
vived, a harbinger of things 

to come!). The fire was actu-

ally a blessing in disguise.  

The ñoldò Main Street was 

hap-hazzardly built and 

poorly planned.  The new 

structures that rose from the 

ashes like a phoenix were the 

magnificent Main Street of 

prosperous Kinmount (soon 

to be represented on our town 

mural). 

 

Continued on page 4 

 

Those are the dreaded words 

most people hate to hear. The 

village of Kinmount has had 

its share (and then some) of 

fires.  Like most Canadian 

towns, the village contained a 

plethora of wooden buildings 

large and small. A labyrinth 

of dry wooden structures, 

crowded close together cre-

ated a huge fire hazard.  

Wooden roof shingles (made 

just down the street!) further 

multiplied the risk.  In a fire, 

burning wooden shingles 

would blow all over the 

place, spreading the fire from 

above. Until the 1940s, there 

was no organized fire brigade 

and no fire-fighting equip-

ment. Yes, pioneer Kinmount 

was an accident waiting to 

happen. 

 

And happen fires did! 

Micheal Barryôs business on 

Main Street was wiped out in 

1870. Evidently he tried to 

ñdryò kindling by putting it in 

the stove-oven. Not recom-

mended. In 1890, the first 

large fire obliterated much of 

the Main Street. Many of the 

town residents were gathered 

in the Baptist Church 

(currently the Masonic 

Lodge) to hear noted Tem-

perance lecturer Joe Hesse 

speak on the evils of alcohol. 

At the height of the lecture, 

someone burst through the 

door to announce the Dunbar 

Hotel was on fire. (How 

ironic!)  A furious wind 

whipped the flames (and 

burning shingles) and soon 

the whole east side of the 

Main Street was ablaze, fol-

lowed closely by the west 

side! Helpless locals tele-

graphed for help to Lindsay. 

In a heroic effort, the Lindsay 

Fire Brigade arrived by train 

in a mere 50 minutes.  But it 

was already too late & most 

of the Main Street was in 

ashes. No lives were lost, but 

13 businesses were de-

stroyed. Bowieôs brick hotel 

was saved mainly because it 

was brick (hint, hint). Four 

other businesses were spared 

because they were distant 

from the blaze (Oh yeah, the 

Railway Station also sur-
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Hopkins and Marks Store 

after the fire. 



 

Neighbours and Friends: Furnace Falls 

of Furnace Falls ran out of 

capital and sold their holdings 

to Pusey in 1884. After 3 

years of work, they were 

$200,000 out of pocket & not 

1 ton of iron ore had been 

smelted! However, the saw-

mill had prospered thanks to 

Myles Railway, and a small 

village developed around it. 

The Furnace Falls post office 

was operating out of the Herli-

hey house. A school was built 

north of the Monck Road. 

Pusey built a large boarding 

house to house his miners. 

And a number of farmers had 

located in the surrounding 

concessions. The plans to ex-

tend the IB & O Railway 

seemed to auger a future for 

the little settlement, smelter or 

no smelter. 

And then Mother Nature 

struck the community a cruel 

and fatal blow. The summer 

of 1887 was one of the driest 

on record. The bush was filed 

with tops & debris left behind 

by the Boyd logging opera-

The ñlost villageò of Furnace 

Falls owes its history to two 

Chicago investors: Parry & 

Mills. They were one of many 

investors who tried to cash in 

on the Snowdon Iron Rush. 

They leased a section of the 

Myles property (lot 18, con-

cession 1 Snowdon Town-

ship) and decided to smelt the 

ore on site. A description of 

the village in 1884 mentions a 

sawmill & shingle mill on the 

banks of the Irondale River, 

the smelter (not quite fin-

ished), 5 large dwelling 

houses, a storehouse, work-

shops and numerous smaller 

structures. The name of the 

village, Furnace Falls, was 

clearly melded from the 

(blast) furnace beside the 

falls. The story also omi-

nously states ñoperations are 

now partially suspended due 

to dullness in the iron trade 

and other causesò. 

(Mullvaney, A History of the 

County of Peterborogh, 1884)   

The ñother causesò were a 

lack of money. The founders 
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Main Street Kinmount  
 

Kawartha Credit Union is a 
full-service financial  

institution with 19 branches in 
North and 

East-Central Ontario from 
Trenton to Parry Sound. 

 
 

ATM available 24 hours  

705-488-9963  

Brenda has been influenced 

by a highly creative family.  

She studied Art and Design at 

Humber College and Ontario 

College of Art and Design.  

Brenda spent 25 years in the 

Commercial Interior Design 

Industry before making her 

home in Kinmount. 

Brenda creates her sculptural 

acrylic collages using various 

media:  acrylic, impasto, 

gouache, watercolour, ink or 

graphite sometimes combined 

on canvas, paper, wood, string 

beads, leaves, etc.  All her 

works are unique, visually 

intriguing and tactile.  Her 

latest work, Kinmountôs first 

mural will be unveiled on 

Saturday, May 30th, at 1:30 

PM on the south side of Kin-

mountôs Post Office.  Every-

one welcome! 

See Brenda in the Railway 

Station on  the Canada Day 

and August long weekends, at 

the Victoria County Studio 

Tour,  the Harvest Homecom-

ing Studio Tour. 

tions along Bow Creek. On 

September 9, 1887 a flash fire 

devoured the hamlet of Fur-

nace Falls in its entirety. Lo-

cal residents were powerless 

and could only flee Natureôs 

wrath. Puseyôs boarding 

house, the smelter, the saw-

mill and all other structures 

were totally destroyed. A Mr. 

Robinson from Fenelon Falls 

had just leased the sawmill 

and one million board feet of 

lumber fuelled the fire. The 

owner of the smelter, the St 

Lawrence Foundry company 

lost everything. For years af-

terwards, local residents 

would comb the smelter site 

in search of iron nails, which 

survived the holocaust in 

abundance. None of the de-

stroyed structures were ever 

rebuilt and the hamlet of Fur-

nace Falls disappeared into 

history.  

 

Interesting People:  Brenda Mulholland 

Brenda Mulholland is working on the anniversary mural that 

will be installed on the Post Office May 30th. 
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Kinmount Kountry 

Jamboree  

CHECK IT OUT ! 

The Greater Harvey Historical 

Society maintains an archives 

& research centre just outside 

of Bobcaygeon  on the old 

Bobcaygeon Road (County 

Road 49) in the old MTO 

sheds. The archives is open on 

Wednesdays from 10:00 am ï 

1:00 pm or by appointment. 

Contact our website 

www.ghhs.ca or call 

 705-738-0100.  

corded the everyday events of 

Mother Nature and held local 

history in high regard. Tails 

of the Trail will be available 

at local authors/storytellers 

Day. It is too bad Theo wonôt 

be there himself to ñtell a few 

talesò.  

Greater Harvey Historical 

Society : Looking for Fam-

ily Trees 

The Greater Harvey Historical 

Society (which includes Gal-

way Township) is collecting 

Family Trees for their genea-

logical files. The Society has 

been collecting ancestral re-

search from area families for 

a long time. We donôt recog-

nize boundaries & will take 

family trees from any area.  

The Historical Society will be 

at our Local Authors/

Storytellers Day (August 2) to 

talk genealogy. If you have 

prepared your Family Tree (or 

should!), drop by the Railway 

Station & leave a copy for the 

archives. Members of the 

GHHS will also be on hand to 

help you with your re-

searches. The Society has a 

large collection and may be 

able to help you fill in the 

family tree. Genealogy is a 

fascinating subject and a 

branch of or local history that 

should be recorded for poster-

ity.  

Every fall the GHHS holds an 

annual 

historical 

bus tour. 

This year 

the bus 

tour will 

be held on 

Saturday 

October 

3. Our 

destina-

tion is 

Totten-

ham 

where we 

will ride 

the steam 

train. 

More 

details to 

follow. 

Contact 

Guy Scott 

488-3182 

for info. 

The 

GHHS 

will be 

attending 

Local Au-

thors & 

Storytell-

ers Day on 

August 2. 

Check out 

the variety 

of local books the Society has 

for sale including our famous 

Bus Tour Booklets.  

Cultural Corner  

Gooderham is another com-

munity just up the Monck 

Road past Irondale. The 

Township of Glamorgan has 

never had a history published 

until Elva Bates released this 

township history in 2007. It is 

an exhaustive look at a com-

munity that has much in com-

mon with other communities 

in the area: colonization 

roads, railways, lumbering, 

existence farming, tourism, 

etc.  Elva has invested a huge 

amount of research in this 

story and leaves no stone un-

turned. A must for the person 

who likes local historys. This 

book is available at the Arti-

sanôs Marketplace. Elva will 

be attending in person our 

Authors/Storytellers day on 

August 2. 

Tales of the Trail  by Theo 

Peacock. 

The late Theo Peacock was 

born & raised at the Fortescue 

settlement near White Lake. 

His education was grades 1-8 

at the White Lake School. 

The backwoods one room 

school inspired him to record 

his lifestyle in poetry. His 

Tales of the Trail is a clever 

and poignant look at life in 

the backwoods of this region. 

Theo was a trapper who re-

 

Book Review:  A Journey Through Glamorganôs Past  by Elva Bates 
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A NICE PLACE TO VISIT 

HIGHLANDS CINEMAS 
4131 COUNTY ROAD 121 

KINMOUNT, ON  705 488 2107  

WWW.HIGHLANDSCINEMAS.COM 

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS IN 2009 

New Installations or Renovations 

Mansfield Plumbing  

Commercial, Residential, Cottages 

Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber  
Complete systems from in-coming water to 

 out-going waste! 
705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340 

16 Highland Gate Blvd. 
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0 

June 25,26, 27, 28, 2009 

Kinmount Fairgrounds 

 

http://www.ghhs.ca
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In 1898,  5 businesses on the 

north-west corner (by the 

cenotaph) were destroyed by 

fire.  Single-structure fires 

consumed the grist mill 

(1904), Craig & Austin saw-

mill (1908), Bowieôs hotel 

(1914), Forresterôs Hall 

(1922), Austin Creamery 

(1936) and the Northern Hotel 

(1941). A ñblockò fire in 1917 

leveled 5 businesses on the 

south-east corner of Main 

Street (site of the Freshmart) 

in 1917. Despite this track 

record, the village was still 

not prepared when the ñBig 

Oneò came along in 1942. 

 

The spring of 1942 was one 

of the driest ones on record.  

About 6:00 pm on April 29, 

smoke was noticed coming 

from one of the sawdust piles 

at the Austin sawmill.  Soon 

the sawdust was ablaze. No-

body knows how it happened: 

the backfire from the sawdust 

truck, contact with an over-

heated muffler, maybe a care-

lessly tossed cigarette. In an-

other stroke of irony, a strong 

west wind soon had the mill 

ablaze. Flying sparks landed 

on the shingle roof of the old 

water tower beside the bridge.  

Witnesses claim a rogue gust 

of wind caused the wooden 

shingle roof to ñexplodeò and 

the Main Street was showered 

with burning shingles.  The 

dry wooden buildings of Main 

Street were perfect kindling 

for the hungry flames.  In a 

mere 2 hours, the entire core 

of the village was smoking 

rubble. 

 

The local bucket brigade was 

all the town had, and it was 

helpless in the maelstrom.  It 

was soon realized stopping 

the fire was senseless, and the 

only course was to save pos-

sessions.  One merchant 

calmly locked the front door 

of his store (why?)  and 

walked away.  All was lost 

and he knew it.  Copying the 

early crisis, help was re-

quested from neighbouring 

towns. Both Bobcaygeon & 

Fenelon Falls Fire Depart-

ments gallantly responded.  

 Kinmount Blaze Destroyed ñOLDò Town 
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    Lodge accommodates 20 people  
    Cottage accommodates 8 people  

               Weekly Rentals  

705-447-2651      705-488-2687 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE INFORMATION  

http://home.roadrunner.com/~edwaller 

For Rent 

HIGHLAND TRAIL 

LODGE  

Bobcaygeon detachment de-

fended the schoolhouse and 

the east side of town. The 

Fenelon Brigade wheeled 

their brand-new fire truck into 

an alley by the bridge to draw 

water from the river. Sud-

denly the wind changed direc-

tion and roaring flames 

trapped the firemen. The men 

saved themselves by jumping 

into the river, but alas, the fire

-truck was destroyed! 

 

The fire eventually burned 

itself out. Mother Nature did 

what man could not: halt the 

fire.  But the Main Street: 

glamourous, dignified ñOldò 

Kinmount was gone forever.  

Once again, the Rail Station 

survived unharmed. Sheds 

were burned off each end and 

on every side, but not a board 

was scorched! Maybe the 

ghost of old Sir William 

Mackenzie stood guard over 

his handiwork that night. It 

stood like an island of calm in 

a sea of destruction. 

 

The Main Street of Kinmount 

was never the same again.  

Lost were 18 businesses, only 

2 were rebuilt by their origi-

nal owners. 

Gone forever that night were: 

Hopkins & Marks General 

Store 

Woodôs Restaurant 

Austinôs Radio Shop 

Cornforthôs Leather Shop 

Poulsonôs Bake Shop 

Central Hotel: Harry Butts 

proprietor 

The Barber Shop 

Feeôs Drug Store 

Cunninghamôs Garage 

Jack Thompsonôs General 

Store 

Post Office 

Dr. Harrisô Office 

 

 Six stores were actually built 

over the next year, but noth-

ing replaced the dignity of old 

Main Street. An era in Kin-

mount ended one windy night 

in 1942.  Life was never the 

same in town after. 

CHATTY 

KELLYôS 
ULTIMATE ROADSIDE  

DINER 

FRESH CUT FRIES 

 
Burgers, Dogs, Fish, Chicken 

 

OPEN WEEKENDS MAY, 

JUNE, SEPT.,OCT. 

 

7 DAYS A WEEK JULY 1ST 

UNTIL LABOUR DAY  

 

500 Metres south of the Bridge in 



On numerous occasions, 

Kinmount has been leveled 

by fire. The oldest surviving 

structure in the main section 

of town is the Railway Sta-

tion. The station is an origi-

nal (1876) and was built by 

Sir William Mackenzie 

from Kirkfield. Yes, that is 

the famous Sir William 

Mackenzie who built the 

CNR, was once the richest 

man in Canada and was one 

ñyesò away from becoming 

Prime Minister of Canada. 

The Kinmount Station was 

Sir Williamôs first foray 

into the wonderful world of 

railways and he loved it 

dearly. Legend has it his 

ghost still haunts the build-

ing, protecting his handi-

work from forces of man & 

Nature. How else can it be 

explained why the Station 

survived fire, flood & ne-

glect! When it received a 

new foundation, the build-

ers marveled how struc-

turely sound the old gal 

was. When it was placed on 

its new foundation, every-

thing was just as square & 

sound as it was 140 years 

harmony for years. After Puseyôs 

death, the Township of Snowdon 

acquired the church for back taxes 

and eventually the Anglican 

Church of Canada became the 

owner. In 1951, a plaque honour-

ing the Pusey family was placed at 

the Church, made from ore mined 

from Puseyôs mines. It was incor-

porated into the Parish of Kin-

mount-Burnt River-Irondale for 

many decades. Today St Johnôs 

Church is a summer only congre-

gation affiliated with the Parish of 

Minden-Kinmount. Every year a 

St Johnôs Anglican Church, 

Irondale. Charles J Pusey fell in 

love with the Irondale area and 

made his summer home on 

Devilôs Lake (now Salerno 

Lake). The Puseys were avid 

church-goers, and noting the 

lack of such an institution in 

Irondale, remedied this defi-

ciency at their own expense by 

building St Johnôs (non-

denominational) Church in 

1887. Various congregations 

used the structure in perfect 

colourful 

Thanksgiving 

Service high-

lights the 

Church Calen-

dar. In true com-

munity spirit, 

church-goers of 

many denomina-

tions attend St 

Johnôs. The little 

church nestled at the base 

of the big ridge is all that 

remains of Irondaleôs glory 

days. 
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Kinmount Artisans  

 Marketplace  

 
Celebrating 10 years in 2009  

Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre,  

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

TELL US! 

DO YOU KNOW A LOCAL LEGEND?  

DROP US A LINE. 

ago. Sir William was noted 

for his quality work. So 

treat the old gal with re-

spect: you never know 

when Sir William might be 

watching! 

 

 

 

William Mackenzie 

The Legend of Sir William Mackenzieôs Ghost 

C@UDôR OQNODQSX L@HMSDM@MBD 

(30 YEARS EXPERIENCE) 

Complete lawn care 

Tree and shrub pruning 

Spring and fall cleanups 

Poison ivy control 

Painting 
 

Call DAVE LOUGHEED  
705-488-3177 (home)         705-344-3177 (cell) 

òKozie Toesó 

 

Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 

COME OUT AND LEARN 

ABOUT WHAT GOES 

BUMP IN THE NIGHT ON 

JULY 29TH AT 9:00 PM 

KINMOUNTõS FIRST 

GHOST WALK WITH 

LOCAL HISTORIAN AND 

PSEUDO PARANORMAL 

GUY SCOTT 

 

MEET AT THE 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 



This past week I had the honour 

of receiving an award on Kin-

mountôs behalf from the County 

of Peterborough. The village 

was honoured in the ñsignificant 

milestone or anniversaryò cate-

gory. At the ceremonies in 

Keene, I was pleased to see 

other Kinmount residents be 

honoured as well. Ralph Pearson 

received a volunteer award cer-

tificate. Ralph and his team of 

horses are everywhere, even 

cruising the Main Street on sev-

eral occasions each year. Tim 

Pearson also received a Youth 

Volunteer award. Congrats Tim! 

And finally, the Dickobs from 

the Kinmount Fish Farm were 

honoured in the Agricultural 

Leadership category. Karl is 

president of the Ontario Fish 

Farmers Association. Not a bad 

haul for our little community! 

Kinmountôs Residents 

Receive Awards 
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Top:  Mr. and Mrs. Dickob 

with their award for Agricul-

tural Leadership; Bottom:  Tim 

Pearson and Ralph Pearson 

(grandson and grandfather) 

with their awards for Youth 

Volunteerism and Volunteer 

and Community Service 

 

 

 

 

 

Get your anniversary 

postcards at the  

Artisans Market  

$2.00 Each  

Other Anniversary  

Souvenirs Available at 

the Tourist Information 

Centre  

Anniversary T -shirts  

$15.00  

Anniversary Pins  

$5.00  



The rocky nature of the Kin-

mount area has always in-

trigued prospectors & miners. 

Some of the earliest settlers 

were constantly nosing 

around underground in search 

of valuable minerals. In 1872, 

a settler along the Monck 

Road named Robert Gibson, 

uncovered iron ore on his 

clearance (lot 20, Concession 

1 Snowdon near Furnace 

Falls) and the great iron rush 

was on! Prospectors and 

speculators besieged the area, 

all searching for the mother-

lode.  The Snowdon Iron 

Company was set up in 1874 

with 2 Toronto investors, 

Shortis & Sevigny, the key 

investors. Their holdings were 

(optimistically) estimated to 

hold 3,000,000 tons of high 

grade iron ore. Plans were 

made to build a ñcold blast 

furnaceò in the area. This sys-

tem used charcoal to process 

the ore, and the Snowdon hills 

were covered in suitable raw 

timber!  It would produce 10 

tons of pig iron per day or 

3,000 tons per year. Both the 

charcoal & iron ore from 

Snowdon was pronounced 

superior to that of the Mar-

quette region of Wisconsin, 

the chief competitor at the 

time. The pig iron was to be 

shipped to Cleveland. 

Transportation was the key 

setback for the scheme.  The 

nearest railhead was Cobo-

conk and the only way there 

was by team & wagon! The 

possibility of a wooden-rail 

tramway to Nogies Creek (the 

nearest ñportò?) was investi-

gated, but that scheme was 

too costly.  The Coboconk 

line refused an extension to 

the site. Only the start of the 

Victoria Railway in 1874 pro-

vided a potential salvation to 

this dilemma.  As the railway 

inched towards Kinmount, 

excitement grew that Kin-

mount would become a min-

ing town. 

During the summer of 1876, 

300 tons of ore was 

cadged down the Monck 

Road to the new railhead at 

Kinmount. The ore eventually 

made it to a ship bound to 

Cleveland, but fate inter-

vened, the ship sank and with 

it sank the fortunes of the 

Snowdon Iron Company! 

Clearly the cadging route was 

not the way to go. 

Next on the merry-go-round 

was a Toronto investor W.S. 

Myles.  His plan was twofold: 

invest in modern machinery 

& build a rail line to Furnace 

Falls.  The railway would run 

6.5 miles from Kendrickôs 

Station, the nearest stop on 

the Victoria line, to Furnace 

Falls. By the end of 1879, 

Myles was still looking for 

the mother-lode of ore and 

trying to finish the railway. 

Work stopped for the winter 

of 1879 and never resumed: 

Myles was broke! 

The next rider on the merry-

go-round was the most fa-

mous: Charles J. Pusey. An 

Thereôs Iron in Them There Hills: The Snowdon Iron Mines 
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American railway promoter, 

he liked the combination of 

rails & minerals and bought 

out Myles.  He brought in 

many other investors, includ-

ing Henry Howland. Pusey 

finished the railway, first to 

Furnace Falls, then on to Iron-

dale. Pusey surveyed the area, 

found several larger deposits 

further north and eventually 

switched his operations to the 

new hamlet of Devilôs Creek, 

now renamed Irondale.  Ex-

citement gripped the whole 

area, fed by Puseyôs enthusi-

asm (and money). Kinmount 

residents marked July 9, 1880 

on their calendars: the day 

when 8 carloads of Snowdon 

iron rumbled through town on 

their way to American smelt-

ers. They hoped it was the 

first of many.  

Pusey eventually concentrated 

on his ñHowland Mineò on lot 

26, concession 4 Snowdon 

Township near Irondale.  It 

was said the mine went down  

Continued on page 14 

Kinmount Committee For Planning 

and Economic Development  

Is a Proud Sponsor of the  

Kinmount 150th  

 Anniversary Committee  

 

Explore our Heritage...Experience our Charm! 

 

Royal Canadian Legion  

John McGrath  

Branch 441  

Kinmount, Ontario  

705-488-3462 

We will remember them. 

Thank you to our  

Patrons 
 

Tabbed Tape Strip 

 Company 

 

The  Pearson Family 

 

Hugh Kylie 

 

Diane Haggert 

 

If you would like to support 

the Gazette as a patron, please 

contact Yvette Brauer at 

hgbrauer@sympatico.ca or 

705-488-2282. 
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With its long history of fires, 

one would think Kinmount 

would have a long-established 

fire department. But it was not 

until the 1960s that a truly or-

ganized fire department was 

assembled. The earliest fire 

protection was the infamous 

ñbucket brigadeò. This con-

sisted of anyone who had a 

bucket and showed up at the 

fire. In other words, fire fight-

ing was left to luck and chance; 

and they werenôt often very 

good fire fighters. During the 

great fire of 1890, the Lindsay 

Fire Brigade was summoned by 

train. Likewise in the even 

greater fire of 1942, Fenelon 

Falls & Bobcaygeon Fire De-

partments were requested to 

help. But the key to fire fighting 

is quick response, and calling 

for help from neighbouring 

towns just wasnôt the answer. 

The Great Fire of 1942, coupled 

with a big fire in Burnt River in 

1944, led to the call for a local, 

Somerville Township fire ser-

vice. The first steps were tiny: 

purchasing a 4 cylinder gaso-

line water pump towed on a 

small trailer! But it was a start 

and about the same time (1958), 

a Fire Department of dedi-

cated volunteers was organ-

ized in Kinmount. Pressure on 

municipal politicians led to 

the purchase of a 1939 La 

France pumper fire truck from 

the City of Toronto. Rural 

municipalities often could not 

afford new fire trucks, so they 

purchased used equipment 

from larger cities. In 1965, a 

1947 pumper was bought from 

Oshawa (yes, the trucks are 

getting newer!) and the old La 

France was sent to Baddow. 

This pattern was repeated: in 

1977, Kinmount got a con-

verted milk truck, the ô47 

pumper went to Baddow & the 

grand old La France was sta-

tioned in Burnt River!  

Since these early days, a lot of 

trucks have come & gone. 

The 1939 La France is still in 

useé for parades only as a 

heritage truck! Somerville has 

graduated to more ñmodernò 

equipment & techniques. The 

earliest Fire Chief was Austin 

Henderson (1965) followed 

by John Austin, Cliff Suggitt, 

Morace Jones and others. In 

1983, Somerville joined the 

Victoria County Mutual Aid 

System. This allowed for fire 

departments all across the 

area to access aid from one 

another in case of emergen-

cies. I guess it was just the 

formalization of what was 

already done in the past great 

fires! This system has proved 

to be a huge benefit to all 

concerned. 

With the purchase of the first 

fire truck in 1962, a fire hall 

was now necessary. A small 

addition was built on the east 

end of the community hall. As 

the trucks got bigger, a larger 

structure was needed & in 

1979, the present Fire Hall 

(behind the cemetery) was 

built. In the 1970s, Galway 

Township set up its own Fire 

Brigade based on the town-

ship hall on the Galway Road. 

The amalgamation of the City 

of Kawartha Lakes also pro-

duced many changes in the 

fire service.  

The days of the ñgreat firesò 

are hopefully long past. Seri-

ous attempts have been made 

to prevent those conflagra-

tions from ever happening 

again. We should rest easy 

that our community today is 

better prepared by far to face 

such emergencies. It just too 

bad we couldnôt ñroll back the 

clockò to 1942. 
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