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Educating Kinmount : - _
Inside this issue:
Education was a highly home for 15 of these one  trustees spent decades in self-
prized commodity in pioneer room schools. Each school less duty to higher education.
times as well as today. The was assigned a section num-
first order of business in any ber, usually by township al- In pioneer times, large fami-
pioneer community was the though the geography of the lies were the norm, and the NEIGHBOURSND FRIENDS 2
establishment of a school. Kinmount area led to a lot of schools were always full. In
Most of these early institu- Auni on s chool latér yearg teweh chiderledo |
tions of learning were ore  section was managed by a to the closing of many ore
room schools, containing  board of trustees who hired room schools. The advent of
grades 1 to 8. Inthe days the teacher, kept the financeschool buses & better roads, LOCALSTES 7
before school buses, most & were responsible for the made amalgamations com-
students arrived by walking. physical upkeep of the struc-mon. Eventually the fabled

KINMOUNTCONNECTIONS 2

CULTURACORNER 3

The schools were sitedsonad ur e. A f s c h oanéroomsohgold wevea s KINMGUNTKIDSSSORNIER 6
child had to walk more than Splaced on the tax bill of each phased out & the students
miles to school. There must property within the school  concentrated in the main cen- THEHOT STOVE 9

have been qui dedionaA typiealarm is thetwes. The last of the oreom

dayso when waUnion Graegk sshoaghsedttiensschools were closed in the

for a young child was not  paid $5.06 a year school levy1960s and a new central EDITORIAL 11
possible! Thus a prolifera- in 1892! Often work, or school was built in Kinmount

tion of one room schools  goods in kind such as fire-  (1958). In 1992, the popula- | gonie (referring to the coin) Auc-
houses at regular intervals  wood, were accepted from tion of Kinmount school had  tjoneer Doug Pearson in action at

was the norm. the poorer ratepayers. The fallen to the point where a  gpaghetti Supper Fundraiser.
position of school trustee wagarge new central school Thanks to Doug's talents, funds
The Kinmount area was the a volunteer job, and often continued on page 2ere raised, supporters entertained

& community spirit amply demon-
strated! Thanks to Doug & the Le-
gion Auxiliary for a great night!"

The Old School of Kinmount built circa 1905 stood at the jundg
tion of the Monck and Bobcaygeon Roads overlooking the vil
lage.
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Educating Kinmount continued from page 1

called Ridgewood Public SS#6 Dongola (Somerville) public
School was built in CoboconkSS #4 Swamp Lake School building in
and students from the four ~ (Galway) the settle-
finorthernodo sc @g#iwgn @)y i ¢t onertsaut--
# ite Lake (Galway% .

County were all bused there. side town. §

’ USS # 7 Furnace Falls
The Kinmount School was 55 #1 Fortescue (Cavendish) It hosted
sold to the Baptist congrega- ss #3 Iron Mine School church iy
tion, and an era ended in the (Lutterworth) services, ‘ ' /
village of Kinmount. SS # 2 Buller (Lutterworth) concerts, IERVEY e e e >

SS #6 Irondale (Snowdon)

A list of fabled ongoom schools SS # 2 Dutch Line (Snowdon)
in the area: USS # 4 Rock School

USS #1 Silver Lake (Bobcaygeon Road)

USS #2 Union Creek

USS #3 Kinmount village The venerable ornmom
SS #12 White School Crego Lakgchool was often the only
Rd

Neighbours and Friends:Dongola *

Dongola is situated where the Many were recruited
Baseline Road meets the from Ontario & Que-
Monck Road , formerly High- bec and plied their pac
way 503, now County Road dles on the Nile.

45. The Post office was Maybe one of these

g_ranted around 1900, and the voyageurs was preser - _Qpngola J Kawartha Credit Union is a
first postmaster was Thomas in the Kinmount area, x_(f Fo - E— full-service financial
Argue. Previoulsy the settle- or maybe the name we  Norland| é institution with 19 branches in
ment was cal | esdlectadAmonytheenéve Tibet m North and

Seeking a more romantic papers. Regardless, a / '(; East-Central Ontario from
name, Dongola was chosen. settlement in Somer- @ g Trenton to Parry Sound.
Dongola ia actually a town  ville Township drew its ) Rt E

along the Nile River in Af- name from a town on @ ] 'ﬁ _

rica. It was a staging point for the Nile River in C_b kL/ ..... B“”lR_NEf ATM available 24 hours
the British Army duringthe  Egypt. obocon / 7054889963

Sudanese campaigns of 1885

and especially 1898. The Brit- Next Week: Gelert!
ish army was ascending the

Nile River into the Sudan and

meetings and suppers to namehe students and teachers of the
a few events. Despite what  Kinmount School in 1910. Note
would be called today the lack of older boys. Many boys
fiprimitive c one#kbchdol®yagedld to oaowork
a learned scholar got their ~ and did not further their educa-
start in this humble institu- tion.

@

Main Street Kinmount

kawartha

CREDIT UNION

most of its supplies were be
ing shipped by boat. The Eni;-
lish general Wolsley had
spent time in Canada and hg
been in charge during the
Northwest or First Reil Rebe
lion. He was impressed with
the abilities of Canadian vo-
yageurs in handling small
boats and canoes. Wolsley
requested several hundred @
these voyageurs be sent to
help ascending the Nile.
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Kinmount and District Health

Centre

for your support!
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Cultural Corner

The Drowning of Bill Dunbar

“Hin Dupber”
from e nizging of Marm Sellien, CILY “Hill Dunbar™

from the singing Marts Sullivan, CD 2.3

I, Come all you sympathizers, [ pray you will draw: ear,
Ivis of o deownlsg sccldent tha you will sharly bear,
It's nhe drowning of BHl Dunbar, a man you all knew well,
He Lived in a willage called Kinmount where be ran a large hobel.

1. Big Bill he was a noble mén 28 you will underiiand,
Kind hearted and obliging asd & perwerful, ahle man
It made no difference what you'd prefer, be would always treat vou well.
There was nio danger of being insulted in Dunkar®s big hooel,

1 They drove doven 1a anead the races 35 vou will understind,
Retisming hoene 2l from the séme be and Bab Cunnimgham.
The night was dark, they kast their way, which grieves me to relae,
They drowe inge Gannan’s Narows ar che foo of Pigeon Lake.

4. Hoh men were drownied, which is hard o unfold,
bt was s the desd of winer and e woer piescing cold
Big Bill he fouph hard for his life 25 [ have heard them say,
He threw his mins ool oo the los as a wken where he lay.
It s o & Toesday evening thy mel with thedr Facal decm,
And their bodies were nol recovered il Thorsday altemoan.

5, They wers wken home w Kiamouont, lerge crowds did gaiker there.,
The people coms from fir and near when they heard thai sad affair,
Bl leaves the wife and one small child in sorvow, gref. and pain.
Likewise his broters and sispers in somes 1o remadn.

In mediatian they are el which grieves them 1o the heart,
That it should ever come a2 |og, that from them he'd depar.

. Bill Dushar in his younger days was foreman for Moson Bowd,
And many the river be has rode, both sarvow, deep, and wide.
He pever was known 1o seod a man where danger did Lie near,
B he boldly mak the lead himself without either dread or fear.

T. B he'd gone the mad we all muost go, let the tme be shan or long,
S0 [ drop my pen, likewise include this sentimental sang,
Heping to mees (s that bemer land where panings they are few,
Whers we shall remain, cld scogEiniance ro mm,

Hungry Bugs are coming!
Protect yourself with

) <\ D-15 Insect Repellant

4 hour protection against mosquitos,
black flies, deer flies, stable flies, & ticks

Available locally — 286-3588
Sponsored by Fred & Carol ‘Simmons Enterprises’

A NICE PLACE TO VISIT

BIGELANDS INRHAS

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO, o 468 2107
A Located Mor ofth Min Soston HWY 121, st ptKimount TIWBR Wit
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The Story of the Great Flood: 1928

Situated perilously on the Water flooded the Main Kinmount by canoe! (That  Finally the pressure was too
banks of the Burnt River, the Street and other Iolying took skill') Somehow they ~ much on the Kinmount dam
village of Kinmount has al-  points like the rail station.  floated over Furnace Falls and it broke. Another casu-
ways been prime territory for Enterprising Kinmountians without noticing! A railway  alty was the old grist mill,
spring flooding. Strangely, thedemonstrated their lumber- car filled with 50 pound bags located on the east side of the
village has only floodedon2 j ack s ki | | s boysalfinasopharked lgebind thedaree & used for the power
occasions in its 150 year his- right into the stores! One  Hopkins & Marks store. plant. Tons of debris & ram-
tory. In 1876 water inundatedr e si dent c al nWhen the floodleaded, &lithapaging water were sent cas-
the Main Street. But by far thdog into Hopkins & Marks  remained was a pile of wet cading down the Burnt River.
most newsworthy flood oc- store, made his purchase anshcks. That was the only day Kinmount residents were only
curred on Easter weekend, pol ed hi s | o ginhistorgnehen the Burrd t 6tso happy to share their re-

1928. how true lumberjacks River was salt water! sources with the communities
shopped! downstream. The Great Flood
A quick thaw aided by heavy was over!

rains released the spring floodVater flooded the railway
all at once, but it was the log station, climbing to the bot- | ¢
drive that was the main cul- tom of the firebox on the bic M
prit. Each winter, countless waiting room stove. The
logs were piled beside the  trains kept coming into towr i
Burnt River & its tributaries  with the passengers climbin §
in anticipation of the spring  from the carriages into wait-
freshet. The sudden runoff  ing boats to be ferried to hic
floated these logs prema-  ground. The IB&O railway
turely. The logs were swept line was not so fortunate: th |
downstream until they found rails literally floated from

a barrier, in this case the Kin-their bed closing the line.
mount dam. The logs simply Debris of all sorts blocked
piled up against the dam and the tracks.

fortified by debris of all sorts

(including several farmers ~ Wilf Hancock ferried the
haystacks!), raised the level oftranded Anglican minister
the dam by several feet. back to

MINDEN
Commemorative
Coin
now available

$10 each

$50 option gives two sided historical photo plaque
call Minden Hills Museum 286-3154
to reserve yours today

BIRTHDAY WISHES TO KINMOUNT

Highland Trail Lodge
Or
OF HALIB = Highland Cottage
e | rommewr |
wesky Rentals, Privale, Seaceful, Rusic, Beautay

Lodge 105R, haids U 10 20 paopie
Catlage Next Daor, 4BR, holds up 1o & paopie

Lake Salemo, near Irondale

T05.485 2687
or 705,447 2651
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Legends of the Kinmount Shoe Trees

Kinmount is famous for its magical, whimsical and jolly ~ shoes. The girls had fun us- pelled to contribute. Perhaps

Shoe Trees. They have creation. Since brownies are ing their imaginations to we will never know the sole
sprouted fromtimetotimeat based on f ma g inakelup dtories abbuethep ergason.

different locations aroundthe pl e 0, our vi s iownesefsame dfthé shoes i e i n

village. The first Shoe Tree  with that theme. This man already on the tree. Answers seem shrouded in
sprouted on Highway 503 eastmade peculiar oddity, located mystery, lost in oblivion...but
of town, towards Furnace on the property of Susan Dier, We decided the Shoe Tree e concluded that clearly;
Falls. Climate change de- one of our guiders, brought  was a unique tourist attractionshoe Trees symbolize em-
stroyed these shoe trees, but forth many smiles. Already that saved eveshrinking bodiment of immense human

they reappeared on the Monckin existence when Susan pur- landfills but we had many spirit; people leading, follow-
Road just west of the village. chased the property, our unit questions about the origin of ing, creating, bonding, soles
The original shoe tree was decided to join in on the fun, Shoe Trees. When did they intertwined.

planted by Bill Boland, who  adding to the lustre of the begin? Where did the idea

carried the seeds from his home for castaway soles, for sprout? Who dreamt up the Heralding the sublime mem-

home in Wallaceburg in we were visiting a flourishing, roots of this traditioR We ory of leaving our mark in
Southwestern Ontario. The  forever in bloom Shoe Tree. wondered how that first pair time, we dared to become part
legend of the Shoe Tree is a of shoes triggered a shoe  of enchanting folklore...After
native Canadian story Found across Canada and  tossing cascade. Stumped, Wi, who knows what miracles

shrouded in the mists of time. worldwide, shoes of old cast queried why people are com- may happen?
To the natives, attaching a high to the sky to catch on a
pair of moccasins or shoes to limb. The best way to find
these trees brought good luck.one is by luck, chance, or
Different people attach differ- word of mouth. A curious
ent styles of shoes as can be roadside attraction, many cap-
seen by the variety of foot-  ture its image against silhou-
wear on the trees. Not all etted skies.
items of footwear make in on
the tree, some landing on The girls of our unit each
fence posts, hydro lines and brought along some old shoes
nearby trees. to fling on the tree. Before
our visit, | researched Shoe
Continuing the Tradition ~ Tress on the internet and
found there are as many leg-
The girls of the $Kinmount  ends lurking behind the ritual
Unit had an unusual outing  as there are Shoe Trees.
last spring when we went for However, we chose to make The Shoe Trees on County
a walk to visit a mystical, wishes when hanging our Road 45

Happy 150" Birthday Kinmount

Minden Hills Museum invites you to drop by.
See the newest Cultural Centre postage stamps
available in sheets of 20 and 40 stamps Kinmount Artisans

LIMITED SUPPLY Marketplace

Use as regular postage or keep as collector item.
Celebrating 10 years in 2009
Corner of Bobcaygeon Rd and Parkside Cres Local Fine Art and Handcrafts
(the arena road) in Minden Lower Level
Kinmount Community Centre,
On City Rd. 45 W. at 121
Kinmount, Ontario, Canada
www.kinmountartisans.ca




