
sisted of Norm Graham on 

fiddle, Jerry Silver & Elaine 

Strauss on guitar & Bert 

Bowron on banjo. Albert 

Crego was the square dance 

caller. The doors were never 

locked and any member was 

welcome to use the hall as 

they wished. Women were 

only allowed in if accompa-

nied by a member and only 

on Saturdays!  

Much has changed over the 

years, but the RCL Brach 

#441 Kinmount has still 

maintained its community 

spirit. Benevolent would be a 

good term to describe the 

efforts of this community 

service organization. Hardly 

a group or event happens in 

Kinmount without the sup-

port of the Legion. As the last 

veterans fade from the scene, 

a new generation must 

emerge to ñcarry the Torchò. 

Where would Kinmount be 

With such an impressive re-

cord of military enlistment in 

both wars, Kinmount was a 

prime location for the forma-

tion of a branch of the Royal 

Canadian Legion. Charlie 

Cummings organized a meet-

ing in 1946 and the following 

charter members were signed 

on: RW Austin, A. Austin, 

W. Austin, Charlie Cum-

mings, Mike Cummings, 

A.R. Douglas, W. Gilleland, 

Norman Gilmore, J. Mans-

field, Reg McGrath, E.R. 

McGrath, Rev Sigston, Dr. 

M. Ranney, J.E.  Taylor, 

Percy Welstood, R Currah, 

B.E. Young, Bill Mark & Les 

Emmerson. The Royal Cana-

dian Legion Brach #441 was 

officially chartered on No-

venmber 15, 1946. It was 

christened the ñJohn 

McGrath Branchò after first 

Kinmount lad to fall in WW 

II. 

A site was next on the wish 

list. The ñoldò school house 

stood on the current site and 

the residence was purchased 

for $600 and remodeled by 

the members. The site had to 

be in Galway Township for 

Somerville Township was 

still ñdryò meaning no alco-

hol could be served. This 

situation persists to this day! 

Many Kinmount residents 

were concerned that the le-

gion lounge was located 

across the street from the 

school. A petition was circu-

lated protesting the liquor 

licence, but a compromise 

was reached whereby the 

lounge only opened at 4:30 

pm, after school was over!  

The building was heated by a 

wood furnace and the fires 

were kept going all night 

thanks to volunteers who 

fired the stove in shifts! 

Branch #441 soon outgrew its 

antiquated building and it 

was obvious a larger structure 

was needed.  The new Legion 

was a big task for so small a 

group, but persistence and 

spirit were never in short 

supply. A mortgage was 

taken out and the 2 local lum-

ber companies (Austins & 

Phillips) supplied materials 

on a ñpay when you canò 

basis. The present Legion 

Hall was completed by 1957 

and by 1965 the mortgage 

was burned.  

In the early days, a dance was 

held every Saturday night. 

The orchestra usually con-

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 441 
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without the Royal Canadian 

Legion, Branch 441? 

 

 

 

 



Neighbours and Friends: Union Creek 

serve the burgeoning popula-

tion of the area. An inn or 

hotel was also operating just 

south of the creek to house the 

weary wayfarers on the Bob-

caygeon Road. Many 

northbound settlers walked 

their way north, and inns dot-

ted the Road every 5 miles or 

so. Keepers of the Union 

Creek Temperance House 

included the famous Bill Dun-

bar. Union Creek did not re-

ceive a Post Office until later 

(1908), but it was located at 

the corner of the Crystal Lake 

Road & Bobcaygeon Road. 

The School was next door, 

both on the Galway side of the 

Road. The school was the last 

As settlement spilled up the 

Bobcaygeon Road, a number 

of communities appeared at 

regular intervals along this 

main artery. At the spot where 

the Bobcaygeon Road crossed 

the Union Creek, the hamlet 

of Union Creek was born. 

There is considerable specula-

tion over where the term 

ñUnionò came from. It could 

be referenced to the American 

Civil War between the Union 

and Confederate sides. Or it 

could be a salute to the union 

of the British North American 

colonies into the Dominion of 

Canada. I prefer the latter 

theory! Regardless, by 1865 a 

school house was erected to 
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Main Street Kinmount  
 

Kawartha Credit Union is a full-service financial  
institution with 19 branches in North and 

East-Central Ontario from Trenton to Parry Sound. 
 
 

ATM available 24 hours  

Galway school to close, 

abandoned in 1965. 

 

Union Creek never had a 

business section. There 

was a ñmain streetò, the 

Bobcaygeon Road, but 

no stores or blacksmith 

shops. The residents took 

their business to Kin-

mount village, just up the 

Road. Eventually the 

Inn, the post office and 

then the school were all 

closed. Union Creek still 

lives on the road maps 

and in the local lore! 

Kinmount Gazette 

 

Heritage Designation to Local Landmark 

On Saturday June 14, Heri-

tage Victoria unveiled a 

plague designating the Gil-

mour House as a Heritage 

site. The house, constructed in 

1896, is located at 4983 

Monck Road on County Road 

#45 (old Highway #503). The 

house was constructed in   

style and is preserved in its 

original form. It is currently 

being restored by the Stange 

Family. For over 113 years, 

the Gilmour House has 

perched on its hill overlook-

ing the village. It is gratifying 

to have Heritage Victoria 

honour a Kinmount landmark. 

Joy Stange and family stand for pic-

tures following the ceremony 



CHECK IT OUT ! 

Moonlight 

Mania 

5-10 PM 

July 25th 

Mainstreet 

Looking for 

vendors call 

Julie at 

488-2961 

 

 

Cultural Corner  

Canada Day is as good an 

excuse as any for flying the 

flag. There is an unofficial 

protocol for flying the flag 

adopted by Heritage Canada. 

However, you cannot go to 

jail for improper use of the 

Canadian Flag Protocol, it is 

just considered bad etiquette. 

The Canadian Flag should 

never be flown where it is 

subordinate to any other flag. 

This means the Maple Leaf 

should be at the same height, 

or higher, than any other 

flags. Exceptions are the 

Queenôs Standard or flags of 

the Governor General or 

Lieutenant-Governors of the 

provinces. The Canadian Flag 

should always be in the centre 

(position of honour) when 

there are more than 3 flags on 

poles.  

 

Any flag can be flown at half-

mast as a symbol of mourn-

ing, usually the death of a 

prominent person or a mem-

ber of the organization who 

has the flagpole. Tattered, 

faded or otherwise 

ñunworthyò flags should be 

removed and burned. It is 

considered bad form to sim-

ply throw old flags in the gar-

bage.  

 

 

Canadian Flag Protocol 
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A NICE PLACE TO VISIT 

HIGHLANDS CINEMAS 
4131 COUNTY ROAD 121 

KINMOUNT, ON  705 488 2107  

WWW.HIGHLANDSCINEMAS.COM 

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN 2009 

New Installations or Renovations 

Mansfield Plumbing  

Commercial, Residential, Cottages 

Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber  
Complete systems from in-coming water to 

 out-going waste! 
705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340 

16 Highland Gate Blvd. 
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0 

June 25,26, 27, 28, 2009 

Kinmount Fairgrounds 

Kinmount Kountry 

Jamboree  

 

Flags from top to bottom:  the Queenôs Pennant of Canada; Governor 

Generalôs Pennant; the Union Jack; the Red Ensign; the Canadian 

Flag 

The Ontario Flag at left.  Check out the 

similarities between this and the Red En-

sign above. 



A History of Canadian Flags 

& the Great Flag Debate 

Upon Confederation in 1867, 

the official flag of Canada 

was the British Union Jack.  

In 1921, Canada adopted a 

Canadian version of the Red 

Ensign. The Red Ensign was 

the flag of the British Navy. It 

featured a Union Jack in the 

upper left quadrant and left 

the rest of the red background 

to be decorated by any coat of 

arms or symbol. The Cana-

dian Coat of Arms was used. 

In 1964, the Government of 

the day decided Canada 

needed its own flag. A contest 

was held that led to many 

ñinterestingò submissions. 

The contest attracted 3,541 

entries including: 

2,136 containing maple leafs 

408 containing union Jacks 

389 containing beavers 

359 containing fleurs-de-lys 

Prime Minister Lester Pearson 

favoured the so-called Pear-

son Pennant. Ex-Prime Minis-

ter John Diefenbaker wanted 

the Red Ensign to remain. 

The Great Flag Debate was 

quite spirited across the coun-

try. Eventually the choice 

came down to the Pearson 

Pennant, a Group C flag and 

the Stanley Maple Leaf 

(slipped in at the last mo-

ment!). The Stanley Maple 

Leaf was adopted and was 

first raised over Parliament 

Hill on February 15, 1965. 

Diefenbaker was observed 

crying.  

Many groups opposed the 

new flag originally includ-

ing the Royal Canadian Le-

gion, traditionalists and Ma-

jor Bill Mark of Kinmount. 

The ñMajorò who earned his 

rank participating in both 

World Wars refused to fly 

the new flag from his pole 

on Bend Street. Every morn-

ing he raised the Red Ensign 

and took it down every 

night. His rationale was 

clear: no Canadians had ever 

fought or died under the new 

ñragò. Many others across 

Canada felt the same way 

for a long time! While a lot 

of water has passed down 

the Burnt River since those 

days, there are still a few 

ñhold-outsò who honour the 

 The History of the Canadian Flag 
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    Lodge accommodates 20 people  
    Cottage accommodates 8 people  

               Weekly Rentals  

705-447-2651      705-488-2687 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION  

http://home.roadrunner.com/~edwaller 

HIGHLAND TRAIL 

LODGE  

For Rent 

past. There are still 2 Red 

Ensigns flying in Kinmount 

today. See if you can find 

them! 

There was even more fallout 

from the Great Flag Debate 

among the provinces. Both 

Ontario (official motto: 

ñLoyal She Remainsò!) & 

Manitoba adopted their ver-

sions of the Red Ensign. 

Newfoundland continued to 

use the Union Jack, and 

British Columbia used a 

stylized version. In fact, you 

have to look closely to tell 

the Red Ensign from the 

Ontario Flag. 

Today, it is hard to imagine 

the rancor of the Great Flag 

Debate. The (Stanley) Maple 

Leaf has been accepted by 

everyone as Canadaôs flag. 

It has become an interna-

tional symbol and is proudly 

worn by Canadians every-

where in the world.  

 

Above:  the final three choices; below: 

the Flag Committee surrounded by 

some of the entries. 



The story begins in 1921 with 

the foundation of the British 

Empire Service League for all 

veterans of the British Em-

pire, including Canada. In 

1925, the Canadian Legion of 

the BESL was formed to rep-

resent Canadian veterans of 

World War I. The word 

ñlegionò meant a large group 

of soldiers as in a Roman Le-

gion. The Canadian Legionôs 

goal was to advise govern-

ment on veteranôs affairs and 

lobby for benefits for war 

veterans and their families.  

World War II raised the level 

of activity of the Legion. Af-

ter the war, thousands of new 

veterans swelled the ranks of 

the Canadian Legion (no 

ñRoyalò yet!), and the Le-

gionôs role in veteranôs affairs 

Last weekôs shot was the trestle at 

Howland Junction. The trestle 

spans the chasm of Kendrickôs 

Creek, just as it empties into the 

Burnt River and is still in use to-

day as part of the Rail Trail. Just 

across the river, a similar trestle 

used to carry the IB&O Railway 

over the Burnt River. It is nothing 

more than an abutment today. And 

ironically, the Victoria Railway 

line is a wonderful public trail 

today, while the IB&O is aban-

doned, destroyed and almost for-

gotten. Is there a lesson here? 
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Kinmount Artisans  

 Marketplace  

 
Celebrating 10 years in 2009  

Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre,  

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

JOIN US! 

 

On August 2nd come 

ñtrestleò with us during 

Author and Geneology Day 

at the Rail Station.  Tours 

will leave the station at 

l0:30, 1:30, and 3:30 in 

either direction. 

 

For one day this year the 

ñtrainò will run in Kinmount. 

was greatly enhanced. The 

Canadian Legion became 

more actively involved in 

local, community affairs as 

branches sprang up all over 

Canada. The Legion became 

particularly prominent in the 

small towns and villages, of-

ten serving as community 

service organizations. 

In 1960, Queen Elizabeth II 

(herself a veteran), consented 

to allowing the term ñRoyalò 

to be added to the title and the 

Royal Canadian Legion re-

ceived its present title. Space 

does not allow the writer to 

list the contributions of the 

Royal Canadian Legion to 

their communities. Diversify-

ing far beyond its original 

goal of veteransô services, the 

RCL serves its communities 

in a variety of ways: from 

sponsorships of sports teams 

to seniors programs and eve-

rything in between. Legion 

halls stand as landmarks in 

many communities all over 

Canada. Today, there are 

1,500 RCL branches with 

370,000 members across Can-

ada.  

The RCL is best known today 

for its Poppy Drive, Remem-

brance Day Ceremonies, 

cenotaph memorials, Two 

Minute Wave of Silence, 

Tomb of the Unknown Sol-

dier and dedicating 2005 as 

the International Year of the 

Veteran.  

 

 

 

The Royal Canadian Legion 

C@UDôR OQNODQSX L@HMSDM@MBD 

(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE) 

Complete lawn care 

Tree and shrub pruning 

Spring and fall cleanups 

Poison ivy control 

Painting 
 

Call DAVE LOUGHEED  
705-488-3177 (home)         705-344-3177 (cell) 

òKozie Toesó 

 

Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 

The trestle circa 1890(above) and today (at left) 



Thank you to our  

Patrons 

 
Tabbed Tape Strip 
 Company 
The  Pearson Family 

Hugh Kylie 
Diane Haggert 
In memory of Norm Silver 
In memory of Joe Bowman 
Isabelle McKinnon 

Betty Scott 
 

If you would like to support the Gazette as 

a patron, please send your donation to 

Kinmount Gazette, Advertising & Fi-

nance, c/o Yvette Brauer, P.O. Box 17, 

Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0.  Cheques 

should be made payable to K.C.P.E.D.  

Kinmount Agricultural Society Receives Award 
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Get your anniversary postcards at the  

Artisans Market  

$2.00 Each  

Other Anniversary  

Souvenirs Available at the Tourist  

 Information Centre  

Anniversary T -shirts  

$15.00  

J. AUSTIN & SONS LIMITED  
LUMBER FOR EVERY PURPOSE 

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO  
 

Office 705.488.2961  
1.877.488.2961  

Fax 705.488.3279  

 

The Kinmount Fair was honoured to be presented with Worlds Finest Shows Green Award at the 

recent fairs convention in Toronto. The award is given by the WFS Midway (formerly Conklin 

Shows) to the Fair that makes the greatest effort at green or environment efforts. WFS Midways play 

at over 100 fairs in Ontario each year. Despite having the most beautiful fairgrounds in Ontario, the 

Kinmount Fair was particularly praised for its recycling efforts. President Dale Smith (pictured with 

the award) and his dedicated staff went to great lengths to make the recycling program a success. The 

Board of Directors were proud to learn the fair recycled nearly 100 cu yards of recyclable cans & 

bottles and 2.5 tons of cardboard! These figures were more than twice the 2006 totals! And we are 

not finished yet! With the help of the fairgoers, we can do even better! As the slogan goes: ñWe do 

our share!ò.  

 

CHATTY KELLYôS 
ULTIMATE ROADSIDE  

DINER 

FRESH CUT FRIES 

 
Burgers, Dogs, Fish, Chicken 

 

OPEN WEEKENDS MAY, JUNE, SEPT.,OCT. 

 

7 DAYS A WEEK JULY 1ST UNTIL LABOUR DAY 

 

500 Metres south of the Bridge in Kinmount on  121 



World War I was a ñpatrioticò 

war. Canadians rushed to 

enlist to support ñMother 

Englandò. Most Canadians 

had no idea of the causes 

fought for, reasons for war or 

other such ñstuffò. The Gov-

ernment of Canada and the 

Empire called & they re-

sponded. 

The first Canadian contingent 

was mostly existing militia 

units simply shipped overseas 

after a brief organizing camp 

in Val Cartier Quebec. This 

was followed by waves of 

volunteers who rushed to join 

the colours in 1914 & 1915. 

At the time, nobody could 

have predicted the enormous 

death toll of the war or even 

its length. Many believed the 

war would be over by Christ-

mas (1914, not 1918!) and 

hurried to join the great ad-

venture before it was too late. 

There was no rush! 

By 1915, casualties mounted 

in France, recruitment de-

clined and the Canadian 

Overseas Army was facing its 

first serious manpower short-

age. A new recruitment 

scheme called the ñBuddies 

and Chumsò regiments was 

introduced by the Canadian 

Government. This scheme 

used ñlocal organizationsò as 

recruiters under the assump-

tion more men would sign up 

if they were pressured by peo-

ple within their own commu-

nity. Various organizations 

such as Firefighters, Police, 

Churches, Unions, Sports 

Groups and especially com-

munities were challenged to 

raise a battalion (about 1,000 

men) from their groups. It 

became a matter of civic pride 

these groups fulfilled their 

duty to Canada & the Empire 

and recruited the battalion.  

Now the Minister of Defence 

for Canada was none other the 

irrepressible Mp from Victo-

ria-Haliburton: Sir Sam 

Hughes. A veteran of the 

Boer War and a colourful 

character, Sir Sam 

had a lot of faults. But one of 

his strengths was recruiting. 

He could deliver a ñstump 

speechò that was truly inspir-

ing. Sir Sam challenged his 

riding to raise a ñBuddy & 

Chums Battalionò and thus 

was born the 109th Battalion. 

It was to be called the 109th 

Overseas Battalion-Victoria 

and Haliburton, but was 

dubbed ñSir Samôs Ownò by 

many. 

Victoria & Haliburton Coun-

ties were largely rural, but 

numerous small towns. To 

further aid the recruiting proc-

ess, each village was assigned 

the task of recruiting a pla-

toon of 36 men. All the small 

towns, Haliburton, Minden, 

Gooderham, Norland, Cobo-

conk and Kinmount began 

their recruiting drive. It be-

came a matter of civic pride 

that your village fulfilled your 

quota and filled the ranks. It 

was embarrassing if you 

failed! The pressure must 

The Legends of the  109th Battalion 
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have been enormous on local 

lads of military age! And if 

you needed ñhelpò, Sir Sam 

was always there for that big 

speech! 

The Kinmount Platoon of the 

109th was in training by early 

1916. The Forrestersô Hall 

was the local barracks; with 

the soldiers bunked upstairs 

and a rifle range in the base-

ment. There is something 

about a man in uniform that 

turns the young ladiesô heads 

and no doubt the local heroes 

parades about town to catch 

attention! Kinmount residents 

were button-burtsing proud of 

their local heroes and the 

Lindsay Post Kinmount corre-

spondent recorded numerous 

house parties in honour of the 

local lads.  It all seemed so 

happy & patriotic in those 

spring 1916 days. Few real-

ized the horrors that awaited 

the Kinmout lads in the Flan-

ders mud. 

 Camp Borden for further 

training and then shipped out 

overseas in late 1916. Ironi-

cally, the 109th never fought 

as a unit! In France, it was 

broken up and its men dis-

persed to other battalions to 

replace casualties. Most of the 

109th was assigned to the 21st 

Eastern Ontario Battalion. 

This unit was a militia unit 

which had been at the front 

for some time and conse-

quently had suffered enor-

mous casualties. It was said 

there were more 109th boys in 

the 21st than there were origi-

nal soldiers. The Kinmount 

recruits arrived at the front 

just in time for the big battle 

of Vimy Ridge.  Many of the 

names of local lads on the 

cenotaph were killed at this 

famous battle.  

Kinmount Committee For Planning 

and Economic Development  

Is a Proud Sponsor of the  

Kinmount 150th  

 Anniversary Committee  

 

Explore our Heritage...Experience our Charm! 

 

Royal Canadian Legion  

John McGrath  

Branch 441  

Kinmount, Ontario  

705-488-3462 

We will remember them. 
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