
sisted of Norm Graham on 

fiddle, Jerry Silver & Elaine 

Strauss on guitar & Bert 

Bowron on banjo. Albert 

Crego was the square dance 

caller. The doors were never 

locked and any member was 

welcome to use the hall as 

they wished. Women were 

only allowed in if accompa-

nied by a member and only 

on Saturdays!  

Much has changed over the 

years, but the RCL Brach 

#441 Kinmount has still 

maintained its community 

spirit. Benevolent would be a 

good term to describe the 

efforts of this community 

service organization. Hardly 

a group or event happens in 

Kinmount without the sup-

port of the Legion. As the last 

veterans fade from the scene, 

a new generation must 

emerge to ñcarry the Torchò. 

Where would Kinmount be 

With such an impressive re-

cord of military enlistment in 

both wars, Kinmount was a 

prime location for the forma-

tion of a branch of the Royal 

Canadian Legion. Charlie 

Cummings organized a meet-

ing in 1946 and the following 

charter members were signed 

on: RW Austin, A. Austin, 

W. Austin, Charlie Cum-

mings, Mike Cummings, 

A.R. Douglas, W. Gilleland, 

Norman Gilmore, J. Mans-

field, Reg McGrath, E.R. 

McGrath, Rev Sigston, Dr. 

M. Ranney, J.E.  Taylor, 

Percy Welstood, R Currah, 

B.E. Young, Bill Mark & Les 

Emmerson. The Royal Cana-

dian Legion Brach #441 was 

officially chartered on No-

venmber 15, 1946. It was 

christened the ñJohn 

McGrath Branchò after first 

Kinmount lad to fall in WW 

II. 

A site was next on the wish 

list. The ñoldò school house 

stood on the current site and 

the residence was purchased 

for $600 and remodeled by 

the members. The site had to 

be in Galway Township for 

Somerville Township was 

still ñdryò meaning no alco-

hol could be served. This 

situation persists to this day! 

Many Kinmount residents 

were concerned that the le-

gion lounge was located 

across the street from the 

school. A petition was circu-

lated protesting the liquor 

licence, but a compromise 

was reached whereby the 

lounge only opened at 4:30 

pm, after school was over!  

The building was heated by a 

wood furnace and the fires 

were kept going all night 

thanks to volunteers who 

fired the stove in shifts! 

Branch #441 soon outgrew its 

antiquated building and it 

was obvious a larger structure 

was needed.  The new Legion 

was a big task for so small a 

group, but persistence and 

spirit were never in short 

supply. A mortgage was 

taken out and the 2 local lum-

ber companies (Austins & 

Phillips) supplied materials 

on a ñpay when you canò 

basis. The present Legion 

Hall was completed by 1957 

and by 1965 the mortgage 

was burned.  

In the early days, a dance was 

held every Saturday night. 

The orchestra usually con-
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without the Royal Canadian 

Legion, Branch 441? 

 

 

 

 



Neighbours and Friends: Union Creek 

serve the burgeoning popula-

tion of the area. An inn or 

hotel was also operating just 

south of the creek to house the 

weary wayfarers on the Bob-

caygeon Road. Many 

northbound settlers walked 

their way north, and inns dot-

ted the Road every 5 miles or 

so. Keepers of the Union 

Creek Temperance House 

included the famous Bill Dun-

bar. Union Creek did not re-

ceive a Post Office until later 

(1908), but it was located at 

the corner of the Crystal Lake 

Road & Bobcaygeon Road. 

The School was next door, 

both on the Galway side of the 

Road. The school was the last 

As settlement spilled up the 

Bobcaygeon Road, a number 

of communities appeared at 

regular intervals along this 

main artery. At the spot where 

the Bobcaygeon Road crossed 

the Union Creek, the hamlet 

of Union Creek was born. 

There is considerable specula-

tion over where the term 

ñUnionò came from. It could 

be referenced to the American 

Civil War between the Union 

and Confederate sides. Or it 

could be a salute to the union 

of the British North American 

colonies into the Dominion of 

Canada. I prefer the latter 

theory! Regardless, by 1865 a 

school house was erected to 
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Main Street Kinmount  
 

Kawartha Credit Union is a full-service financial  
institution with 19 branches in North and 

East-Central Ontario from Trenton to Parry Sound. 
 
 

ATM available 24 hours  

Galway school to close, 

abandoned in 1965. 

 

Union Creek never had a 

business section. There 

was a ñmain streetò, the 

Bobcaygeon Road, but 

no stores or blacksmith 

shops. The residents took 

their business to Kin-

mount village, just up the 

Road. Eventually the 

Inn, the post office and 

then the school were all 

closed. Union Creek still 

lives on the road maps 

and in the local lore! 
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Heritage Designation to Local Landmark 

On Saturday June 14, Heri-

tage Victoria unveiled a 

plague designating the Gil-

mour House as a Heritage 

site. The house, constructed in 

1896, is located at 4983 

Monck Road on County Road 

#45 (old Highway #503). The 

house was constructed in   

style and is preserved in its 

original form. It is currently 

being restored by the Stange 

Family. For over 113 years, 

the Gilmour House has 

perched on its hill overlook-

ing the village. It is gratifying 

to have Heritage Victoria 

honour a Kinmount landmark. 

Joy Stange and family stand for pic-

tures following the ceremony 



CHECK IT OUT ! 

Moonlight 

Mania 

5-10 PM 

July 25th 

Mainstreet 

Looking for 

vendors call 

Julie at 

488-2961 

 

 

Cultural Corner  

Canada Day is as good an 

excuse as any for flying the 

flag. There is an unofficial 

protocol for flying the flag 

adopted by Heritage Canada. 

However, you cannot go to 

jail for improper use of the 

Canadian Flag Protocol, it is 

just considered bad etiquette. 

The Canadian Flag should 

never be flown where it is 

subordinate to any other flag. 

This means the Maple Leaf 

should be at the same height, 

or higher, than any other 

flags. Exceptions are the 

Queenôs Standard or flags of 

the Governor General or 

Lieutenant-Governors of the 

provinces. The Canadian Flag 

should always be in the centre 

(position of honour) when 

there are more than 3 flags on 

poles.  

 

Any flag can be flown at half-

mast as a symbol of mourn-

ing, usually the death of a 

prominent person or a mem-

ber of the organization who 

has the flagpole. Tattered, 

faded or otherwise 

ñunworthyò flags should be 

removed and burned. It is 

considered bad form to sim-

ply throw old flags in the gar-

bage.  

 

 

Canadian Flag Protocol 
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A NICE PLACE TO VISIT 

HIGHLANDS CINEMAS 
4131 COUNTY ROAD 121 

KINMOUNT, ON  705 488 2107  

WWW.HIGHLANDSCINEMAS.COM 

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN 2009 

New Installations or Renovations 

Mansfield Plumbing  
Commercial, Residential, Cottages 

Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber  
Complete systems from in-coming water to 

 out-going waste! 
705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340 

16 Highland Gate Blvd. 
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0 

June 25,26, 27, 28, 2009 

Kinmount Fairgrounds 

Kinmount Kountry 
Jamboree  
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Flag 

The Ontario Flag at left.  Check out the 

similarities between this and the Red En-

sign above. 


