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Down On The Farm: An Agricultural History of the Kinmourit

Times have changed. In the of settlement. Lots along the lots free to true settlers once  NEIG
pioneer era, agriculture was Bobcaygeon Road were free they fulfilled the settlement
one of the leading industries grants: free to any settler who duties outlined above. Settle-
in the Kinmount area. On-  resided upon the lot for 5 ment boomed as pioneer farm- THA
tario, indeed all of North years, built a log house & ers claimed every lot in the
America, was considered to cleared 10 acres. After the 5 area worth farming, and a FEnG
be farm country. Most of the year period, they could receivenumber of lots totally unfit for
settlers coming to Kinmount the deed. All other lots were tofarming! Within 30 years,
came to become farmers,  be sold: price 80 cents per acreevery piece of potentially ar- s
carving out new homesteads with 25% down payment, rest able land was part of a farm-
in the wild bush. Some of due in installments. It was stead. Looking back today, it
these farmers were inexperi- hoped the government would is unbelievable some of the
enced arrival fresh from make money from land sales fields these poor souls labori- Kinm
Europe, but most were born & scare off speculators. ously cleared in their rush to
& raised on farms fidown become prosperous farmers.
sout ho. Now t fAhegystenewasa faleee k - Land totally unfit for anything ™E
ing their own homesteads in Many settlers simply squatted but frogs or mountain goats
t he fiback c¢ ou orntheiylots. Others made the was cleared & farmed to some
downpayment & refused to  extent. The hard work these
Agricul tur e waayingalinteats. $pectlators gallant axe men did for land
number 1 industry for many (usually lumbermen) filed totally unfit to be farmed de-
years. Many would argue it bogus claims just to strip the fies logic today.
still is. The settlers moving to pine off the lots before moving What kind of land were they
Canada had one main goal: on. Realizing the policy was clearing? Hardwood forests
acquire some land and_ start not achlevmg the desired re- _contalned the best land. Plner-BiII and Ralph Scott raking
their own farm. The British  sults of putting real settlers on ies or softwood patches were hay on Crystal Lake Road
colonial authorities had all of the land, the Government of usually poor land and swamps '
Ontario carved into 100 or  Canada passed the Homestead
200 acre lots for farms. It Act in 1868 making 100 acre
was (correctly) estimated a A = z
settler needed 200 acres for =
viable farm. Many pioneers
made do with 100 acres; the
smaller acreage being more
easily handled and cheaper t
buy. By the opening of the
Kinmount area, lot size was
standardized at 100 acres.
Somerville Township, sur-
veyed in the 1830s contained
200 acre lots, but the rest of
the area was divided into
long hundreds: ¥ mile wide
x 5/8 mile deep. The entire
area was surveyed in advand
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marshes and low (undrained)
land was avoided at all costs.
Continued on p. 3

tcirca 1925, The
name was Topsy
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Nei ghbours and Friends W'@lkawartha'd
Wat sonds Si di nkKinmoust.dn the eanyh1D0®s, and the Northline Road dis- / CREDIT UNION
tle-stop on the VictoriaRaill- he got APrairicchaRegverrgdo agdndNgl sonbdés Cornerfp.
way approximately haffvay ~ moved to Western Canada. H& his put the community of Main Street Kinmount
between Burnt River & Kin-  packed all his belongings, Wat sonds Sidin directly on] a
mount. The Railway usually i ncl udi ng hi s fistiag mo r®C r asa dC ol k@wartha Credit Union is a
planned for these flag stops ati Har ness Maker o into a set-| fullsericefinancial
regular intervals of miles t | er 6s (r ai | ) Tchaer faamdnlvaenrdt JWRSEpioR vt 1D granches
along the track. A spot on the Somewhere on the level &  Siding was very sandy & in North and
Watson Farm where the Burntlonely Prairie, he set up his  played our quickly. Likewise, | East-Central Ontario from
River, the 11th Line of sign and started over again. the mill was closed for lack of |  Trenton to Parry Sound.

Somerville and the Pinery His sign was the beginning of suitable timber. The Fenelon

Road all met was the selected Coleville, Alberta. Road was shifted to its currenf )

location. There was never any state and lastly the Railway ATM available 24 hours

hamlet, businesses, school or Today we travel to Fenelon was abandoned. Today the 7054889963

church in the area. Farmers Falls via County Road 121. In River is lined with homes &

usually did their business & the 1800s, the route to cottages and the flat acres of

worshipping in Kinmount. Fenelon led down through the old Watson Farm has be- .

Students went to the White Wat sonds Si di rcgme aiesidentidf sulndieil oSaturday nght

School on the Monck Road or Road ran out the Monck Roadsion. But there is still a bit of .

into Kinmount School. But  (#503/45), went down the traffic on the old rail line. Saturday night was

the Watson family did runa  Pinery Road to Burnt River nighto in Kinmount

saw mill next to the railway: and on to Fenelon via Baddow aadisgl of the area made their weekly

access to transportation being -t = trip to town to shop, trade, so- )

the key factor for the lumber§ 3 5 —— I cialize or just fg

business. XX . allo. Travel was 1
e the age before motor cars, often

along the Burnt River in the , family to arrive by wagon or

vicinity, including the Cole r = sleigh. In the winter, sleighs

family. Charles Cole was a ' Bumt River o were used and each sleigh horse

harnesamaker who opened &, = had a string of sleigh bells to

Shop on the Main Street of ] @ announce Its presence Iin the

Thanksgiving

Thanksgiving in Canada is
traditionally held the second
Monday in October. In Can-
ada, thanksgiving is a celebr
tion of the harvest season.
This harkens back to the old
English tradition of
Afagricultural
Church of England always
celebrated such holy days as
Rogation Sunday, Agricul-
ture was central to lifestyles
in medieval England, and
much of the community cele-
brations such as fairs & holi-
days followed the agricultural
calendar. In the USA, the
pilgrims held the first Ameri-
can Thanksgiving in 1622 to

around all over November &
October. In 1957, Parliament
fixed the holiday as the sec-
ond Monday in October.
l ater é
become a winter holiday!

celebrate their survival of one

year in the New World and to
thank the Native Americans
who helped them survive their
ofirst year. The Americans cele- Mu ¢ h
brate their holiday the last
Thursday of November. It actu-
ally kicks off the Christmas
season! s
Tﬁ?e ?irlst YhanEsSi\Xn‘ng Igeld inT
Canada service in Canada wa
held in Newfoundland in 1579
to give thanks for surviving the
long transAtlantic voyage. The,
Loyalists brought American |
traditions and symbols such a
pumpkins, with them, but the =
idea of a harvest festival was “
kept. Originally the Thanksgiv-

a

up from a scythe.
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dark. The Main Street would be
alive with the sound of sleigh
bells on winter Saturday nights!
For the farm folk, it was often
their only time away from the
homestead. The wives did the
shdpping while thes rhetiblk
visited or did their own rounds
of the town businesses. The
stores would stay open until
10:00 pm to accommodate the
influx of shoppers. Electricity
came to Kinmount about 1910,
and greatly aided the evening
business. However, there was
only enough hydro for either the
businesses or homes at any one
time. On Saturday nights, the
power went to the stores, and
town residents were not allowed
to turn on the lights until after

ing holiday in Canada jumped Horsedrawn mower, one stepl0:00 pm!
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Down on the Farm,continued from page 1

One old farmer maintained objective was to built a traveled miles to harvest bea- the farm meant farm labours went
there was no poor soil, just small shanty for a home andrer hay. undone. Prosperous
poor farmers. While he may clear a few acres for crop- The only necessities they  work away, but stayed at home to
have had a point, many pio- ping. Potatoes could be eassould not produce was sugar, improve their operations. Maybe
neer farmers were quickly  ily grown among the stumpsnetal items, farm machinery, that is why so many Kinmount farm-
disappointed with their new as well as such garden vegé luxuries like fancy cloth, ers worked away.

farms and moved on in searchables as cabbage, tomatoetea, glasswares, tin wares etc.

of figreener p &sucumbeessTurnips)] manThelpmneer farmer hoped he Besides cattle & horses, most farm-
1870s, the American Midwestdels & pumpkins were could sell a few items of farm ers kept pigs. Pork was a bigger part
was a popular destination,  grown for winter livestock produce for cash (or barter) toof the diet than beef. It was easier to
especially Michigan, Kansas, feed. Every farm had a tur- acquire these items. Grain, manage, cheaper to produce, could
Minnesota & the Dakotas.  nip pulper. The first crop  cattle or pigs, eggs, milk and be fed on scraps and was easier to
After 1900, the Canadian was wheat or grain. It was forest products were the itemspreserve. The pork could be salted,
Prairies became the Land of sown & harvested by hand that had cash value. The localsmoked, dried or canned. Pigs were
Opportunity for the farmer.  and was carried to the grist lumbermen were always buy- ready for butchering in a few

Land was cheap, it was great mill at Kinmount & turned ing hay, oats and pork or beefmonths and the smaller yield was
farmland and the new Cana- into flour. Any surplus for their shanties. The pioneereasily consumed before it spoiled.
dian Pacific Railway meant wheat had cash value in thefarmer could also earn some Many pioneer farmers kept a few
easy accessi bimbrketplgce if transfiogtatidextra eash@s a teamster, movsheep for their wool. It could be
boxcar d coul d whseavaitaldenh grdB80a rning supplies into the camps. processed osite and turned into
these cars, packed with farm Ontario, wheat was the #1 The lumbermen would also  homespun. But commercial fabrics
machinery, livestock and po- export crop and every hire local workers as shanty- such as cotton were not very expen-
tential farmers, were a com- farmer aspired to grow as men who worked the winter  sive and soon replaced wool. Sheep
mon sight leaving the Kin-  much grain as possible. Catin the camps, returning to the were also vulnerable to predatory
mount Rail Station for West- tle, hogs and chickens werefarm in the spring. Work wolves and they were soon discon-
ern Canada and a new start. added to the inventory as could also be found in the tinued on area farms. Chickens were
Towns such as Kindersley, soon as possible, but they local mills, but working away also popular, both for eggs & meat.

Kinley (Sask) & Coleville required shelter & winter  from the farm created prob- Eggs could easily be sold in town.
(Alb) were founded by mass food. The second building lems as well. Time missed on They were easy to handle and there
migrations of Kinmount farm- on the farm was a log barn. was always a market.

ers. Almost every local family Oxen were the poema n 6 s Continued on page 4
had members who migrated beasts of burden until

Afout West 0 i n emeghcapital was accume-

farmland. For years, Harvest lated for that romantic sym- . .

Excursion trains would carry bol of the prosperous Heritage Homecoming Day

Kinmount farmhands to the farmer, the team of horses!
Prairies where they worked Once livestock were ac- 3 3 :
harvesting grain for their fam-quired, fences were needed. Th_e Annlversary Commltt_ee |nVIIESYO_U'[O
ily & former neighbours. One And the problem of winter Join Us for Our Community Photo Event!
Furnace Falls resident said hdodder had to be solved. Meet at the Railway Station at 11:00 AM
could walk all day on the Tame hay was the best, but
Prairie and never leave farmsyou had to have your fields
owned by former Kinmount  clear of stumps & have ma- We want t o capture Ki

neighbours! chinery to harvest large B~ ; 3
quantities of hay. Many digitally to include a photo in our

How did these pioneer farm- early farmers used natural Anniversary Time Capsule
ers make a living? The pri- beaver hay to feed the live-
mary purpose of every new stock over the winter. It was
settler in the area was to be not as nourishing as tame Say CHEESE!!!

PR LV

self-sufficent. Once they werehay, but more readily avail-
established, the farm family able & easy to harvest. A

planned to raise all their own good beaver meadow was arn
food, and produce most of theadvantage to any farm op-
items they needed. The first eration, and farmers often

Page3
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Down on the Farm,continued from page 3

And speaki ng- odrmsfware tarmedigto fi i neasily handled milk products.
towno, m-dolk fol- t o(sumrser) cattle ranches. TheKinmount had a creamery
lowed the farm way as best good land was kept for hay orwhich made butter. As a re-
they could. Rare was the towngrain crops. Cow/calf opera- sult, many local farmers kept
house that did not have a tions were popular for the  several milk cows and every
vegetable garden. Any photo second generation of farmersother day, the cream wagon/
of backyards in the village They required more fencing, truck would do the rounds,

will also reveal numerous but the arrival of page wire
small sheds, barns and build- and barbedvire fencing
ings. These had a reason: theyolved the fencing issue.
could contain chickens, pigs,

horses and even a milk cow. The growth in livestock num-

Towns folk were not above
practicing a
farmingo in

collecting the milk. Again, a
few dollars earned.

Haying became the main har-
vest operation of the farmer.

bers led to the need for largerTradition called for the start
| barnst Liarge afdurtscok hayyodharglesting hay at the start
t hwere equieed o feed the keradf Joly, but many farmers

of essential items could not bethrough the winter. This led towaited for the 12 of July to

readily purchased in the local the erection of numerous
store. And ifyouwantedto fil ar ged barns
move around, horsepower
was all you had in the pre sive haymows held tons of
motor car age. All these crea- hay under cover, while their
tures required housing & basements provided animal
food; further enhancing the  shelter over the winter. The
farmer s v al u ebigbaths tould alsd stoee
Great Fire of 1942 demol- grain, machinery and what-

cut hay. Most Kinmount
faoners dnly eut loop oé

prosperous farms. Their mas-hay, so they were never in a

hurry to start. Horse drawn
mowers and rakes were a big
step forward from scythes and
handrakes. But all hay had to
be forked manually onto the
wagon and into the hayow

ished the business, Hopkins &ever else needed inside spacentil the arrival of that mar-

Marks ran a feed store on the Where the pioneer farmer
Main Street. stored his hay outside, the

velous invention: the hay
baler! Tractors gradually re-

next generation insisted it be placed the noble horse as the

inside.-
nside th

After many years of hard toll,
the settler had improved his
farm. Any arable land was
cleared, stumped & fenced. The pioneer farmer had also
The local farmer had ad- kept a few milk cows for his
vanced beyond on the subsis-own use. If they could sell
tence stage and was now pro-milk to the townsfolk, a few
ducing products for sale in the extra dollars could be made.
local economy. Kinmount In the early 1900s, cheese
was not a grakgrowing area, factories & creameries (for
but had acquired a reputation butter making) sprang up all
for potatoes & maple syrup. over Ontario. They trans-
Livestock raising, especially formed (surplus) milk into
beef cattle was popular. Cows

kept
upo i

allowed to roam free outside.

Soartetof pewenyvathoegh A t
enanp @dtimers wiatiully r a
clung to their traditions. There
was something about the no-
ble horse that tugged at the

Kozi

Total Foot Care
Sabine Henderson
H.C.A. Certified

e

Call 705-488-2205
For appointment

Wl

The COOKIES ARE BACK!

The Kinmount Sparks, Brow!
les and Guides are selling 1]
Fall Minty Cookies

They will be available at the
Harvest Homecoming
Kinmount Railway Station

farmers hearstrings.

Grain production gradually
decreased as livestock pro-
duction increased. Wheat was
discontinued soon after 1900,
and the grist mill in Kinmount
Continued on page 5

could forage on rough & un-
cleared land, were easy to
handle & actually could
Awal ko to
farmer could raise a crop of
calves, born in the spring and
sold in the fall to traveling
cattle buyers. The cattle could
forage all over the area, and
often abandoned marginal

thoughts for

vVoi ce. | mi

not a day

al ways be. I

Gordon James Corry
In Loving Memory of a Dear Husband, Dad & Papa
mar k gltt. 0 sT hkee d o caan e

looking up above, at that star that sends your love! As
the tears go running. What | would give to hear your

goes
tears have fallen day and night. My love for you will

Love Connie Crego & family

since |y
stilll

year
you are

t he
by

sS's many t

t hat |

§

know weol | m

?Gt

Kinmount Artisans
Marketplace

Celebran

ears in 2009
Q@i Ne&rt aﬁ/ &0 crar@
Ver Ywesidvd 0N 9
Kinmount Community Centre,
On City Rd. 45 W. at 121
IiKmdunt2Ohtétio, Eafadad h
Ovivi. Ilmmdurﬁ'altlsf&rié caO f
Phone (705) 488 -1414

-

agai n.
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Royal Canadian Legon | DOwn on the Farm,continued from page 4 The
John McGrath was closed. Oats became popularSank into the ground, becon Kinmount Committee For
since they were used for livestocking lower and lower with eadh planning and Economic
Branch 441 feed. Where once the grain was Passing decade. And the no Development
) . cradled and threshed by hand,  ble barns, once the pride of
Kinmount, O ntario mowers and threshing machines any successful farmer, are Is a Proud Sponsor of
el soon made the grain harvest less slowly disappearing, victims the
705-488-3462 labour intensive. The threshers ~ 0f age, neglect and Mother Kinmount 150th

We will remember them/ were steam powered and did the Nature. The Great Tornado pf ,
rounds of the area, traveling from 2005 alone demolished 6 | Anniversary Committee
farm to farm. The owner was re- barns. Soon there will be vefy
sponsible for harvesting the grain,few left, and like the rail
the threshing crew just separated fences, the last links of our
the grain from the stocks. It took afarming heritage will be re- Experience our Charm!
threshing machine, a steam en- Moved from the landscape. _
gine, a water tank (for the engine)Ki ndda sad when you think
and a crew in excess of 10 men tobout it.
work this operation. The farm
wife was responsible for feeding
this horde of hard working men,
thus the term 0
crewdo became a
|l arge Abountif

Explore our |Her

- As times changed, the number o
Farm Wisdom farmers in the Kinmount area, a
indeed all over the Ottawtduron
iMake hay whi ITencttdwirelledsdrastically.

shines! o Thanks to huge advances in the
agricultural sciences, the yield pe

AfDondét put t|heacrechCahadidndaint rose dra
the horse. 0 matically. The marginal farms
were no longer needed in the ag
ADondt count| yobbigbusitebsifacnis-Most area
ens before t|heamshverd simply abandoned:
their fields cleared with so much
AiDonodt cl osel| tlabar, rbtarming to datuce from The new mural by Brenda Mulholland graces the south wall
after the hol| smendesheygame.erhedail fence®f the visitors gallery. Note the new window which was do-
nated by Jack and Lori Raymond.
B s ] | Thank you to our McKinnon COMPANY
RENOVATIONS : th’)atéonS e Betty Scott INC. :
:e Tabbed Tape In memory of If you would like to sup- =
ck’stle :  Strip * Arth "y port the Gazette as a pa—E
building centres : _Company rthur Owens tron, dease send your :
:® Eg%ilyearson e In m_emory of donation to Kinmgunt
J. AUSTIN & SONS LIMITED fe HughKylie Archie, Bruce, — Gazette, Advertising & £
‘e Diane Hagagert Joe, Peggy Ann Finance, c/o Yvette :
LUMBER FOR EVERY PURPOSE : 99 Brauer, P.O. Box 17,
: e In memory of and Andy : ' -
KINMOUNT, ONTARIO ! Norm Bowman Kinmount, On KOM 2A0:
. Silver 3 St Cheques should be madé
Office 705.488.2961 1o In memory of e Joyce otrang payable to K.C.P.E.D.
1.877.488.2961 : Joe Bowman e June Sully :

Page 5
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Fences

fiGood fences made good neighbou
when, with lots of livestock, particularly the wandering cow,

fences were vital parts of the farm community. Cedar rails were

the common pioneer fence, but later wire was extensively used.

One comment: the cedar rails outlasted their wire counterparts:
hands down!

KINMOUNT & DlSTRlCT . Events all day at the Railway Statiotl
LIONS CLUB | | finmount trvgst tiomgeomiy

”w s . Saturday, October 10th
€ eve Come to the Pancake Breakfast
D aVi d An d erson 48 8 -2 0 0 5 Sponsored by the Kinmount and Area Business Association

A Sub-Committee of the Kinmount Committee for Planning

Ba rb H i I I 488-23 1 5 and Economic Development

Clockwise from top left: Paige Wire Fence; Workman Rail-
saver; Flat Rail Fence; Snaleail Fence

Page6



Dianne Spring
Broker of Record/Owner

sus: (705) 488-3000 1o
rax: (705) 488-3480

TOLL FREE: (800) 305-3611

dspring@sympatico

Vic Spring

Country Living Realty Inc., Brokerage
Each Otfice Wmadependontly Owned and Operated
4980 Monck Rd. (CTY. RD. 45)
Kinmount, ON KOM 2A0
Office: (705) 488-3000

Office Fax: (705) 488-3480
E-Mail: vspring@sympatico.ca

www.vicspring.ca
1-800-305-3611 = Res: (705) 488-3100

Spot the Shot Recaptured

Last weekO6s sy
swamp on the west side of the _
Bobcaygeon Road at Silver
Lake. Silver Lake drains into
Pigeon Lake via the creek flowy
ing under the Bobcaygeon
Road. For this shot, and all
other Spot the Shots, go to ou
websitewww.kinmount.ca
They are in full colour!

Kinmount Pharmacy

We are committed to your health

Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family
Have your prescriptions filled with us!

To serve you better we are now located at the Medical §entre

We provide Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultafions

Free Medication Review & Delivery
Hours are: Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm
Thurs. 9 am to 8 pm
Fri. 9am to 5 pm

T. 7084881960 F. 7054881959

Wow! Kinmount is 150 Years Old!

Kinmount Pioneer
Soriety

Portraying Kinmount Pioneer Life
at the Heritage Complex
Kinmount Fair

Volunteers Welcome — Call Louise at 488-2159

Wow! Kinmount Pioneer Society is 25 Years Old!

Geocaching is Returning
Harvest Homecoming Weekend (Thanksgiving)
$20.00 Per Team includes BBQ
Contact Andrew at 4882291
Sponsored by the KCPED

Page7

Connell

HOMES..

connellhomes.ca
705-793-9338

New Homes, Cottages,

Additions, Renovations
Insulated Concrete Forms



http://www.kinmount.ca

Anniversary Souvenirs

I f you havendt yet
there is still time. Come to the Railway Station on Saturday,
tober 10th for our Heritage Homecoming Day Festivities.

T-Shirts

Pins

Post Cards

Prints

Complete Collectors Sets of the Gazette

DVDs

Local Books

Magnets

Note Cards

©rcnda MUH'IO”anQ/ w

Visual Artist Mixed Media

Sculptural Acrylic Works, Watercolours,
Architectural Renderings

TEL: (705) 488574

RR#2 Burnt River, Ontario KOM 1C0

Brendads next

~ Victoria County Studio Tour ~
Sat. Sept. 26 & Sun. Sept. 27
Sat. Oct. 03 & Sun. Oct. 04

L. HIGHLAND TRAIL
LODGE

—~ Anni versary So

Oc-

Lodge accommodates 20 people

Cottage accommodates 8 people
Weekly Rentals

705-447-2651  705-488-2687

Mur al s, & mor e é

Ki nrnour*showi ng i s

~ Kinmount Thanksgiving Studio Tour ~ KI NMOUNTO®S UQD BAUEIQBB
Sat. Oct. 10 & Sun. Oct. 11 ONE OF A KIND MENUS
. . . BRUNCH E ERY WEEKEND
| 9 am to 4 pm ~ in KInITIO ntdés GAZEBO

beside the Train Station

Have you heard about the Windows to
the Past Campaign?

Individuals, Families, Businesses and
Organizations have the opportunity to sponsor a
window in the Austin Sawmill

Contact 488 -2635 for more information

Only 7 Windows Remaining of the Original 20

l et this
history slip into the past!

Donbt

opportun

Gourmet Shop - Café
Bakery Restaurant
Gourmet Goodies

Bistro Nights
Eat In or Take Out
Catering - Cooking
Classes

New in 2009! www.harmonyfarm.c

3290 County Road 121
1054883300

Houseware -Giftware -
Clothing rt

Page8
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