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The 2020 Tornado Revisited 

It was a year ago on August 2, that Kin-
mount Village was swatted by a tornado. 
This was the third time the village had 
felt the wrath of Mother Nature, at least 
in my lifetime. The first tornado had 
uprooted a few trees and blew down 
power lines in the 1980s. Other than 
power interruptions, the first one had left 
little damage.  
The second blast in 2006 had closed the 
roads south of town and took down sev-
eral buildings. My neighbours barn was 
one casualty. The tornado cut quite a 
swath of damage all the way over to 
Cavendish where downed trees really 
left a mess. 
The 2020 tornado: I will let the pho-
tos and your memories define the 
latest blast. Photos: After tornado; 
Landscape now in 2021 

Barn Quilt Tour Coming This Fall 

The Kinmount Barn Quilt Trail will 
be going ahead this Fall. A number of 
residents have expressed their desire 
to participate in this project. The Barn 
Quilt Trail is a tour of local properties 
of significance who have a ñquiltò 
design (painted on sign board) on 
their property. A few quilt designs are 
shown on this page. The quilt designs 
will be organized as a walking/
driving tour. The committee will co-
ordinate the design, painting and 
hanging of this sign. This trail shows 
off the history, geography and scen-
ery of our community.  
For further information or to join the 
tour, please contact Guy Scott at 705-
488-3182 or gdsscott@mail.com.  
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Friends and Neighbours: Ghost Towns along Hastings Colonization Road 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The next settlement up the Hastings Road 
(moving north) was the hamlet of Jellyôs 
Rapids. The rapids were named after the 
founding ñJellyò family and not the sweet 
spread. The Jellys built a sawmill on the 
Beaver River. The name was changed to 
Glanmire, after a place in Ireland. Glanmire 
in Gaelic means ñvalley of the small fishò. 
The largest bridge on the whole Hastings 
Road is at Glanmire where the Beaver Riv-
er crosses the Road. The Beaver River at 
the bridge is called the ñDisappearing Riv-
erò. At the low water season, the river dis-
appears from view thanks to an under-
ground channel. It simply vanishes for sev-
eral hundred yards to reappear again down-
stream. You can hear the  river, but you 
cannot see it! The only remaining site from 
Glanmire is St Margarets Cemetery. At one 
time a huge Anglican Church marked the 
spot, but it was abandoned and torn down 
in the 1970s. The cemetery that surrounded 
the old church is still in use. 
Thanet 
Next along the Road was the communi-
ty of Thanet. It was named after an is-
land in England. The post office was 
registered in 1865, but no real town 
ever existed. All that remains today is a 
small cemetery along the Hastings 
Road. 
Murphyôs Corners 
This cross road marks the spot where 4 
townships meet: Tudor. Limerick, Wol-
laston and Lake. The Murphy Family 
settled at the crossroads and thus the 
name ñMurphyôs Cornersò. There were 
few settlers in the area, and the ñbetterò 

About the same time as settlers were lo-
cating along the Bobcaygeon Coloniza-
tion Road at Kinmount, the Hastings 
Road was attracting settlers to northern 
Hastings County as well. The Hastings 
Road commenced at Madoc and eventual-
ly joined the Ottawa & Opeongo Coloni-
zation Road. The path of this old road is 
closely mirrored by Highway #62 today. 
But the new highway mostly follows a 
different course, several miles to the east 
of the old Hastings Road. Travellers to-
day will notice there are no villages and 
few buildings along Highway #62 be-
tween Madoc and LôAmble. This is be-
cause the old, original hamlets are isolat-
ed to the west of the  new highway along 
the original colonization road. These 
small towns and settlements were off the 
new road and eventually withered away 
into ghost towns. The  old Hastings Road 
is still open to traffic, but has that 
ñabandonedò feel to it. It makes a good 
drive! 
Millbridge 
Leaving Madoc, the first stop on the Has-
tings Colonization Road was a crossing of 
the River Jordan. The resulting bridge and 
a handy waterfall, 16 miles from Madoc, 
made the site a prime spot for a settle-
ment. It was originally called Jordan 
when a post office was established in 
1860, but the name was later changed to 
Millbridge. I guess the reader can figure 
out where the name came from. One of 
the first store-keepers was Capt Norman, 
late of the British Army, who wore his 
military uniform whilst on the job. The 
business was run with military disciple 
and precision.  
The village of Millbridge prospered 
for a while, thanks to traffic on the 
Road, the lumber industry and the 
arrival of the Central Ontario Rail-
way. The railway ñmissedò Mill-
bridge by a few miles, but it was 
close enough to have its own station. 
After COR railway took a more east-
erly route and did not touch any of 
the Hasting Road communities until 
Coe Hill.  But the land was poor for 
farming, and most lots were soon 
abandoned. Some settlers moved to 
better land elsewhere, but many 
simply moved ñup the Roadò to seek 
better land. Millbridge is really not a 
ghost town today. Its proximity to 
Madoc has made it a bedroom com-
munity and it contains a sizeable pop-
ulation.  
Glanmire 

farmland began to the north near Ormsby. 
The settlers concentrated around Coe Hill, the 
Ridge and on north to Bancroft. The last 
building at Murphyôs Corners was a gas sta-
tion, still visible.  
After Murphyôs Corners, the next stop was 
Ormsby, detailed in the last Gazette. Ormsby, 
or Ormsby Junction as it was called after the 
railway arrived, was the largest community 
on the old Hastings Road between Madoc and 
Bancroft. Besides lumbering and agriculture, 
the area north and west of Ormsby was min-
ing country. In this case, iron ore was the 
commodity. Mines sprang up at Coe Hill and 
Bessemer. But that is another story.  

Clockwise from top: Thanet Pioneer Cemetery; 
The famous Hoganôs Hotel; Bridge over Beaver 
Creek at Glanmire; Glanmire: Disappearing 
River. Somewhere under the rock, the river runs 
underground! 
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FREE DELIVERY WITHIN  
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z ¢¦v2 ·ˊ9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. 

z¦`2 ·ˊ -Zfz82  

Left:  Remains of 
Church and active 
cemetery at Glan-
mire 
 
 

Millbridge Station circa 1905; abandoned farmstead at Glanmire; 
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Austin Sawmill History 

The sawmill industry was always im-
portant to Kinmount history. John Hunter, 
founder of the village, was in the sawmill 
business. He built the first mill on the east 
side of the little waterfall in town. But 
without transportation to the outside 
world, the little Hunter Mill only operated 
part time for the local market. But the 
location on the Burnt River was a prime 
spot and the arrival of the Victoria Rail-
way (1876) was to change the lumber 
industry in the area. The railway passed 
through Kinmount on its way to Halibur-
ton and made the village a prime location 
for sawmills. Logs could be brought to 
town via the Burnt River. The Hunter 
Mill used water power from the dam to 
saw the logs. And the resulting products 
could be loaded on railway cars that were 
brought right to the mill doors. It was an 
ideal set up. 
In 1871, John Hunter went bankrupt and 
sold his holdings to the Cluxton Family. 
Prior to the railway arrival, the sawmill 
was on the east side of the Burnt River. 
The imminent arrival of the Railway led 
the Cluxton Family to lease a piece of 
property (Block O) on the west bank of 
the Burnt River to Greene & Ellis, a lum-
ber firm based in Fenelon Falls. Block O 
lay between the River and the Railway: 
an ideal site! They proceeded to build a 
large mill that w as ready for action by 
1875.  Greene & Ellis operated the mill 
for about 10 years, either by themselves 
or leasing the big mill to various other 
managers.  
In the mid 1880s, John Austin Sr, also a 
lumberman from Fenelon Falls, leased the 
Greene & Ellis mill. He went into partner-
ship with W Craig and the firm of Craig 
& Austin was born. The new owners en-
larged and improved the big mill over the 
years until it became one of the largest in 
Victoria County. A newspaper article in 
the Watchman-Warder (Lindsay) in 1900 
records the health of the lumber industry. 

The article is titled ñthe Past Season 
has Made a Record in the Lumber 
Cutting of this Districtò. It lists 
facts about four of the largest 
sawmills in the area. The Craig & 
Austin Mill at Kinmount is includ-
ed. 
ñMany people have no idea that 
a mill at Kinmount cuts more 
than half as much as our biggest 
town (Lindsay) concerns. But it 
does. It is Mr John Austinôs 
mill. Last season (1900) it ran 
from March to December and 
cut 3,000,000 feet of lumber, 
15,000 railway ties and 
5,000,000 shingles. Last spring 
new elevators were put across 
the river to convey the 
sawdust, and before work 
begins again, a big new 
kiln to burn it will be 
erected. Mr Austin had 
two men in the woods 
peeling tan bark all sum-
mer. Of that 400 cords 
were sold at Huntsville 
and the rest were sent to 
other points. It is dear now 
and more is being collect-
ed. Hemlock bark is worth more than 
the log. It is an advantage to have it 
peeled for the log floats better. 
Mr Austin shipped 300,000 feet of 
hardwood lumber to the States, where 
it brings a higher price. It was chiefly 
ash and maple. 
Not long ago, Mr Austin bought large 
pine limits from the Canada Land 
Company, which is the successor of 
the English Land Company and owns 
9 townships in Haliburton County 
(Dysart et al). He has camps on these 
limits in Dysart and Dudley this win-
ter. The former camp has the Burnt 
River through the centre and the Hali-

Continued p. 6 

Craig & Austin Sawmill, before the fire of 1908. 
The ñlighthouseò structure in the middle of the 
river is to burn off excess sawdust. This was mill 
#1 1875-1908; In 1928, a quick spring snow 
melt caused a huge flood. Saw logs caught in 
the dam and flooded the main street. Eventually 
the dam gave way and released a torrent of wa-
ter down the Burnt River. Every bridge below 
Kinmount was washed away! The mill pictured 
here was the second mill (1908-1942). It burnt 
in the Great Fire of 1942; View of sawmill from 
east bank of the river. Plenty of sheds and rail-
way cars! And logs in the river! The logs were 
stored in the Burnt River all summer until they 
were sawn. There were booms scattered all up 
the  river! 
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had brought little benefit to the 
country. Besides, no funds were 
designated for assisting immi-
grants from one part of the coun-
try to another. The situation 
seemed hopeless until Lord Duf-
ferin, the Governor-General inter-
cede. He had visited Iceland when 
a young man and had great admi-
ration for the islanders. He point-
ed out that the Department of Ag-
riculture might legitimately help 
to establish these settlers on West-
ern farmlands. On his request, the 
department financed a delegation 
to go West to select a suitable 
location for a colony. 
A meeting was held at Kinmount 
on May 30, 1875. Sigtryggur 
Jonasson, John Taylor and Einar 
Jonasson were elected as a com-
mittee. Federal assistance was on 
condition that Taylor be part of 
any deputation. Two other men 
joined the exploration party, offer-
ing to pay their own way. They 
left Kinmount early, whereas the 
committee left on the 2nd day of 
July for Winnipeg.ò 

Icelanders Part VII 

VICTORIA APIARIES    LOCAL HONEY 
705 928 9699 

Kinmount Farmer's Market May - October 
Farm gate sales by appointment 

By the summer of 1875, the Ice-
landic settlement at Kinmount was 
falling apart. The ñIcelanders of 
Kinmount: An experiment in Settle-
mentò by Don Gislason takes up the 
story. 
ñOn May 29th, 1975 Jonasson sub-
mitted a household account to the 
Department of Immigration in To-
ronto. Of the original 352 passen-
gers from the St Patrick, only 115 
remained in the shanties and 53 on  
farms in adjacent townships. And 
24 had died. The rest had gone to 
places such as Lindsay, Cambray, 
Omemee and Toronto for work in 
sawmills, as general labourers and 
domestics. Also quite a number 
were already in Nova Scotia. The 
community was drifting apart.  
Leave taking for Nova Scotia was 
noted by the Fenelon falls Gazette. 
As early as the end of March, 
ñyellow journalismò made its ugly 
appearance. The editor made sport 
of sleighloads of Icelanders passing 
through the village emigrating on 
masse to Nova Scotia. But most of 
them were on-route elsewhere, hop-
ing to find work in places like 
Millbrook, a railway and mill town 
25 miles southeast of Lindsay. As it 
turned out, 35 of them lived there 
for about 12 weeks, scraping to-
gether enough money for their trip 
to Nova Scotia. Two young couples 
even stayed there for two years 
before moving West. 
By the early spring it had 
become abundantly clear that 
remaining in Ontario would 
not do. Stories of free home-
steads with rich soil in Mani-
toba were running unabated 
in Ontario. ñNorthwest Fe-
verò inspired Canadians and 
immigrants alike to move on. 
At this juncture John Taylor 
and Sigtryggur Jonasson hur-
ried to Ottawa, seeking sup-
port from the government 
towards es-
tablishing a 
colony there. 
At first, offi-
cials showed 
little interest. 
Up to this 
point it was 
generally 
viewed that 
Icelanders 

Top:  Only one family remained in Kinmount after the 1875 migration to 
Gimli. Thomas Bradburn was an English weaver who married an Icelandic 
girl called Gudrun. They farmed between Burnt River and Kinmount on a 
farm later occupied by the Cavanaugh Family. By 1890, even they had suc-
cumbed to Northwest Fever and moved to Manitoba. Bottom:  Over 100 years 
later, a Bradburn descendent returned to check out the old homestead. Else 
Krisjansen poses with the editor at the old Bradburn farm. She was currently 
living in North Dakota. Years later her daughter returned for a ñvisitò.  
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Austin Sawmill History continued from p. 4 
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https://covid-19.ontario.ca/assessment-centre-locations 

 

burton Railway within 200 yards (at 
Donald), and the latte r camp is 6 
miles from Bancroft. The drive will 
come from Dysart in two weeks, 
and from Dudley, it will take 6 
weeks to two months.ò 
The first mill burnt on January 
17,1908. It was a total loss. The 
Watchman-Warder recorded the 
event: 
ñThe blowing of the whistle at the 
butter dish factory and the ringing of 
the bell on the English Church 
awoke the sleeping citizens of this 
burg by the mountain on Wednes-
day morning last at about 3:00 am to 
the realization Craig & Austinôs fine 
mill was in flames. A large crowd 
gathered ready to render any assis-
tance, but nothing could be done to 
save the mill. The wind was very 
favourable and blowing a gale from 
the southwest, so that the lumber 
yard and the shingle sheds were 
safe. Messrs Craig and Austin were 
heavy losers as they only had a 
small insurance on the mill which 
was undergoing extensive repairs. 
The fire is supposed to have been 
caused by a tramp passing a night in 
the mill, and having a fire in a stove 
in the shingle packing room. It is 
hoped the firm will rebuild as it 
would be a distinct loss to the vil-
lage if this industry is not running 
during the coming season.ò 
The Lindsay Post added the mill and 
machinery were valued at $12,000, 
but insurance was only $2,000. The 

mill was rebuilt and operational 
within the year. And the partnership 
was dissolved in November (1908) 
when John Austin bought out the 
Craig share. The Craigs left town 
and moved to Blind River where 
they continued in the lumber busi-
ness.  
The second mill lasted until 1942, 
when it was destroyed in the Great 
Fire of 1942. The fire actually start-
ed in the sawdust piles and thanks to 
another southwest gale, the fire 
burnt out the entire main street of 
the village. Only the railway station 
was spared. Mill #3, the current 
mill, was assembled after the 1942 
fire. It was a used mill, purchased 
from another company and reassem-
bled in Kinmount. 
The Austin sawmill continued to 
operate until the late 1970s. It was 
closed and sat idle until the 1990s 
when the mill was restored and a 
park created in 1995. A video, mural 
and historical story boards have 
been added recently.  

The Austin Sawmill  as it stands today. 
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Last Monthôs Spot the Shot: 
Lochlin United Church 
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Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

Spotlight on a Lion: David Anderson 

 

Anyone Can Join 

The best known Lion in the 
Club: LION David Anderson 
If you are part of a Kinmount 
Lions event you will quickly real-
ise that almost everyone living in 
town or that drove through Kin-
mount knows Lion Dave. This 
popularity is because of his many 
years working as a gas station 
attendant at the last gas station in 
town. Be it for your car, bus, 
truck, ATV or snowmobile if you 
got gas in Kinmount you met 
Dave. When selling Lions draw 
tickets with Dave in any of the 
towns near Kinmount you can 
expect to hear a lot of: ñHey, 
Dave!ò, ñDidnôt you sell gas in 
Kinmount?ò, or ñHi Dave, what 
are you doing now?ò Even 
though the gas station has been 
closed for years, everybody re-
members Dave. It seems the sit-
com Cheers had Norm! and we 
have Dave! 
David became a Lion in 1993 and 
joining the Club allowed him to 
grow and develop his leadership 

skills. Over the years Lion 
Dave has held most positions in 
the Club including many terms as 
Club Secretary or President. 
From 2010 to 2012 Lion Dave 
stepped up to the challenge of 
becoming a Zone Chairperson for 
all the Lions Clubs in our area. A 

few years ago, Lion David was hon-
oured by the Club with a Melvin 
Jones Fellowship, and has received 
numerous awards for his long-
running dedication. Dave lives with 
his mother Jean and can be seen in 
town when he goes out daily to pick 
up the mail and meet neighbours and 
friends. Until the recent COVID crisis 
he worked at the garden centre of 
Strangôs Valumart in Bobcaygeon. 
Over the years Lion Dave has also 
volunteered for many local groups 
but the Kinmount Lions Club and the 
St. James Anglican Church are clear-
ly the closest to his heart. Lion Dave 
is currently running our Clubôs Kin-
mount Citizen of the Year award pro-
cess and is receiving submissions 
from residents.  
Dave is a Lion through and through 
and the Kinmount Lions Club is 
proud to call him an important part of 
its family. 


