
 

The Life of a Lumberman 

 

K I N M O U N T  1 5 0 T H  A N N I VE R S A R Y  C O M M I T T E E 

A  S U B- C O M M I T T E E  O F  TH E  K I N M O U N T  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  P L A N N I N G  A N D  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T 

Kinmount GazetteKinmount GazetteKinmount Gazette   

NEIGHBOURS AND FRIENDS 2 

A FISH TALE 2 

BELL PUMP ORGAN 6 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF 
KINMOUNT 
 

7 

KINMOUNT KIDSõ CORNER 10 

THE HOT STOVE 11 

EDITORIAL 15 

Inside this issue: 

October 14 2009 Volume 1:  Issue 15 

provincial government. The 

lumbermen must first secure a 

timber limit or licence to cut in 

a certain geographical area 

such as a township. Once sur-

veyed, the townships of the 

Ottawa-Huron Tract were of-

fered to the lumbermen for a 

ñstumpageò fee or a cost per 

tree. Limits were supposed to 

be bid upon at open auction, 

but due to ñlocal circum-

stancesò the bidding was often 

fixed. Advance scouting was 

done to gauge the timber re-

sources in these limits by a 

person called a ñtimber 

cruiserò. Once a limit was se-

cured, these cruisers scouted 

out camp sites, water routes 

and road accesses. 

 

Lumber camps were called 

shantys. The shanty site had to 

be selected very carefully. It 

had to be within a reasonable 

distance of a major road and 

of the Kinmount area were 

untapped before the building 

of the Bobcaygeon Road: after 

the Colonization Roads 

opened up the area, game on! 

 

In the zenith of the large lum-

bermen, white pine was king. 

These behemoths of the forest 

could grow 80ô tall and scale 

6,000ô of lumber each! Pine 

lumber was preferred by build-

ers for its beauty and versatil-

ity (and abundance!). Only 

soft-wood like pine and spruce 

could be floated to market: 

hardwoods sank due to their 

density and smaller stuff like 

cedar & hemlock wasnôt 

ñworthò driving to market. 

When the railways arrived in 

Kinmount, hardwood and the 

ñlesserò trees acquired value 

because the mills were now 

closer. Countless hardwood 

trees were burnt by the early 

pioneers because there was no 

use for them. 

 

In the beginning, the 

land was all Crown 

Land, belonging to the 

Of all the products of pioneer 

Kinmount, wood products 

were the most important. The 

entire Ottawa-Huron Tract 

was blessed with some of the 

best timber resources in On-

tario. North Americans were 

fixated with wood for every-

thing from building materials 

to fuel sources. Lumber was 

easy to handle and export. 

Timber from Eastern Ontario 

& Quebec was shipped 

across the Atlantic to Europe. 

Timber from the Kinmount 

area went to the cities of 

Southern Ontario, but mostly 

to the growing urban centres 

in the USA. It is said Boston 

& New York were built with 

Haliburton pine in the 1800s. 

 

The lumbermen were well 

aware of the timber potential 

of this area for decades. By 

the 1850s, the forests of 

Southern Ontario were run-

ning out of easily marketable 

wood, and the demand was 

stronger than ever as the 

economy of North America 

boomed. The biggest prob-

lem to harvesting the forests 

north of the Kawartha Lakes 

was access. Yes, the logs 

could be floated down the 

numerous waterways, and 

yes men and horses could 

walk to their work stations, 

but to supply the shantys 

required wagon loads of sup-

plies and thus a road. In lum-

ber parlance, these supply 

roads were called ñcadge 

roadsò. The timber resources 

be suitable to be reached by a 

cadge road. It had to be close 

to the timber to be cut and 

have access to the stream 

down which the logs would be 

driven. It also had to have a  

Continued on page 3 

River drivers preparing 

to move the spring drive.  

Note the pike poles and 

caulked boot which were 

standard issue for all 

workers.  If you drowned 

during the drive you 

were buried on the spot. 



Neighbours and Friends: Minerôs Bay 

Cameron Colonization Road. 

The terrain is very rocky (one 

settler traded his 100 acre 

farm for a bag of flour & 

thought it a good deal!), and 

most early visitors used the 

steamboat service from 

Mooreôs Falls to Minden. The 

Gull River system was the 

scene of many huge timber 

drives, drawing lumber from 

as far away as Dorset. With 

the fading of the lumber 

drives, tourism began to be a 

mainstay in the area. Several 

lodges sprang up along pictur-

esque Gull Lake, and many 

cottages soon followed. 

 

David Galloway was the first 

to settle on the Bay in 1888. 

He opened a general store and 

his establishment eventually 

became the Minerôs Bay 

Lodge. Galloway ran a saw-

mill and was the first post-

master for the new Post Office 

of Minerôs Bay in 1908. The 

only other public structure in 

the community is the gor-

geous old Miners Bay Church. 

 

Parked majestically along the 

east shore of Gull Lake is the 

community of Minerôs Bay. 

Its name was derived from an 

early ñsilver rushò in the area. 

Rumours circulated about a 

lost silver mine, and a group 

of treasure seekers camped in 

the area and dug a lot of holes 

or pits looking for silver in 

the mid 1850s. The later set-

tlers named the place after 

this local legend. The Gull 

River system was extensively 

travelled by the natives of the 

area: it being the preferred 

canoe route into Haliburton 

county. The more turbulent 

Burnt River required a lot of 

portages. After the War of 

1812, the British Government 

sent several survey/

exploration parties up the 

Gull River in an attempt to 

find a water route from the 

Kawartha Lakes to the Ottawa 

River. Such a route didnôt 

exist. 

 

The first settlers were lumber-

men, ñrock farmersò and tour-

ists who clustered along the 
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Kawartha Credit Union is a 

full-service financial  
institution with 19 branches 

in North and 
East-Central Ontario from 
Trenton to Parry Sound. 

 
 
 
 

ATM available 24 hours  

705-488-9963  

The Cameron Road was never 

in ógood shapeô but in the 

1930s, Highway 35 was re-

built as part of the Depression 

Era work camp projects. The 

Road was vastly improved 

and grew into a major trans-

portation route running from 

Lake Ontario to Dwight. 

Tourism really boomed with 

the new access; and even to-

day, Highway 35 is an ex-

tremely busy road in tourist 

season. Minerôs Bay can be 

easily accessed from Kin-

mount via the Davis Lake 

Road. For many early resi-

dents, Kinmount was easier to 

reach than other centres: par-

ticularly if railway access was 

required! 
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Minerôs Bay Lodge, Circa 1910 

 

Itôs funny how little things like a 

big fish can change history. Rev 

Enos Windsor was an avid fish-

erman who was also a Baptist 

minister. One of his favourite 

fishing haunts was Minerôs Bay 

on Gull Lake. Sometime in the 

1920s, he caught a monster lake 

trout, approximately 25 pounds. 

He had the fish mounted and 

couldnôt resist telling his ñfish 

taleò at every opportunity. While 

ministering near Cincinnati, 

Ohio, he told the Wunker family 

tales about the fishing (and other 

wonderful stories) of Minersô 

Bay in the backwoods of Can-

ada. The Wunker family were so 

entranced by his stories, they 

decided to check out the Bay 

View Lodge, then up for sale. 

Well, regardless of the truth of 

the stories, the Wunkers pur-

chased the Lodge and changed 

the history of Minersô Bay. 

A Fish Tale  



source of fresh water: no time 

for well digging! Once the 

spot was selected, a small 

crew of builders cut a cadge 

road into the site & con-

structed the actual buildings; 

all before the cutting season 

started in the fall. 

 

The complex consisted of a 

large shanty building to act as 

a dormitory, a stables and a 

cookhouse. The shanty itself 

was just a huge, one room 

structure capable of accom-

modating 20-30 men. Bunks 

lined the walls and the centre 

of the shanty was usually 

open with tables & chairs. 

The whole was heated by a 

wood stove. Comforts were 

few as it was basically just a 

dormitory and would be aban-

doned within 3 years any-

ways. For decades, the woods 

in the area were dotted with 

decaying shantys. Many can 

still be discerned today, with 

a little sleuthing! 

 The ñexecutive membersò of 

the crew were the foreman, 

the clerk, the cook & his 

devil. 

 

The cookhouse or kitchen was 

a separate building and was 

the private domain of the 

cook under shanty rules. 

Lumber camps were graded 

on the abilities of the cook; 

and a good cook greatly en-

hanced the reputation of the 

camp. The cook didnôt attend 

a school to get his diploma; 

he just seemed to have a 

knack for cooking and learned 

on the job. The cook usually 

had at least one assistant 

called the ñcookôs devilò be-

cause he was often pitied as a 

ñpoor devilò because of his 

hard, unattractive job. The 

work in the cookhouse was 

gruelling: they worked hard 

for over 14 hours each day 

feeding the crew 3 meals per 

day. There were no micro-

waves, refrigerators or 

ñinstantò food at the 19th 

century lumber shanty. Eve-

rything was made from 

scratch. The main meals 

consisted of beef or pork, 

beans, root vegetables 

(potatoes, carrots, turnips), 

cabbage and other vegeta-

bles that could be easily 

stored over long periods of 

time. The cook was usually 

a master-baker; producing 

prodigious quantities of 

bread and sweets such as 

pies, cakes & cookies. High 

calorie diets, which would 

be shunned as ñunhealthyò 

today, were necessary for 

the gruelling nature of a 

hard dayôs work in the bush. 

The food stuffs were cadged 

into the camp in the fall, and 

that was it until the spring 

breakup, so storage was a 

huge factor: no weekly 

shopping for fresh goods 

here! But the meals were 

hearty to keep the hard-

working lumberjacks going 

and it was a source of pride 

that no man left the table 

hungry! Oh yes, the clean-

up was a prodigious task as 

well! 

 

The crew started arriving at 

the camp after Thanksgiv-

ing. The logs were cut in the 

late fall & early winter, be-

fore the snow made bush 

travel too difficult. Skid-

ways were brushed out and 

dump stations for the logs 

prepared. A camp cruiser 

usually marked the logs to 

be cut and a 2-4 man cutting 

crew did the actual cutting. 

In the era before that won-

derful device: the chainsaw, 

cross-cut saws and axes 
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were the only means of fell-

ing the behemoths of the for-

est. It was estimated a cutting 

crew could only fell 5 trees 

per day. Once down, the crew 

cut the logs into ñlog-lengthò, 

usually 12-16ô saw-logs. 

 

The next operation was skid-

ding the logs to a dump, usu-

ally beside the waterway 

down which they would be 

floated in the spring. For long 

distances, sleighs were piled 

high with logs and hauled by 

one or as many as 4 teams of 

horses. The skidways were 

kept ploughed and iced to 

enable the sleighs to slide; but 

not too iced that the loads got 

away. On hills, heated sand 

was used to give the horses 

and sleighs traction. For 

shorter hauls, the team might 

only draw a few logs to a cen-

tral loading depot. A roads 

crew was constantly plough-

ing, icing or sanding the skidway: 

depending on the weather condi-

tions. 

 

By spring time, the log depots along 

the waterway were full of the win-

terôs work. Most of the winter crew 

was laid off, but a group were re-

tained as river drivers. Their job was 

to ñpush or driveò the logs to their 

destination, often a hundred miles 

away! This was by far the most haz-

ardous job in the lumber business. 

The river drivers tailed the log drive, 

pushing wayward logs back into the 

stream, and breaking up jams. Jam 

breaking or ñcrackingò was often 

deadly. The logs would catch on an 

obstacle, usually at a rapids or wa-

terfall, and pile up in huge jams. The 

crackers had to go into the jam and 

pry out the key logs and release the 

jam. Sometimes, when solving this 

Rubics Cube was impossible, dyna-

mite was employed to loosen the 

jam.   

Continued on page 4 

  
CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE 

FRI N OVEMBER 6TH  

12 - 7 PM 

 SAT 7 TH  & SUN 8 TH  

10-5PM 
 

HANDMADE * FUNCTIONAL *  STONEWARE 

FOR EVERYDAY LIVING 

LOTS OF GIFT IDEAS 

WELCOME TO OUR HOME! 

 

121 S. of Kinmount 

to Crystal Lake Road then  

1 km to French Line. 

197 French Line 

 

Jamie & Bernie Nicholson 

705 488-2400 
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Kinmount Artisans  

 Marketplace  

 
Celebrating 10 years in 2009  

Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre,  

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 
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òKozie Toesó 

Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 

The COOKIES ARE BACK! 

 

 

The Kinmount Sparks, Brown-

ies and Guides  are selling their 

Fall Minty Cookies 

 

Available from Sparks, Brown-

ies, Guides and Pathfinders and 

at J. Austin and Sons Castle 

Building Centre 

 

Once the logs started to go... 

they often had mere seconds 

to get out of the way. Being 

swept up into the breaking 

jam was fatal. Most of the 

local rapids and falls had their 

sad little cemeteries where the 

unlucky jam breakers rested. 

It was impossible to bring 

their bodies back to their 

homes for burial: they were 

buried where they fell. The 

ñdanger zonesò included the 

Hawk River Chute (13+ 

deaths), Devilôs Chute near 

Irondale (7 graves) and the 

High Falls south of Kin-

mount. River drivers were 

highly respected for their 

courage and the danger they 

faced daily. 

 

The spring thaw was the only 

time of year the loggers could 

be sure of enough run-off to 

float the logs to the mills. It 

was very important to hit the 

spring freshettes correctly: 

low water could strand the 

entire log drive, especially in 

the smaller streams. To keep 

the water levels high, the lum-

ber companies would build 

special dams at key places. 

This maintained a ñpondò 

above the dam and, when 

released, created a spillway 

effect on the desired section 

of the stream below the dam. 

Once the drive was past, the 

dam was abandoned until next 

year. The remains of these 

dams still litter the smaller 

streams in the area. Mossom 

Boyd dammed Bow Creek 

near Furnace Falls. Another 

dam is found on Nogies Creek 

below Crystal Lake. 

 

Once the log drive had en-

tered a major watercourse like 

the Burnt River, it was much 

easier to keep it moving. 

Dams were still necessary in 

some places, like Kinmount, 

to maintain the higher water 

levels necessary for the big 

drives to pass. Many of these 

dams had ñtimber slidesò; 

literally a slide around the 

dam for logs. Some sites also 

had ñsorting jacksò: a pier in 

the river where lumber jacks 

sorted their logs, for often the 

various company drives got 

jumbled together. Kinmountôs 

sorting jack was exposed dur-

ing the dam repairs: it lies 

below the river surface on the 

west side of the dam. Each 

log was stamped with a com-

pany logo, so it was possible 

to identify the owner. It was 

estimated 500,000 logs passed 

through Kinmount every 

spring on their way to the 

southern mills! The river was 

often filled with saw logs for 

months on end as several lum-

ber companies used the Burnt 

River system each spring. 

 

Most of the Burnt River wa-

tershed logs were bound for 

Bobcaygeon (Mossom Boyd), 

Fenelon Falls or Peterbor-

ough. The longest, and most 

impressive, drives were those 

of the Gilmour Lumber Com-

pany who drove logs from 

Dorset all the way to their 

mills at Trenton! The drives 

often lasted 2-3 years due to 

the fact the water levels fell 

long before they got to Tren-

ton. The Gilmours used the 

Gull River system, and de-

spite the fact their engineering 

marvel actually worked, they 

went bankrupt from the cost. 

The Burnt River system was 

preferred over the Gull route 

because it was a ñfasterò river 

with few ñquietò lakes. The 

more placid Gull system had a 

lot of lakes where the log 

drives had to be ñtowed or 

warpedò across the lake; 

which took a lot more time & 

effort. The Burnt was mostly 

full speed ahead! 

 

It was an expensive proposi-

tion to run a large lumber 

company. Besides the cost of 

shantys and sawmills, the 

lumbermen had to maintain 

dams and timber slides. Lots 

of logs were lost, stolen or 

strayed before they reached 

the mill. And the timber mar-

ket suffered from massive 

price fluctuations and de-

mand. Sometimes several  

Continued on page 5 

Sundayôs entertainment at a lumber shanty.  Square dancing 

was difficult with no female partners.  Someone had to ñplay 

the girlò. 
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J. AUSTIN & SONS LIMITED  
LUMBER FOR EVERY PURPOSE 

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO  
 

Office 705.488.2961  
1.877.488.2961  

Fax 705.488.3279  

 

 

Royal Canadian Legion  

John McGrath  

Branch 441  

Kinmount, Ontario  

705-488-3462 

We will remember them. 

 

 

The  

Kinmount Committee For  

Planning and Economic  

 Development  

Is a Proud Sponsor of 

the  

Kinmount 150th   

Anniversary Committee  

 

Explore our Heritage é  

Experience our Charm! 

Thank you 

to our  

Patrons 
Tabbed Tape 
Strip  
 Company 
The  Pearson 
Family 
Hugh Kylie 
Diane Haggert 
In memory of 
Norm Silver 
In memory of 
Joe Bowman 
Isabelle 

McKinnon  

Betty Scott 

In memory of  

Arthur Owens 

In memory of 

Archie, Bruce, 

Joe, Peggy Ann 

and Andy     

Bowman 

Joyce Strang 

June Sully 

T. T. LAND 

COMPANY 

INC.  

 

In memory of 

Herbert and 

Olive Wilson 

 

If you would like to sup-

port the Gazette as a pa-

tron, please send your 

donation to Kinmount 

Gazette, Advertising & 

Finance, c/o Yvette 

Brauer, P.O. Box 17, 

Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0.  

Cheques should be made 

payable to K.C.P.E.D.  

years harvest would be sitting in 

the yards awaiting market de-

mand. Market depressions led to 

price drops and ruinous losses. 

Most lumber companies eventu-

ally went bankrupt. Timber for-

tunes were fleeting things indeed! 

 

The great river drives eventually 

came to an end for many reasons. 

The good pine, once thought inex-

haustible, quickly disappeared 

before the voracious demand. 

Railways pushed into the prime 

areas, bringing the mills to the 

logs rather than vice versa. By 

1900, many logs on the Burnt 

went no farther than Kinmount 

where as many as 7 mills did the 

processing and shipped the lumber 

products out on the Victoria Rail-

way. Competition from other 

sources in Northern Ontario and 

BC cut into the market share. And 

finally, the advent of the motor 

truck meant logs could be easily 

hauled anywhere. Soon Kinmount 

village contained only the Austin 

Sawmill, but other mills were 

active in the area. In the 1900s, 

the mills went to the logs. Thanks 

to motor trucks, skidders and 

steam & diesel power, the port-

able mill went ñon-siteò. Often 

these mills were large operations 

(see Phillips Mill article) and 

sawed whatever was available, not 

just the pine. 

 

Today the mills, both in town 

and outside, are all gone. 

There is still lumbering in the 

area, but the loggers of long 

ago would ridicule the ñpunyò 

second or third growth that is 

now harvested. Huge skidders 

have replaced the noble horse 

team and massive trucks haul 

the logs to far-off mills. No 

more is the Burnt River 

jammed with logs during the 

spring drive. No more hob-

nailed boots or pike poles or 

jam crackers. Those times are 

gone... gone with the great 

white pines who started it all. 

At the cookhouse;  the cook and his ñdevilò;  opposite: a  log 

stamp 
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During this Sesquicentennial 

Year one of the most thoughtful 

gifts to the Town of Kinmount 

was the donation by George and 

Jean Hewitt of the beautiful 

Pump Organ which had stood for 

so many years in the Orange Hall 

on Cluxton Street.   

 

In speaking with Jean Hewitt she 

related more of the history of this 

magnificent organ. It had origi-

nally been purchased by her 

mother Mrs. Ed [Pearl] Lyle and 

brought to the Lyle farm halfway 

between Kinmount and Davis 

Lake in order that Jeanôs sister 

Anna could take lessons and 

learn to play piano. Her young 

piano teacher was Betty Um-

phrey now Mrs. Betty Knox who 

resides in the Fenelon/

Bobcaygeon area.  When it be-

came apparent that the pump 

organ was really not the best 

choice of instrument on which to 

learn piano the organ was do-

nated to the Orange Hall in Kin-

mount. Many years later when 

the Orange Lodge was no longer 

using the Hall George Hewitt 

purchased back the organ and it 

remained in the Hewittôs home 

until their recent move from 

Cty.Road 121 to Stanworth Ter-

race, Minden. At this time the 

organ graces the stage at the Kin-

mount Community Centre and it 

was thrilling to hear it played by 

Jane Austin at the ñTalent 

Nightò.  

The instrumentôs maker, the 

Bell Piano and Organ Co., was 

established in 1864 in Guelph, 

Canada West [Ontario] by Scot-

tish born carpenter William 

Bell. By 1881 nearly 200 em-

ployees produced annually over 

1200 melodeons and reed or-

gans, some of which were ex-

ported as far away as Australia. 

The Bell Company received the 

gold medal at the Liverpool 

Exhibition and a report of the 

Colonial Exhibition in London, 

1886, concedes that ñThe Bell 

Organ display was the most 

prominent in their line òwith 

H.R.H. the Prince of Wales per-

sonally congratulating them on 

having the most handsome ex-

hibit. The Marquis of Lorne and 

H.R.H. the Princess Louise, 

after thoroughly testing the 

range of instruments displayed 

by the different manufacturers 

at the Exhibition, chose one of 

the ñIlluminated Pipe Top Bell 

Organsò and this sale was fol-

lowed by others to prestigious 

families around the world. So 

clearly here in Kinmount we are 

in the presence of royalty.   

 

Thank you to the Hewitt family 

for the gift of this treasure.  

Mystery of the Missing Bass 

One of the ñWonders of Kinmountò has been the worldôs 

second largest black bass. The mounted behemoth graced 

Dettmanôs Store for years. It was caught in Birchbark Lake 

and was a local landmark, especially for the angling crowd. 

When John Dettman sold the business, he insisted the 

mounted monster remain a fixture in the store. Sometime 

between then & now the trophy fish has gone missing. Lynne 

at the Gateway is asking for help in locating this landmark. If 

anyone knows the whereabouts of the bass, please let her 

know.  
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Happy Anniversary Kinmount!  

 

Come and see us for all your 

real estate needs.  

 Music Night! 

The KCPED hosts its annual Christmas Music 

Night and Christmas Loonie Auction 

Friday, November 27th 

7:30 PM  Galway Hall  Tickets $10.00 in advance 

 

 

Kinmount Pharmacy 
We are committed to your health 

 
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family 

Have your prescriptions filled with us! 
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre 

 
We provide  Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations  

                     Free Medication Review & Delivery 
 

Hours are:     Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm 
  Thurs.  9 am to 8 pm 

           Fri. 9 am to 5 pm 

 

        T. 705-488-1960               F. 705-488-1959 

                    

An aerial view of Kinmount, note the train is running and the saw-

mill is in 

operation 
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 Minerôs Bay Church 
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 Lodge accommodates 20 people 
Cottage accommodates 8 people  

               Weekly Rentals  
 

705-447-2651      705-488-2687 

HIGHLAND TRAIL 

LODGE  

For Rent 

Have you heard about the Windows to 
the Past Campaign?  

 
Individuals, Families, Businesses and 

Organizations have the opportunity to sponsor a 
window in the Austin Sawmill  

Contact 488 -2635 for more information  
 

Only 6 Windows Remaining of the Original 20  
 

Donôt let this opportunity to become part of 
history slip into the past!  

KINMOUNTõS UNIQUE FOO D BO UTIQ UE 
O NE  OF  A  K I ND MENUS 

BR UNC H E VERY  W EEKE ND 

 
Gourmet Shop - Café  
 Bakery Restaurant   
Gourmet Goodies 

Bistro Nights  
Eat In or Take Out 

   Catering - Cooking 
Classes 
          

New in 2009!  
 

Houseware -Giftware -
Clothing  

 

      

www.harmonyfarm.ca 
3290 County Road 121 

705-488-3300 
 

 

Situated on Highway 35 just 

across from the Minersô Bay 

Lodge sits the beautiful little 

Minerôs Bay Church. In 1906, 

local residents decided to con-

struct a small Baptist church for 

local services. A lot was pur-

chased from Joseph Galloway at 

the lodge and local stonemasons 

Joseph Valentine & Duncan Pren-

tice lovingly constructed the little 

stone building. Regular services 

were held in the little landmark so 

appropriately built of stone until 

after 1920, when a population 

decline devastated the congrega-

tion. In 1926, Enos Windsor, un-

der the direction of the Shanty-

manôs Christian Association, be-

gan to hold services in the local 

landmark while summering at the 

Lodge. The Church was eventu-

ally conveyed to the Home Mis-

sion Board of the Baptist Conven-

tion. 

 

Rev Windsor was a regular tourist 

at the Lodge and the regular sum-

mer pastor for over 4 decades. It 

was his connections in the USA 

that led the Wunker Family to buy 

the Minerôs Bay Lodge in 1938. 

Since that time, the local residents 

and Gull Lake cottagers have 

cared for and maintained this local 

landmark. Services are held each 

Sunday throughout the summer. 

After a special Thanksgiving ser-

vice, the little stone church is 

closed for the winter. In 2006 the 

historic Minersô Bay Church cele-

brated one hundred years of ser-

vice on the rocky shores of Gull 

Lake. Good things do come in 

small packages. 


