakes. 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 

HOURS 

For your convenience, 

Christmas shopping hours at 

Kinmount Artisans Market-

place are extended to 7 days 

a week, 10:00 a.m. - 4:00 

p.m., from Dec. 10 to Dec. 

24.  Remember, the Market-

place offers tax free shop-

ping for beautiful hand-

crafted items, art, books, 

DVD’s and an assortment of 

Kinmount memorabilia.  

You never know what you 

may discover! 

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS 

APPEAL 

Kinmount Health Services 

Foundation has a vision to 

provide the finest Primary 

Health Care in the hearts and 

minds of the people they 

serve.  To this end, they 

need your financial support 

to purchase medical, office 

and computer equipment and 

to constantly upgrade and 

maintain the facility.  The 

patient waiting list now ex-

ceeds 1500.  The Doctors 

and the Foundation are 

working hard to recruit a 3rd 

family doctor to meet this 

urgent need.  Give a gift that 

will boost your Christmas 

spirit by sending a donation 

to Kinmount District Health 

Services, Box 225, Kin-

mount, On, K0M2A0.  For 

further information please 

fell free to call Ted Wilkes 

at 705-4882667, Dave War-

ren at 705-4548220 or Roni 

Brelsford at 705-488-2646. 

CHRISTMAS ANGEL 

TREES 

Kinmount Lions Club’s 

Christmas Angel Trees bring 

the joy of Christmas to fami-

lies in need through gener-

ous donations of food or 

unwrapped gifts from the 

public.   Usual locations are 

the Post Office, Kawartha 

Credit Union and Kinmount 

Medical Centre.  Donations 

for Christmas Hampers may 

also be dropped off at Kin-

mount Freshmart and the 

Royal Canadian Legion. 

 

 

Continued on page 13 

PAUL SILVER 

P.O. Box 286 

Kinmount, On  

K0M 2A0 

 

 

20+ Years Experience  

Serving Kinmount & Area 

HOME & COTTAGE 

INTERIORS - EXTERIORS 
One call covers all 

(705) 488-2919 
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Dec. 2 - Community Tree Light-

ing 6:30 p.m. at the Railway Sta-

tion.  

Dec. 3 - Christmas Music Night 
7:30 p.m. at Kinmount Commu-

nity Centre.  

Dec. 4 - Christmas in the Village 

Finale  

Pancake Breakfast 8:00 a.m. - 

10:30 a.m. & Old-fashioned 

Crafts for Kids 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 

p.m. all at Kinmount Community Cen-

tre.   

Christmas stories at the Library 10:00 

a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  

Business specials, Wagon & Pony 

Rides 11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

Follow Santa from the Post Office to 

the Legion at 2:00 p.m.  

Gifts from Santa for kids 10 & under at 

the Legion 2:30 p.m. with a family 

lunch. 

Dec. 4 & 5 - Bethlehem Live, 7:00 

p.m. at Coboconk Lions Park.   

Dec. 5 - Country Jamboree & Open 

Mike 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at the 

Royal Canadian Legion.  Admission 

$5.00.  Hot & Cold Buffet available.   

Dec. 9 - Casino Rama trip sponsored 

by Kinmount Seniors Group.  The bus 

leaves the legion parking lot at 9:00 

a.m.  Enjoy a free lunch while you are 

there.  Return time is 4:00 p.m. Bus 

cost is $5.00.  To reserve your spot call 

Theresa at 488-1110. 

Dec. 8 - Diners’ Dinner Christmas 

Edition, 11:00 a.m. at Burnt River 

Community Centre. 

Dec. 10 - Christmas Bingo 6:45 p.m. 

at the Legion.  $300.00 Must Go Jack-

pot. 

Dec. 15 - Big Buck Bid Euchre 11:00 

a.m. at Kinmount Legion.  Cost of $10 

includes lunch.  

Dec. 18 - Friends of the Library 

Book Sale 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 

p.m. lower level Kinmount Public Li-

brary.  

Dec. 31 - New Year's Eve Dance 9:00 

p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion. 

 

ONGOING ACTIVITIES 

 

Kinmount Walking Group:  Meet 

downtown Monday, Wednesday & 

Fridays, 9:00 a.m.  Call 705-488-3053. 

 
THE KINMOUNT AGRICULTURAL 

SOCIETY 

Extends a special  
thank you to all of the  
volunteers who made 

the 2010 edition of our 
Fair such a  

great success 
 

Tai Chi:  Mondays & Thursdays, 9:30 a.m. 

- 11:00 a.m. at Galway Hall.  Contact 705-

286-1444. 

Kinmount Playschool:  Monday & 

Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. - noon at Kinmount 

Community Centre. 

Seniors Cards:  Enjoy potluck lunch, 12:30 

p.m. Mondays followed by bid euchre at 

1:00 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion.  

Kinmount Sparks, Brownies, Guides & 

Pathfinders:  Mondays, 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 

p.m. at Kinmount Community Centre. 

Lunch at the Legion:  Tuesdays, 11:30 

a.m. - 2:00 p.m.  Hot Meals $6.00, Soup & 

Sandwich $5.00, includes tea & coffee. Eat 

in/take out. 

Kinmount Public Library: Tuesday & 

Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. & Satur-

day 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. effective Nov. 

16. 

Fitness & Yoga:  Tuesday & Thursday 

mornings at Kinmount Community Centre.  

Fitness 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.  Yoga 10:15 

a.m. - 11:15 a.m.   Call Janet Dalzell at 705

-488-2630.   

Evening Yoga: Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. - 

7:30 p.m. at Kinmount Community Centre.  

Call Gail Holness at 705-455-9294 or visit 

holnessyoga.com.  . 

Preschool Storytime:  Thursdays, 11:00 

a.m. at Kinmount Public Library. 

Open Mediation:  Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. at 

the Dharma Centre, 1886 Galway Road. 

Visit dharmacentre.org or call 705-488-

2704 for more information. 

Friday Night Bingo: 6:45 p.m. at the 

Royal Canadian 

Legion.   

 

 

TASTY TREATS OF 

CHRISTMAS 

The cakes are in!  Kinmount & 

District Lions Club offers a wide 

selection of delicious Christmas 

Cakes & Shortbread just perfect 

for your Christmas table or gift 

giving pleasure.  Get your tasty 

treats at Gateway Variety, Slice 

of the North, Taylor’s Service 

Station, Kinmount Pharmacy or 

Kinmount Medical Centre or call 

Vic Ballik at 705-488-3053. 

CHRISTMAS HAMPER 

REGISTRATION 

Registration for Christmas Ham-

pers to be picked up at Minden 

Arena takes place the week of 

Dec. 6 & the week of Dec. 13.  

Call the Minden Food Bank at 

705-286-6838 to obtain the reg-

istration phone number.  Pick up 

date is Dec. 22. 

SANTA CLAUS STOCKING 

FUND 

City of Kawartha Lakes parents/ 

custodial caregivers who need a 

helping hand providing gifts for 

children that reside with them 

age 15 & under may register for 

The Santa Claus Stocking Fund 

by calling 705-324-9870 up until 

Dec. 3.  Last year the Fund paid 

$32.50 per child to 430 families 

with 823 children.  The Fund 

depends entirely on the generos-

ity of donations from the public.  

Donations may be made at any 

chartered bank in the City of 

Kawartha Lakes or a donation of 

$2 may be given at stores dis-

playing paper Santa Stockings. 

NEW YEAR’S EVE DANCE 

Welcome the New Year at the 

Legion’s annual New Year’s 

Eve Dance with DJ Paul Wilson.  

Enjoy a Hot & Cold Buffet & 

New Year’s Favours.  For ad-

vance tickets call 705-488-2819 

or 705-488-3462. 

 

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES 
 

Dec.  2 – 4 - Christmas in the 

Village Festival - A trio of ac-

tivities & lots of prizes! 



In The Lions Den by Janice Davidson 

Out with the costumes and pump-

kins and in with wreaths, gar-

lands and ornaments. Tis the sea-

son to be jolly and busy. The 

Kinmount Lions are also gearing 

up for a busy season. 

We already have our delicious 

Christmas cakes and cookies for 

sale at the Kinmount Medical 

Center, the Kinmount Pharmacy, 

Gateway Variety, the Kawartha 

Credit Union and Taylor’s Ga-

rage. These goodies are out-

standing in quality, come beauti-

fully packaged and make excel-

lent presents, hostess gifts or de-

serts and snacks at home. Make 

sure to get yours early as these 

items are in great demand and we 

often run out of certain items. 

Be on the look out for our angel 

trees that will be appearing 

around town. Unwrapped pre-

sents for children and teenagers 

can be dropped off at these loca-

tions. Just before Christmas the 

Lions Club will collect these gifts 

and take them up to Minden to 

assemble into Christmas Ham-
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New Installations or Renovations 

Mansfield Plumbing 

Commercial, Residential, Cottages 

Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber 
Complete systems from in-coming water to 

 out-going waste! 
705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340 

16 Highland Gate Blvd. 
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0 

 

www.lakecountrydoctors.org 

WE NEED A THIRD DOCTOR  

 CALL  705 488-2667 

Mash Hill  Carriages 

 

~ Carriage Services for your special Day ~ 

 

Gerard Pearson 

705-488-2724 

 

MashHillRanch@hotmail.com 

pers. I want to thank everyone in 

advance for your generosity, and 

taking the opportunity to put a 

smile on a child’s face on Christ-

mas morning. 

Assembling the Christmas Ham-

pers is a fabulous event. This 

takes place at the Community 

Center in Minden over a number 

of days and is totally done by 

volunteers. It is amazing how 

everything falls into place. 

Groups are organized and are 

directed to work in various areas. 

It is a tiring but very gratifying 

day. Many hands make light 

work, so if anyone is interested in 

joining in on the merriment we 

will be glad to see you there. 

On November 26th the Kinmount 

Lions will be having their club 

Christmas party. Word has it that 

we will be having a murder/

mystery evening with lots of fun 

and prizes. 

We wish everyone a happy holi-

day season. 

Kinmount Health Centre Team 

Annual Lights Across Canada Christmas Celebration 

Thursday, December 2 

Beginning at 6:30 PM 

Kinmount Railway Station 

Come and visit with Santa 



twelve points of doctrine in the Apos-

tle's Creed.   The "eleven pipers piping" 

symbolize the eleven faithful apostles.  

The "ten lords a-leaping" symbolize 

the Ten Commandments.  The "nine 

ladies dancing" symbolize the nine 

Fruits of the Holy Spirit (sometimes 

also listed as the nine classifications of 

angels).  The "eight maids a-milking" 

symbolize the eight Beatitudes. The 

"seven swans a-swimming" symbolize 

the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the 

seven Sacraments.  The "six geese a-

laying" symbolize the six days of crea-

tion.  The "five golden rings" symbolize 

the first five books of the Old Testa-

ment, better known in the Catholic 

Faith as the Pentateuch.  The "four call-

ing birds" symbolize the four Gos-

pels...Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  

The "three French hens" symbolize 

Faith, Hope and Charity, the three 

greatest theological virtues.  The "two 

turtle doves" symbolize the Old and 

New Testaments of the Holy Bible. 

And "a partridge in a pear tree" sym-

bolizes the Messiah, Jesus Christ. 

Savoury Stove Top Stuffing 

 

3 cups of broken dried bread (small 

pieces) 

  

In a microwave safe dish, mix  

1/2 large onion, finely chopped 

2 stalks of celery, finely chopped 

1/4 green pepper, finely chopped 

1/4 red pepper finely chopped 

2 tsp chicken bouillon powder (or 2 

OXO cubes) 

2 tsp dried parsley 

1/2 tsp turmeric 

1/2 tsp dried sage 

1/4 cup water 

 Cover with plastic wrap and micro-

wave for 3 minutes. 

 Add to a saucepan containing 1/2 to 

3/4 cup water and 1/4 cup butter (or 

margarine) 

 Bring to a boil and simmer, covered 

for 3 minutes 

Add the dried bread and stir to moisten, 

let sit covered 5 minutes, fluff with a 

fork and serve. 

 

Cooking Q & A 

 

What is the correct term - stuffing or 

dressing? 

 

Stuffing in the middle ages was known 

as farce, from the Latin farcire (and 

French farcir) meaning to stuff. Farce 

originally denoted a brief, light-hearted 

play stuffed in between lengthy reli-

gious productions to keep the audience 

from being bored.  Forcemeat and farce 

were also common terms referring to a 

spiced chopped meat mixture, currently 

still in use when referring to sausage.  

The term stuffing first appears in Eng-

lish print in 1538. After 1880, it seems 

the term stuffing did not appeal to the 

propriety of the Victorian upper crust, 

who began referring to it as dressing. 

Nowadays, the terms stuffing and 

dressing are used interchangeably. 
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The Legend of the 12 Days of Christmas Dorothy’s Delights  

By Dorothy Heath 
Many people sing "The 12 Days of 

Christmas" believing the "gifts" it 

names for each day are all in fun.  "The 

12 Days of Christmas" was originally 

published as a Christmas Carol in 1780. 

But some say its origins go all the way 

back to the 16th century when Catholi-

cism was banned in England and Ire-

land.  It was a time when Catholics of 

the British Isles needed the French 

Catholics to help them find ways to 

teach their faith to the little ones in se-

cret. Using an old French children's 

song, "The 12 Days of Christmas" was 

born.  During the time when practicing 

the Catholic faith in Ireland could get 

you thrown in jail (or even executed!), 

this song was a way for people, espe-

cially youngsters, to learn and remem-

ber their faith through song, without 

letting English onlookers know they 

were singing about their faith.  The gifts 

in the song are said to be symbolic of 

specific beliefs in the Catholic faith.  So 

just what did those silly-sounding 

Christmas gifts symbolize? The "twelve 

drummers drumming" symbolize the 
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Letter to the Editor 

RE:  Crystal Lake Uranium Mine 

 

Many thanks to Sharon Brickman of 

Crystal Lake for this bit of information 

about the bat population in the old ura-

nium mine featured in last month’s 

Gazette.  

The uranium mine at Crystal Lake 

(Nogies Creek) has been determined to 

be a significant bat hibernaculum for 

bats that over-winter in Ontario (non-

migrating bats). 

There is a horrible disease that is wip-

ing out our bat populations - it is 

known as white-nose syndrome be-

cause their noses turn white before 

they die. 

This disease originated in caves in 

Europe where there are no bats left at 

all.  It was discovered 3 seasons ago in 

New York State and several species 

have been extirpated since that time. 

The cause of the disease is unknown, 

but it is suspected that it is transferred 

on people who enter these caves and 

spread it from cave to cave.  

White-nose was discovered in the 

Crystal Lake bats last winter with a 

very large % of the population being 

wiped out.  This cave is being moni-

tored by wildlife biologists. 

It is important that people stay out of 

bat caves for a few reasons: 1)  It is 

unknown how white nose affects peo-

ple.  2)  People may contribute to 

spreading the disease.  3)  One mid-

winter waking will kill a bat because it 

take so much energy to wake up that it 

will not survive the rest of the winter 

on its fat reserves. 

 

The Gazette Staff always appreciates 

feedback! 

 

http://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.littleshamrocks.com/image-files/turkey_stuffing.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.littleshamrocks.com/Irish-Side-Dish-Recipes.html&usg=__sen8oflTc1X9rBKdyj_jJ6Zcc60=&h=293&w=450&sz=23&hl=en&start=0&zoom=1&tbnid=2ktE5IHiP_U
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Lot 4 East of Main St 

This lot is currently divided between the 

Post Office & the Kinmount Fish & 

Chips. Before 1890, the lot was the site 

of James Wilson’s Butcher Shop. After 

the Fire of 1890, Bill Dunbar acquired 

half the lot to go with lot 3 & his hotel 

business. In 1919, a returning soldier, 

Wallace Scott, bought a chunk of the lot 

& opened a Barber Shop. Later barbers 

on the site included Sylvester Allen & 

Alex Macdonald. The Great Fire of 

1942 destroyed the barber shop & the lot 

sat vacant until 1980 when Ed Todd 

placed the current trailer on the site & 

opened a Fish & Chip take out.  Ed put 

Kinmount on the map, winning an 

award for best fish & chips in an infor-

mal magazine contest. Later owners 

included Dwight & Carolyn Fountain 

and today Billy Fountain operates the 

Kinmount Fish & Chips.  

 

Lot 5 East of Main St 

This lot is currently the building occu-

pied by Christine’s Hairstyling & the 

former site of the Kinmount Pharmacy 

(now unoccupied). This lot was the site 

of Kinmount’s third hotel, owned & 

operated by Joseph Bowie, who arrived 

in town during the boom of the late 

1870s. Bowie ran the stagecoach line 

from Bobcaygeon to Minden before the 

arrival of the Victoria Railway in 1874. 

The railway simply “shortened” his route 

which started in Kinmount & went to 

Minden. Bowie’s Hotel was made of 

brick: unusual in “wooden” Kinmount. 

The brick work saved the Hotel from 

being destroyed in the Fire of 1890. 

George Train acquired the Hotel in 1896. 

Over the next few years, many busi-

nesses came & went in the old brick ho-

tel, including R S Ward, E Hawkins, G 

Dobenski and Levi Christopher who op-

erated a bake shop. In 1914, the brick 

hotel burned to the ground. John Kennet-

tle bought the vacant lot & erected a 

large wooden building housing a restau-

rant & boarding house. Later operators 

included Thomas MacElwain (1924) , 

Ralph Byrne (1931) & Harry Butts just 

before the Great Fire of 1942 destroyed 

the structure, again.  

In 1944, Herb Hancock bought the va-

cant lot for tax arrears & put up the cur-

rent building. He 

used it for ice 

sales, bait sales and 

finally for an empty (beer) bottle depot. 

In the 1980s the building became the 

home of the Kinmount branch of the 

CIBC, the village’s first bank since the 

Sterling Bank closed its doors in the 

1930s. The bank operated 3 days a 

week for many years until the late 

1990s when it was permanently closed. 

Since the bank, the building has seen 

several businesses, including Chris-

tine’s Hairstyling, which has been in 

the north end for over 20 years! The 

south side has been vacant since the 

Kinmount Pharmacy moved to the new 

site in the Medical Centre.  

History of Kinmount Businesses:  Lot 3 West of Main Street  

 

Tom Barbour 
Owner and friendly neighbour 

    

           

Tom.Barbour@sobeys.com
                    

 

Hwy. 35 & 48 

Coboconk, ON 

K0M 1K0 

(T) 705-454-1414 

(F) 705-454-2364 

 

MATTRESS 

OUTLET C 

O 

B 

Y 

6666 Hwy 35 

Coboconk, ON   K0M 1K0 

 

705 454-2014 

Earl Proulx 
   6664 Main St. Hwy. 35 

   Coboconk, ON, K0M 1K0 

   (705) 454-3409 

   eproulx@cogeco.ca 
            Water Softeners 
  Iron and Sulfur Filters 

         Ultraviolet Lights 

         Reverse Osmosis  
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Below:  The circled building is Bowie’s 

Brick Hotel 
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Story of the Wreath 

 

 

The origin of the 

Christmas wreath 

dates back to the 

ancient cultures 

of the Persian 

Empire. During 

that time, wreaths were believed to 

be a symbol of importance as well 

as success. They were much smaller 

in size than the present ones and 

were known as 'diadems'. People 

used to wear the wreaths as head-

bands, sometimes along with jewels 

also. Somewhere around the 776 

BC, Greeks started placing wreaths, 

made of laurel on the head of the 

athelete who came first in the Olym-

pic Games.  Even in ancient Rome, 

the chief of leaders, like Julius Cae-

sar, used to wear wreath on his 

head, just like the crown of a king. 

The transition of the wreaths from a 

headgear to a wall/door decoration 

is not known with much accuracy. 

However, it is believed that once an 

athlete decided to save the headgear 

as a souvenir of his/her victory. 

From then onwards, started the tra-

dition of using wreaths as a Christ-

mas door/wall decoration.  

 

The Tradition of Mistletoe 
Mistletoe was used by Druid priests 

200 years before the birth of Christ in 

their winter celebrations. They revered 

the plant since it had no roots yet re-

mained green during the cold months 

of winter. The 

ancient Celtics 

believed mistle-

toe to have 

magical healing 

powers and used 

it as an antidote 

for poison, in-

fertility, and to 

ward of evil 

spirits. The plant was also seen as a 

symbol of peace, and it is said that 

among Romans, enemies who met 

under mistletoe would lay down their 

weapons and embrace.  Scandanavians 

associated the plant with Frigga, their 

goddess of love, and it may be from 

this that we derive the custom of kiss-

ing under the mistletoe. Those who 

kissed under the mistletoe had the 

promise of happiness and good luck in 

the following year.  

 

 

Cultural Corner:  Christmas Symbols Explained 

Friends of the Library celebrate the newly constructed Reading 

Garden behind the Library 
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Legend of the Poinsettia 

A native Mexican plant, poinsettias were 

named after Joel R. Poinsett, U.S. ambas-

sador to Mexico who brought the plant to 

America in 1828. Poinsettias were likely 

used by Mexican Franciscans in their 

17th century Christmas celebrations. One 

legend has it that a young Mexican boy, 

on his way to visit the village Nativity 

scene, realized he had no gift for the 

Christ child. He gathered pretty green 

branches from along the road and brought 

them to the church. Though the other 

children mocked him, when the leaves 

were laid at the manger, a beautiful star-

shaped flower appeared on each branch. 

The bright red petals, often mistaken for 

flowers, are actually the upper leaves of 

the plant.  
 



ATV -  Sled - Small Engine Repairs 

 

Kinmount Gazette 

 

 

 

 
Main Street Kinmount 

Kawartha Credit Union is a full-service financial  
institution with 19 branches 

 in North and East-Central Ontario  

from Trenton to Parry Sound 
ATM available 24 hours 

705-488-9963  

A local home was the scene of an ongo-

ing investigation by the Brewers Bottle 

Recycling Foundation (BBRF) late last 

week.  Investigators stormed the home 

after a tipster revealed to them that the 

owners were hoarding a spe-

cific type of green beer bottle 

and refusing to return 

them for refund.  The 

bottles were found to be 

stored in a conical for-

mation topped with an 

adormement of beer 

caps.  The officials de-

clined to comment when 

approached by Gazette 

Staff, although one was 

overheard muttering 

“Bah Humbug”.  The 

homeowners were given 

an ultimatum to return 

the bottles by New 

Year’s Eve or face stiff 

penalties and banned 

from buying any bever-

ages bottled in green for 

at least three Christmas 

seasons..  At the time of 

publishing, the owners 

had not yet determined their 

course of action, but were con-

sidering legal action against the 

BBRF.   

Myth Busters: Beer Drinkers Charged With Christmas 

Hijinks 
Types of Hats Made 

From Canadian 

Beaver Pelts 

FIREWOOD 
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ning candidates in the recent 

municipal election. Munici-

pal Government can be so 

important in our day to day 

lives, and yet we pay so little 

attention to it. And the win-

ners are: 

 

City of Kawartha Lakes 

Mayor – Ric Magee 

Councillor Ward 3 

(Somerville) – Dave Hodg-

son 

Township of Galway-

Cavendish & Harvey 

Reeve – Janet Clarkson 

Deputy-Reeve – Ron 

Windover 

Councillor Galway-

Cavendish Ward – Don La-

combe 

Councillor at Large – Made-

laine Pearson 

Municipality of Minden 

Hills 

Reeve – Barb Reid 

Deputy Reeve – Cheryl Mur-

This edition we are continu-

ing with our series on Ghost 

Towns in Haliburton 

County. While researching 

on the internet, I chanced 

across a number of excellent 

websites on Ghost Towns 

all across Ontario. Putting 

aside the romantic “Ghost 

Town” term, these places 

represent a big chunk of our 

history. They reveal lost 

dreams & changing times. 

And they are so local. 

A note on the municipality 

of Highlands East. In 2000, 

the County of Haliburton 

was restructured; which 

means the smaller township 

councils amalgamated into 

4 super-municipalities. 

They are Dysart et al 

(Haliburton), Minden Hills, 

Algonquin Highlands & 

Highlands East. The later 

consists of the geographical 

townships (I hate the term 

former townships!) of Gla-

morgan, Monmouth & Car-

diff.  

Congratulations to the win-

Guy Scott, Editor 

R.R. #1 

Kinmount, Ontario 

K0M 2A0 

Phone: 705-488-3182 

 

E-mail: gdsscott@mail.com 

We’re on the Web 

www.kinmount.ca 

Kinmount...Explore Our Heritage, Experience Our Charm! 

K I N M O U N T  G A Z E T T E  C O M M I T T E E  

Spot the Shot 

Each week we will feature a 

photo from the Kinmount 

Area.  We challenge you to 

identify the spot. 

Submissions of photos wel-

come. Please submit to the 

editor via email with a de-

tailed description of the spot 

you have captured. 

Last week’s Spot the Shot:  an 

ore cart on the shores of 

Nogies Creek near Crystal 

Lake Uranium Mine. 

 
Kinmount Gazette 
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Gazette Committee:  
Lynne Kilby, Staff Writer 
Jane Austin, Publisher 
Yvette Brauer, Advertising/Finance 

From the Editor’s Desk 

doch 

Councillors - Larry Clarke, 

Bridgette Gall, Lisa Schell, 

Ken Redpath, Jean Neville 

 

I also congratulate all the can-

didates who put their names 

forward.  As one of my stu-

dents said “If you want to talk 

the talk, be prepared to walk 

the walk”. They walked the 

walk. 

I was very pleased to see such 

a great turnout for the Remem-

brance Day services this year. I 

believe the crowd gets larger 

every year! And so it should. 

Residents of the Kinmount area 

have always responded to Can-

ada’s call in times of 

war. We should be 

proud! 

It is always good to 

remember the past. 

Many years ago, I had 

a stranger approach me 

in the store & ask if I 

knew anything about 

his grandfather who 

came from Burnt River 

& was killed in World War I. The 

name was Charles Oscartagg. I 

told him he could find his name 

carved on the cenotaph with the 

other fallen heroes. He then la-

mented he had never even seen a 

photo of his grandfather. I replied 

“I have one” which shocked him 

completely. I produced a copy of 

the Kinmount Platoon , 109th Bat-

talion & there sitting in the front 

row was Charles Oscartagg. The 

visitor spent several hours reading 

the “History of Kinmount” book 

sitting on the cenotaph step under 

his grandfather’s name. Kinmount 

remembers. GS 

Crystal Lake Dam under con-

struction 
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705-488-3030 

 

L.L.B.O. 

Canadian & Chinese Food 
Breakfast 8 am to 11 am -  Lunch  11 am to 2 pm 

(705) 488 2596             (705) 488 2683 

 
10% off Pick Up order Over $30.00 

(Cash Only) 

 

 

PEARSON PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

 

Doug Pearson 

R.R.#1 Kinmount, Galway Road 

705-488-2547 

snowplowing 

total property maintenance 

 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

WE DO IT ALL! 

705-488-2965   705-341-2145 


