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shorter vacations became the 

norm. It was now possible to 

reach the lake in a few hours, 

and thus the weekend vacation 

was born. Increasing levels of 

disposable income meant 

many families had the money 

to build vacation residences. 

And thus the cottage was born. 

The earliest cottages were still 

rooted firmly in the cabin 

mentality of the past: small, 

plain and related more to out-

door camping than permanent 

residences. Things like hydro 

& indoor plumbing were still 

not common, but ñroughing itò 

like the early pioneers repre-

sented the  pioneer spirit and 

was embraced (or quietly tol-

erated) by the tourists. For 

those who wanted to be 

ñwaited onò, resorts sprang up 

at preferred locations, but indi-

vidual cottages became more 

common.  

The earliest access roads were 

Continued on page 3 

River & Haliburton had this 

valuable link to the outside 

world as well as lots of nearby 

lakes. Once in town, the tour-

ist had to rent a horse & 

wagon from the local livery 

stable or arrange for a ñtaxiò to 

their vacation destination. Of-

ten the vacation party was 

simply dropped off on the 

shore of the local lake and 

abandoned until a pre-

arranged date when the taxi 

service would pick them up. 

Any travel was by foot, and 

the vacation party was pre-

pared to spend the allotted 

time stranded in one spot. 

Most parties simply squatted 

on an appropriate shoreline, 

the land still being crown land.  

Some local families did even-

tually build ñcabinsò in a se-

lected spot. These cabins were 

small shelters from the 

weather or for sleeping, as 

most activities were still held 

outside. The cabins doubled as 

fishing cabins, hunting shacks 

or whatever was in season. 

After the 1940s, the 

vacation industry 

began to change, 

drastically. More 

people were now 

clustered in urban 

environments, and 

the demand for out-

door vacations in-

creased. Cars be-

came commonplace, 

and mobility was 

greatly enhanced. 

Due to changing 

work schedules, 

more frequent but 

To the earliest settlers, lakes, 

rivers & local waterways 

were sometimes a nuisance. 

Lumbermen utilized the river 

systems, but farmers were 

interested in agricultural 

land. Besides, many of the 

lakes were isolated and inac-

cessible. But over the dec-

ades, opinions of the local 

water resources began to 

change. By 1900, summer 

vacations began to become 

popular with rich urban 

dwellers. The Kawar-

tha`Lakes became popular 

summer vacation destina-

tions, easily accessible from 

the urban centres. The earli-

est vacationers stayed at re-

sorts (the richer ones) or sim-

ply camped (less well off). 

Private cottages were still in 

the future. The main attrac-

tions were canoeing or row-

ing, bathing (today we call it 

swimming), fishing, hunting 

and relaxing in the solitude 

of Mother Nature. The camp-

ing was tent-only and the 

comforts of the age would be 

considered very primitive by 

todayôs standards. Earliest 

vacationers often stayed for 

weeks or even months at a 

time: no weekend jaunts. It 

often took them several days 

to reach the vacation para-

dise, and moving about was 

difficult or impossible: it was 

by horse & wagon! 

Kinmount was one of the 

first travel destinations in the 

area. The main access mode 

was by train, and such local 

centres as Kinmount, Burnt 

Campers at Swamp Lake 

(Crystal Lake) in August 

1904.  Many people camped 

along the shores.  Cottages 

began springing up in the 

1930s. 



Neighbours and Friends: Burnt River 

(Anglican & Methodist) as 

well as an Orange Lodge were 

testaments to its new-found 

status as a full fledged village. 

A new (stone) school was 

built in 1901 to accommodate  

108 students: all taught by 1 

teacher! The village later 

added a Womenôs Institute, 

Burnt River Telephone Com-

pany, and several resorts for 

summer tourists. The Town-

ship of Somerville used the 

village as a base since it was 

centrally located in the mu-

nicipality.  

Like all villages in our area, 

Burnt River had its share of 

tragedies. Fire (where have we 

heard that before?) ravaged 

the main Street in 1944, de-

stroying 5 homes & busi-

nesses. The locals were unable 

to stop the conflagration until 

the train arrived and water 

from the boiler was used to 

douse the flames. Floods 

threatened the area from time 

to time as spring freshettes 

swelled the Burnt River. 

By the 1920s, many farmers 

north of the ñLedgeò (a lime-

stone ridge north of town) had 

abandoned their marginal 

lands. The County of Victoria 

stepped in and the area was 

replanted with pine trees to 

become the Victoria County 

Forest; an excellent example 

of reforestation and public 

land use. 

Eventually the farming and 

lumbering industries declined 

in importance. The railway 

ceased operation in 1980 and 

the mills all closed. But tour-

ism replaced the original in-

dustries and Burnt River, like 

its sister settlements, moved 

into the modern era. Centen-

nial Park, along the Burnt 

River, was opened in 1967. A 

Downstream from Kinmount 

in the valley of the Burnt 

River is the village of Burnt 

River. The first settler in the 

area was Alexander Rettie, 

who bought Lot 14 in the 5th 

Concession of Somerville 

Township in 1864. The lower 

Burnt River Valley contains 

some good farmland, and 

soon a thriving little farm 

community grew up called 

Rettieôs Bridge. A school 

section was set up in 1870 

and a post office in 1873. 

Originally the village of Kin-

mount had been called Burnt 

River Crossing, but that title 

had been abandoned in favour 

of Kinmount as early as 1859, 

so the new hamlet changed its 

name from Rettieôs Bridge to 

Burnt River.  

Burnt River got its big boost 

in 1876 when the rails of Vic-

toria Railway reached the 

area. A station was estab-

lished on the Rettie property 

& called Rettieôs Station. A 

fire destroyed the first struc-

ture and a replacement was 

built a mile north. The village 

grew up around the new sta-

tion and the name Burnt River 

Station was adopted. Like so 

many other communities 

along the railway, the new 

village prospered thanks to its 

rail connections. Several saw-

mills sprang up along the 

river, sending forest products 

to outside markets via rail. A 

quarry was opened beside the 

rail line, and Burnt River 

limestone was soon in high 

demand.  

The village of Burnt River 

grew proportionately thanks 

to its new railway links. Sev-

eral stores graced the Main 

Street. Two churches 
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library branch was dedicated 

in 1973. The modern Burnt 

River-Somerville Community 

Centre was completed in 

1983. The opening of the Vic-

toria Rail Trail in 1985 made 

the village of Burnt River an 

access point on this recrea-

tional route. When the school 

closed in 1991, the building 

was occupied by the Post Of-

fice & library. To celebrate 

the Millennium in 2000, the 

village published ñIn  And 

Around Burnt River: A 

Pictorial Historyò to chroni-

cle the history of the com-

munity. No ghost town 

status for Burnt River: still 

a thriving village in the 

valley of the Burnt. 
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still primitive and very sea-

sonal. The easier the access 

via existing the pioneer road 

grid, the earlier the cottage. 

Private property lots were 

sold by individual landown-

ers, but most shorelines were 

still crown land in the 1940s. 

However the Government of 

Ontario was more than happy 

to sell off shoreline lots where 

the demand (and access) was 

good. Cottage lots were al-

ways small, no acreages here, 

but the water was still open to 

the public so the front yard 

was more important than any 

back acreage. Later lots 

lacked road access, and many 

cottagers had to go the last 

little bit by water. To accom-

modate the water access cot-

tage lots, public boat launches 

were set up for every lake and 

eventually marinas sprang up 

at key spots where demand 

made them practical.  

The marina was a new phe-

nomena to the local scene. 

Services provided to the cot-

tagers included boat launches, 

gas, boat rentals, docking 

facilities, a small general store 

and sometimes restaurants 

and entertainment facilities. 

The marina business was 

tricky economically: basically 

relying on the 2 month tourist 

season and a few long week-

ends. Locals joked it was 

based on the black bear life-

style: intense summer feeding 

followed by hibernation for 

the winter. The only true 

marinas in the Kinmount 

area were found on Crystal 

Lake, where the number of 

cottagers justified the busi-

ness.  

The local municipalities 

were forced to upgrade & 

build additional roads for the 

advent of the tourist age. 

Narrow ñcottage roadsò (a 

new category in the local 

lexicon) eventually spider-

webbed around suitable 

lakes. In the early days, they 

were seasonal roads: no 

snowplowing & even little 

summer maintenance. Natu-

ral obstacles such as bridges, 

rivers & swamps drastically 

affected their routes and 

mud was a problem in the 

fall & spring seasons. Many 

entrepreneur farmers earned 

extra cash ñhaulingò cars 

from the mud; usually with 

that ever reliable team of 

horses! Gradually over time, 

the access roads were im-

proved and extended, mak-

ing a trip to the cottage prac-

tical all year and less of  a 

struggle.  

As the cottage community 

grew, the newer versions of 

the cabin became larger, 

more luxurious and filled 

with the modern conven-

iences once reserved for 

permanent homes. Hydro 

lines were added so all the 

Tourism, continued from page 1 
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amenities of the modern age 

could be enjoyed on vacation 

as well. The electric refrigera-

tor replaced the ice-box, and 

the electric stove the old 

wood stove.  Cottages became 

larger to the point where they 

were basically indistinguish-

able from regular homes and 

only the setting differed. Win-

ter usage was practical if de-

sired, and many lovers of lake 

life began to retire to their 

cottages. The original pio-

neers would be aghast at the 

fact the waterfront property 

could be filled to the point 

where there was now no more 

space for new cottages, but 

today such is the case on most 

area lakes. Many of the later 

cottages occupy lakefront 

terrain once considered un-

suited for human habitation, 

and marginal, smaller lakes 

and even riverfront properties 

have now entered the vacation 

equation. As with the laws of 

supply & demand, the values 

(and taxes) on waterfront 

properties have also climbed 

to historical highs. Where the 

vacationer of 1900 simply 

squatted on crown land un-

abashed about ownership or 

taxes, the modern cottage can 

be an expensive proposition. 

Back-lotting (cottages not on 

actual waterfront) became 

common and several subdivi-

sions were organized to fit 

more cottages on less water-

front. The cottage became a 

part of Canadian culture, and 

the area once labeled the Ot-

tawa-Huron Tract received a 

new nick-name: ñCottage 

Countryò. 

 

Crego Lake 

In the northeast corner of Somer-

ville Township lies Crego Lake. A 

medium-sized lake of about 60 

acres, it was named after members 

of the Crego family, earliest pio-

neers in the village of Kinmount. 

Basically ignored until the 1960s, 

the lake was eventually subdivided 

by Kinmount Estates Ltd. into 

about 60 cottage lots in the 1960s. 

Access was gained from the Monck 

Road, and the lake soon developed 

a reputation for great cottaging. 

Limited winter access meant sev-

eral permanent residents began to 

use the lake. Crego Lake, a uncon-

trolled water level lake, drains into 

the Burnt River via Crego (or 

Rushworthôs) creek. 

 

Davis Lake 

This lake lying the closest to the 

village of Kinmount, attracted the 

earliest cottagers. The Hopkins 

family, local Kinmount merchants, 

were cottaging by 1900. Access 

from town was made by the Davis 

Lake Road, and the waterfront was 

only a few miles from Kinmount.  

Davis Lake could also be accessed 

via Buller to the southwest and 

Minerôs Bay from the west, but the 

easiest point was from Kinmount 

village and its railway/road links. 

Salmon Lake 

Salmon Lake flows into Crystal 

Lake & hence the Nogies Creek 

watershed. A few early pioneer 

farmers penetrated to the lake from 

the Galway Road in the 1890s. This 

access road meant cottaging on 

Salmon Lake began early in the 

1900s. Eventually the lake was 

ringed by roads with access from 

the north side via the North Salmon 

Lake Road. Salmon Lake was al-

ways a popular destination for fish-

ermen, especially bass and later 

lake trout. 

  

Lake Histories 



There is some gene in the 

Canadian psyche that drives 

them to water to relax and 

have fun. Maybe itôs the 

abundance of pristine fresh-

water or the seasonal varia-

tions that drive this pilgrim-

age to water, but summer 

wouldnôt be summer without 

some ñwater activitiesò. For 

many Canadians, the ultimate 

in vacation activities involve 

time spent on the water. The 

Kinmount area, being on the 

fringe between the Kawartha 

Lakes region & the Halibur-

ton Highlands, has been 

blessed with an abundance of 

suitable vacation lakes. The 

term ñlakeò is used as a syno-

nym for water vacations for 

the simple fact most vacation 

properties are on a lake. There 

are cottages on larger rivers, 

but their numbers pale com-

pared to lake-front properties. 

The larger the body of water, 

the more desirable, but there 

are changes in this trend as 

river properties do have their 

benefits. 

Cottaging has been a tradi-

tional summer sport. There 

are practical reasons for this, 

the most obvious one being 

weather. ñOpening up the 

cottageò is a rite of spring for 

the cottager. While some 

hardy folk use Easter as their 

benchmark, the mainstream 

aim for the first of May or 

thereabouts. The ice doesnôt 

leave the larger lakes until 

late April, and roads can be 

ñiffyò until May. Cottage sea-

son is traditionally aimed at 

the ñlong weekendò, and the 

Victoria Day Long Weekend 

(alias the May 24 weekend) is 

the traditional attendance 

check-in for the cottage 

crowd. The ñhigh-summer 

seasonò, or traditional sum-
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mer season, commences in 

earnest with the Canada Day 

Long Weekend or July 1st. 

Likewise the cottage season 

starts to stand down after La-

bour Day. Thanksgiving is 

considered the traditional time 

to ñpack-up the cottageò for 

winter. In todayôs fast-

changing world, many cottag-

ers use their properties year-

round, but summer & cottages 

still belong in the same sen-

tence for most vacationers. 

What is so special about a 

summer vacation on a lake? 

Space prohibits a dissertation 

here on the joys of summer at 

the cottage, but it can be gen-

erally stated it is the change 

of pace combined with out-

door activities in the summer 

weather that drives the cot-

tage crowd. The oldest cot-

tage activity is fishing. Being 

on the fringe of 2 zones, the 

Kinmount area has both warm

-water & cold-water bodies of 

water. The deciding factor in 

this classification is water 

temperature. The warm-water 

fish include pickerel (or wall-

eye), muskies and bass. Cold-

water lakes house trout, bass 

and even white-fish. Many 

lake associations hold fishing 

derbies or tournaments. In 

recent years, the MNR has 

changed the fishing regula-

tions to exclude catching 

some species at risk and to 

have a ñslot-sizeò where fish 

under a certain size must be 

released. The fish population 

has come under great pressure 

lately, due to environmental 

factors, loss of habitat, over-

fishing, etc. It is a far cry 

from the good-old days when 

fish were plentiful and 

ñanything goesò was the rule 

of thumb. Today we have 

seasons, licenses and sundry 

rules & regulations to protect 

the fish stocks. 

Boats have changed over the 

years as well. A century ago, 

canoes were the norm, along 

with rowboats, skiffs & sail-

boats. Today, motor-boats 

dominate. Newer technology 

includes jet-skis. One contro-

versy over the use of motor-

boats relates to their size (and 

speed). Some of the smaller 

lakes are unsuitable for the 

speed boats, while many tra-

ditional cottagers decry the 

emphasis on size & speed. 

Water skiing was big in the 

larger lakes, and some lakes 

even had a water-skiing club. 

Due to an increase in boating 

mishaps, the government has 

brought in boating licenses. 

Anyone who operates a motor 

boat has until September 15 to 

take a boaterôs test. It can be 

taken online or at local clin-

ics. Cottage associations are 

even holding courses in Au-

gust to facilitate this law. 

The seasonal nature of the 

cottage properties as well as 

their remoteness made cot-

tages easy targets for break & 

enter crimes. In the 1980ôs & 

1990s, cottage break-ins 

reached epidemic proportions, 

often being reported in the 

hundreds every year. Profes-

sional gangs of thieves would 

simply move from cottage to 

cottage, stealing anything of 

value in the ñoff-seasonò. 

Cottagers fought back with 

year-round patrols, 

neighbourhood watch and 

other measures. Thanks to 

these efforts, especially the 

ñcottage watchò, the number 

of break & enter crimes has 

declined drastically. 

An issue much feared by cot-

tagers in the last decade is  

Continued on  page 5  
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water quality. Due to a number of 

factors (mostly human-caused), 

local lakes are not as ñpristineò as 

they once were. Cottage associa-

tions, environmental groups and 

conservation authorities have all 

tried to halt the deterioration of 

water quality and return the local 

waters to their original state. An-

other issue is fluctuating lake lev-

els. Many local lakes are reservoir 

lakes for the Trent Canal, which 

means over the summer season 

their water levels are reduced as 

demand for the canal dictates. 

Crystal & White Lakes suffer 

from draw-down for the Canal, 

while some of the smaller lakes 

are natural level lakes uninflu-

enced by the Trent Canal System. 

Another issue is invasive species 

or ñinvadersò to the lake ecosys-

tems such as rock bass, zebra 

mussels, purple loosestrife, Eura-

sian milfoil and spiny water flea. 

These foreign invaders can wreak 

havoc on local ecosystems.  An 

often-overlooked water activity is 

canoeing, especially on the Burnt 

River. The good old Burnt has 

won plaudits for its role as a 

canoe route. It has a reputation 

as being challenging, but not too 

difficult for the novice canoer. 

Its many portages are easy, and 

it does have the advantage of 

access and convenience of the 

many villages along its route. 

Canoes are now being chal-

lenged by kay-

aks, another 

Canadian in-

vention. The 

turbulent Burnt 

is still the land 

of the canoe, a 

throwback to 

the old days 

when you didnôt 

need gas to get 

you from place 

to place. 
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Lake Histories 
Crystal Lake 
The largest lake in the Kinmount area is Crystal Lake. The old tim-

ers called it Swamp Lake, which is strange because the lake really 

has no swamps around it. The reason was most likely the earliest 

pioneers had to cross large swamps to access this cold-water lake. 

Obviously the title ñCrystalò is more appealing to vacationers than 

Swamp, but in this case, the more romantic term Crystal is also the 

more correct term. 

 

Pioneer farmers eventually located on both the north & south 

shores, giving Crystal Lake the advantage of early access. The 

White Family from Ewan soon had a cabin on the north side, while 

cabins on the south shore were erected in the farmerôs fields. 

Thanks to the access afforded by the Crystal Lake Road, a cottage 

community grew up in the 1930s on the south shore. To service 

these vacationers, Archie & Peg Dettman opened a small store & 

later the Crystal Lake Marina was started. A similar node of cottag-

ing followed on the north shore based on Clear Bay & its Marina. 

Eventually cottage ñsettlementò spread eastward till the tip of the 

lake was accessed. In the 1970s, a subdivision called Back Bay 

Estates located over 70 lots on the hill overlooking the west side of 

the lake. 

 

Crystal Lake has an unusual formation of numerous deep bays & 

inlets. In total, the lake has over 21 miles of shoreline, which allows 

for lots of waterfront cottage lots. Today, over 600 lots line Crystal 

Lake and for all intensive purposes the lake is full.  



The village of Burnt River is 

located on a contact zone 

where the Canadian Shield 

meets the Great Lakes Low-

lands. The Canadian Shield is 

composed mostly of hard 

granite rocks. The Great 

Lakes Lowlands contain a lot 

of limestone rocks. Lime-

stone, a softer rock, has many 

more uses than hard granite. 

Just to the west of the village 

is a limestone ledge, often 

called the Pinery Ledge. An 

outcrop of limestone at this 

point made quarrying very 

practical. The Victoria Rail-

way passed right past this site 

in 1876, the same year Alex-

ander Rettie opened the Burnt 

River Quarry. The Quarry 

was later acquired by Samuel 

Suddaby, who really ex-

panded the business. 

Limestone has many uses, 

including lime for agricultural 

uses & building materials. 

The great lime kilns at Cobo-

conk were built for these pur-

poses. It can also be crushed 

easily to gravel for road build-

ing. Due to its softness, it can 

also be carved into building 

blocks. These last 2 purposes 

were the main objectives of 

the Burnt River Quarry.  

Burnt River limestone build-

ing blocks were sent to vari-

ous places all over Ontario. 

They were used in railway 

trestles all over the area. They 

can be seen at the Crego 

Creek trestle south of Kin-

mount & the old IB&O bridge 

abutments at Howland Junc-

tion. At its peak, the old 

quarry employed as many as 

40 men. To find the necessary 

workforce, Suddaby recruited 

workers from Britain. At the 

peak, 14 carloads of crushed 

rock were shipped via rail 

every day! 

The old quarry operated spo-

radically until 1924 when it 

was sold to a Hagersville  

quarry company who simply 

closed the site to take it out of 

production & set a monopoly 

in the limestone industry. It 

stands abandoned to this very 

day. 

The old village quarry was 

not the only such one in the 

area. To the east of town, 2 

limestone quarries were later 

(1980s) established to exploit 

Burnt River limestone. 

Crushed stone and armour 

stone or landscape stone are 

still hauled from these sites. 

Many local limestone land-

scaping walls have been built 

by Dudman Construction, 

masters of the art, in our area. 

Some prime examples can be 

found in the Austin Sawmill 

Park and at the Kinmount 

Fairgrounds.  

Farming in the Canadian 

Shield was always a precari-

ous occupation. In the great 

land rush of the late 1800s, 

pioneer farmers ñalienatedò or 

claimed any lots they 

ñthoughtò could be turned 

into farms. After all, the land 

was freeéas long as you ac-

tually tried to farm it. In real-

ity, much of the area was un-

suitable for agriculture. The 

light, sandy lands often 

ñplayed outò after a few dec-

ades, and later generations 

simply abandoned the unpro-

ductive areas. Such was the 

case of a large block of land 

in Somerville Township north 

of Burnt River, all the way to 

the Haliburton border. 

 

By the 1920s, many farms 

were abandoned or let go for 

property taxes. Faced with 

this problem, the County of 

The Burnt River Quarry  
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Victoria with the encourage-

ment of the MNR (then called 

Lands & Forests), decided to 

reforest the abandoned sector. 

Thousands of acres were re-

planted with evergreens, espe-

cially varieties of pine. A for-

ester was hired and a head-

quarters set up in the aban-

doned Maconachie House. 

Foresters have included Chris 

Hodgson, Fred Palmer and 

Roddy Cameron.  

 

The Lands & Forests supplied 

the seedlings and paid local 

residents to plant, thin & har-

vest the trees. By 1965, 

10,000 acres of non-

agricultural land had been 

reforested, primarily with red 

pine. Red pine was the most 

common tree because it was 

the hardiest species. Still, it 

takes 80 years to mature to 

full size!  

Kinmount Gazette 

Victoria County Forest 

Lake Histories 
 

White Lake 
Along the eastern boundary of Galway Township lies White Lake. Ear-

liest pioneers accessed the area via the Galway Road, White Lake Road 

or from Irondale. The water levels are controlled by the White Lake 

Dam, which tumbles spectacularly into Salerno Lake. Earliest settlers 

reported the lake was essentially ñdryò in the summer, and kids could 

walk across the lake on driftwood, stumps or stranded logs. The lum-

bermen installed a dam to control water levels & the Trent Canal main-

tained it over the years. Cottaging came early to White Lake as the 

Peacock family established summer properties on the shoreline of their 

east end farm. The Switzer family did the same on the west side. A 

newer subdivision occupies the south end.  

 

 

The new public 

accessible 

washrooms are 

finished and are 

looking great.    


