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or two would be just the ticket 

to prosperity. 

The first railway to penetrate 

our area was the Toronto-

Nippissing Railway. It origi-

nated in Toronto and extended 

north-east through Uxbridge to 

Coboconk. Plans called for 

this line to carry on to the 

Nipissing District near North 

Bay.  The rails reached the 

banks of the Gull River in 

1872: and never went any fur-

ther. The TNN railway dead-

ended in Coboconk, exhausted 

& broke. Now it was Lind-

sayôs chance to seize the 

golden ring of northern pros-

perity. 

The booming railway town of 

Continued on page 3          

Never heard of those two 

ñvanishedò hamlets?          

Kinmount is still around    

because it had the railway and 

they didnôt!  

Railways were common in 

Ontario by the 1850s. It was a 

noted fact the iron horse 

brought prosperity to any com-

munity it graced. Lindsay & 

Peterborough both became 

railway towns by 1860. But 

railways, like roads, func-

tioned better with more con-

nections. The more railway 

lines into town, the better. 

North of these thriving eco-

nomic centres lay the newly 

opened Ottawa-Huron Tract: a 

seemingly boundless area of 

unexploited riches. A railway 

Railways: the stuff of leg-

ends. In Canada, railways are 

a part of our history, in-

grained in our culture, legen-

dary chapters of the Cana-

dian Experience. Railways 

transformed the scattered & 

isolated colonies of British 

North America into the coun-

try called Canada. They were 

the ñNational Dreamò.  

Railways were the National 

Dream for the village of Kin-

mount as well in the 1800s. 

Before the Victoria Railway 

linked Kinmount to the out-

side world, it was a sleepy 

backwoods hamlet on the 

Bobcaygeon Road. In 1870, 

it was comparable to Peter-

sonôs Corners or Silver Lake. 
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Neighbours and Friends: Fortescue 

Kinmount. Access to Kin-

mount was by the Galway 

Road, or more directly, by the 

White Lake Road. Mail came 

from Furnace Falls railway 

station & the nearest ñbigò 

shopping centre was          

Kinmount. 

The settlement consisted of a 

few farming/lumbering fami-

lies who hugged the shores of 

White & Fortescue Lakes & 

occupied pockets of land 

along the Salmon Lake Road. 

These families included the 

Ford, Peacock, Switzer, Gill, 

Higgins, White, Flood, Hut-

chinson & Ferren families. 

The area was poor farmland 

and by 1940, the last 

ñfarmersò had left the area. 

They were replaced by tour-

ists, who fell in love with the 

At the northeast corner of 

Galway Township stood the 

settlement of Fortescue. The 

settlement had a post office & 

a school. The settlement also 

spilled over into Cavendish, 

Snowdon & Glamorgan 

Townships, making it truly a 

settlement on the fringe. The 

school was located in Caven-

dish Township, and was the 

only school ever operating in 

our neighbouring township to 

the east. This log schoolhouse 

still stands today on the 

Salmon Lake Road and is a 

summer cabin.  

The Fortescue settlement was 

actually closer to Gooderham 

than Kinmount, but because it 

was in the municipality of 

Galway-Cavendish, its admin-

istrative headquarters was at 
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majestic waters of the local 

lakes.  

The Fortescue settlement pro-

duced local poet Theo Pea-

cock, who logged and trapped 

in the area and recorded his 

experiences in ñTales of the 

Trailò, a book of poetry. An-

other interesting family were 

the St Georges, remittance 

men from Ireland. ñExiledò to 

Canada by a family issue, they 

later moved to Bobcaygeon 

(via Kinmount) where they 

used their classical educations 

to found a private school that 

became Hillcroft Hospital.  
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The Little Red School House:  For Station Agents 

Of all the job opportunities 

available in a pioneer commu-

nity, working for the railway 

was considered one of the 

best. There were several job 

classifications: section crew 

(labourer), train engineer or 

conductor and station agent. 

The latter was considered the 

best position available on the 

railway. Station Agent came 

with a certain ñsocial statusò 

in the community. They were 

the official representatives of 

the Railway Company in each 

community. They were the 

bosses of the railway station, 

sold passenger tickets, han-

dled freight transactions, took 

telegrams and were consid-

ered ñmanagementò. On the 

old ñbusiness directoriesò 

compiled for each town, sta-

tion agents ranked with busi-

nessmen & clergy as the top 

of the social scale. 

ñHow did one get to be a sta-

tion agent?ò The procedure 

was simple: you applied, 

wrote a test and ñtrainedò on 

the job with an approved 

ñteacherò of station agents. 

These teachers were exem-

plars of proper railway proce-

dure, with experience and the 

knack of training newcomers. 

One such teacher was Robert 

Bennett Blair, station agent at 

Kinmount from 1933-1956. 

Bob Blair, the consummate 

station agent, trained 21 local 

men during his tenure at Kin-

mount, the most by any 

trainer in the Belleville Divi-

sion of the CNR.  

For young lads aspiring to a 

career as a station agent, Bob 

Blair was the ticket to this 

good career. There is no 

doubt the presence of the rail-

way and such a well respected 

teacher in the community 

drove many local lads to   

select railway station agent as 

a career path. Bob Blair in-

structed his students in proper 

procedure for the multitudes 

of tasks the position of station 

agent demanded.  

The position of station agent 

was a transient existence. 

Agents, especially at the start 

of their careers, were regu-

larly shuffled from place to 

place. Blairôs long tenure in 

Kinmount was unusual. In the 

golden age of railways before 

World War II, station agent 

could be a career for life. But 

the age of railways waned, 

and times changed. The num-

ber of railway employees 

myth of the old-fashioned 

station agent was consigned 

to the pages of history. 

Join Us!  
 

For our official 
designation as an 
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Lindsay was mortified by the 

TNN plans. This rival railway 

never went near Lindsay, fun-

neling its riches west to Dur-

ham & York Counties. Lind-

say, the county seat for newly

-formed Victoria County, 

might lose out on the riches of 

its back townships. It was 

time for a pre-emptive strike! 

The businessmen of Lindsay 

& South Victoria, sprang into 

action & planned a railway 

from Lindsay north into the 

back townships: the Lindsay-

Fenelon Falls & Ottawa 

(Valley) Railway. As the title 

says, the plan was to extend 

the line north into the Ottawa 

Valley to tap the rich lumber 

trade. The title was quickly 

changed to the Victoria Rail-

way, a more geographically 

appropriate title. The route of 

the new line was planned to 

cross the Kawartha Lakes at 

either Fenelon Falls or Bob-

caygeon and travel north to 

Haliburton village. The Vil-

lage was the headquarters of 

the English Land & Emigra-

tion Company, a private stock 

company that had just bought 

10 townships from the On-

tario   Government and was      

anxious for a railway to  

assist in land sales.  

Railways were expensive to 

build. It was estimated the 

first section (Lindsay-

Haliburton) would cost 1.4 

million dollars! There were 

several ways to raise this 

large sum: government 

grants, stock sales & mu-

nicipal bonuses. Grants were 

secured & sales of stock in 

the new venture were brisk. 

But then the railway promot-

ers almost foundered on the 

shoals of municipal politics. 

To many tax-payers, railway 

bonuses (outright grants of 

money) were a curse and a 

burden on taxpayers. The 

town of Peterborough and 

the townships of Southern 

Peterborough County out-

right refused to grant bo-

nuses. In 1870, Haliburton 

County did not exist: most 

of its municipalities were 

still part of Peterborough 

county. The new line was to 

pass into Peterborough 

County just north of Kin-

Victoria Railway, continued from page 1 
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mount, but Peterborough, in a 

pique of jealousy, refused to 

spend money on a railway 

centred in the rival town of 

Lindsay. This lack of support 

so angered the residents of the 

north end of the county that 

they literally seceded from 

Peterborough County & 

formed their own county: the 

Provisional County of       

Haliburton. Their first act 

was, you guessed it, a big 

cash bonus for the Victoria 

Railway! 

Municipal politics also raised 

its head in other places. The 

cross the Kawartha Lakes 

barrier: Fenelon Falls & Bob-

caygeon.  Using the mathe-

matical equation rail-

ways=prosperity, Mossom 

Boyd, the Lumber King of the 

Kawarthas, lobbied hard for 

the railway to use the Bob-

caygeon corridor. But his 

municipal counterparts were 

less impressed & refused to 

grant bonuses to the railway. 

The rival sawmill centre of 

Fenelon Falls saw its opening. 

The village of Fenelon Falls 

incorporated and offered a 

huge bonus if the railway 

crossed the lakes at their 

town. Impressed (money 

does talk!), the railway 

promoters planned to 

make Fenelon Falls a stop 

on the line and changed 

the history of the area. 

Bobcaygeon, the tradi-

tional entry point for the 

back townships thanks to 

the Bobcaygeon Coloniza-

tion Road, declined as a 

economic centre. Fenelon 

Falls, now a railway stop, 

flourished. It was esti-

mated the population of 

Bobcaygeon dropped to 

half its pre-railway size, 

while Fenelon Falls quad-

rupled! Mossom Boyd 

was devastated! Not until 1906 did 

Bobcaygeon finally get a railway 

link, by then it was far too late for 

the mighty Boyd Lumber Company. 

Fenelon Falls was the new boom 

town. 

The Fenelon Falls crossing had big 

implications for Kinmount as well. 

The new line was to follow the 

course of the Burnt River Valley 

north, crossing into Haliburton 

County at Kinmount. The sleepy 

little village in the valley of the 

Burnt was to be the halfway point 

on the railway. Somerville Town-

ship promptly granted the railway a 

$15,000 bonus, the same sum  it 

gave the Coboconk line earlier. It 

was money well spent! Fellôs Sta-

tion, Burnt River & Watsonôs Siding 

all became railway stops. And the 

village of Kinmount flourished as 

never before.  

Kinmount now had the tri-fecta for 

prosperity: river, roads & railway. 

The sleepy village quickly grew 

from 50 souls to 500 permanent 

residents! Mills lined the Burnt 

river, employing men, creating mar-

kets for local products and attracting 

neighbouring residents to town. In 

short order, the Main Street was 

lined with impressive new busi-

nesses catering to the traffic gener-

ated by the railway line. Settlers 

from all over the area headed to 

Kinmount to sell, buy, shop and 

travel. Let the good times roll! 

The Victoria Railway was not with-

out its problems. Money woes dog-

ged the construction. It took 4 years 

(1874-1878) to complete the line to 

Haliburton. The railway never did 

go beyond Haliburton village. La-

bour shortages hindered construc-

tion, and a whole settlement of Ice-

landers were shipped in to work on 

the line. Their story was told in the 

previous issue of the Gazette. The 

Burnt River was bridged at the 

Fenelon-Somerville line and again 

near Lochlin.  

Continued on page 4 
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Two huge trestles near Kin-

mount were necessary to 

cross Kendrickôs Creek & 

Rushworthôs/Crego Creek.  

Once the railway entered the 

Ottawa-Huron Tract, rock 

cuts in the granite of the Ca-

nadian Shield became neces-

sary. Swamps had to be 

crossed & grades filled in. It 

cost a lot to build railways on 

the Shield Fringe, and twice 

the Government of Ontario 

had to send more money!  

Was all this expense worth it? 

From a profit point of view, 

the results were mixed. The 

line cost $900,000 to build. In 

its best year, 1880, the line 

handled 74,660 tons of freight 

and 63,390 passengers. A 

profit of $28,140 was real-

ized. This rosy financial pic-

ture made the Victoria Rail-

way a target for mergers. In 

1881, the independent line 

was purchased by the Mid-

land Railway (based in Peter-

borough) and in 1883 the 

Midland Railway Company 

was absorbed by Grand 

Trunk. In 1923 Grand Trunk 

merged with Canadian Na-

tional (CNR).  

This rosy financial picture as 

well the ñauraò of railways 

led to the founding of a sec-

ond railway line in the area; 

the Irondale, Bancroft & Ot-

tawa Railway. The Great 

IB&O met the Victoria Rail-

way at Howland Junction, 

next stop north of Kinmount. 

Kinmount now had 4 trains a 
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day go through town.  

Talk about service! A sched-

ule for 1913 reads thusly: 

6:00 am Mixed Train #32 

leaves Haliburton, arrival at 

Lindsay 8:50 pm 

11:00 am Mixed Train # 43 

leaves Lindsay for Howland 

Junction to connect with 

IB&O 2:40 pm  Mixed Train 

#33 leaves Lindsay, arrives at 

Haliburton 6:10 pm 

6:10 pm  Mixed Train # 42 

arrives at Lindsay from 

Howland Junction. 

All trains were ñmixedò or 

carried both passengers & 

freight. You can see by the 

times, these were not express 

trains and stopped at all the 

flag stops in between. The 

slow progress through the 

back townships meant all 

trains traveled only 1 way per 

day, except for the IB&O 

connection. They stopped 

overnight & retraced their 

steps the next morning. All 

trains stopped in Kinmount.  

For a century, the railway 

rendered faithful service to 

the Kinmount area. In the era 

before motor cars, it was the 

primary means of contact 

with the rest of the world. In 

winter, when snow blocked 

all horse or foot traffic, the 

railway still operated. Major 

centres like Lindsay, Peter-

borough and even Toronto 

could be reached in a dayôs 

travel via rail: not bad in the 

1800s! But times change, and 

the railway was doomed by 

progress. The lumber industry 

declined. Motor cars  

destroyed the passenger  

business and transport trucks 

dealt a death blow to the 

freight side. The writing was 

on the wall. 

The Victoria Line was losing 

money long before CN ap-

plied for permission to aban-

don the line in the late 1970s. 

The official excuse was wash-

outs at Blackôs Rock just 

north of Kinmount would be 

too expensive to repair, but 

everyone knew the truth: the 

age of railways was over. The 

locals were vociferous in their 

opposition to abandoning this 

piece of heritage. Municipal 

leaders went to CN headquar-

ters in Toronto to protest. The 

CN official asked them how 

they traveled: their answer, by 

car. The point was made.  

There was no ñlast trainò on 

the Victoria Railway, like the 

IB&O had. The end came 

quietly. In 1982, the rails 

were ripped from the roadbed 

and sold for razor blades. 

Most of them were stamped 

1890 or 1894. The ties were 

salvaged as well, but in one 

spirit of forward thinking, the 

trestles, culverts and bridges 

were left intact. Local legend 

has it one local stood guard 

with his shotgun that the 

demolition crew left Crego 

Creek Trestle intact. CN sold 

the roadbed to the counties 

and as one door closed, an-

other opened! 
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different needs and wants from 

those ñSouthernersò in Peter-

borough and should be sepa-

rated. Thanks to their political 

connections, the Ontario Gov-

ernment created the Provisional 

County of Haliburton in June 

1874. The new county was 

formed from the northernmost 

20 townships of Peterborough 

County and the 3 townships of 

Victoria County west of the 

Bobcaygeon Road. The county 

contained only 6 actual munici-

palities, the largest Dysart et al 

containing 9 townships! 

Alexander Niven of Dysart was 

elected Warden & Samuel Peck 

of Minden was appointed 

County Clerk. The first order of 

business was granting the Vic-

toria Railway a $55,000 bonus! 

The new bylaw was actually 

put to a referendum vote by the 

ratepayers, and was passed 

despite substantial opposition. 

The term ñProvisionalò was 

used because the new county 

was not a full-fledged countyé

yet. Several 

services were 

handled by 

Victoria 

County. So 

angered were 

the new Hali-

burtonites with 

Peterborough 

County, they 

made arrange-

ments with 

Victoria 

County, refus-

ing to have any 

truck nor trade 

with the ñSouthernersò! 

This attitude persists some-

what to this very day!  

Thus the County of      

Haliburton was born from 

a dispute over railways.  
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When surveyors laid out the 

county lines in the area, the 

Bobcaygeon Colonization 

Road was used as a dividing 

line. East of the road lay the 

county of Peterborough and 

west of the road was Victo-

ria County. The counties 

were not separated until 

1863. At this time, Halibur-

ton County did not exist. 

After the 1850s, settlement 

flowed north and the ñback 

townshipsò of both counties 

began to form municipal 

governments. Representa-

tives from the back town-

ships had to journey all the 

way to Peterborough or 

Lindsay for county council. 

County life continued to be 

amiable until the advent of 

the Victoria Railway in the early 

1870s.  

The settlers and lumbermen of 

the back townships (those town-

ships north of the Kawartha 

Lakes), were enthralled by the 

idea of having their own railway. 

To secure such an event, they 

lobbied the various county coun-

cils for grants called bonuses. 

Victoria County was agreeable, 

but Peterborough was not. The 

farmers & businessmen of the 

well-settled southern end were 

not receptive to giving tax dollars 

to a railway centred in rival Lind-

say. No amount of persuasion 

could loosen the county purse 

strings. In their disgust, the north-

ern representatives began to plot 

secession.  

Led by Samuel Peck from Min-

den and the directors of the Cana-

dian Land & Immigration Com-

pany based in Dysart, the 

ñNorthernersò approached the 

Ontario Government with their 

plan. They complained they had 
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The most enduring symbol of 

Kinmountôs railway history is 

the railway station. It stands 

in the core of the village, like 

an umbrella pole with the rest 

of the village under its awn-

ing.  The Railway Station is 

an original: built in 1876 by 

Sir William Mackenzie from 

Kirkfield. At the time, 

Mackenzie Brothers was a 

lumber dealer and contractor 

of large structures. They won 

the contract to build both the 

Fenelon Falls & Kinmount 

stations plus various trestles 

& bridges on the Victoria 

Railway. A standard blueprint 

was used for all stations. The 

Mackenzie Brothers were 

noted for their quality work: 

their structures were made to 

last! Sir William rather en-

joyed railway work; he went 

on to complete contracts on 

the Canadian Pacific Railway, 

our first transcontinental line 

and the ultimate symbol of the 

National Dream. Most of 

Mackenzieôs works were tres-

tles & bridges in the Rocky 

Mountains. In a twist of irony, 

Mackenzie eventually 

founded Canadian National 

Railways which took over the 

Kinmount Station! 

The Railway Station in Kin-

mount followed a basic de-

sign: passenger waiting room, 

ticket office & baggage room. 

The busy Kinmount station 

was soon overwhelmed with 

freight, so an addition on the 

north side was added to han-

dle the freight. In later years, 

the ñgarageò now occupied by 

the Village Blacksmith, was 

added to park vehicles. The 

bay window on the front was 

a feature that enabled the sta-

tion agent to see up and down 

the line.  

The Kinmount Station is a 

survivor. Twice (1890 & 

1942) the town surrounding 

the station was leveled by 

fire. Both times, the building 

was unscathed! The Great 

Fire of 1942 burnt out the 

town core and even burnt 

down sheds beside the station, 

but not a shingle was 

scorched! Legend has it, the 

ghost of Sir William stands 

watch over his handiwork, 

protecting it from any harm. 

During the Great Flood of 

1928, water flooded the sta-

tion floor right up to the fire-

box of the wood stove in the 

waiting room. The line was 

kept open, trains pulled up to 

the platform and unloaded 

their passengers into canoes 

or boats (no logs please!)  for 

the (brief) paddle to higher 

ground. Not many villages 

paddled visitors to their desti-

nations!  

Over time, business on the 

railway (after 1923 a branch 

of CN) declined. Freight 

dwindled & passenger traffic 

stopped completely. The wait-

ing room was turned into a 

storage shed for handcars: the 

big windows being replaced 

with ugly doors! The station 

became a storage depot, 

mostly used by work crews. 

Eventually in 1978. the sta-

tion closed. It was a low point 

in Kinmountôs railway tradi-

tion.  

But for every door that closes, 

another one opens. The clo-

sure of the line meant CN 

sold off all the assets. The 

first right of purchase was 

given to the counties. Fortu-

nately both Victoria & Hali-

burton leapt at the chance to 

acquire these valuable assets 

and the Kinmount Station had 

a new master. Of course, the 

logical next step was the res-

toration of the old gal to her 

former glory. Over the next 

decade, Sir Williamôs baby 

was overhauled, face-lifted 

and lovingly restored. The 

waiting room was restored to 

its original role of people, not 

vehicles. Later coats of ugly 

green paint were stripped 

away to reveal Sir Williamôs 

original wood handiwork. The 

The Kinmount Railway Station 
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station was repainted to its 

original colours. Kevin Robil-

lard, the village blacksmith, 

occupied the garage section. 

And lastly, the baggage room 

was restored as the home of 

the Kinmount Model Rail-

way. In 2007, the city of 

Kawartha Lakes gave the 

elder citizen of Kinmount a 

new foundation: she having 

acquired a ñleanò towards the 

river over the years. When the 

contractors lowered the Sta-

tion on the new foundation, 

she settled perfectly plumb on 

her new base: all the doors & 

windows that were ñstuckò 

suddenly worked just the way 

they did in 1876! There is no 

substitute for quality! 

The Railway Station has ful-

filled several usages since her 

most recent reincarnation. She 

has served as a home for the 

Kinmount Senior Citizens 

Club, Kinmount Lions Club, 

headquarters for the KCPED, 

numerous public meeting and 

finally as a tourist information 

centre. But above all else, she 

adds dignity & grace to the 

village. The whole Railway 

Station Yard, with its Gazebo, 

Icelandic Monument, flowers 

(and washrooms!), strategi-

cally situated on the banks of 

the Burnt River, give the vil-

lage charm and class. Rumour 

has it, several ñcommercial 

shootsò (including automobile 

companies) have taken place 

in the Yard with the Station as 

a background.  Even in the 

modern age, there is a place 

for tradition & dignity. 

Today the Kinmount Railway 

Station, and the whole corri-

dor, serve as a meeting place 

for the community. It is the 

ñcentreò of the village, same 

as it was in the 1800s. Some 

things never change. 

Kinmount Gazette 

Passengers 

wait on the 

platform at 

the Railway 

Station.  

Notice the 

milk jugs  

bottom left. 



Last weekôs shot was a culvert 

on the railway line over Pier-

sonôs or Stataôs Creek, just 

north of town. This culvert was 

actually a railway box car up-

side down! The railway build-

ers used the old boxcar in a fit 

of ingenuity (or cheapness?) to 

bridge the Creek. The wheels 

were removed and the car has 

done the trick since then! To 

old-timers, the waterway was 

called Piersonôs Creek after 2 

brothers who settled lots 

along the Bobcaygeon Road 

on either side of the creek. 

The Piersons (no relation to 

the Galway family) soon left 

the area & the name Stataôs 

Creek was eventually adopted 

because the creek flowed 

from Stataôs (or Long) Lake 

into the Burnt River. For 

those who took the railway 

tour north, you passed over 

the culvert! 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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 Kinmount Gazette 

 

 

Happy Anniversary Kinmount!  

 

Come and see us for all your 

real estate needs.  

 Donôt miss Music in the Park 
Every Thursday beginning at 6:30 PM 

Coming Soon:  Rick Fines 

Check the Posters for Dates or kinmount.ca 

 

Authors & Railway Day 
Right:  Author Nina Spencer, 

�³�*�H�W�W�L�Q�J���3�D�V�V�L�R�Q���2�X�W���R�I���<�R�X�U����
�3�U�R�I�H�V�V�L�R�Q�´ 

Below:  Kinmount Lions BBQ 


