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The History of Tourism In
To the earliest settlers, lakes,River & Haliburton had this  shorter vacations became the
rivers & local waterways valuable link to the outside norm. It was now possible to  NEiG

were sometimes a nuisance. world as well as lots of nearby reach the lake in a few hours,
Lumbermen utilized the river lakes. Once in town, the tour- and thus the weekend vacation
systems, but farmers were ist had to rent a horse & was born. Increasing levels of
interested in agricultural wagon from the local livery ~ disposable income meant

land. Besides, many ofthe st abl e or ar r amagydamilies had the Money Xy,
lakes were isolated and inac-their vacation destination. Of- to build vacation residences.
cessible. But over the dec- ten the vacation party was And thus the cottage was born.

ades, opinions of the local  simply dropped off on the The earliest cottages were still o

water resources beganto  shore of the local lake and rooted firmly in the cabin REC

change. By 1900, summer abandoned until a pre mentality of the past: small,

vacations began to become arranged date when the taxi  plain and related more to out-

popular with rich urban service would pick them up.  door camping than permanent Kinm

dwellers. The Kawar- Any travel was by foot, and  residences. Things like hydro

tha’Lakes became popular the vacation party was pre- & indoor plumbing were still

summer vacation destina- paredtospendtheallotted not common, bufE ito
tions, easily accessible from time stranded in one spot. like the early pioneers repre-

the urban centres. The earli- Most parties simply squatted sented the pioneer spirit and

est vacationers stayed at re- on an appropriate shoreline, was embraced (or quietly tol-

sorts (the richer ones) or sim-the land still being crown land. erated) by the tourists. For

ply camped (less well off).  Some local families did even- those who wanted to be

Private cottages were stillin t ual |'y bui | d Afcvaaiithesd dmod,a rsesorts sprang up
the future. The main attrac- lected spot. These cabins wereat preferred locations, but indi-

tions were canoeing or row- small shelters from the vidual cottages became more Campers at Swamp Lake

ing, bathing (today we call it weather or for sleeping, as common. (Crystal Lake) in August
swimming), fishing, hunting most activities were still held The earliest access roads were1904. Many people camped

and relaxing in the solitude outside. The cabins doubled as Continued on page 3 along the shores. Cottages

of Mother Nature. The camp-fishing cabins, hunting shacks began springing up in the

ing was tenbnly and the or whatever was in season. 1930s.
comforts of the age would be After the 1940s, the __, :
considered very primitive by vacation industry |
todayos st andhbegah$ochaige, rr &
vacationers often stayed for drastically. More @
weeks or even months ata  people were now
time: no weekend jaunts. It  clustered in urban
often took them several days environments, and
to reach the vacation para- the demand for out-
dise, and moving about was door vacations in-
difficult or impossible: it was creased. Cars be-
by horse & wagon! came commonplac
Kinmount was one of the and mobility was
first travel destinations in the greatly enhanced.
area. The main access mode Due to changing
was by train, and such local work schedules,

L R
centres as Kinmount, Burnt more frequent but i& LY
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Neighbours and Friends: Burnt River ¥ @ kawartha
' |

Downstream from Kinmount  (Anglican & Methodist) as library branch was dedicated L‘ # CREDIT UNION

in the valley of the Burnt well as an Orange Lodge weren 1973. The modern Burnt , ;

River is the village of Burnt  testaments to its nefound River-Somerville Community Main Street Kinmount

River. The first settler in the status as a full fledged village.

area was Alexander Rettie, A new (stone) school was Centre vr\]/as completed r:n | Kawartha Credit Union is a
who bought Lot 14 in the"s  built in 1901 to accommodate 1983- The opening of the Vic-{ full-service financial
Concession of Somerville 108 students: all taught by 1 toria Rail Trail in 1985 made institution with 19 branches
Township in 1864. The lower teacher! The village later the village of Burnt River an in North and'

Burnt River Valley contains added a Wo me n Gascess poisition thisrdcrea- | East-Central Ontario from
some good farmland, and  Burnt River Telephone Com- tional route. When the school | T7€Nton to Parry Sound.
soon a thriving little farm pany, and several resorts for closed in 1991, the building

community grew up called summer tourists. The Town- : )
Rettiebs Br i dgskpofSomavilduserthe WaSoccupied bythe PostOf-1  ATM available 24 hours

section was set up in 1870  village as a base since it was fIce & library. To celebrate 7054889963

and a post office in 1873. centrally located in the mu-  the Millennium in 2000, the

Originally the village of Kin-  nicipality. village publ jmsheod, »A&lL.o A0
mount had been called Burnt Like all villages in our area, Around Burnt River: A TR
River Crossing, but that title  Burnt River had its shareof pi ¢t or i al Hi. .= -D?E.ﬂ""'ai_ o -
had been abandoned in favourtragedies. Fire (where have W&is the history of the com- i - Jv

of Kinmount as early as 1859, heard that before?) ravaged itv No ahost t
so the new hamlet changed itsthe main Street in 1944, de- munity. No ghos _OWT] L
name from Ret tsirogidgs hoesi&bgsie t Yatus for Burnt River: still &z

Shegocw —
L — T

Burnt River. nesses. The locals were unabli@ thriving village in the e S— _

Burnt River got its big boost to stop the conflagration until valley of the Burnt. = 'gi L

in 1876 when the rails of Vic- the train arrived and water = s ) e

toria Railway reached the from the boiler was used to e

area. A station was estab- douse the flames. Floods =y

lished on the Rettie property threatened the area from time ;

& call ed Rett itetinsasSprirg fréshettes A — I

fire destroyed the first struc-  swelled the Burnt River. The stone used to clad the Burnt River Anglican Church was mined at the
ture and a replacement was By the 1920s, many farmers Burnt River Quarry. It is worth the drive to Burnt River to view this

built a mile north. The village nor t h of t he Tfbéagtfdiglkepdtredsure. | i me -
grew up around the new sta- stone ridge north of town) had
tion and the name Burnt River abandoned their marginal [
Station was adopted. Like so lands. The County of Victorigs
many other communities stepped in and the area wast
along the railway, the new replanted with pine trees to
village prospered thanks to its become the Victoria County
rail connections. Several saw- Forest; an excellent examplé
mills sprang up along the of reforestation and public §
river, sending forest products land use.
to outside markets via rail. A Eventually the farming and
quarry was opened beside thejumbering industries declineg
rail line, and Burnt River in importance. The railway
limestone was soon in high ceased operation in 1980 al

demand, he mills all closed. B
The village of Burnt River the mills all closed. But tour-%

grew proportionately thanks ism replaced the original in-
to its new railway links. Sev- dustries and Burnt River, like

eral stores graced the Main its sister settlements, moved

The Gazette Challenges You!

Street. Two churches into the moder era. Centen- | The Anniversary Committee is sponsoring a special
nial Park, along the Burnt award for the best 150th Anniversary - themed Entry
River, was opened in 1967. A in the Warriorsd Day Par ajde
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Tourism, continued from page 1 Lake Histories

still primitive and very sea-  followed by hibernation for amenities of the modern age | Crego Lake

sonal. The easier the access the winter. The only true  could be enjoyed on vacation] |n the northeast corner of Somer
via existing the pioneer road marinas in the Kinmount  as well. The electric refrigerad ville Township lies Crego Lake. A
grid, the earlier the cottage. area were found on Crystal tor replaced the icbox, and | mediumsized lake of about 60

Private property lots were Lake, where the number of the electric stove the old acres, it was named after membes
sold by individual landown-  cottagers justified the busi- wood stove. Cottages becamfof the Crego family, earliest pio-
ers, but most shorelines wereness. larger to the point where they| neers in the village of Kinmount.

still crown land in the 1940s. The local municipalities were basically indistinguish- | Basically ignored until the 1960s,
However the Government of were forced to upgrade & able from regular homes and | the lake was eventually subdividdd
Ontario was more than happybuild additional roads for thenly the setting differed. Win-| by Kinmount Estates Ltd. into
to sell off shoreline lots whereadvent of the tourist age.  ter usage was practical if de- | about 60 cottage lots in the 1960%.
the demand (and access)wasNar r ow fc ot t siee and manylsvers of lakd Access was gained from the Mongk
good. Cottage lots were al- new category in the local life began to retire to their Road, and the lake soon developpd
ways small, no acreages herelexicon) eventually spider cottages. The original pio- a reputation for great cottaging.
but the water was still open towebbed around suitable  neers would be aghast at the | Limited winter access meant sev
the public so the front yard  lakes. In the early days, thefact the waterfront property | eral permanent residents began tp
was more important than any were seasonal roads: no  could be filled to the point use the lake. Crego Lake, a uncop-
back acreage. Later lots snowplowing & even little  where there was now no mor¢ trolled water level lake, drains intr
lacked road access, and manpummer maintenance. Natuspace for new cottages, but |the Burnt River via Crego (or
cottagers had to go the last ral obstacles such as bridgeday such is the case onmo})Rus hwort hés) crleek.
little bit by water. To accom- rivers & swamps drastically area lakes. Many of the later
modate the water access cot-affected their routes and  cottages occupy lakefront Davis Lake

tage lots, public boat launchesnud was a problem in the terrain once considered un- | This lake lying the closest to the
were set up for every lake andall & spring seasons. Manysuited for human habitation, village of Kinmount, attracted the
eventually marinas sprang upentrepreneur farmers earnednd marginal, smaller lakes liest cottacers. The Hopkins
at key spots wheredemand e xt r a cash # lasdeden rivegfidnt prapertes ear !es co g. ' P
made them practical. from the mud: usually with have now entered the vacatiopf@mily; local Kinmount merchants
The marina was a new phe- that ever reliable team of  equation. As with the laws of | were cottaging by 1900. Access
nomena to the local scene. horses! Gradually over timesupply & demand, the values | from town was made by the Davi
Services provided to the cot- the access roads were im- (and taxes) on waterfront Lake Road, and the waterfront wds
tagers included boat launchesproved and extended, mak-properties have also climbed | only a few miles from Kinmount.
gas, boat rentals, docking  ing a trip to the cottage prado historical highs. Where the
facilities, a small general stordical all year and less of a vacationer of 1900 simply
and sometimes restaurants struggle. squatted on crown land un- i ~
and entertainment facilities. As the cottage community abashed about ownership or [Mi neér os Bay frojm t h
The marina business was  grew, the newer versions oftaxes, the modern cottage cafi€asiest point was from Kinmount
tricky economically: basically the cabin became larger, be an expensive proposition. | village and its railway/road links.
relying on the 2 month tourist more luxurious and filled  Backlotting (cottages not on
season and a few long week- with the modern conven-  actual waterfront) became Salmon Lake

ends. Locals joked it was iences once reserved for  common and several subdivi-| Salmon Lake flows into Crystal
based on the black bear life- permanent homes. Hydro sions were organized to fit Lake & hence the Nogies Creek
style: intense summer feedingines were added so all the more cottages on less water- | watershed. A few early pioneer
front. The cottage became a | farmers penetrated to the lake from
part of Canadian culture, and | the Galway Road in the 1890s. This
the area once labeled the Ot-} access road meant cottaging on
tawaHuron Tract received a | Salmon Lake began early in the
new nickn a me : i C o |19G0¢l Eventually the lake was
Countryo. ringed by roads with access from
the north side via the North Salmgn
Lake Road. Salmon Lake was al-
ways a popular destination for fish-
ermen, especially bass and later
lake trout.

Davis Lake could also be access¢d
via Buller to the southwest and
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Life on the Lakes

There is some gene in the

Canadian psyche that drives €arnest with the Canada Day the fish stocks.

them to water to relax and
have fun.

water or the seasonal varia-
tions that drive this pilgrim-
age to water, but summer
woul dndét be
some fdwater

in vacation activities involve

Kinmount area, being on the
fringe between the Kawartha
Lakes region & the Halibur-
ton Highlands, has been

suitable vacation lakes. The
term Al akeo
nym for water vacations for

the simple fact most vacation door activities in the summer brought in boating licenses.

mer season, commences in

Long Weekend or July®*1

Ma y g-ikewiseths gottageseason years as well. A century ago,
abundance of pristine fresh- Starts to stand down after La- canoes were the norm, along
with rowboats, skiffs & sail-
considered the traditional timeboats. Today, moteboats

¢ o t domigpe.dNeveotechnology
s Whmd rerwi tl Mo ¢ 0 dnelydésgetskKisaGne contro-
a <hangipg woldenaagy cottagy viersy over the use of motor-
many Canadians, the ultimate®rs use their properties year boats relates to their size (anq
round, but summer & cottagesspeed). Some of the smaller
time spent on the water. The Still belong in the same sen-  lakes are unsuitable for the

bour Day. Thanksgiving is

t o fpmctkhe

tence for most vacationers.
What is so special about a
summer vacation on a lake?

Space prohibits a dissertation Water skiing was big in the
blessed with an abundance ofhere on the joys of summer atlarger lakes, and some lakes
the cottage, but it can be gen-even had a wateskiing club.

i erally gtateg it ig the change y g to an increase in boating

of pace combined with out-

properties are on a lake. Therdveather that drives the cot-

are cottages on larger rivers,
but their numbers pale com-
pared to lakdront properties.
The larger the body of water,
the more desirable, but there
are changes in this trend as
river properties do have their
benefits.

Cottaging has been a tradi-
tional summer sport. There
are practical reasons for this,
the most obvious one being
weat her .
cottageo is
the cottager. While some

tage crowd. The oldest cot-
tage activity is fishing. Being
on the fringe of 2 zones, the

Kinmount area has both warmics. Cottage associations are

-water & coldwater bodies of
water. The deciding factor in
this classification is water
temperature. The warwater
fish include pickerel (or wall-

eye), muskies and bass. Cold tages easy targets for break
water lakes house trout, basse nt er

and even whitdish. Many

i Op e rakepgsociatipnsihqiddishing reached epidemic proportior]
a derhies @r toyrpameyts. jnj qftenpeing reported inthe | |
hundreds every year. Profest

recent years, the MNR has

hardy folk use Easter as their changed the fishing regula-

benchmark, the mainstream
aim for the first of May or
thereabout s.
leave the larger lakes until
late April, and roads can be
Aiffyo until

tions to exclude catching
some species at risk and to

Ty ei 8d BEdOoMhptrad ufei ddme a hren

under a certain size must be

released. The fish population yearround patrols,
138 gome ¢nger gregtpiessyaeighbourhood watch and

lately, due to environmental

rules & regulations to protect

Boats have changed over the

OKozi
Total Foot Care

Sabine Henderson
H.C.A. Certified

e

Call 705-488-2205
For appointment

Wl

speed boats, while many tra-

ditional cottagers decry the
emphasis on size & speed.

mishaps, the government ha

Anyone who operates a motq
boat has until September 15
take a boater
taken online or at local clin-

r
(o]
I6

even holding courses in Au-
gust to facilitate this law.
The seasonal nature of the
cottage properties as well as
their remoteness made cot-

o

Crazy Horse Stainefl

Glass & Gifts

Custom Windows & Doors,
Panels, Lamps,
& Decorative ldeas

Linda & Bill McGillivray
Galway Rg., )
S tK‘/an/snéu'm‘, N
KOM 2A0
7054882860

crazy _horseca@yahoo.cor

~

cri mes.

I'n the 139c00sS

1990s, cottage bredhks

sional gangs of thieves woulf
simply move from cottage to
cottage, stealing anything of

Cottagers fought back with

other measures. Thanks to

of.f .
Kinmount Artisans
Marketplace

son is traditionally aimed at ) c
the Al ong wee Kagstargy lgss of Rahitpt, oves- o these efforts, especially the
Victoria Day Long Weekend fishing, etc. It is a far cry fcottage watec
(alias the May 24 weekend) isfrom the gooebld days when  of break & enter crimes has

checkin for the cottage fanything go e sAdissweanuchtiehred by aog
crowd. Tstmeneri h iokfhymb. Today we have tagers in the last decade is

seasono, or t rseanstliceasessand syngdry, - Continued on page

5

Celebrating 10 years in 2009
Local Fine Art and Handcrafts
ho, toweelLevelu mb e r
Kinmount Community Centre,

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121
Kinmount, Ontario, Canada
www.kinmountartisans.ca
Phone (705) 488 -1414
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Kinmount Committee For Planning and Economic Development
Is a Proud Sponsor of the

Kinmount 150th Anniversary Committee

Royal Canadian Legon

Kinmount, O ntario

We will remember them.

Lake Histories
Crystal Lake

John McGrath

Branch 441 ;
Obviously the

more correct term.

705-488-3462

cabins on the

§

EW)

¥k' t«‘! later the Crystal Lake Marina was started. A similar node of co
TR ing followed on the north shore based on Clear Bay & its Marin

> #, Eventually cottage

- P

\

the lake.

IhinAs

-~
x
.
'
’ Iy
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The largest lake in the Kinmount area is Crystal Lake. The old
ers called it Swamp Lake, which is strange because the lake r
has no swamps around it. The reason was most likely the earlipst
pioneers had to cross large swamps to access thisvetdd lake.

ACryst al
Swamp, but in this case, the more romantic term Crystal is als

title

Pioneer farmers eventually located on both the north & south

shores, giving Crystal Lake the advantage of early access. Thd
White Family from Ewan soon had a cabin on the north side, W
south
Thanks to the access afforded by the Crystal Lake Road, a co
community grew up in the 1930s on the south shore. To servic
these vacationers, Archie & Peg Dettman opened a small stord

fisett!| eme
lake was accessed. In the 1970s, a subdivision called Back B4
Estates located over 70 lots on the hill overlooking the west sig

Crystal Lake has an unusual formation of numerous deep bayq &
inlets. In total, the lake has over 21 miles of shoreline, which afjo
for lots of waterfront cottage lots. Today, over 600 lots line Cry;

Lake and for all intensive purposes the lake is full.

T. T. LAND COM-
PANY INC.

If you would like to support the

Tabbed Tape Strip « In memory of Arthur

Thank you to our ¢ Isabelle McKinnon .
Patrons e Betty Scott

Compan

Life on the Lakes
continued from page 4

water quality. Due to a number of

factors (mostly humagaused),
| ocal | akes

ar e

they once were. Cottage associa-
tions, environmental groups and

irlrl‘(:onservation authorities have all

la tfied to halt the deterioration of

| .

water quality and return the local

o Wategs to.fleir griging) state, An-n g
trther issue is fluctuating lake lev-

els. Many local lakes are reservoir
lakes for the Trent Canal, which
means over the summer season
their water levels are reduced as

hilBemand for the canal dictates.
" &yl VIS

[ %om drawdown for the Canal,
[ g While some of the smaller lakes
tagire natural level lakes uninflu-

h. enced by the Trent Canal System.

n Andther [ssue is thvasivespesiasr d
y or fAinvader so
€ 9&ms such as rock bass, zebra

ke's Buffdr

t o

mussels, purple loosestrife, Eura-

sian milfoil and spiny water flea.

vE”uese foreign invaders can wreak

tanavoc on local ecosystems. An

often-overlooked water activity is
canoeing, especially on the Burnt

: won plaudits for its role as a

% River. The good old Burnt has

: canoe route. It has a reputation
: as being challenging, but not too

y . Gazette as a patronigpse send ¥ .. .
:e The Pearson Family Owens _ your donaﬂonpto Kinmﬁ)um Ga. | difficult for the novice canoer.
:e Hugh Kylie e In memory of Archie, e Advertising & Finance, c/ot Its many portages are easy, and
:e Diane agg?rt Bruce, Joe, Peggy Ann yvette Brauer, P.O. Box 17, Kin+ it does have the advantage of
:° ISniI\Teermory of Norm and Andy Bowman mount, On KOM 2A0. Cheques: access and convenience of the
 In memory of Joe « Joyce Strang should be made payable to many villages along its route.
: Bowman o June Sully K.C.P.E.D. : Canoes are now being chal-
lenged by kay-
aks, another
~ HOMES, COTTAGES N
CHATTY KELLYS® Id RENOVATIONs | Canadian in-
ULTIMATE ROADSIDE vention. The
DINER e clilstle turbulent Burnt
& FRESH CUT ERIES @ uilding Materials building centres is still the land
S V4 of the canoe, a

7 DAYS A WEEK JULY 1ST UNTIL LABOUR DAY

Burgers, Dogs, Fish, Chicken

OPEN WEEKENDS MAY, JUNE, SEPT.,OCT.

500 Metres south of the Bridge in Kinmount on 121
705 488 1561

J. AUSTIN & SONS LIMITED

LUMBER FOR EVERY PURPOSE
KINMOUNT, ONTARIO

Office 705.488.2961
1.877.488.2961
Fax 705.488.3279

throwback to
the old days

to place.

Page 5

when you
need gas to get
you from place
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The Burnt River Quarry

can be seen at the Crego
Creek trestle south of Kin-
mount & the old IB&O bridge
where the Canadian Shield abutments at Howland Junc-
meets the Great Lakes Low- tjon. At its peak, the old
lands. The Canadian Shield i&:]uarry emp|0yed as many as
composed mostly of hard 40 men. To find the necessary
granite rocks. The Great workforce, Suddaby recruited
Lakes Lowlands contain a lot yworkers from Britain. At the
of limestone rocks. Lime-  peak, 14 carloads of crushed
stone, a softer rock, has manyock were shipped via rail
more uses than hard granite. every day!

Just to the west of the viIIage The old quarry operated spo-
is a limestone ledge, often  radically until 1924 when it
called the Pinery Ledge. An  was sold to a Hagersville
outcrop of limestone at this  quarry company who simply
point made quarrying very  closed the site to take it out of
practical. The Victoria Rail- production & set a monopoly
way passed right past this sitgn the limestone industry. It

in 1876, the same year Alex- stands abandoned to this very
ander Rettie opened the Burngjay.

River Quarry. The Quarry  The old village quarry was
was later acquired by Samuelnot the only such one in the
Suddaby, who really ex- area. To the east of town, 2
panded the business. limestone quarries were later
Limestone has many uses, (1980s) established to exploit
including lime for agricultural Byrnt River limestone.

uses & bUIIdlng materials. Crushed stone and armour
The great lime kilns at Cobo- stone or landscape stone are
conk were built for these pur- still hauled from these sites.
poses. It can also be crushed Many local limestone land-
easily to gravel for road build-scaping walls have been built
ing. Due to its softness, it canpy Dudman Construction,

The village of Burnt River is
located on a contact zone

Victoria County Forest

Farming in the Canadian Victoria with the encourage-
Shield was always a precari- ment of the MNR (then called
ous occupation. In the great Lands & Forests), decided to
land rush of the late 1800s, reforest the abandoned sector.
pi oneer f ar me Mwouséindslof acresavererd o
claimed any lots they planted with evergreens, espe-
ithought 0 c ou lidly Vareties af pine. &\ dor-
into farms. After all, the land ester was hired and a head-
was freeéas | quarersaesupintheaabane -
tually tried to farm it. In real- doned Maconachie House.
ity, much of the area was un- Foresters have included Chris
suitable for agriculture. The Hodgson, Fred Palmer and
light, sandy lands often Roddy Cameron.
Aipl ayed outo after a
ades, and later generations The Lands & Forests supplied
simply abandoned the unpro-the seedlings and paid local
ductive areas. Such was the residents to plant, thin & har-
case of a large block of land vest the trees. By 1965,
in Somerville Township north 10,000 acres of hen
of Burnt River, all the way to agricultural land had been
the Haliburton border. reforested, primarily with red
pine. Red pine was the most
By the 1920s, many farms  common tree because it was
were abandoned or let go for the hardiest species. Still, it
property taxes. Faced with  takes 80 years to mature to
this problem, the County of full size!

The new public
accessible
washrooms are
finished and are

few dec-

also be carved into building masters of the art, in our area.
blocks. Thes_e IasF 2 purposessOme prime examp|es can be
were the main objectives of  found in the Austin Sawmill

the Burnt River Quarry.  Park and at the Kinmount
Burnt River limestone build-  Fajrgrounds.

ing blocks were sent to vari-
ous places all over Ontario.
They were used in railway
trestles all over the area. They

KINMOUNT & DISTRICT
<. LIONS CLUB

(\ 14
Y "We Senve

David Anderson 488-2005
Barb Hill 488-2315

looking great.

Lake Histories

White Lake
Along the eastern boundary of Galway Township lies White Lake. [ar-
liest pioneers accessed the area via the Galway Road, White Lakq Road
or from Irondale. The water levels are controlled by the White Lak

Dam, which tumbles spectacularly into Salerno Lake. Earliest settlprs
reported the | ake was essenti (Y
walk across the lake on driftwood, stumps or stranded logs. The lum-
bermen installed a dam to control water levels & the Trent Canal njain-
tained it over the years. Cottaging came early to White Lake as th
Peacock family established summer properties on the shoreline offtheir
east end farm. The Switzer family did the same on the west side. 4
newer subdivision occupies the south end.
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