Kinmount Gazette

E
MOUNT COMMITTEE FOR PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

5‘.’9-200‘9

iﬁ]NMOUNTé

% &
% 4@
Gty g

June 2010 Issue 7

Volume 2:

History of the Burnt River

Inside this issue:
and one last attempt at th® 3
Line of Somerville (Baddow).
These bridges all suffered de-
struction in the spring flood at

Of all the physical features of was so difficult to bridge the
the Kinmount area, none mighty Burnt, that the Kin-
dominates like the Burnt mount bridge remained the
River. It is the single largest only such structure over the

NEIGHBOURSND FRIENDS 2

barrier in the entire area. It  river for many miles both up- one time or another ; and the MYTHBUSTERS 6
defined the road system, set- stream and downstream. Like- 11" & 3™ Line bridges were
tlement pattern & the actual wise Minden was born on the abandoned.

KINMOUNTKIDS 8

location of Kinmount Vil- spot where the Road crossed The Burnt River (likely) de-
lage. The village of Kin- the equally mighty Gull River. rives its name from the burnt
mount was born at the spot Even today, the next bridges (brown) colour of its water.

the Bobcaygeon Colonizationover the Burnt River north are One theory has it named after
Road crossed the Burnt above Gelert or at Furnace  a huge forest fire that charred
River. The bridge became theFalls. South of town, bridges the whole area just before set-
focal point of the village, eventually were built at thé"9 tlement. Another theory has it
even more sothanthedam Li ne of S o mer vnarhed aefter(sidfzendsdarand s
until the later railway station Si di ng), 11t heorLd npa r(tBiyaInesh st HEAMOUNNANS ih e d o
became the town centre. It  Line), 2 bridges at Burnt River its waters, but both these theo-

SPOTTHEHOTREVISITED 9

THEHOT STOVE 11

ries are false. The fast current
of the River makes it a natural
to collect lots of suspended
soil, dirt if you please, and the
brown colour comes from the
dirt particles being washed

EDITORIAL 19

branches of the Burnt River
that converge just above Kin-

~8 ® ] along. It is no coincidence it mount at the Three Brothers
3 v pRAG R /® s \ was not named Ralls:drondaterBurst{Centre)
KASHAGAWI GAMOG BurN T [ Cl ear o Ri ver ! andDragbranches. The Iron-
. [g%fffffzz | The Burnt River runs from its dale branch is the largest tribu-
y o [ headwaters in to Rosedale tary.
@ ;,i:T‘ P where it empties in Cameron The Burnt River is a
\ 4 € NE Lake. It drains an areaof 1300t umul t uous o ri ve

/

/’Tﬂ\x\eauo L

sq kilometres: a good portion
of eastern Haliburton County

ken by a large number of wa-
terfalls, rapids and chutes

‘ ®  ForTESCuE as well as large chunks of Gal-which make it a challenging
: -ﬁﬁo’:’/wz - . L way & Somerville Townships. course for canoers & kayak-
" FaLS Burnt River Watershed There are 14 dams on the wa- ers; more so if you are travel-
- TR tershed: 13 used by the Trent ling downstr.eam.. Since it has
’ ; Severn canal to control water a steep fall in altitude, the
/ : flow and the dam at Kin- River features a very notice-
More info mount. The Kinmount dam is able current along most of its
r g‘:‘ﬁi";z the property of the MNR and route. The largest falls include
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BACK TO MAIN MAP

may be ter med
dam. It does nothing for the
Trent Canal, but was rather
geared to sawmills at Kin-
mount. There are 3 main

the 3BiothesstFalls riorthafl o

Kinmount & the High Falls

just south of town. However

there are many smaller falls &
Continued on page 3
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Friends and Neighbours: Fenelon Falls¥

Fenelon Falls was a natural  outside markets. Butit was 1882 that the Federal Govern-Nas kept the tourism business
site for a pioneer village. The the arrival of the Victoria ment built locks at Fenelon  thriving. Fenelon Falls village
narrow river crossing betweenRailway in 1873 that powered falls to allow accesstothe now uses the motto
Lakes Cameron & Sturgeon local prosperity. The newdly  upper lakes. By 1920, the Kawarthaso to prom

coupled with a waterfalls en- incorporated village of Trent Canal was completed t0qrist destination.
dowed the village site with Fenelon Falls granted a Georgian Bay and Fenelon

the 2 major advantages for  healthy bonus in return for theFalls became a centre point .

any pioneer village; water-  railway crossing the Kawarthafor the whole system. v@r

power & water transportation. Lakes at the Falls on its way As a result of all these factors
The wlIgge & surrounding north to Kinmount & eventu-  the village of Fenelon Falls 'c"";jf"
township were named after  ally Haliburton. It was a good p5omed. The waterfront along nelon Falls

the Abbe Fenelon, a French investment as Fenelon Falls Ta
missionary/explorer who trav- boomed as never before. Wl'[hthe falls was crowded with A8/ \ r '\
elled around the future prov- lots of good pine floated down™Mills & factories. Magnificent| [ "@g 1

ince of Ontario in the 1660s.  the Burnt & Gull Rivers from two & three story busmesses%} \j: 1
But Fenelon Falls received  Haliburton, Fenelon quickly lined the main street. Steam g
explorers as early as 1617  became a mill town. Soon 3  boats stopped at regular inter-
when the famous Samuel de huge mills were operating in yals. Prosperity was every-
Champlain po_rtaged around the vicinity of the Falls: J.D. where. Eventually the timber _ .
the Falls on his way to do Smith & Co (9,000,000 board ran out & the mills disap- Main Street Fenelon Falls circa
battle with the Iroquois. His  feet), Hilliard & Mowray 1800. Locks in the bottom left
diary records the images of a (4,000,000) and Green & Ellis Péared. The railway was dis- hand corner

raw waterfall in an unspoiled (5,000,000) . That was a lot ofcontinued, but the Trent Canal

(and abandoned) land. The prime pine lumber in one

site was originally called year! Green & Ellis also built

Cameronds Fal lamilaKithneount, @osen to a

Cameron, a prominent politi- the action to avoid that extra
cian who was granted large  float down the Burnt River. It
tracts of land in the vicinity.  is now the Austin Sawmill.
But the real founder of All these early mills fed off
Fenelon Falls was James Walthe waterpower of the Falls.
lis, an English entrepreneur  This same Falls also attractec
who recognized the natural  early hydreelectric plants: -
advantages. Wallis built a supplying power all over the
grist mill & saw mill. When area and even as far as Lind-
lack of easy transportation  say. The Falls also had its
hampered the lumber indus- down side. For years, the vil-
try, Wallis built a steamship, lage of Fenelon Falls was the
the Ogemabh, to tow his lum- western terminus of the early
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ber to Port Perryandthence Tr ent Canal . LU Wasnor unti i
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87 Bobcaygeon Rd., Box 654
Minden, ON KOM 2KO

Main Street, Kinmount 705-488-1148 (705) 2861642
mindenwinestore@hotmail.com

Downtown Minden, beside CI1BC
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History of the Burnt River, continued from page 1

rapids including Furnace exercise. In the early days, éor foolish?) of lumber work- use until the lumbermen
Fall s & Jac ob daft with atdathefrhorses arts.hAt the many waterfalls & moved on. By the early 1900s,
of the village & Low Falls & a capstan would likely warpespecially rapids, the logs  the last of the big log drives
Falls south of town. After the the booms of logs across theould often catch on the rocksvere gone, but sawmills at
Burnt River tumbles over the lake until they could be sent& create a log jam. SometimeKinmount & Burnt River still
High Falls, it leaves the Canadown the outlet river (to thethe jam could be freed beforeused the Burnt to float its raw
dian Shield or granite land- next lake!). Eventually, the it grew to mammoth propor- material to the mill. The logs
form and becomes noticeablyi al | i gat or s tliaghs but op othettivesr. tn-wer e often fistored
less turbulent. The little falls placed the noble horse. Thisuch circumstances, jam until their turn with the saw

at Burnt River village is the  mini-tugboat simply towed crackers were broughtinto came. Thus the Burnt River
head of navigation from Cam-the boom of logs across theclear the mess. Usually there would be filled with sawlogs
eron Lake: the furthest point lake. The Alligator could was al digkda yt h a tmost of theesummer. Even as
where boats can reach without v.en fAwar po ipredfeee, allowed therjamdorate as 1970, booms filled with
a portage. to the next lake on some  dissolve. Attimes, the jam logs were still a sight in town.
As a water transport route, thesmaller portages. The only broke up too quickly for the The River also serves the area
Burnt River was essentially place these aids were usedcracker or drivers to safely  residents in other ways. The
useless. Too many waterfalls on the Burnt River water- escape. In such times, tragic village always had a town

& rapids obstructed the river shed was from Haliburton consequences were often theswimming hole. In winter, its
north of Burnt River village to (Head Lake) to Ingoldsby result. The many rapids &  frozen surface became a

make water transport of good¢Kashawogawigawog Lake)waterfalls of the Burnt River hockey rink if weather permit-
practical. To the pioneer mov-After that is was downhill  claimed its share of victims; irted. But the turbulent nature of
ing north, it followed a wan- all the way on the Drag fact, these trouble spots werethe Burnt River made safe ice
dering, torturous course freelyBurnt branch. The Central &ften graded by the number o& precarious affair, and local
interspersed with fallen trees: Irondale branches involved graves that filled their little  residents have always been
blocked by waterfalls and no lakes & hence no aids. impromptu cemeteries. The wary of the River. This wari-
featuring a fierce current. No Yes, the falls & rapids were Hawk River Chute in Stan-  ness has meant drowning in
doubt a few fur trappers pad- a nuisance, but to the cest hope Township was the mostthe River have been quite rare.
dled north to reap furs from conscious lumberman, speethngerous in the area: its  In fact, area lakes & smaller
the rich Haliburton trapping was a bonus! cemetery contained 11 gravestreams are more often hazard-
grounds, but most early trap- The log drives oftentooka The Devi | 6 s C bus drewniagtsites simpiyp d a |l e
pers preferred the more placiccouple of monthstopass me mor i al i zed Because pebpledet their guard 0
Gull River route into the Hali- through Kinmount Village. last resting place. The High down.

burton Highlands. Of course the logs were  Falls south of Kinmount had aThe Burnt River was a noted
Likewise the Burnt Riverwasf or ced t o g o leisb3/barials. Lifa was daa-rfighing spot for the local an-
useless as a cadge route for Stop logs were removed to gerous on the River Drive.  glers. The dam created a

the lumbermen. There sup- form a spillway and sweat- The earliest lumbermennotedi| ake o with deep w
plies were drawn by horse & ing river drivers would pushlow water levels as problem way up to the 3 Br
wagon up the Bobcaygeon the logs on their way with for their log drives. After the and was the haunt of muskies,
Road to the winter shanties. long pike poles. Often dif- spring flood or freshet passegickerel, bass & trout to name
But the Burnt Riverwases- f er ent ¢ o mp a rihe Busnbslowed downl& bie-vthe gost popular species. The
sential to the lumber industry would get mixed together atcame full of obstacles like ~ dam was always a popular

as a route the cut logs trav- the dam and the drivers weigeadheads, rocks, sandbars, spot, but many local anglers
elled on the way south to the forced to sort the logs. Eacletc. But this problem could bekept small boats above the
mills along the Kawartha company stamped its prop-fixed by creating a series of dam to fish upstream. Down-
Lakes. In fact, the Burnt Rivererty with a brand simply by dams at key points. These  stream, trout & pickerel were
route was preferable to the hammering the log with a dams could store water &  the favourite catches. The

Gull route simply because of hammer bearing its brand. Arolong the spring flood until smaller tributaries of the Burnt
its fastpaced current and lackstone sorting jack was built the log drives had passed. Theere often filled with trout in

of large lakes. On the Gull  on the west side of the riverdams also kept the water levetlse spring. The Burnt around
system, it was necessary to to help sort the logs. River higher at key points like Kin- Kinmount was rather unique in
iwar po or t ow drvihgevad agangeroasc rmounts& Ingoldsby. Many  that it featured both cold water
the still lakes. This was a profession, practiced only bpther minor dams were built irfish (trout) and warm water
painfull & time consuming  the bravest and most skilledvarious places for temporary fish (muskie & pickerel). In
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History of the Burnt River, continued from page 3

recent times, fishinguponthe of t en fi |l | ed

Burnt has declined asthefish st ances o or
stocks have almost disap-
peared due t o a variety of

reasons.

of Kinmount. The pioneers
preferred wells to the dark

worse!). Upstream farmers

etc in the river. It was not

stables along the riverbank

waters of the River. Not only complete with trapdoors for

iy

wri urhe .A fButeiigm Rivedveaterdas residentsl&d ,
g alardemasgpelies(obwater are businesses of the village.
necessary for the modern

Che 19§ and thgsp g st

From left: High
Falls, south of

Burnt River;
Three Brothers
Falls, north of

the Burnt River
Canoe Route

YOUR HOME
COMFORT

Trish Gautreau
First Aid Instructor/Examiner

Located in Irondale, On
Will travel to your workplace
705-447-3111

trishgautreau@sympatico.ca

ST
Flﬂp

* SALES » SERVICE
* RENTALS * SUPPLIES

* CHEMICALS

LEISURE PRODUCTS {705 286-3100
A » Completely Portable

Y T
SAUNACOR? * Saunas & Equipment

Rod Titus

1009 County Rd. 21, Minden tubbysGbelinet ca
[Comer of Hwy. #35) www.tubbyslessuraproducts.com

Summer Hrs.

Mon - Thurs
Noon -8pm

Fri & Sat.
Noon - 9pm

Sunday
closed

e = =

ﬁe&%&%@ e a:;;t
Plzz A e Wraps

e Wi
105 488-2029 S

e

Kinmount Artisans

Marketplace
Celebrating 10 years in 2009
Local Fine Art and Handcrafts
Lower Level
Kinmount Community Centre,
On City Rd. 45 W. at 121
Kinmount, Ontario, Canada
www.kinmountartisans.ca
Phone (705) 488 -1414
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Today, the log drives are long
often dumped manure, trash, homes. Improved water filtra-done. The Burnt River is the
tion systems made exploita- ha.nt of the canoer, the fish-
The Burnt River still serves as unusual to see a dead cow or tion of the River practicable,
a water source for the village horse floating downthe River.,.and by
Hotels on the Main Streethad wa t er sy st e mo 2dpiedhe wajerfigniview., _
tion. Today, a much improved
pumphouse has been con-

was the water diwiaakk ofidibsup o s adtrictedtd cortvdrt ¢he Buent

Kinmount on the

Kinmount on the
Burnt River both
are portages on
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Bridges of Kinmount

Throughout its history, the the same site. later Monck Road. By 1878,  the bridge was wholly within
village of Kinmount has The first bridge was built dur- the original pioneer bridge Victoria County and was
hosted 4 bridges over the ing the spring & summerof wa s fftomotr . By theBefofe its responsibility.
mighty Burnt River . The 1858. The Bobcaygeon Roadwas time for a new bridge.  victoria argued the bridge
Bobcaygeon Road was sur- had not yet reached the RiverThereupon hangs a tale. The was a necessary deviation
veyed due north from Bob-  but the bridge was began Bobcaygeon Road (bridges  from the actual boundary due
caygeon in 1856 with North early since it was so major a included) was a shared countyto topographical problems.
Bay as its (possible) terminusproject. The work camp was road with Peterborough & Peterborough returned it was
It was designed to follow the built on the site of the presentVictoria County sharing costs. practical to run the Road

old survey line that formed Legion & the bridge was Peterborough refused to shareglong the actual county line.
the boundary between Victo- completed by September the cost of the new bridge.  Victoria countered Little Lake
ria & Peterborough Counties 1858. A government official  Victoria County took them to  ypstream made this impracti

to their northern limits. This described the first bridge court. Peterborough argued Continued on page 10
course led to the Road cross-t hus | y: i Burnt River is here

ing the Burnt River at the spanned by a wooden bridge

future village of Kinmount.  standing firm at the present The Kinmount Committee For

The actual course of the Roadime. Queen posts and strair]
was moved west from the ing beams support the road-

Planning and Economic Development

county line in the actual vil- way. There are log end abut Is a Proud Sponsor of the Kinmount Gazette

lage because the topography ments and two intermediate Explore our Heritag
of the true boundary line piers with their cutwaters Experience our Charm!

would have had to crossthe si del ong t o tlhe currento . .

River several times in a mile. Traffic was heavy on the firs Come out and join the

Besides, an excellent crossindgridge; all the traffic from thg Kinmount Canada Day Festivities

site was found right at the  well-travelled Bobcaygeon Sunday, July 27th at 5 PM & Fireworks at Dusk
present bridge site. All Road passed over its timber

. . ; Kinmount Fairgrounds
bridges in town have been onas well as traffic from the 9

! Thank You To Our
Volume 2 Patrons
a Diane Haggert

Royal Canadian Legion a In memory of Dick
John McGrath Hilyer
Branch 441 a In memory of Isabelle
Kinmount, Ontario McKinnon
7054883462 a An Anonymous Fan

a The Stovers

a Crystal Lake Cottagers
Association

a Doris Ogley

Would You Like to be a

Patron?

If you would like to support the Ga-
zette Volume 2 as a patroriepse
send your donation to Kinmount Ga
zette, Advertising & Finance, c/o
Yvette Brauer, P.O. Box 17,
Kinmount, On KOM 2A0
(hgbrauer@sympatico.ca).
Cheques should be made payable t
K.C.P.E.D.

The OId Iron Bridge, 1908949 (3rd in a series of 4
bridges)

=)
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Myth Busters: The Big One That Didnodot G

unique species in negotiations to secure a sup-

in recent years. ply of the local delicacy. Ga-

A quick study zette staff investigated the va-

of this photo  lidity of this photo as it was

showsthatit Suspect due to the fishermanods

was taken chosen attire. Everyone knowsThe Kinmount Brownies and

somewhereup t hat real fi s h gigndsefited apickidtiuckwe a r

river from Kin- White. As of press time, the  with the spoils of Pitch In

mount.  The results of our independent study?@y held on May 1st. Here

species which Were unavailable. Please see Lhe)é are Efter all of their

is unique to future Gazettes for updates. ard-wor

this region of

Ontario can

grow up to 2

- metres in
?‘ L length and

2 e weigh between &

For years local fishermen have 7580 Ipbs. It feeds on large a

sought after the elusive Uber- phibians such as frogs, Canad
Large Mouth Bass of the Burnt Geese and small domestic ma
River. This fishermen who hailsnals that happen to be on sho

from Minden, asked to remain The Uber Large Mouth Bass 0

anonymous as he did not want the Burnt River has recently
requests for the whereabouts ofyeen featured on Hinterland
his secret fishing hole where heswh 0 6 s Wh o .

has caught four others of this

0Kozi e ||T amecnlght

\ Af"if,i. | Total Foot Care Mania
umn And Sms ud Sabine Henderson July 17th
4 H.C.A. Certified

COUNTY RD. 45 W Vendors Wanted
Kinvioun, On, Call 705-488-2205
705.488.2061 For appointment Please contact
~100- Yvette Brauer
8_7 7 '468'361 488-2282 for more
WWW.jaustimanasons.com information or to

book your spot.

Paints and Srain s ~ Plumbing ~ Blectrical ~ Durch Qualiry Srone Products ~ Vinyl and Prefinished
Wood Sidings ~ Drywall - Cusrom Builr Docks ~ Dock Floats and Hardware ~ And much more....

|
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)
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Spruce, Pressure Treared and Cedar Lumber ~ Plywood ~ CRC Shingles ~ Sreel Roofing ~ CIL "A
£ = .

*

*

Your Trusted Bldiag Supply Partner

building centres
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John McGrath Branch 441 Royal Canadian Legion Kinmount by Cathy King Cu“nary CUpboard

We had a busy start to the month of May withAuction and are pleased to report our favougveryone loves this pretty salad
our Branch and Ladies Auxiliary dinner andite auctioneer, Doug will be leading us thaghat's topped with strawberries and
Honours and Awards on May'1 Our Ladies evening. Advance tickets will be availablesjiced almonds. With just a few
Aucxiliary are to be commended for putting onsoon. ingredients, it's loaded with fla-
such a delicious dinner with all the trimmingsJune 28 is the Legion Giant Yard Sale.your.

that evening. Our special guests, Deputy Zon®endor tables are available to rent at a very

Commander Jackie Walter, Zone Honours &easonable price. 3 cups fresh spinach

Awards Chair Harold Prowse and LadiesAlthough the winter dart leagues have come 1/2 cup sliced strawberries
Auxiliary Zone Commander Bernice Owensto an end, Wednesday Mixed Summer Drop  1/4 cup sliced almonds

were on hand that evening to help present thn Darts has started. Whether you are a new 1 tablespoon cider vinegar
awards. Congratulations to award recipient®r seasoned dart player, why not come out 1 tablespoon honey

and to all our volunteers for their hard workand join us at 7:30 p.m. for an evening of fun 1 1/2 teaspoons sugar
throughout the year. The branch annual nomidarts?

nations and elections took place on Md§. 2 For information on any of our events pleasg, 5 large bowl, combine the spin-
Our outgoing executive are to be commendedall the legion at 488462. ach, strawberries and almonds. In
for their hard work over the past year. ConWe are pleased to advise that our Ladi%sjar with a tightfitting lid, com-
gratulations and best wishes to our Presidenfuxiliary will be once again be running the,,; ; .
Mary Lou Ferguson and the incoming execuChi | dr ends/ Fami |l vy Felzwfk(teh%glln%@o;:é zgd%fgua adr, e\
tive and volunteers in the upcoming year. Monday starting July'§ and the ladies are ss to coa.t Serve immediatel

In addition to our ongoing events:Friday planning a Trash and Treasure Sale on Juyly ' y
night bingo with a $300 jackpot; Tuesdayl17". erves 4.

lunches and Saturday meat draws, we have \Whether you are a sports enthusiast, a bingo

number of special events planned for theplayer a garage sale follower or a fan gfootnote: Nutritional Analysis:

weeks ahead: auctions, we have a variety of eventg/4 cup equals 74 calories, 4 g fat
Mark your calendar for Saturday Juné"i® planned for your enjoyment this summer. (trace saturated fat), O cholesterol,
we are having a dinner and Loonie/Toonie 98 mg sodium, 9 g carbohydrate, 1

g fiber, 2 g protein. Diabetic Ex-
changes: 2 vegetable, 1/2 fat.

Cooking Q & A

Can you recommend a good way
to store salads? Sheri

Insert a dampened paper towel to
salads stored in plastic bags or
bowls covered with plastic wrap
and refrigerate. Using this method
you can prepare salads a day

ahead of time. Salads will remain
Around the Town clockwise from  crisp & fresh.

top: the Railway Station gets a new
roof; the street work begins;

Rachel Scott, Emily Pearson and
Meg Scott take ribbons at the first

Victoria Pony Club.
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