
ture, sound, and sight lines to 

make your movie going ex-

perience more enjoyable. 

The Highlandôs Cinema plays 

first run movies. When an ad 

says ñOpening Friday at a 

theatre near youò, I explain 

that means Toronto, maybe 

Peterborough & Kinmount! 

You know,ò the big 3ò.  But 

it is not movies that make the 

Highlands special, it is the 

museum. Where else in the 

world do you enter a cinema 

through a museum? It is the 

atmosphere that drives the 

Highlands Cinema.  The 

website says the museum is 

4,000 square feet, but I prefer 

to measure it in acres!  The 

complexity of the displays 

truly mean you cannot see it 

all in one visit.  To a histo-

rian, it is paradise.  There is 

usually congestion in foyer, 

partially by those in line to 

buy tickets, but also by those 

who are gawking at the foyer 

displays, mesmerized by the 

richness of movie history that 

attacks the patrons.  And that 

is just the start. The twisting 

labyrinth of corridors, dis-

plays and history occasion-

ally leads to ñlost patronsò.  

To the newcomer, it seems 

endless.  

 Another passion for Keith is 

his collection of antique 

movie projectors and related 

historical movie parapanialia. 

Keith has supplied items for 

many museum displays,  

 

continued on page 2 

Happy birthday to a Kin-

mount landmark. On May 1, 

the Highlands Cinema opens 

fir its 30th season.  We often 

talk about ñwhat puts Kin-

mount on the mapò, and our 

local cinema sure fits that 

bill. Anytime an outsider asks 

ñWhatôs in Kinmount?ò, our 

local movie theatre certainly 

comes to mind.  It is a one-of

-a-kind! 

This year, Keith  Stata is  

celebrating the 30th anniver-

sary of operation in the cur-

rent location. But the story 

goes back much further than 

1979.  Keith started in the 

movie industry at age 6.  I 

wonôt give a date, but letôs 

just say a lot of water has 

passed under the bridge since 

then.  He dabbled in movie-

making in the early years, but 

eventually he realized his 

success lay with the 

ñshowingò of movies and 

collecting of historical items 

related to the industry.  

I remember watching movies 

shown by Keith in the base-

ment of the Community Cen-

tre, Anglican Church Hall 

and then in the basement of 

his house. This was the site 

of the famous bed in the 

floor, but then everyone sat 

on the floor back then! In 

1979 Keith took a large leap 

of faith and built a 58 seat 

theatre on the side of the new 

family home.  It was his ñrec 

roomò, and the one exit actu-

ally led through the kitchen! I 

remember having a talk with 

his mother leaving the thea-

tre! 

The Highlands Cinema got 

off to a slow start. Many peo-

ple could not believe Kin-

mount actually had a cinema. 

Rumour  spread it was actu-

ally a TV set in the basement! 

But under the old adage, ñIf 

you build it, they will comeò, 

Keith carried on. 

The theatre was converted to 

35mm in 1984. In 1986 a 

small projector museum, and 

a second theatre with 60 seats 

was added. In 1987 another 

addition was made to the 

museum. 1988 saw the con-

struction of a third theatre 

with 80 seats, and additional 

museum space. In 1990 the 

second theatre was enlarged 

to 150 seats, and a new candy 

bar, and more museum space 

was added. A small addition 

to the third theatre was com-

pleted in 1991.  

A large expansion of the mu-

seum, additional washrooms, 

and the addition of the fourth 

theatre was undertaken in 

1995. In 1996 the fifth thea-

tre, and a second candy bar 

was completed. In 1997 & 

1998 further additions were 

made to the museum. In 1999 

theatres 4 & 5 were enlarged 

and improved. The year 

2000, saw further improve-

ments to the existing theatres, 

and the installation of air 

conditioning. In 2001 more 

museum space was added. 

Just about every year has 

seen improvements to pic-
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This image is a collage created by 

Keith of the interiors of the differ-

ent theatres.  Page 2, Keith as a 

young boy had a passion for cin-

ema. 

 



ones: they are better made he 

says. 

May 1 is the traditional open-

ing of many things in Kin-

mount: spring season, cottag-

ing, fishing, gardening & the 

opening of the Highland Cin-

ema.  To see how most locals 

view the Highlands, just 

check out the childrenôs sto-

ries on ñwhat I like about 

Kinmountò in this (and other) 

edition.  Or as the slogan 

goes; ñIn Kinmount, you re-

member not only the movie, 

but the theatre!ò Happy birth-

 

Movie Capital continued from page 1 

Neighbours and Friends: Gelert 

Station and finally to the more 

romantic Gelert. The last 

name had a tradition in Welsh 

folklore. An ancient king of 

Snowdon (a county in North-

ern Wales!) had a famous 

hunting hound named Gelert. 

One day the king went hunt-

ing but for some unknown 

reason, his best hound was 

missing. King Llewelynôs 

infant son was left asleep in 

his cradle. In the kingôs ab-

sence, a wolf attempted to 

attack the baby. The loyal 

Gelert fought off the wolf and 

killed it. In the battle, both 

Gelert and the infant were 

covered in blood. Upon his 

return, the King of Snowdon 

was greeted by the sight of a 

blood-spattered, empty cradle 

and a bloody hound. He 

jumped to the conclusion 

Gelert had murdered the child. 

In a fit of rage, he slew the 

royal hound with his sword. 

Gelertôs dying yelp was an-

swered by an infantôs cry. 

Only after the dastardly deed 

did the King find the dead 

wolf, the missing child and 

Gelert is a former railway 

village in Snowdon Town-

ship, just up the line from 

Kinmount. The first settlers 

trickled in from The Bobcay-

geon Road in the 1860s. The 

Haliburton Re-entrant of the 

Great Lakes Lowlands meant 

the Gelert area offered better 

farmland than most of the 

area, and even that was not 

saying much! The commu-

nityôs original name was Lit-

tle Ireland, which reflected its 

Ulster heritage. The Orange 

Lodge was always strong in 

Gelert. The arrival of the Vic-

toria Railway in 1878 kick-

started the village. Gelert be-

came a major rail station, the 

closest this railway came to 

Minden (7 miles). Businesses 

sprang up along its (short) 

Main Street and the railway 

station became the centre of 

town. Daily stages linked 

Gelert with rail-less Minden 

and all goods were hauled 

over the South Lake Road.  

The railway caused the settle-

ment to change its name: first 

to Snowdonville, then Minden 
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Main Street Kinmount  
 

Kawartha Credit Union is a 
full-service financial  

institution with 19 branches in 
North and 

East-Central Ontario from 
Trenton to Parry Sound. 

 
 

ATM available 24 hours  

705-488-9963  
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movie shoots and special 

events all over Ontario. He 

has refurbished hundreds of 

projectors rescued from nu-

merous cinemas and theatres.  

His preservation of movie 

history has made Kinmount 

famous. 

Over 85 (and counting)  TV, 

newspaper & radio articles 

have documented the unique-

ness of the Highlands Cin-

ema. Talk about putting Kin-

mount on the map! A ñguest 

bookò also tracks the long list 

of celebrities who have 

ñchecked outò the Cinema in 

the bushò.  

And thatôs not all! The High-

lands Cinema operated from 

May to Thanksgiving only. 

During the peak summer sea-

son, up to 15 shows per night 

are on the schedule.  Bus 

tours from all over come to 

see the movies and/or the 

museum.  The Highlands is a 

favourite destination for 

school trips, ranging from 

kindergarten to college! Keith 

runs all 5 movie projectors 

himself! He prefers the older 

day Highlands Cinema, Keith, 

Roland & staff: you put Kin-

mount on the map! 

realize the truth. The king was 

filled with remorse for re-

warding loyalty with death, 

and commanded his bard to 

commemorate the loyal hound 

in a ballad.  

Like many communities in the 

area, farming was not a lucra-

tive profession in Snowdon 

Township. After several gen-

erations, the marginal land 

ñplayed outò and the farms 

were abandoned. Likewise rail 

traffic began to decline with 

the advent of motor vehicles. 

Gelert diminished in size and 

with the abandonment of the 

railway, the last businesses 

were closed. Gelert was se-

lected by author Ron Brown 

as a Ghost Town of Ontario in 

his series of books. While the 

village is not exactly 

ñabandonedò, it is a shadow of 

its former prosperity. But it 

still remains on the maps and 

in the hearts of local residents. 

 



INTERESTING 

FACT 

THE HIGHLANDS 

CINEMA HAS THE 

LARGEST MOVIE 

MEMORABILIA 

COLLECTON IN 

CANADA 

When, near the portal-seat, 

His truant, Gelert, he espied, 

Bounding his lord to greet. 

But when he gained the castle-

door, 

Aghast the chieftain stood; 

The hound all o'er was smeared 

with gore -- 

His lips, his fangs ran blood! 

 

Llewellyn gazed with fierce sur-

prise, 

Unused such looks to meet, 

His favourite checked his joyful 

guise, 

And crouched and licked his feet. 

 

Onward in haste Llewellyn 

passed -- 

And on went Gelert too -- 

And still, where'er his eyes were 

cast, 

Fresh blood-gouts shocked his 

view! 

 

O'erturned his infant's bed he 

found, 

The bloodstained covert rent, 

And all around, the walls and 

ground, 

With recent blood besprent. 

He called his child -- no voice 

replied; 

He searched -- with terror wild; 

Blood! blood! he found on every 

side, 

But nowhere found the child! 

 

"Hell-hound! my child's by thee 

devoured!" 

The frantic father cried; 

And, to the hilt, his vengeful 

sword 

He plunged in Gelert's side! 

 

His suppliant looks, as prone he 

fell, 

No pity could impart; 

But still his Gelert's dying yell, 

Passed heavy o'er his heart. 

Aroused by Gelert's dying yell, 

Some slumberer wakened nigh: 

What words the parent's joy can 

tell, 

To hear his infant cry? 

 

Concealed beneath a tumbled 

heap, 

His hurried search had missed, 

All glowing from his rosy sleep 

The cherub-boy he kissed. 

 

Nor scathe had he, nor harm, nor 

dread -- 

But the same couch beneath 

Lay a gaunt wolf, all torn and 

dead -- 

Tremendous still in death! 

 

Ah! what was then Llewellyn's 

pain, 

For now the truth was clear; 

The gallant hound the wolf had 

slain, 

To save Llewellyn's heir. 

 

Vain, vain was all Llewellyn's 

woe; 

"Best of thy kind, adieu! 

The frantic deed which laid thee 

low 

This heart shall ever rue!"  

And now a gallant tomb they 

raise, 

With costly sculpture decked; 

And marbles, storied with his 

praise, 

Poor Gelert's bones protect. 

 
Here never could the spearman 

pass, 

Or forester, unmoved; 

Here oft the tear-besprinkled 

grass 

Llewellyn's sorrow proved. 

 

And here he hung his horn and 

spear, 

And there, as evening fell,In 

fancy's ear he oft would hear 

Poor Gelert's dying yell.  

 
 

This story is a traditional 

tale from a land at the foot 

of Snowdon where  

Llewellyn the Great had a 

house.  Gelert was a grey-

hound that was gifted to 

Llewellyn by his father-in-

law, King John, in 1205.  

Today the place is called 

Beth-Gelert or the grave of 

Gelert. 

Gelertôs grave 

Cultural Corner  

The spearman heard the bugle 

sound, 

And cheerily smiled the morn;  

And many a brach, and many a 

hound, 

Obeyed Llewellyn's horn. 

 

And still he blew a louder blast, 

And gave a louder cheer: 

"Come, Gelert, come, why are 

thou last 

Llewellyn's horn to hear! 

"Oh, where does faithful Gelert 

roam? 

The flower of all his race! 

So true, so brave -- a lamb at 

home, 

A lion in the chase!" 

 

'Twas only at Llewellyn's board 

The faithful Gelert fed; 

He watched, he served, he 

cheered his lord, 

And sentinel'd his bed. 

 

In sooth he was a peerless hound, 

The gift of Royal John - 

But now no Gelert could be 

found, 

And all the chase rode on. 

 

And now as over rocks and dells 

The gallant chidings rise, 

All Snowdon's craggy chaos yells 

With many mingled cries. 

That day Llewellyn little loved 

The chase of hart or hare; 

And scant and small the booty 

proved, 

For Gelert was not there. 

 

Unpleased Llewellyn homeward 

hied, 

 

Llewellyn and His Dog by W.R. Spencer  
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Situated perilously on the 

banks of the Burnt River, the 

village of Kinmount has al-

ways been prime territory for 

spring flooding. Strangely, the 

village has only flooded on 2 

occasions in its 150 year his-

tory. In 1876 water inundated 

the Main Street. But by far the 

most newsworthy flood oc-

curred on Easter weekend, 

1928. 

  

A quick thaw aided by heavy 

rains released the spring flood 

all at once, but it was the log 

drive that was the main cul-

prit. Each winter, countless 

logs were piled beside the 

Burnt River & its tributaries 

in anticipation of the spring 

freshet. The sudden runoff 

floated these logs prema-

turely. The logs were swept 

downstream until they found 

a barrier, in this case the Kin-

mount dam. The logs simply 

piled up against the dam and 

fortified by debris of all sorts 

(including several farmers 

haystacks!), raised the level of 

the dam by several feet.  

 

Water flooded the Main 

Street and other low-lying 

points like the rail station. 

Enterprising Kinmountians 

demonstrated their lumber-

jack skills by ñpolingò logs 

right into the stores! One 

resident calmly ñrodeò his 

log into Hopkins & Marks 

store, made his purchase and 

poled his log home.  Thatôs 

how true lumberjacks 

shopped! 

  

Water flooded the railway 

station, climbing to the bot-

tom of the fire-box on the big 

waiting room stove. The 

trains kept coming into town 

with the passengers climbing 

from the carriages into wait-

ing boats to be ferried to high 

ground. The IB&O railway 

line was not so fortunate: the 

rails literally floated from 

their bed closing the line. 

Debris of all sorts blocked 

the tracks. 

  

Wilf Hancock ferried the 

stranded Anglican minister 

back to  

Earth Day in Kinmount  
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Anniversary Special:  

 Commission 3.5%  

Kinmount by canoe! (That 

took skill!) Somehow they 

floated over Furnace Falls 

without noticing! A railway 

car filled with 50 pound bags 

of salt was parked behind the 

Hopkins & Marks store. 

When the flood ended, all that 

remained was a pile of wet 

sacks. That was the only day 

in history when the Burnt 

River was salt water! 

 

 

Finally the pressure was too 

much on the Kinmount dam 

and it broke.  Another casu-

alty was the old grist mill, 

located on the east side of the 

dame & used for the power 

plant. Tons of debris & ram-

paging water were sent cas-

cading down the Burnt River. 

Kinmount residents were only 

too happy to share their re-

sources with the communities 

downstream. The Great Flood 

was over! 

Peter Franzen  
Sales Representative  
 
10 Bobcaygeon Road  
P.O. Box 760  
Minden ON K0M 2K0  
 
Bus:  705 -286-2222 
Res:  705-488-2554 

 
peterfranzen@sympatico.ca  

    

    Lodge accommodates 20 people  
    Cottage accommodates 8 people  

               Weekly Rentals  

705-447-2651      705-488-2687 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION  

http://home.roadrunner.com/~edwaller 

For Rent 

HIGHLAND TRAIL 

LODGE  

Mayor Ric McGee gets a hand from Amelia, Simon and 

Julianna Austin to plant a tree in Austin Sawmill Park. Over-

seeing the project is Ward 3 Councillor David Hodgson, 

Yvette Brauer, Diane Austin, Joyce Brown and Diane Kerno-

han. 



In 1944, World War II was at 

its height. Canada, through 

the Commonwealth Air Train-

ing Program, had hosted thou-

sands of pilot & air-crew 

trainees scattered over dozens 

of air bases. Accidents or 

crashes were very common as 

these new pilots struggled to 

grasp the rudiments of flight 

before being shipped to 

Europe and the front.  

 

About 4:00 pm on a Saturday, 

a large Anson bomber ap-

peared in the skies over Kin-

mount and proceeded to en-

tertain the residents with a 

series of stunts.  The big 

bomber went into a dive and 

disappeared amongst the trees 

near the Dutch Line just south 

of town. Evidently, one of the 

stunt dives had passed a little 

to close to the ground and the 

plane clipped the top of a 

huge elm tree and crashed 
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Kinmount Artisans  

 Marketplace  

 
Celebrating 10 years in 2009  

Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre,  

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

TELL US! 

DO YOU KNOW A LOCAL 

LEGEND?  DROP US A LINE. 

into a small hill on the north 

side of the Dutch Line near 

Shadow Lake. 

 

The crash was witnessed by 2 

local residents cutting timber. 

Joseph McHale & Fred Stone 

were only 150 yards from the 

crash site and got a good look 

at the whole incident.  

ñWhen we first saw the plane, 

it was quite high. Suddenly it 

started to nose-dive and came 

into a valley between 2 hills. 

When near the ground, it 

started to pull up and gain 

some height. Just on the rise 

of the hill, there stood a fairly 

tall elm tree. The plane hit the 

tree about 40 feet from the 

ground. Hitting the tree pulled 

the plane down and it crashed 

into the hillò. 

 

The 2 men were on the scene 

within minutes, but all 4 

crewmen died on impact. One 

body was found 30 feet from 

the wreck, 2 more were lo-

cated 50 feet away and the 

pilot was ejected over 200 

feet from the plane.  Military 

personel from Malton Airport 

(now Pearson Airport) arrived 

before dark & a guard was 

posted at the site. The crash 

caused quite a stir in Kin-

mount and a newspaper 

noted: ñ The crash site on 

Saturday & Sunday was vis-

ited by hundreds of peopleò. 

The Legend of the Kinmount Plane Crash 

Top and Bottom: Avro An-

son Bombers in flight; Mid-

dle: the cockpit of an Avro 

Anson Bomber 

 

 

 

Beauty isé 

The Beverley Spa 
 

Beverley Hathway, RRPr 
Registered Reflexologist 

Esthetician/Nail Tech 
 

6670 Hwy #35 
Coboconk, ON 
705-928-7758 
705-454-3188 

C@UDôR OQNODQSX L@HMSDM@MBD 

(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE) 

Complete lawn care 

Tree and shrub pruning 

Spring and fall cleanups 

Poison ivy control 

Painting 

 

Call DAVE LOUGHEED  
705-488-3177 (home)         705-344-3177 (cell) 

òKozie Toesó 
Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 



In todayôs world, telephones 

are taken for granted: they 

have become a necessity. But 

100 years ago, this was not 

the case. The only immediate 

communication was  the rail-

way telegraph.  In rural areas 

of Canada, the only way to 

have telephone was to build it 

yourself. Thus a series of in-

dependent telephone compa-

nies sprang up all over the 

area. Norland (1907), Burnt 

River (1907), Kinmount 

(1908) & even the Rumney 

Settlement (1911) all formed 

private telephone companies. 

The Kinmount company did 

not prosper & was absorbed 

by the Burnt River Company 

by 1920. 

To raise capital, shares were 

sold to local residents. If you 

wanted a phone, it was a good 

idea to buy shares! The origi-

nal offering was 500 shares at 

$10 each. Enough money was 

raised to run lines to Cobo-

conk, Fenelon Falls & Kin-

mount. There were 

switchboards in both Burnt 

River & Kinmount. Kinmount 

lost its phone service in the 

Great Fire of 1942 & was 

ñphone-lessò until 1946! 

 

Now a word about the pre-

Bell era telephones. You 

picked up the phone & dialed 

the operator (or central). Then 

the caller informed the 

switchboard operator who you 

wanted to talk to & you were 

connected. Most subscribers 

were on ñparty linesò (several 

on 1 line) and privacy was in 

short supply. Three or four 

party conversations were 

common! If you wanted to 

know what was going on in 

the community, the 

switchboard operator was a 

good place to start!  

The party line meant each 

person had a separate ring. It 

could be 2 short, 2 long rings 

or a combination. You had to 

listen carefully: a missed ring 

could mean confusion! Urban 

residents in Kinmount eventu-

ally had private lines, but you 

still had strange phone num-

bers (2J2 was the writers 

home number!). Any ñoutside 

callsò were routed through the 

central switchboard and hence 

to another phone company. 

By the 1950s, technology was 

changing fast (where have we 

heard that before!). The cost 

of upgrading the equipment 

was higher than the share-

holders were willing to ab-

sorb, so Bell was approached 

about purchasing the Burnt 

River Telephone Company. 

On November 15, 1970 the 

Burnt River Telephone Com-

pany ceased to exist & the 

Bell 488 exchange was born! 

 

Burnt River Telephone Company 
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An unknown man uses a can-

dlestick phone circa 1912. 



 

A century ago, telephones 

were so new, the company 

published a list of rules/

suggestions for using the new

-fangled device. Here is Tele-

phone 101 

1. Donôt use the telephone 
when there is thunder. 

2. Donôt imagine you have a 
monopoly of the telephone: 

other subscribers have the 

same rights as you. No person 

has the right to keep the line 

for more than 5 minutes at 

one time. 

3. Donôt forget to place the 
receiver on the switch hook 

when you are done talking. 

4. Donôt talk too fast or too 
loud. 

5. Donôt forget to treat your 
telephone as you would like 

to be treated if you were a 

telephone. 

Donôt think all the troubles 

you have are in the telephone. 

 

By Observing the 

Following Rules 

 Trouble Will Be 

Avoided 

 

1. Learn your own ring and 

answer it. Let other peopleôs 

rings alone. 

2. If you find the line in use, 

wait a reasonable time. If 

someone else wants the 

phone, donôt take up time 

with gossip. 

3. Donôt descend to the con-
temptible habit of listening to 

other peopleôs conversation. 

4. If any person not a sub-

scriber wants to use the 

phone, donôt forget to collect 

the charges. The operator has 

instructions to watch parties 

who are good at giving away 

what doesnôt belong to them. 

Stealing telephone calls is 

stealing just as much as steal-

ing money. 

When you want to give a call, 

tell your name and the name 

of the person you want. When 

you get your party, donôt say 

ñWhoôs speaking?ò but tell 

them who is calling. When 

you call Central donôt say ñIs 

that Central?ò but give your 

call. Remember there may be 

someone else calling, and 

Central has not time for need-

less questions. 

 

The Burnt River Telephone 

Co. Ltd, does not keep mes-

sages, and will not agree to 

get any parties not subscribers 

on their lines. 

 

Sound advice! 

This story can fit 75-125 

words. 

Selecting pictures or graphics 

is an important part of add-

ing content to your newslet-

ter. 

Think about your article and 

ask yourself if the picture 

supports or enhances the 

message youõre trying to 

convey. Avoid selecting im-

ages that appear to be out 

of context. 

Microsoft Publisher includes 

thousands of clip art images 

from which you can choose 

and import into your newslet-

ter. There are also several 

tools you can use to draw 

shapes and symbols. 

Once you have chosen an 

image, place it close to the 

Telephone Etiquette, 1912 
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Ne

Cell Phone Manners 
Adapted from Microsoft Business 

Centre 

1. Tell callers when you're 

talking on a mobile, so they 

can anticipate distractions or 

disconnections.  

2. Maintain at least a 10-foot 

zone from anyone while 

talking.  

3. Never talk in elevators, 

libraries, museums, 

restaurants, cemeteries, 

theaters, dentist or doctor 

waiting rooms, places 

ofworship, auditoriums or 

other enclosed public 

spaces, such as hospital 

emergency rooms or buses. 

And don't have any 

emotional conversations in 

public ð ever.  

4. Don't use loud and annoying 

ring tones that destroy 

concentration and eardrums.  

5. Never "multi-task" by 

making calls while 

shopping, banking, waiting 

in line or conducting other 

personal business.  

6. Keep all cellular congress 

brief and to the point.  

7. Use an earpiece in high-

traffic or noisy locations. 

That lets you hear the 

amplification, or how loud 

you sound at the other end, 

so you can modulate your 

voice.  

8. Never take a personal 

mobile call during a 

business meeting. This 

includes interviews and 

meetings with co-workers or 

subordinates.  

9. Inform everyone in your 

mobile address book that 

you've just adopted the new 

rules for mobile manners. 

Ask them to do likewise. 

Please. 

New Installations or Renovations 

Mansfield Plumbing  

Commercial, Residential, Cottages 

Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber  
Complete systems from in-coming water 

to 
 out-going waste! 

705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340 
16 Highland Gate Blvd. 

Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0 

Kinmount Gazette 
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Kinmount Committee For Planning 

and Economic Development  

Is a Proud Sponsor of the  

Kinmount 150th  

 Anniversary Committee  

 

Explore our Heritage...Experience our Charm! 

 

Royal Canadian Legion  

John McGrath  

Branch 441  

Kinmount, Ontario  

705 -488 -3462  

We will remember them. 

Thank you to our  

Patrons 
 

Tabbed Tape Strip 

 Company 

 

The  Pearson Family 

 

Hugh Kylie 

 

If you would like to support 

the Gazette as a patron, please 

contact Guy Scott. 
 

 

 

Kinmount Gazette 

Left:  Images 

from around 

the Highlands 

Cinemas. 

Right: The 

marquee for 

the 30th Anni-

versary open-

ing weekend. 



The Kinmount Agricultural 

Society is ecstatic to an-

nounce the awarding of a Tril-

lium Grant for renovations to 

the dressing room/kitchen 

area of the arena. The Ontario 

Trillium Foundation has 

awarded the Society $150,000 

to upgrade and renovate the 

kitchen & dining hall area of 

the arena complex. For winter 

use, this section of the build-

ing is used  
for dressing rooms, snack bar 

and spectator viewing. The 

grant also covers upgrades to 

the adjacent washrooms and 

remodeling of the heating and 

electrical systems to meet 

modern codes.  

It was two years ago that the 

ñold arenaò was condemned 

as unsafe. The Kinmount Ag-

ricultural Society reinforced 

their commitment to the com-

munity by erecting a new 

structure on the foundation of 

the old arena. No grants were 

acquired for the new arena 

and the Society was forced to 

take out a large mortgage to 

erect the building in time for 

the 2007 fair. Anxious resi-

dents who followed the demo-

lition of the old structure, 

waited nervously (as did the 

Fair Directors!) for the erec-

tion of the new building. In 

early August the materials 

arrived as ñarena in a boxô! 

Yes, literally that is how the 

new arena came from the 

manufacturers! It took a mere 

3 weeks for the new arena to 

take shape. The building was 

completed for fair use with 

only a few days to spare! But 

we made it!  

To convert the new structure 

for use as an ice arena, a fur-

ther $40,000 was required. In 

an a heart warming display of 

community spirit, members of 

the Kinmount community 

rallied together, formed the 

ñBring Back The Iceò fund-

raising drive and raised most 

of the arena conversion sum. 

Unfortunately the arena was 

not available for most of the 

2008 winter season. But this 

past winter, the arena has 

been operating full blast and 

being enjoyed by residents of 

all ages! Special thanks to the 

Kinmount Lions Club for 

their efforts in making the 

arena a daily reality during 

the winter months. The Kin-

mount Arena is a natural ice 

surface, which means we are 

totally dependent on Mother 

Nature for our ice. Every De-

cember (or thereabouts), a 

legion of volunteers gather to 

ñput in the iceò. Itôs a tough 

job, the main equipment being 

a garden hose. But the satis-

faction of seeing ñchildrenò of 

all ages enjoying their skating 

drives these volunteers. It 

does say a lot about commu-

nity spirit! 

The final stage of upgrading 

this new facility is now under-

way. The Trillium Grant will 

allow the Society to complete 

the upgrade of the entire 

building. The kitchen/dining 

room area will be much more 

amenable for food operations 

during the fair and at other 

times of the year. And the 

washrooms: well, letôs just 

say anything will be an im-

provement! The Society is 

planning to have the renova-

tions 

com-

pleted 

in time 

for the 

Kin-

mount 

Kountry 

Jambo-

ree 

starting 

June 26, 

2009.  

Many 

commu-

nities in 

our area 

have 

mag-

nificent 

arenas. 

Great Things Happening Thanks to a Trillium Grant  
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But they are costly and re-

quire large budgets to keep 

operating. Kinmount, the little 

community with the big spirit, 

manages to operate 

ñeconomicallyò thanks to our 

spirit of community & volun-

teerism. A little joke about 

volunteerism sums up Kin-

mount: ñNoahôs Ark was built 

by volunteers, the Titanic was 

built by professionals. ñ Kin-

mount is a Noahôs Ark kind 

of community. 

Kinmount Gazette 



For decades the Kinmount 

Arena has been the heartbeat 

of the community during the 

long winter months. Unfortu-

nately, last winter, the com-

munity suffered a devastating 

blow when problems were 

found that caused the arena, 

located in the Kinmount Fair-

grounds, to be condemned. 

The damage may have been 

incurred by violent storms 

that struck the area in summer 

2006. The important gather-

ing point, owned by the Kin-

mount Agricultural Society, 

was the centre of activity pro-

viding a home for Kinmount 

Knights Minor Hockey, pub-

lic skating, recreational 

hockey, Winter Carnivals, 

school and group outings and 

birthday parties. Everyone 

from toddlers to seniors 

reaped the health benefits of 

ice skating. The tremendous 

loss made a huge impact leav-

ing a number of kids unable 

to play hockey or enjoy public 

skating. Many who fre-

quented the arena two or three 

times a week only got out on 

skates that many times 

through the whole winter. The 

absence of the annual Winter 

Carnival was severely felt, as 

it is an economic attraction 

that also helps lift spirits 

when those February blues 

kick in. Tobogganing, a popu-

lar activity on the hills behind 

the arena was nearly non-

existent as the snow was not 

ploughed for parking and 

there was nowhere to go and 

warm up or grab a hot choco-

late. Winter in Kinmount just 

wasnôt the same without the 

good old arena. 
It was a tall order the Kin-

mount Agricultural Society to 

come up with a new building 

in time for the Kinmount Fair 

but they pressed on and were 

successful. The new building 

is the same size as the one it 

replaced and has been de-

signed to accommodate a 

natural ice surface. However, 

to complete the inside rink 

perimeter, the Kinmount Ag-

ricultural Society is appealing 

to the general public to ñhelp 

us help the kids of the com-

munity to have ice in the 

arena this winter. 
The facility opened in 1960. 

Originally built to be an agri-

cultural hall, the Kinmount 

Fair Board decided to allow 

volunteers to put natural ice in 

the building. There was a rec-

reational committee that oper-

ated it at first, but for the past 

ten years or soothe Kinmount 

& District Lions Club oper-

ated the much enjoyed arena 

allowing lots of great memo-

ries to be made. 

A donation of $60.00 will 

build one foot of rink perime-

ter. A total of 440 feet are 

needed. Any donation will be 

gratefully accepted. Dona-

tions of $60.00 and over will 

be acknowledged on a perma-

nent plaque to be placed in 

the building upon completion. 

Donations of $250 will be 

acknowledged with an indi-

vidual sign in the arena. There 

are four sponsor levels; 

Bronze, Silver, Gold and 

Platinum. These sponsorships 

will be acknowledged with an 

individual sign posted in the 

arena and their names will be 

listed on the appropriate 

plaque on permanent display. 

The committee is nearing its 

final goal, but remains a little 

short yet. Anyone wanting to 

contribute, donôt hesitate to 

contact the Kinmount Fair, 

box 238 Kinmount or  

The upcoming winter season 

promises to be the best yet for 

our skaters, big and small! 

Bring Back the Ice 

Page 10 

 

BELIEVE IT...OR NOT! 

 

IN THE DAYS BEFORE 

CHANGE ROOM/SNACK 

BAR, AREA WAS ADDED 

SPECTATORS WATCHED 

FROM A BALCONY ON 

THE SOUTH END OF THE 

OLD ARENA. 

THE HOCKEY NET WAS 

UNDER THE BALCONY 

AND TO SEE THE PLAYS 

YOU HAD TO LEAN 

OVER THE EDGE. 

 

IN 1961 THE FIRST 

HOCKEY GAME WAS 

PLAYED IN THE OLD 

ARENA. 

 

IN 2008 THE FIRST 

HOCKEY GAME WAS 

PLAYED IN THE NEW 

ARENA. 

Kinmount Gazette 




