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150 Commemorative Celebration of the Kinmount United Church
Congregation (1859 to 2009)
There is no other hamlet that
we are aware of or know,
that can boast of the many
attributes of those to be
found in Kinmount. This has
been especially true in this
year of Kinmount‘s Sesquicentennial Celebrations. For
many readers of the Kinmount Gazette , the realization that there is another Kinmount land-mark that is celebrating its Sesquicentennial
Commemoration of members this year. Sometimes
known locally as ―the little
white church on East Hill‖
the Kinmount United Church
had its birth as well in 1859
in the homes of pioneer Kinmount families. It has
served this community extremely well with caring and
distinction for the past 150
years. According to historian
Guy Scott, it is the oldest
publically used building in
Kinmount today, now 142
years old, built in 1866/67
and has served its congregations for 15 decades.
The first Worship Service
was held on Sunday, September 7, 1859 conducted by a
Saddleback Presbyterian
Minister, the Rev. William S.
Clark. He arrived at Burnt
River Station, named Kinmount shortly thereafter,
with the service held in the
home of John Hunter and
family. Mr. Hunter is recognized as the founder of Kinmount. The early home was
located on the property at

Cluxton Street and Highway
121 and has been rebuilt and is
the ―Kinmount Bed and
Breakfast‖ today.
There were some 20 or more
families who attended the
early services in the Pioneer
homes of early residents, from
all protestant denomination,
which included Methodists,
Anglicans, Baptists and the
Presbyterians. According to
Rev. Clark‘s personal diary,
and as described by Mr. Guy
Scott in his ―The History of
Kinmount – A Community on
the Fringe‖, weddings, baptisms, funerals and services
were performed as might be
required on Rev. Clark‘s travels to various settlements in
the area. He also lists the family names of those
who attended as Hunter, McArthur, Kennedy,
Coben, Dettman-Dudman,
Coben, Eberlin, Kennettle,
Ritchie, Lyle, Scarlet, Bell,
Allison, Foster, Morgan,
Palmer, and Butts.
By 1868. A Sabbath or Sunday
School was active at the
church as well as Annual Sunday School picnic and other
social events.
The present church was built
by the members of the Presbyterian congregation, including
the Rev. Clark, and located at
the top of Cluxton Street. The
church also provided for those
of the other faiths who shared
this early ―elegant‖ structure the Anglican, the Baptists,
and Methodists who now held

individual services.
It was named and dedicated
the Kinmount Presbyterian
Church on a Sunday in late
September, 1867, with its first
fulltime Minister being the
Rev. William Clark. What a
proud moment it must have
been for Rev. Clark and his
family, and for the congregation to celebrate this enormous
achievement in such a small
hamlet and having being built
in our Confederation Year.
The Reverend Clark was also
Kinmount‘s first and only
teacher into the early 1880‘s.
It isn‘t clear but there has been
some thought that the church
was also used as the first
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Neighbours and Friends: Silver Lake
The first road into Kinmount
from the settled south was the
Bobcaygeon Colonization
Road. Today, it is County
Roads #49 & #121. The Road
began in Bobcaygeon and was
planned to run straight north
(actually magnetic north as it
was run by compass!), until it
met Lake Nippissing near
North Bay. The first community along the Road north
from Bobcaygeon was Silver
Lake. Around the spot where
the Road touched Little Silver
Lake, a pioneer settlement
grew up in the late 1850s. All
lots along the Road were freegrants and hence were occupied as soon as settlers could
locate them. The early settlers
included a number of retired
―pensioners‖ from the British
Army. After 25 years service
(or so) they were discharged
and given 200 acres and a
small pension. These veterans
had travelled round the world
in army service and seen
some exotic locales. The
rocky nature of Silver Lake
must have disappointed them,

Salvation Army

for most left the community
after a few years, often moving to better land in the area.
Silver Lake flourished due to
its proximity to the Bobcaygeon Road. Travel was so
rough and slow, Silver Lake
was as far as many travelers
could go in one day after leaving Bobcaygeon: a mere 5
miles! It was often easier to
walk than ride. The community never really had a main
street or core area, but several
hotels, a store, post office and
school were clustered along
the Road. A local sawmill was
the only industrial structure.
The Silver Lake Post Office,
opened in 1859, closed and reopened 4 times until its permanent closure in 1927: a sure
sign of a fluctuating population! The arrival of the railway at Fell‘s Station, Burnt
River and Kinmount decimated the Silver Lake Settle-

soup kitchens. The SA
shunned regular church docThe Salvation Army started in trines and methods, preferring
to concentrate on inner salvaLondon England in 1865.
tion and charitable works. In
William Booth, a Methodist
missionary minister, founded 1885, the Salvation Army
opened branches in Canada,
the East London Christian
again concentrating on the less
Mission to work among the
alcoholics, drug addicts, pros- privileged groups in society.
titutes and other ―undesirable‖ It was the campaign against
alcohol that brought the Salvagroups in the poorest section
tion Army to Kinmount. At the
of London. The Salvation
Army missions preached hope height of the lumbering indus& salvation to these groups. A try, Kinmount had 3 hotels and
alcohol flowed freely. The SA
military structure was added
became active in town about
when workers objected to be
1887 under the direction of
called volunteers, preferring
the term ―regular‖. The Salva- Captain Wiggins. Another
tion Army doggedly adminis- leader was Capt William
McWilliams. Mrs. Paul Crego
tered to the ―down and outs‖
of society, often starting with was the first local convert, and
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ment until it became a ghost
hamlet. Business and commerce switched to these railway towns, and the traffic
along the Bobcaygeon Road
dwindled. The only remaining
symbol of Silver Lake is the
abandoned Silver Lake cemetery. Even the names of most
of the internees has been lost,
as only a few tombstones remain to mark the oncethriving settlement of Silver
Lake.

2 of her family became
prominent officers. The headquarters was beside the old
town hall, next to the jail and
the undertaker! Regular services were held and members
canvassed outside the barrooms on main St. The Kinmount branch remained active
until 1922.
The Salvation Army is best
known for its soup kitchens to
aid the homeless and for its
outreach programs for the
down & out in society. Their
Christmas donation drives are
a part of the holiday season,
with their donation kettles and
bells. Their reputation of aiding those in distress is well
earned, and a story told me by
a World War I veteran illus-

Main Street Kinmount
Kawartha Credit Union is a
full-service financial
institution with 19 branches
in North and
East-Central Ontario from
Trenton to Parry Sound.
ATM available 24 hours

705-488-9963

trates this reputation. During
the war, the SA would distribute ―care packages‖ to those
in the trenches. The Kinmount
resident, while huddling in the
Flanders mud, had a visit
from the SA distributing such
comforts as dry socks, writing
paper, chocolate bars, handkerchiefs, etc. Imagine his
surprise when such a parcel
was placed in his hands while
in the front lines, freely given
with a hearty ―God Bless‖. He
always remembered this act
of kindness: when he was
down & out, risking his life
for his country, the Salvation
Army was there for him. He
repaid that act of kindness
every Christmas. Ye reap
what ye sow.
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St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
Many of the first settlers in
Galway were of Irish descent;
the sons and daughters of the
Peter Robinson settlers from
the Peterborough area and
adherents to the Roman
Catholic faith. The Galway
mission was attached to
Downeyville, the nearest parish. Services were held at
individual homes and the
Swamp Lake School. Early
ministers included Father
Bernard Coyle, Fr M. Connelly, Fr Stafford and Fr Fitzpatrick. Sheer numbers made
a congregation practical, so in
1874 the push to build a local
church began. It took until
1882, but on Christmas Day,
Immaculate Conception
Church was officially consecrated. It stood on lot 5, concession 12 Galway Township
and a cemetery was started
beside the church. The entire
100 acre lot was preserved for
the Church. At one point,
Mrs. Buckley, across the Galway Road from the lot, had
actually chased off a prospective settler from the lot with a
pitchfork!
The Galway congregation
remained a mission under

United Church

Fenelon Falls for several
more years. Fathers M.J.
O‘Brien, T.B. Connell and
John Nolan ministered to the
Church before 1898. In that
year, Father M.J. O‘Leary
assumed the Parish of
Fenelon Falls. He fell in
love with the Galway area
and moved the Parish headquarters to Mount Irwin. A
manse was built across the
road and the Parish of Kinmount was born. Father
O‘Leary kept a hearse, a
team of black horses to pull
it and a workshop to build
coffins: a complete funeral
service heretofore absent in
the community. he also
started the Catholic Mutual
Benefit Association and
built a parish hall next to the
church. The CMBA hall
became the local community
centre, hosting meetings,
parties, dances and numerous community gatherings.
In the 1960s, the old hall
was sold to the Township of
Galway for token sum. It
was torn down a modern
structure built to serve as the
Galway (Community) Hall.

The next priest, Father
Galvin, built St Patrick‘s
Church in Kinmount, consecrated in 1910. He preferred
town life and abandoned the
rolling hills of Galway for a
new manse beside St Patrick‘s. The 2 church parish
continued until 1929 when
tragedy struck Immaculate
Conception Church. The
church had just been renovated and many of the furnishings were still not in-

stalled when fire leveled the structure on Easter Sunday, 1930. It was
never rebuilt. The adherents were
transferred to St Patrick‘s in town,
the cemetery abandoned and all that
remained was the parish hall. In
1934, a new cemetery was consecrated in town. Later priests include
but are not limited to: Fr James
Young, Fr John Leonard, Fr Vincent
Gillogly, Father Charles Kay, Fr
Ray Hart, Father Felix, Father Bill
Fellion, Father Jerry, Father Tony
Bariol

St. Patrick’s Parish will celebrate its 100th Anniversary in 2010

continued from pg. 1

school classroom. The Clark
family moved from Kinmount
in the early ‗80‘s to join other
members of the family and to
farm near Welcome, Kansas.
The congregation continued
in the Presbyterian fellowship
until 1910, some 51 years,
when the members of the
church voted to join the newly
created Union Alliance
Church of Canada, established in Canada West
(Saskatchewan).The Alliance

Church had gained interest
across Canada over the preceding two decades. Our
members learned of this
change from a postcard invitation written by a long time
member and church leader,
Irene McNamara - and found
recently by her son Hugh
McNamara.
In 1925, with the formation of
the United Church of Canada
the long expected wait was
over and the Congregation

voted once again, this time to
join the United Churches
across Canada and was dedicated the Kinmount United
Church that year, as it continues to be today.
But that is not the end of our
story. In 1951, five local
United Churches – Coboconk
(Knox), Norland, Burnt River,
Baddow and Kinmount
joined together, through Lindsay Presbytery, to become the
Coboconk Pastoral Charge.

This arrangement, which
would jointly share a Minister, church administration,
fellowship and social activities almost as one, but would
remain as individual congregations serving their communities as a ―five, and much
later as a four Point Charge‖.
This formal arrangement
would continue for the next
51 years. In 2005, a restructuring took place and the
Continued on page 13
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St. James Anglican Church
The arrival of the railway in
1874 and the sudden growth
in population of the area led
to the establishment of an
Anglican mission in Kinmount. The first minister was
the eccentric Rev Phillip
Toque (pronounced Tock). He
dressed formally in swallowtailed coats and was totally
out of place in rough frontier
Kinmount The new mission
utilized the existing Presbyterian church.
The next Anglican minister
was the Reverend Edward
Soward. He is aptly credited
with being the true founder of
the Anglican Parish of Kinmount. When the ―sharing‖
agreement with the Presbyterian Church was cancelled
abruptly in 1883, Rev Soward
led the congregation in the
drive to build their own
church. Donations of time,
money and materials were
solicited. Thanks to his unflagging energy, St James‘
Anglican Church was officially dedicated in August
1884. Dean Smithett officiated at the dedication, followed in the afternoon by a

picnic in the (Scott‘s) Grove
behind the Church. The term
―Grove‖ was an old-English
term for a park or picnic area.
For many years the Grove
was used as the local park for
many public events.
A Church Manse was built
Crego St to house ministers
and their families. In 1906 the
manse was moved to Dickson
St beside the railway station.
It remained for a here until
the 1980s when Kinmount no
longer hosted a minister. A
Parish Hall was later added to
the east side of the church.
Rev Soward extended the
efforts of the Anglican
Church to surrounding communities. A mission was established a Ewan to serve the
Crystal Lake area. Rev Soward held services in Burnt
River and with the direction
from a Rowland Machonachie, St Lukes Anglian
Church came into existence.
The Anglican Parish of Kinmount also adopted St Johns
Church in Irondale. Together,
the 3 churches formed the
Anglican Parish of Kinmount.
A list of Anglican ministers to

serve the Parish of Kinmount
reads as follows:
Rev E. Soward
Rev A.C. Cummer
Rev E.F. Hockley
Rev G. Warren
Rev W.H. Mackintosh
Rev Geo Turner
Rev E.C. Moore
Rev Gordon Hatcher
Rev Ralph Ayde
Rev R.M. Weeks
Rev H.E. Pelletier
Rev S.A.R Wood
Rev Earl Sigston
Rev Lloyd McFarlane
Rev H Shepherd
Rev E Mason
Rev J.L. Ball
Rev A.S. Hutchinson
Rev G.M. Hutchinson
Rev J.M. Craig
Rev R.G. Brooks
Rev Dawn
By the 1980s, the numbers in
the Parish had fallen to the
point where it could no longer
support a minister. In 1992
the Kinmount and Irondale
churches were added to the
Parish of Minden while Burnt
River was adopted by the
Parish of Bobcaygeon.

Call 705-488-2205
For appointment

Check Out These Special
Kinmount Souvenirs
Anniversary T-Shirts
Kinmount Postcards
Kinmount Photo Magnets
Kinmount Historical Photo Sets
Kinmount Pins
Kinmout: A Community
Celebrates DVD
Kinmount Note Cards
Kinmount Hats
The Kinmount Mural Prints
Available at the Artisans’
Marketplace and the Tourist
Information Centre at the
Railway Station

Check It
Out!
Our
Kinmount and
Area Events
Calendar contains all the
information
that you need
to know about
the Church
Services in our
Community.

Kinmount Artisans
Marketplace
Celebrating 10 years in 2009
Local Fine Art and Handcrafts
Lower Level
Kinmount Community Centre,
On City Rd. 45 W. at 121
Kinmount, Ontario, Canada
www.kinmountartisans.ca
Phone (705) 488-1414
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Kinmount Committee For

Royal Canadian Legion
John McGrath
Branch 441
Kinmount, Ontario
705-488-3462
We will remember them.

The Great Kinmount Church Schism
A schism is a separation, break-up
or parting of ways. Kinmount‘s
religious congregations experienced such an event in April
1883. Prior to this event, all 4 of
the villages religious groups used
the Presbyterian Church. Built in
1867, the church, still standing on
the Cluxton St hill, was the only
one in town. A Sunday schedule
was agreed to by Presbyterians,
Methodists, Anglicans & Baptists
for use of the structure. Harmony
prevailed until that fateful day
when a new Presbyterian minister
abruptly ended the agreement. All

Planning and Economic
Development

through the fateful day, congregations trooped as usual up
to the church, only to find the
door locked.
With the agreement ended,
the various denominations
were forced to make other
plans. As a result, Kinmount
village was graced with 2
more Churches: St James
Anglican on Crego St and the
Baptist Church (now the Masonic Lodge) across the street.
The Methodists never joined
the construction craze, utiliz-

Is a Proud Sponsor of
the
Kinmount 150th
Anniversary Committee

ing the Baptist Church instead. Eventually, Kinmount
acquired a fourth Church, St
Patrick‘s Roman Catholic, to
bring the compliment of
churches in the village up to
its present strength of four.

The Kinmount Methodist Congregation

DID YOU KNOW?
The Methodist Church
began in the late 18th
century as a movement
within the Church of
England.

One of the largest protestant groups
in pioneer Ontario was the Methodist
Church. Founded in England by John
Wesley, the term Methodism was
derived from their methodical approach to bible study and Christian
doctrines. Methodists often used revival meetings, retreats, bible study
and testimonials in their services.
Many other churches criticized the
―enthusiasm‖ or evangelical nature of
their services. There were actually
several branches of Methodism, each
varying somewhat from one another.
A Methodist congregation (likely
Wesleyan Methodist) was organized
in Kinmount before 1870. They never

J. AUSTIN & SONS LIMITED
LUMBER FOR EVERY PURPOSE
KINMOUNT, ONTARIO
Office 705.488.2961
1.877.488.2961
Fax 705.488.3279

had their own church, preferring to
‗borrow‖ space in other buildings.
But they did have a minister and a
parsonage on Dickson St.. Ministers
included Rev Bynham, Rev Bryans,
Rev Oke and Rev Oke. The Kinmount congregation was never very
large, and eventually lessened to the
point where the parsonage was sold in
1903 and the congregation dissolved
by 1910. In 1922, the various
branches of the Methodist Church in
Canada amalgamated with the Presbyterians to form the United Church
of Canada.

Thank you to our
Patrons
Tabbed Tape
Strip
Company
The Pearson
Family
Hugh Kylie
Diane Haggert
In memory of
Norm
Silver
In memory of
Joe Bowman
Isabelle

McKinnon
Betty Scott
In memory of
Arthur Owens
In memory of
Archie, Bruce,
Joe, Peggy Ann
and Andy
Bowman
Joyce Strang
June Sully
T. T. LAND
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DID YOU
KNOW?
The English
Edition of the
King James
Bible will be
celebrating its
400th anniversary. This bible
is the most
commonly referenced Bible
in the Western
Hemisphere.
COMPANY
INC.

If you would like to support the Gazette as a patron, please send your
donation to Kinmount
Gazette, Advertising &
Finance, c/o Yvette
Brauer, P.O. Box 17,
Kinmount, On K0M 2A0.
Cheques should be made
payable to K.C.P.E.D.
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A Brief History of the Dharma Centre in Kinmount
by Karen Russell and Trudy
Gold with thanks to Sonam
Gyatso, Cecilie Kwiat, Rob
McConnell, and Terry Hagan
In the fall of 1966 a bunch of
city folks under the guidance
of their meditation teacher,
George Dawson, were convinced that in spite of the
mosquitoes, the polluted well
and dilapidated buildings on
this abandoned mink farm,
that this property to buy. Having been very involved with
various traditions such as
Christianity and Buddhist
meditation, George Dawson‘s
passion was to lead students
to understand universal truths.
In the process of transforming
the property, the students
would transform themselves… and so began the
adventures of the Dharma
Centre of Canada.
Volunteers from Toronto (and
other urban centres) began
coming up to the Centre
workng with diligence and
perseverance to improve the
property. These work parties
we combined with retreats
and students from all over the
world came to participate
staying in tents, on the sloping floor of Hill House or in
the dirt-floored Main House.
During this time they studied
and explored Buddhism, as

well as the Western Mysteries, the sciences, and Christianity.
The 70s brought in electricity,
and wells were dug for a welcome source of fresh water. A
beautiful temple/study hall
was built and separate meditation cabins put up in the forest
and by the lake. The main
house was opened up and a
much-needed kitchen and
dining area were created. An
interesting systems of nature
trails were established
throughout the Centre.
As the Dharma Centre developed, many illustrious teachers and guests from all over
the world came to teach. In
1974 HH Gyalwa Karmapa,
one of the highest Lamas
(Buddhist teachers) of Tibet
came to the Dharma Centre
on his first ever visit to North
America. A large group of
people including about half
the population of Kinmount
gathered on the lawn in front
of the temple to hear him
teach. David Bohm, a famous
physicist and modern thinker
also led a seminar here on the
relationships between science
and religion.

grams. Studies included science, western thought, Buddhist training, and the arts,
with participants graduating
as universalist ministers.
Over the years many monuments have been built that are
like acupuncture points in the
landscape. The variety of stupas, pagodas and Buddha
rupas (ancient symbols in
statue form) make this property a unique environment
that has over the years been
endowed with a continuum of
teachings of meditation and
related arts and sciences.

this uniquely beautiful property. It continues to be a
place of growth and unfolding
that allows people to study
whatever interests them—no
matter their interest, faith or
religion.

As a community, we emphasize spiritual study and exploration, and we continue to
invite teachers from various
countries and different disciplines to teach at the Dharma
Centre. Our next course
‗Healing through Movement
and Sound‘ Oct 2nd-7th, will
be with guest teachers, Master
sound yogi Tim Jones and
In the past decade –including Britain‘s foremost healer
after the passing of the found- Elizabeth St John. Please
ing teacher, George Dawson - check our website for more
Dharma Centre members have details.
made a greater effort to reach
out and work with our surWe invite you to drop by for a
rounding community. Open
visit some time. The resident
houses are held 2 or 3 times
teachers hold a regular medieach year, and we regularly
tation class every Thursday
hold seminars and retreats on night at 7:30 pm. All are wela variety of subjects. Groups
come.
from diverse backgrounds
such as First Nations, JudaFor more information please
ism, Islam, Christianity,
contact us at: adminofHindu, and Buddhism come
fice@dharmacentre.org 705
up to participate and enjoy
488 2704 or visit our website
www.dharmacentre.org

In the 80s a new theme
emerged with a series of two
3-year teacher-training pro-
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Spot the Shot Recaptured
Last edition‘s Spot the Shot
was Bury Green‘s Church located on Bury‘s Green Road. It
is rather unusual because the
cemetery is located on the
grounds a practice which was
discontinued in Canada when
we moved to Community Ceremonies. The church is closed
save for one day a year, in June,
when they hold a memorial

service in honour of the pioneers buried on site.

Kinmount Pharmacy
We are committed to your health
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family
Have your prescriptions filled with us!
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre

Happy Anniversary Kinmount!
Come and see us for all your
real estate needs.

We provide Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations
Free Medication Review & Delivery
Hours are:

T. 705-488-1960

Page 7

Geocaching is Returning
Harvest Homecoming Weekend (Thanksgiving)
$20.00 Per Team includes BBQ
Contact Andrew at 488-2291
Sponsored by the KCPED

Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm
Thurs. 9 am to 8 pm
Fri. 9 am to 5 pm

F. 705-488-1959

Kinmount Gazette
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HIGHLAND TRAIL
LODGE

Shopping at the Fair
There were many
interesting items for
sale at the General
Store in the Pioneer
Exhibit at the Fairgrounds. This was
the Pioneer Society’s 25th Anniversary year.

For Rent

Lodge accommodates 20 people
Cottage accommodates 8 people
Weekly Rentals

705-447-2651

705-488-2687

" Drawing and
Watercolour Simplified "
in it's 3rd year ...

an ART WORKSHOP
~ for adults ~ beginner to intermediate ~
located in the upper level of the

Kinmount Community Centre
now every 2nd week ~ all winter !
begins

Friday Sept. 11th ~ 10am-1pm
Pre-Registration required

call for details & reserve space today
'16 class discount Rate' '8 class Rate' 'Drop-In Rate'

… Prepared packages of quality art supplies
will be avail. at special 'Bundle' Rates …

KINMOUNT’S UNIQUE FOOD BOUTIQUE
ONE OF A KIND MENUS
BRUNCH EVERY WEEKEND

Gourmet Shop - Café
Bakery Restaurant
Gourmet Goodies
Bistro Nights
Eat In or Take Out
Catering - Cooking
Classes

Brenda Mulholland
Visual Artist ~ Multi Media

(705) 488-1574
Have you heard about the Windows to the Past
Campaign?
Individuals, Families, Businesses and
Organizations have the opportunity to sponsor
a window in the Austin Sawmill
Contact 488-2635 for more information

New in 2009!
Houseware-GiftwareClothing

www.harmonyfarm.ca
3290 County Road 121
705-488-3300
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Cult-ural Corner: Roch Theriault and the Ant Hill Kids
The Ant Hill Kids Commune
saga is one of the most bizarre
tales the Kinmount area has
witnessed. In 1984, Roch
Theriault led his followers
from the Eastern Townships
of Quebec to a lot he had purchased in Somerville Township near Burnt River. Theriault, who called himself
―Moses‖ was fleeing Quebec
after some troubling experiences with both the locals and
the authorities. In fact, his
commune had been mysteriously ―burnt‖ back in Thedford Mines, and the commune
members were seeking a fresh
start in a remote place away
from the past.
The commune consisted of
Roch, the spiritual leader, 8
wives, 3 minions and eventually up to 23 children. They
lived an isolated and precarious existence deep in the bush
and had minimal contact with
the outside world. Roch was a
skilled woodworker, and they
eventually built a compound
of many assorted buildings.
Money was earned in a variety of ways, including everything from begging to selling
crafts. But money woes constantly dogged the commune
and they seemed constantly
living on the edge.
Roch, or Moses, was a very
charming person to some people. He held total sway over
his followers, and controlled
their every movement. Small
transgressions led to physical
punishment, but his hold on
the community was total.
Roch‘s cult religion was a
strange brew of cave man
bullying, sexual sadism and
Old Testament religion. But
he was always the leader, the

Page 9

Messiah, and equality was not
a regular feature in his commune.
The local authorities were
uncomfortable with the Ant
Hill Kids Commune. One of
the major concerns revolved
the many small children and
newborn babies. Eventually,
the Children‘s Aid Society
removed all children from the
commune and placed them in
foster homes. As more babies
were born, they were also
removed. Eventually 23 children & babies were placed in
foster care.
Roch‘s relations with the locals varied. He could be very
charming, and many felt sorry
for the plight of the commune
members. But he was also
dominating and violent and
suspicions of what really happened in the commune lingered. Several times, commune members were caught
shoplifting. Once their sentence included a weeks community service at the Kinmount Fair.
An old adage states ―Ye reap
what ye sow‖, and eventually
Roch‘s transgressions caught
up with him. One of his wives
suffered an appendicitis attack, and Roch, the Messiah
tried to perform an operation
on her. The wife died and
Roch hid her body in the
bush, even going so far as to
make jewelry out of her
bones. When in a fit of rage
he cut off the arm of another
wife, she turned against him
and informed the authorities.
Roch successfully hid from
the police for several days,
but in the end he was caught.
He was found guilty of sec-

ond degree murder and sent to
Kingston for life with no parole for 10 years. The commune members scattered, but
several wives actually moved
to Kingston to be near him
and await his release!
The Ant Hill Kids Commune
is no more. Roch is out of jail
(he was a ―model‖ prisoner)
and has disappeared. Two
journalists wrote a book
called ―Savage Messiah: The
Shocking Story of Cult
Leader Roch Theriault and
the Women Who Loved
Him‖. A made-for-tv movie
also called ―Savage Messiah‖
was made by Canadian film
makers. And the story even
got a 2 page spread in National Inquirer! It‘s not often
our area gets a book, movie &
National Inquirer story all at
once! The sad & macabre tale
of Roch Theriault at Burnt
River was over.

Kinmount and
District
Health Centre
705-488-1105
KeepingKinmount and
Area Healthy!
Thank you for supporting
our annual
Journey for Health

Left: the cover of a book that explored the story; Right: a picture of
Roch Theriault taken while he was in
custody in 1989
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Kinmount Kids’ Corner
Victoria Pony Club Looking for New
Members
The Victoria Pony Club will
be starting operations for
the 2009-2010 season. Pony
Club is open to youths under the age of 21. Pony
Club teaches young horse
enthusiasts all about horses:
their health, habits, care and
riding equipment. It does
not teach children how to
ride or give riding lessons.
You do not have to have a
horse or pony to join, just a
curiosity or love of horses.
The club will hold 8-10
educational meetings between October and March.
It meets every 2 weeks at
the Galway Hall on a day to
be decided by the members.
The cost will be approximately $150 for the year.
Victoria Pony Club is a
member of the Canadian

Pony Club, Central Ontario
Region. Each year, beginning in May, COR holds
numerous events: Prince
Phillip Games, Dressage,
Show Jumping and D Rally.
Only Pony Club members
are eligible to participate in
these events. Members may
chose any or all these disciplines as they wish. It is not
mandatory to attend any of
these shows.
The Victoria Pony Club will
be holding a sign up/
information meeting on
Wednesday October 7 @
7:00 pm at the Galway Hall.
Anyone interested is welcome. For further information, contact Guy Scott 4883182.

Gateway Variety and Video
Video Rentals and Sales
Books and Gifts
Coffee * Muffins
Sandwiches * Salads
Daily Specials
Scooped Ice Cream
Frozen Yogurt
Slushies
Fudge * Brittle * Candy
Much Much More Than A Variety Store!
705- 488-1101

Happy Anniversary Kinmount!!!

Math Problem:
Below is a picture taken on the Saturday of the Kinmount
Fair looking South down County Road 121. Using this picture and your estimation skills answer this question: how
many cars were backed up from this point to the Dutch Line
Road during the Kinmount Fair Warriors Day Parade? A
special thank you to Diane Haggert for submitting this
photo.

Victoria Pony Club Members pose with ribbons won at the
recent Kinmount Fair. From Left to Right: Hardy, Madlyn Rensink, Meg Scott, Rachel Scott on Peanut, Amelia
Austin, Reese and Natasha Austin Absent: Emily Pearson
and numerous other horses and ponies.
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby
I survived Kinmount Fair! I
think there should be buttons,
bumper stickers, hats and tshirts that say that! Thankfully, Mother Nature graced
our fair with beautiful
weather this year. Many
thanks must also be extended
to the Kinmount Agricultural
Society who continually put
Kinmount on the map through
their extensive devotion with
this spectacular event. What
a miraculous job they do in
bringing glory to Kinmount.
Please call me at (705) 4882919 or send an e-mail to
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca to
leak info through the Hot
Stove Leak In addition; your
news may be posted at kinmount.ca.
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR
Congratulations to Ralph
Pearson, recipient of Kinmount & District Lions Club
Citizen of the Year Award.
Throughout the years Ralph
has supported his church and
with a smile on his face, supplied the highlight to many
Kinmount events by adding to
the festivities with his horse
& wagon rides. Ralph is a
warm and giving man and a
most deserving recipient for
this award. Way to go Ralph!
TERRY FOX RUN
Students in our area
join in spirit with
students across our
county to raise funds
for cancer research
Friday, September 25,
the Terry Fox National School Run
Day. If you miss the
opportunity to sponsor a student you may

contact one of our local
schools to donate directly.
LEGION WEEK
SEPTEMBER 20 – 26
Come One - Come All - You
are invited to find out what
the Legion is all about during
Legion Week at the Royal
Canadian Legion, Branch
441. Here‘s your chance to
explore legion memorabilia,
pictures and books displayed
throughout the week. Fellowship, complimentary lunches,
and a variety of activities are
also yours to enjoy. The line
up of events is as follows:
Tuesday, Sept. 22, Bingo at
10:00 a.m. followed by lunch.
Wednesday, Sept. 23, Euchre
at 10:00 a.m. followed by
lunch and Cribbage in the
afternoon. Thursday, Sept.
24, Darts at 10:00 a.m. followed by lunch. Friday, Sept.
25 Regular Friday Night
Bingo, $300.00 Must Go
Jackpot at 6:45 p.m. with
complimentary snacks at
break.
VARIETY NIGHT AT
KINMOUNT LEGION
Originally set for Sept. 26,
Variety Night is rescheduled
to Oct. 3. Make sure to catch
this hilarious, entertaining
Variety Show. You won‘t be
sorry. Good old gut busting

laughs and surprises are guaranteed to come your way.
Social Hour 6:00 p.m. to 7:00
p.m. The entertainment begins at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are
a steal of a deal – only $5.00
per person. Cost includes
light snacks. Where else can
you go out for such a fun
night with a low cost price
like that? Who knows, maybe
the famous Kinmount Dixie
Chicks will happen by…

Society is all set to go on its
annual bus tour Saturday, Oct.
3. The first stop is a ride on
the authentic 1920‘s train on
the South Simcoe Railway
between Tottenham and Beeton. The next stop is at the
Simcoe County Museum in
Barrie. The tour leaves Bobcaygeon at 8:00 a.m. and returns by 5:00 p.m. Tickets
are $65 each which includes
all admissions, bus, 60+ page
tour booklet and lunch. This
guided bus tour will be narrated by Guy Scott outlining
all points of interest along the
route. Seats are limited so
reserve your spot now by calling Jim Walker at 905-9991580.

HAPPY 150TH TO KINMOUNT UNITED
CHURCH
Kinmount United Church
commemorates its 150th Sesquicentennial Celebration of
its many congregations, Ministers and members with a
Commemorative Service of
Worship Sunday, September
27, 2009 at 11:00 a.m. Luncheon follows the Service at
12:30 pm at Kinmount Community Centre. Special guest
speaker is the Rev. Dr. Dorcas Gordon, Principal of
Knox College, University of
Toronto. Everyone welcome.
For more information call
488-2687 or visit kinmountunitedchurch.com.

YOGA & AEROBICS
Relaxing Yoga returns to Kinmount Community Centre
Tuesday & Thursday mornings from 10:15 a.m. to 11:15
p.m. (Contact Janet Dalzell
488-2630) and Wednesday
evenings from 6:30 p.m. to
8:00 p.m. (Contact Gail Holness at 705-455-9294). These
classes teach how to tap into
the body‘s natural healing
power. Learn how to control
breath and thoughts to enTRAINS TO TOTTENcourage deep relaxation &
HAM
rejuvenation. Prior to Yoga,
The Greater Harvey Historical Janet also offers Aerobic &

BCH Tax Preparation
3235 County Road 121
R.R. #2 Burnt River ON
K0M 1C0
Barry Heaton
Phone 705-488-2228
Mobile 705-340-3942
Fax 705-488-3160
bchtaxpreparation@bellhnet.ca

Accounting
Bookkeeping
Government Remittances
Payroll
Personal Tax Returns
P.O.S. System Set-up
Small Business Set-up
All at REASONABLE RATES
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The Hot Stove Leak
Muscle Conditioning Fitness
Classes Tuesday & Thursday
mornings from 9:00 a.m. to
10:00 a.m.
HARVEST
HOMECOMING STUDIO
TOUR
Thanksgiving weekend marks
the 15th annual Harvest
Homecoming Studio Tour in
Kinmount. For a memorable
get together, why not round
up family and friends, jump in
the car and off you go to explore an array of unique handcrafted gift items, fine art and
stunning fall scenery. The
free Tour takes place 10:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday
& Sunday, Oct. 10 & 11. To
plan your route, obtain an
event map/brochure at local
businesses or at KINMOUNT
ARTISANS MARKETPLACE, the Tour information
centre. The brochure describes featured studios, their
guest artists and locations.
Along your way, get your
brochure signed by the artisans at each stop. At your
final destination, write your
name and telephone number
on your brochure, leave it
with the host artist to submit
to Kinmount Artisans Marketplace and you may be the
winner of a free draw, taking
place Saturday, October 18.
The following artisans offer
you a warm and welcoming
atmosphere:
Judy & Ed‘s Porch & Barn:
Folk Art & Collectibles
Sandra Weyrich: Twig Crafting
Crazy Horse Studio: Stained
Glass Art & Gifts, Linda &
Bill McGillivray
Lizzie Feyerabend: Artist in
Acrylics

continued from page 11

Brenda Mullholland: Visual
Artist - Multi Media
Donna Stover: Watercolour
Artist
Barb Leffering: Quilt-AGrafix
Louise Docherty: Cards,
paintings birdhouses & more
Windmill Country Crafts:
Fine Arts & Crafts, Milly
Struik
Kinmount Artisans Marketplace

Kinmount businesses or
wherever you see the ATV
set up on display around
town.
MORE UPCOMING
EVENTS
Sept. 19 - Friends of the
Library Book Sale, 10:00
a.m. - 2:00 p.m., lower level
of Kinmount Public Library.

Sept. 19 - Warren Fountain
Memorial Ball Tournament,
The Tour is sponsored by the St. Patrick‘s Field, 9:00 a.m.
Kinmount & Area Artisans
- 6:00 p.m. Call 488-2211
Guild who also hosts a Christ- for info.
mas Show & Sale Saturday,
Nov. 14, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00
Sept. 20 - 26 - Legion Week
p.m. at Kinmount Community at the Royal Canadian LeCentre. To obtain more infor- gion, Branch 441. Enjoy
mation about the Kinmount & darts, cards, bingo & free
Area Thanksgiving Harvest
lunches.
Homecoming Studio Tour or
the Kinmount & Area ArtiSept. 26 - ATV Poker Run
sans Guild visit kinmountarti- sponsored by Kinmount
sans.ca or call 488-2938.
Community Centre Board of
Management. Call 750-4889954 for details.
GEOCACHING TOUR
It‘s back! The success of the
Geocaching Tour during Heri- Sept. 26 - Bistro Night at
tage Week Events has sparked Harmony Farm. Reservathe return of this event for a
tions required. Call 705-488
fall tour on the Saturday of
-3300
Thanksgiving weekend. A
or visit harmonyfarm.ca.
fee of $20.00 per team inSept. 27 - 150th Commemocludes a BBQ. Contact Anrative Service , 11:00 a.m. at
drew at 488-2291. Sponsored Kinmount United Church
by Kinmount Committee for
Planning & Economic Development.
KINMOUNT LIONS ATV
DRAW
The clock is ticking down on
your chance to win a Bombardier Outlander ATV, 400
H.O., 4 x 4 with trailer. The
draw takes place Monday,
Oct. 12 at 1:00 p.m. at Kinmount Legion parking lot.
There are 17 other great
prizes to be won. Tickets cost
$10.00 and are available at
Page 12

followed by lunch at Kinmount Community Centre.
Sept. 28 - Kinmount Sparks,
Brownies, Guides & Pathfinders begin their new season. Bring materials to
make a scarecrow. Call 4882919 for registration information.
Oct. 3 - Greater Harvey Historical Society Annual Bus
Tour. Tickets $65. Call Jim
Walker at 905-999-1580.
Oct. 3 - Variety Show at
Kinmount Legion, Social
Hour 6:00 p.m. Tickets
$5.00
Oct. 10 - Geocaching Tour.
$25 per team of 2. Call 4882291.
Oct. 10 & 11 - Kinmount &
Area Studio Tour 2009. Call
488-2938 for more info.
ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Kinmount Playschool: Cooperative Playgroup meets
Monday & Wednesday,
10:00 a.m. - noon at Kinmount Community Centre.
Call 488-3044 for more information.
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United Church continued from page 3
Kinmount United Church
once again became a
―Singular Pastoral Charge‖
then able to create a new and
active congregation.
The Kinmount United Church
has had 20 Ministers who
have served the congregations
faithfully and with dignity
over its 150 years . The wonderful bell that tolls every
Sunday to call its members
and friends to Services - was
donated by W.T. Craig, co
owner of Craig, Austin Sawmill in 1910. The manse that
continues to sit beside the
church, now in private ownership, was built for our Ministers in 1898. Renovations to
the church were made in
1944, in 1978 and in 2001,
assisted financially by the
outstanding efforts of the
United Church Women and
members. The Bell manual
pump organ which sits
proudly on the chancel of our
church is played when needed
for services each time we
have a hydro shut-down. This
fine instrument was purchased

in 1923, dedicated in that year
and continues to provide excellent music.
We would be remiss in not
recognizing our long-time
member and church leader,
Mrs. Joy Stange, who has been
a very dedicated church member , leader, historian, church
treasurer, and Sunday School
teacher over the years. Joy continues to attend our church today.
This year, 2009, we commemorate the 150th Sesquicentennial
of the Kinmount United Church
Congregations since 1859. On
Sunday, September 27, we will
come together with former members to conduct our Commemoration Service at 11 am, with our
guest Minister, the Rev. Dr. Dorcas Gordon, Principal of Knox
College, University of Toronto,
providing the message and assisting with the rededication of
the members of our Congregation. The service will be conducted by our Minister, the Rev.
Desmond Howard and the Rev.
Paul Irwin.

Kinmount
For all your grocery needs
Owners
Tom and Sue Lang
Open 7 Days a Week!
Main Street
705-488-2211

B O B ’ S AP P L I AN C E S E RV I C E
Repairs to all Major Brand Names
Refrigerators—Ranges—Dishwashers
Microwaves—Dryers—Freezers
Air Conditioners

Kinmount Fair 2009 in Photos
Top: Riders prepare for
their show; Bottom
from left to right: the
Demo Derby; fans line
up for autographs after
the stage show; people
peruse the Pioneer Display

Bob Brown, Service Technician
New and Used Sales & Part Sales
7 Days a Week
RR#1, Kinmount, ON
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The Kinmount Baptist Church
The Boom of 1874 added many new
residents to the village of Kinmount,
including the Henry Graham family
from Fenelon Falls. The Grahams
were devout Baptists and quickly set
about organizing a Baptist congregation. Rev George Burns became the
first Baptist minister in Kinmount,
utilizing the existing Presbyterian
Church as did the other congregations. When the Baptists lost use of
this first home, they migrated to the
corner of Dickson & Crego Streets
and constructed the building now
used as the Masonic Lodge. The
building was opened in 1888 and sold
in 1919 when dwindling numbers led
to the dissolution of the congregation.
In 1933, Rev M.G. Gillian from Bobcaygeon began to hold services in the
area. Local Baptists took heart from
the response and reconstituted the
Kinmount Baptist congregation. A lot
was purchased from Austin Jackson
on Dickson St and a small church
constructed. It continued to serve a
growing population until the 1990s
when the congregation had outgrown
its church. Fortunately the Kinmount

New Installations or Renovations

School was available after amalgamation and the Baptists purchased
the large structure. It took a lot of
alteration, but the school was converted into a church facility still in
use today.
Baptist ministers who have served in
Kinmount include:
Rev George Burns
Rev John Chandler
Rev C.A. Young
Rev J.C. Pilkey
Rev Joseph Munt
Rev John Yorton
Rev Thomas France
Rev William Walker
Rev Vaughn
Rev McIntyre
Rev Ron Woods
Rev Roy Vanderlip
Rev Fogwell
Rev Dave Barker
Rev Dan Mallard
Rev Dan Sedore and Rev Dave
Sedore

Mansfield Plumbing
Commercial, Residential, Cottages
Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber
Complete systems from in-coming water to
out-going waste!
705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340
16 Highland Gate Blvd.
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0

Kinmount Fair
September 4,5,6,
2009
Kinmount
Fairgrounds

Clockwise from left: the original
Baptist Church circa 1885. This
building is now home to the Masonic Lodge; the current Baptist
Church formerly Kinmount Public
School; the former Baptist Church,
now a private dwelling

A NICE PLACE TO VISIT

HIGHLANDS CINEMAS
4131 COUNTY ROAD 121
KINMOUNT, ON
705 488 2107
WWW.HIGHLANDSCINEMAS.COM
CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN 2009

eSpring Water
Purifier
improves taste, odour, and clarity of
5000 litres of water
portable model available, one
system home & cottage use
Call Fred or Carol Simmons for a
free no obligation demo
705-286-3588

Let our advertisers
know you saw
their ad in the
Kinmount
Gazette!
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Kinmount...Explore Our Heritage, Experience Our Charm!
KINMOUNT 150TH ANNNIVERSARY COMMITTEE

Spot the Shot

Guy Scott, Editor
R.R. #1
Kinmount, Ontario
K0M 2A0

Each week we will feature a photo from
the Kinmount Area. We challenge you to
identify the spot.
Submissions of photos welcome. Please
submit to the editor via email with a detailed description of the spot you have
captured.

Phone: 705-488-3182
E-mail: gdsscott@mail.com

We’re on the Web
www.kinmount.ca

Last week’s Spot the Shot: Bury’s Green
Church

Gazette Committee:

Lynne Kilby, Staff Writer
Jane Austin, Publisher
Yvette Brauer, Advertising/Finance

From the Editor’s Desk
Summer is unofficially
over, even if the summer
weather has finally arrived.
Labour Day in Kinmount
means 2 things: the recovery from Fair Weekend and
the Big Bump or the end of
the summer schedule. One
day its summer, the next…?
And speaking of the Kinmount Fair, preliminary
reports indicate an attendance record was set at the
2009 Fair. It can be argued
a ―traffic jam‖ record was
also set! Huge crowds
thronged the fairgrounds all
3 days, thanks in part to
perfect weather. A past
president of the Fair once
stated: ―There are 2 things
you look for at a successful
Fair: long traffic jams & full
garbage cans‖. Kinmount
Fair had lots of both this
year!

deserved Keith: you make
the community proud!
The Greater Harvey Historical Society still has tickets
left for its annual bus tour.
The tour this year is on Saturday October 4 and ―circles
Lake Simcoe‖ with a steam
train ride from Tottenham
and a stop at the Simcoe
County Museum in Barrie.
Lots of interesting stuff on
the route as well. Tickets are
$65, everything included.
Call Guy at 488-3182.

As summer fades in the rear
view mirror, I want to congratulate the ―flower power
crew‖ who kept the village
flowers so beautiful all summer. They were fantastic and
were much appreciated by
locals & those passing
through alike. I have heard so
many favourable comments
Keith Stata officially
on how beautiful the town
opened the Fair in honour of looked this summer.
his 30th anniversary at the
Highlands Cinema. Well

And speaking of favourable
comments, the new public
washrooms beside the rail
station have been getting
rave reviews as well. A
group of female ATV‘ers
were very impressed the
other day, ending with the
comment: ―What a nice
town‖. Word gets around, we
hope!
GS
Editor’s Note: A correction
from our August 19th edition
about tourism: Salmon Lake
flows into the White Lake
watershed and not the Crystal Lake watershed as was
reported. We regret the error.

Social & Corporate
Catering
Cottage Functions
Specializing in
Hors d’oeuvres
Receptions
Sandi Barkwell
And
Mickie Sanders
Haliburton Highlands
705.447.1104
Cell
705.931.0181
Email
info@delectableanddelicious.com
www.delectableanddelicious.com
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Dudman Construction (1980) Limited
R.R. #2 Burnt River, Ontario K0M 1C0
TEL: 705-488-2377

1-800-859-6771

FAX 705-488-2055

ROAD BUILDING
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
SITE SERVICING
EQUIPMENT RENTAL

Roch Landscaping
Flagstone Cap Roch Top Soil

Main Street, Kinmount

705-488-1148

Kinmount Farmers’ Market
Explore our market!
Every Saturday, 9-2pm
May 16th – October 10th.
Organic veggies, baked goods, honey, beef,
lamb, maple syrup, unique crafts & much

At the Austin Sawmill Park - call 488-2612 for info

Under New Management! Call 488-3030

KINMOUNT HOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST
6 Cluxton Street
Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0
(705)-488-2421 or 1-800-511-0211
www.kinmounthouse.com
healey_patrick@hotmail.com

