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Kinmount Railway Station Wins Architectural Award 

Toronto, ON ï The Ontario 
Association of Architects 
(OAA) celebrated World 
Architecture Day a bit differ-
ently this year. Traditionally, 
the OAA marks the occasion 
(which falls annually on the 
first Monday in October) with 
a reception at Queenôs Park 
for Members of Provincial 
Parliament to reveal the yearôs 
Queenôs Park Picks. The 
event is a unique opportunity 
to showcase outstanding ex-
amples of Ontario architecture 
through the nominations of 
passionate MPPs across the 
province. 
However, in light of COVID-
19 and in the interest of public 
safety, the OAA quickly 
pivoted, bringing the annual 
Queenôs Park Picks event 
online to ensure exemplary 
structures continue to be cele-
brated. This yearôs theme, 
ñToward a Better Urban 
Futureò strikes a particularly 
poignant chord. The 
OAA strongly believes 
architecture 
plays a central role in 
meeting the many com-
plex and intersecting 
challenges facing com-
munities, including eco-
nomic recovery, im-
proved healthcare facili-
ties, and climate 
resilience. Foreground-
ing the positive impact 
of the built environment 
remains a  Cont. on p. 5 
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Friends and Neighbours: Vankoughnet  
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Vankoughnet was tied via the Peterson 
Road west to Bracebridge.  
There was a smattering of passable 
farmland in the area and several farms 
operated along the Peterson Road 
around Black and Clear Lakes. East of 
Vankoughnet, the Peterson was largely 
abandoned. The community was 
named after Phillip Vankoughnet, 
Commissioner of Crown Lands 
(settlement) in the 1860s.  
The village contains 2 churches: both 
still in operation! St Davidôs Presbyter-
ian Church lies on the old Victoria 
Road south of the village. St Stephenôs  
Anglican Church stands right in the 
village and, while small, was built in 
the ñoctagonalò style common in Eng-
land. Both churches have attached 
graveyards. There is a park in the vil-
lage with a historical plaque honouring 
George Richardson; a retired British 
soldier who won a Victoria Cross dur-
ing the Indian Mutiny of the 1850s. 
Today, the village is a charming little 
bedroom community of about 500. The 
village is about 2 miles off modern 
Highway #118 on the old Peterson 
Road. (They ñstraightenedò the high-
way long ago.) It contains the 2 
churches and a library/community cen-
tre as well as a park.  

Vankoughnet is a small village that 
formed around the junction of the Victo-
ria and Peterson Colonization Roads. 
The Victoria Road started at Cambray 
and ran straight north through the villag-
es of Glenarm, Victoria Road, Uphill 
and north until it met the Peterson Road. 
The latter was a east-west colonization 
road designed to link the Ottawa Valley 
with Muskoka. It ran through such cen-
tres of settlement as Combermere, 
Maynooth, Harcourt, Harburn, Carnar-
von, Vankoughnet, Uffington and ending 
at Bracebridge. As you can see by this 
list, neither pioneer road was a huge suc-
cess. Large stretches of these roads are 
now abandoned and many of the villages 
no longer exist. But in the 1860s, the 
roads, and their villages, were going 
concerns. 
The Peterson Road crossed the Black 
River at Vankoughnet (Oakley Town-
ship) in Muskoka District. This road 
linked the settlement with Bracebridge, 
and the more famous Muskoka Coloni-
zation Road. Also to be found at Brace-
bridge was the Great Northern Railway 
and access to the Muskoka River system. 
(The Black River flowed southwest and 
entered Lake Couchiching on the Trent-
Severn system. Several waterfalls on the 
Black River at Vankoughnet provided 
water power sites for sawmills, but lack 
of easy access made saw milling for ex-
port impractical. It was easier to float 
logs down the Black River to mills at 
Cooperôs Falls and Longford Mills near 
Orillia. 
The purpose of colonization roads was to 
encourage agricultural settlement as well 
as assist the lumber industry. But the 
land north of Uphill was entirely unsuit-
able for farming, to the point where not a 
single settler located on the Victoria 
Road along the entire length of Longford 
Township! With no settlers, there were 
no residents to do statutory labour and 
upkeep on the Road. It was constantly 
out of repair and mostly impassable! 
And few people cared, except the lum-
bermen. The biggest threats were wash-
outs and forest fires which burnt the 
many wooden bridges on the Victoria 
Road. Fires were so bad, ñfiremenò were 
stationed during the dry summer season 
at each bridge to do fire protection. It is 
doubtful if more than a handful of travel-
lers actually made the journey from Up-
hill to Vankoughnet. The abandonment 
of this portion of the Victoria Coloniza-
tion Road after 1900 was hardly noticed. 

 
 

Pictures at left from top: the crossroads 
of  Victoria Road and Vankoughnet; an 
abandoned home in Vankoughnet, pho-
to by Michelle Hendry 



Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Page 3 

 

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

 

Family Treasures Donated to Station 
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Big thanks to the Hubbard family 
for their recent donation of model 
railroad equipment to Kinmount 
Model Railway & Museum. On 
behalf of his father, and his 
grandfather, area resident John 
Hubbard, met with Station Mas-
ter Len Green, and enthusiast 
Yvette Brauer, to deliver the 
goods to the Station. Len and 
Yvette were beyond pleased to 
accept the family treasures con-
sisting of model electric railroad 
cars, track, locomotives and an 
assortment of other railroad ac-

cessories. They are thankful 
the Hubbard family chose to 
donate the items to the Kin-
mount Station and look for-
ward to the day the Station 
opens once again for visiting.  
The Hubbard family has also 
been, and continues to be, 
supporters of the Kinmount 
Gazette.  
 
 
Editorôs Note:  Thank you for 
your continued community 
support.  

RCL BRANCH 441 Welcomes You Saturdays 
Doors Open 4 pm Meat Draw 5 pm 

Masks Required  
when not seated at table 

 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 441 
by Tammy Warburton 

Remembrance Day was differ-
ent this year but was still spe-
cial even in the silence. At 
Branch 441 John McGrath, we 
would like to thank everyone 
who supported our Poppy 
campaign and for following all 
of the guidelines set out by the 
Health Unit this year for our 
services.  Some of the un-
knowns of how long this pan-
demic or restrictions will last 
may help us to understand 
how our Veterans felt Going 
away to war.  They had no 
idea what they were facing, 
how long they would be gone 
or if they would make it back 
home again.  As we here 
trudge on each day doing what 
we can to help others while 
trying to stay safe, we remem-
ber our Veterans and what 

they sacrificed for our freedoms 
today.  Branch 441 is still open 
for Meat Draw Saturdays at 
5.  Don't forget to renew your 
membership either online, at the 
branch or by mail.  We wish eve-
ryone a safe and Merry Christ-
mas and enjoy the time with your 
loved ones.  Remember to thank 
a Veteran this season for our 
freedoms.  Many of our Veterans 
and service personnel will be 
spending the holidays away from 
family.  They would appreciate a 
Christmas Card. If anyone would 
like to send a card to one of our 
Military personnel who is serv-
ing away from home this holiday 
season please mail free of charge 
to: Any Canadian Forces Mem-
ber PO Box 5004 Stn Forces, 
Belleville, Ontario K8N  5W6 
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My Christmas Rewind by Janice Stange 

The real beginning of the Christmas season was 
when the Christmas Catalogue came in the 
mail, usually right after Kinmount Fair. It was 
the best helper that Santa Claus ever had. It was 
all there. Every toy and gift that any child could 
imagine, all laid out in glorious coloured shiny 
pages. These were the days of the slinky, sta-
lox building bricks, wooden toboggans, Spiro-
graph, 33ôs and 45ôs, walkie talkies and Barbie. 
Christmas was an exciting time for the family. 
The season began with Christmas concerts at 
school and at the church with skits and pro-
grams of stories and songs. We always put up a 
real tree in the church and the Sunday School 
would buy gifts for each child. But the one 
thing I remember most is the simple paper bag 
of treats that everyone received. It held an ap-
ple and an orange, and nuts in the shell. There 
was a cardboard Nativity Scene that brought 
the óstoryô to life, even before Linus did his 
rendition. The carols we sang were old stock, 
you know, the órealô carols. We knew every 
lyric and melody, and it stays forever in your 
mind. Who sings óOnce in Royal Davidôs Cityô 
anymore? 
At school, we would draw names and exchange 
gifts. I had written in my diary of 1966 that I 
drew Brian Swantonôs name and had no idea 
what to get him. Before the Christmas break 
started, there was usually a skating party at the 
old arena (aka the barn) where everyone would 
skate to the music and if courage allowed, a 
boy would ask a girl to skate. 

Cousins and Aunts and Uncles and Grand-
parents planned gatherings at annually alter-
nating homes. Presents like a hanky, gloves 
or socks were given, but the highlight in 
those days was always the turkey dinner. 
Mom would keep the wood-
stove fire going all day to 
get the bird roasted. There 
was never any alcohol at 
our table, but Iôm quite sure 
there was a woodpile out-
side the back door. Every-
one was happy, with or 
without the indulgence. 
Then there was the year that 
Dad picked up our Christ-
mas tree from the roadside, 
explaining that someone 
likely dropped it, making 
their getaway. Also, the 
year that one of our monster 
trees landed at the Ontario 
Legislature lawn. Dad cut 
spruce trees and sold them 
from our laneway, to make 
a few extra Christmas dollars. 
My Norwegian óGramô always made 
Krumkake, a sweet embossed cone which 
was filled with whipped cream. I remember 
her and those sweet treats fondly at Christ-
mas. She always opened her presents on 
Christmas Eve, like they did in the óold 
countryô, one of the few Norwegian customs 

she kept.  
Fast Forward to todayé..this Christ-
mas will also be part of our collective 
Christmas memories, very different, 
but still very special. 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

Kenneth and Keith Kernohan, 
Oscar Kennettle, Janice Stange, 
Barb Kernohan, Judy Walker, 
Annie Kernohan, Alex Kernohan, 
Bob Stone, Andy Kernohan, Rolf 
Stange 
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Kinmount Railway Station Wins Award, cont. from p. 1 

central focus of the OAAôs mission in reg-
ulating the architecture profession to pro-
tect the public interest. It enjoys a long-
standing, collaborative relationship with 
the provincial government and highly val-
ues their mutual investment in meeting the 
needs of Ontarians. 
ñWe are thrilled to see MPPs continuing to 
share their excitement about Ontario 
architecture,ò says OAA President Kath-
leen Kurtin, ñespecially as we face many 
tough challenges across our province. I 
believe architects are well-positioned to 
make valuable, creative contributions in 
service of the public good. While we tack-
le the immediate obstacles in front of us, 
we must continue to participate in broader 
conversations about housing affordability, 
sustainability, and community resiliency. 
These projects reflect the wonderful con-
tributions our profession is making in 
communities across Ontario.ò  
Queenôs Park Picks 
 
Prior to the World Architecture Day event, 
the OAA invited Ontario MPPs to reflect 
on the provinceôs unique architectural leg-
acy and nominate a favourite building 
within their riding. This year, submissions 
were received from MPPs across all politi-
cal parties, spanning nearly every region 
of Ontario, from the Detroit River all the 
way to James Bay. 
 
With its brightly painted exterior and 
prominent location at the banks of the 
Burnt River,  Kinmountôs former railway 
station is named a 2020 Queenôs Park 
Pick. After the decline of the railway, the 
station was acquired by the Township of 
Somerville in the 1970s and preserved.  
 
Nominated by Ontarioôs Infrastructure 
Minister, the Hon. Laurie Scott (MPP of 
Haliburton-Kawartha Lakes-Brock), adap-
tive reuse of the Kinmount station and its 
surrounding site have ensured it continues 
to play a vital role as a community hub. 
ñThe Kinmount Train Station is located at 
the heart of our historic community,ò said 
MPP Scott on learning of the projectôs 
selection, ñand has been a symbol that has 
stood the test of time including a flood and 
devastating fire that burnt down most of 
the buildings in town. This piece of archi-
tecture reminds us of our townôs history 
and economic beginning and is now home 
to the Kinmount Model Railway and Mu-
seum.ò 
 
Highlighting the diversity of architecture 
across the province, the eight other pro-

jects  selected as 2020 Queenôs Park 
Picks were: 
Cabbagetown neighbourhood in To-

ronto, nominated by MPP Suze Morri-
son 
No. 11 McIntyre Headframe in Tim-

mins, nominated by MPP Gilles Bisson 
Beaver Barracks in Ottawa, nominat-

ed by MPP Joel Harden 
Capitol Theatre in Windsor, nominat-

ed by MPP Lisa Gretzky 
BDO Whitby Accelerator in 

Whitby, nominated by MPP Lorne Coe 
The Bentway in Toronto, nominated 

by MPP Chris Glover 
Walkerton Clean Wa-

ter Centre in Walkerton, 
nominated by the Hon-
ourable 
Lisa Thompson, MPP 
MacDonald Hall in 

Guelph, nominated by 
MPP Mike Schreiner. 
 
For more on the build-
ings chosen this year, 
visit oaa.on.ca/Queens-
Park-Picks or 
follow the Ontario Asso-
ciation of Architects at 
@oaarchitects on Twitter 
and 
Instagram. 
 
 
 
 
Pictures from top front 
page: 
Waiting for the train; a post-
card shows the Railway Sta-
tion  on a winterôs day be-
fore the addition of the bag-
gage room on the north end; 
another postcard shows a 
train  approaching from 
Lindsay; the station survives 
a flood 
 
From top this page: the 
109th Battalion recruiting 
session; people waiting for 
the train perhaps on their 
way to the Lindsay Fair 
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References Available 

705-488-3091 

Lost Mills of Kinmount: Goodman Mill 

SUNDAYS 

 
10 am  Bible Study 
11 am  Worship Service 
             & Kids Zone 
 

ALL  
WELCOME 

 

In 1875, the community of Kin-
mount was changing fast. The vil-
lage was only 15 years old, and was 
still a very small, rough pioneer 
settlement. But the area was chang-
ing fast. The lumber industry was 
flourishing. New settlers were pour-
ing in and clearing land for farming. 
Iron ore had been discovered at Fur-
nace Falls. And the Victoria Rail-
way was planned to run right 
through the village! A large colony 
of Icelanders had arrived to work on 
the railway. Kinmount was ready to 
boom! 
In that year, a businessman from 
Cavan named John Goodman was 
planning to construct a Woollen 
Mill on Rushworthôs/Crego Creek 
just east of Kinmount on the newly-
built Monck Road. What was a 
ñwoollen millò? It involved all the 
processes that turned sheepôs wool 
into cloth to make clothes. Wool 
was the most common fabric of the 
era, the demand was high in Ontario 
and it was thought the newly opened 
lands in the Ottawa-Huron Tract 
would make good sheep-rearing 
country.  
Goodman purchased the east half of 
lot 5 in the 13th concession 
(Somerville Township) from a lum-
ber speculator in 1873. This lot was 
on the north side of the Monck Road 
and was bisected by Crego/
Rushworthôs Creek which drained 
Crego Lake into the Burnt River. It 
just so happened there was a set of 
small rapids on the Creek just where 
the Monck Road crossed the Creek. 
Goodman built a small dam at the 
head of the rapids and the mill at the 
foot of the rapids. The dam flooded 
a large beaver meadow to the north. 
Rushworthôs/Crego Creek had an 
issue with low water volume after 

the spring freshet, so Goodman 
hoped to feed the mill all summer 
long with the stored water. The 
nearby Monck Road allowed easy 
access to the mill. 
By coincidence, in October 1874 a 
party of 360 Icelanders had arrived 
the next lot to the mill site to work 
on the railway. They only stayed 
until October 1875, but Goodman 
did employ a few to work on the 
mill construction. The work and 
general support Goodman provided 
was much appreciated by the Ice-
landers, their railway jobs had dis-
appeared! One of the Icelanders 
even anglicized his name to Good-
man as a sign of respect. Unfortu-
nately, the Icelanders had moved on 
to settle at Gimli (Manitoba) in the 
Fall of 1875, before the Goodman 
Mill started to operate.  
In 1875 Goodman mortgaged the 
property for $2,000 and went to 
work. By 1876 the Goodman Wool-
len Mill was open for business. By 
June of 1876, he was advertising in 
the Lindsay Post (see ad). The pro-
cesses of turning raw wool into 
finished fabric were complex, so 
experienced workers were needed. 
Goodmanôs Mill attracted a number 
of immigrant workers to the area. 
The names included Morrison, Os-
wald and Bradburn. There may 
have been more ñweaversò as well 
in the area who just werenôt record-
ed by profession.  
Goodmanôs Mill did not operate for 
very long. In 1879, the mill was 
leased to someone else, and disap-
pears from the records. In 1887 the 
person holding the mortgage sold 
the mill lot to Gilbert Scott for 
$500, a sign the mill was destroyed 
or abandoned. John Goodman 
moved to Minden and built a new 

 

Cont. on p. 14 
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Last Monthõs Spot 
the Shot:   
A display at the Old 
Gaol Museum in Lind-
say 
 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to Kinmount Gazette 
  c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2919 or email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 

Volumes 1 - 12 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 
 

 

 

Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

The Railway Station Today 

 

 

Anyone Can Join 
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The Galwegians by Bill Lee 

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

The Galway Hall continues to 
remain closed to the public due to 
the Covid-19 global pandemic. 
All events and activities at the 
Hall are suspended until at least 
the end of this year. With the 
coronavirus still front-and-center 
in our daily lives, and with the 
arrival of the ósecond waveô, eve-
ryone is reminded to follow the 
safety protocols established by our 
local health units and the various 
levels of government. Christmas 
will probably be ñdifferentò to say 
the least. Please keep calm and 
establish coping strategies that 
will get you through this holiday 
season.  
Perchance the chipmunks also 
have had enough of the year 
2020. There have been no sight-
ings of our chipmunks since the 
last week of October. Even in 
the two warm spells in Novem-
ber, the óchippiesô did not make 
an appearance. 
Saturn has been chasing Jupiter 
across our southern skies for 
months, quite visible when our 
night skies are clear. There is a 
special celestial event on Mon-
day, December 21st. It is known 
as the óGreat Conjunctionô, 
when Jupiter and Saturn line up 
perfectly when viewed from 
Earth. This is the closest con-
junction (0.1 degree separation) 
of Jupiter and Saturn in our sky 
since 1623! Did you know that 
Galileo made his first telescope 
14 years earlier in 1609? Coinci-
dentally, December 21st is also 
the beginning of the winter sol-
stice. Hereôs hoping for a cloud-
less night! 
If you have not yet had enough 
drama, uncertainty, and/or con-

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
& MOTORCYCLE/ATV REPAIRS 

Licenced Mechanic  
CALL OR TEXT LLOYD HEACOCK 

705 879 2619  
Or Drop in to 6 Hunter Street 

Kinmount 

spiracy theories in 2020, search 
ñGreat Conjunction curseò on 
your computer. 
The final word that no longer 
appears in our dictionary is 
óSpermologerô which means a 
ógossip mongerô, trivia hound, or 
those filled with random 
knowledge. The final Gaelic 
word that has found its way into 
the English language is ñgaloreò. 
This word dates back to 1670 
and means in abundance or 
enough. 
Speaking of words, the Universi-
ty of Alberta set out to find the 
top ten funniest words in the 
English language and understand 
why they make us laugh so 
much. Researchers found there 
are two major predictors of fun-
niness in words: those related to 
the form of the word and those 
related to its meaning. Through-
out 2021, óThe Galwegiansô will 
reveal the top 12 funniest words 
(one word a month) added to the 
dictionary in 2020. The sources 
for the addition of these 12 new 
words are Dictionary.com and 
the Oxford English Dictionary. 
Oh, by the way, the óTop 10ô 
funniest words in the English 
language, according to the U of 
A are, (in no particular order): 
upchuck, bubby, boff, wriggly, 
yaps, giggle, cooch, guffaw, 
puffball, and jiggly. 
From our household to your 
household, stay safe, be well, and 
make the most of the opportuni-
ties that may come to you over 
this Christmas season. Find 
peace and joy and love and stay 
strong. Together, we shall get 
through this. 

 

WE STOCK ALL SIZES OF CLEAR GARBAGE BAGS 
Hours:  Monday - Friday 9 - 5  

                  Saturday & Sunday 9 - 4 
449 Kent St. W. Lindsay 

705 340 3718 
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Kidsô Corner                         CAN YOU FIND THE 10 DIFFERENCES? 

Q: What does the gingerbread man put on 
his bed? 
A: Cookie sheets! 
 
Q:  How does a sheep say Merry Christmas? 
A:  Fleece Navidad! 
 
Q:  Where does a snowman keep his mon-
ey? 
A:  In a snow bank! 
 
Q:  What do you get when you combine a 
Christmas tree with an iPad? 

A:  A pineapple! 
 
Q:  What do snowmen eat for breakfast? 
A:  Frosted Flakes! 
 
Q:  What did one snowman say to the other snowman? 
A:  Do you smell carrots? 
 
Q:  What is a Christmas treeôs favourite candy? 
A:  Orna-mints! 

Q:  What kind of motorcycle does Santa like to ride? 
A:  A Holly Davidson! 
 
Q: What do you get when Santa becomes a detective? 
A:  Santa Clues! 
 
Q:  What year does New Yearôs Day come before Christ-
mas? 
A:  EVERY year! 
 
Q:  What do you call a reindeer with bad manners? 
A:  RUDE-olph! 
 
Q:  What falls at the North Pole and never gets hurt? 
A:  Snow! 
 
Q:  What kind of photos do elves take? 
A:  Elfies! 
 
Q:  Why does everyone love Frosty the Snowman? 
A:  Heôs so cool! 
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby 

Keep smiling! And please keep shar-
ing your news in the Hot Stove Leak.  

Contact me at 705-488-2919 or email me 
at: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca. 

Thinking of retailing your creations? 
   Kinmount ARTISANS MARKETPLACE 
705 488 2938 or 705 488 1414 
     larry.darlenemann@gmail.com 

Welcome to Christmas 2020! 
Thereôs no doubt about it, this 
will definitely be one like no 

other. In fact, the whole year has been one 
like no other. Yay! It wonôt be long till 
hindsight is 2020. The Gazette invites you 
to share your 2020 reflections/photos for 
our January 2021 edition, highlighting 
ñThe Year That Was.ò  
Itôs not likely our paths will cross during 
this holiday season as I am mostly self iso-
lating, but I hope you are able to enjoy the 
holiday season and connect with your 
loved ones, friends and neighbours in some 
way, shape or form. Wishing health, happi-
ness and a Merry Christmas to one and all! 
May 2021 be good to you! 

THE CASE OF THE  
MISSING BANNER 

After being in place for a year, the Kin-
mount Artisans Celebration Banner mysteri-
ously disappeared from the storefront. It 
may have blown off, so if anyone happens 
upon it, they would love to have it back! 
Please call 416 677 6681 or email lar-
ry.darlenemann@gmail.com.  
The good news is the Marketplace sprouted 
a new banner! AND more good newsé 
usually the shop closes every January BUT 
this January they welcome-in 2021 on a 
positive note by being OPEN Fridays - Sun-
days. So if youôre looking for something 
warm and cozy to do, make sure to drop by 
for a visit! 

A variety of Kinmount Memorabilia is 
available at Kinmount Artisans Market 

Shopping 
from home 
this holiday 
season?  
Kinmount 
Artisans Mar-
ketplace has 
e-Gift Cards! 
Call:416 677 
6681  or 
email: 
lar-
ry.darlenema
nn@gmail.co
m 

Love antiques?  
Kinmount Arti-
sans Market 
has a great 
selection.  
Open Fridays 
to Sundays,  
10 am to 4 pm.  

THE HISTORY OF 
THE KINMOUNT TARTAN 

Did you know there is a registered Kinmount 
Tartan?  In June, 2012, the Kinmount Com-
mittee for Planning and Economic Develop-
ment had a brainstorming session to deter-
mine colours that represented Kinmountôs 
heritage to be incorporated into a new Kin-
mount Tartan. The following colours were 
submitted to the Scottish company Strathmore 
Woollen Company Limited: 
90 % of the tartan to incorporate the follow-
ing: 
Blue - - to represent the water and the sky and 
our Icelandic roots 
Rusty Red - - to represent the waters of 
the Burnt River 
Green - - to represent our Irish roots and the 
green of our forests 
10% of the tartan to incorporate the following: 
Yellow - - to represent our Scottish roots 
Brown - - to represent the timbers and our 
logging industry 
Black - - to represent the railroad and its sig-
nificance in our settlement  
The Strathmore Woollen Company submitted 
5 designs which were voted on by the Com-
mittee to determine Kinmount's tartan. Fol-
lowing this decision, samples of the fi-
bers were sent so exact shades of colours 
could be selected. The tartan is the only tartan 
registered in Scotland as the Kinmount Vil-
lage tartan. The tartan was unveiled at the 
annual Christmas Music Night December 8, 
2012.  

AVAILABLE AT  
KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE 

Men's Caps - Tartan Scarves  
 Tams - Ties - Mugs 

Or Contact Diane Austin at 705-488-2635 

 

OPEN DAILY Dec. 18 - 24! 
OPEN DAILY Dec. 26 - 30! 
OPEN Fridays - Sundays IN JANUARY! 

What could be better than a hand made gift 
for Christmas? Kinmount Artisans even have 
your pets covered with hand made dog coats 
and cat and dog bandanas.  
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KINMOUNT FOOD BANK  
11 am - 1 pm Thursday December 10 & 24 

Kinmount Baptist Church 

4937 Monck Road 

Also Available:  

Food to You Outreach Program 

     705 455 3060  
kinmountfoodbank.ca 

Well another year has passed, not exactly as 
planned to say the least. It seems strange to have 
gone thru what would have been our 41st sea-
son, with the theatre closed and boarded up, no 
people around, the grass overgrown, and the 
movie posters from 2019 Thanksgiving still 
fading in the cases. The simple fact is the Thea-
tre can't run profitably without our customer 
base of Tourists, Locals, Camps and Schools. 
Further we can't generate revenue with social 
distancing, the extra costs of Covid 19, and 
without Hollywood blockbusters. Not to men-
tion that Theatres that did try to open found the 
majority of customers unwilling to sit in a Thea-
tre with other people at this time. To open the 
door is around $30,000.00 which if we spend we 
have to have a reasonable chance of recovering 
and actually make money. To make matters 
worse all our stock left over from 2019 is now 
history. 
Staying closed isn't cheap either. It will take 
around $65,000.00 to go through a year with-
out income. We still have a mortgage from 
the Digital Conversion, taxes, hydro, insur-
ance, & maintenance to deal with. We also 
had to spend money dealing with humidity 
issues in the Theatre this summer with the AC 
not running. Then there is the care for our 42 
resident cats. I want to express my gratitude 
that you didn't forget the cats this year, and 
want to thank everyone who made donations 
of money and food etc. towards their care. It 
was greatly appreciated, and humbling to say 
the least. 
When I started this journey I accepted the fact 
we would loose the 2020 season, and hopeful-
ly re-open in 2021. Unfortunately this is look-

ing less and less likely.  It is general-
ly accepted that the restrictions will 
not be lifted, and customers prepared 
to again go to the movies until a vac-
cine is found and 75% of the popula-
tion is vaccinated.  Projections opti-
mistically are towards the end of 
2021, since we are seasonal this 
means short of a miracle we stand to 
loose a second season. Loosing one 
season is one thing, loosing two is a 
whole other challenge.  It also raises 
the question what will the business 
look like when we do get to reopen? 
There is also the nightmare of trying 
to find staff, which has been difficult 
thru the last decade, as we will be 
starting from scratch.  
We are exploring several avenues 
forward, but more than anything else, 
timing will be the deciding factor. 
Customers have been offering vari-
ous suggestions to help, from seat 
sales, season ticket offerings, and a 
Go Fund Me Page. It is hard to say if 
any of this would work. In the mean-
time I have been spending my time 
preparing to declutter 40 years. In 
2012 we started making a list 
of MOVIE POSTERS to sell. That 
List will be finalized by Christmas, 
so if you are interested 
email keithstata@nexicom.net for a 
copy when complete. Persons who 
have already inquired will be receiv-
ing emails as well as all the emails 
are currently on file.  
IF YOU ARE BUILDING YOUR 
OWN HOME THEATRE, we have 
lots of props to decorate it for sale, 
from full size 35mm Theatre Projec-
tors, vintage Theatre seats, reels, 
film, and a number of Theatre Pop-
corn Machines we have in storage. 
For further information call Keith at 
705 488 2199, or 
email keithstata@nexicom.net 
Stay turned for more updates as time 
goes on. Stay well, Stay safe.  
Keith  

A MESSAGE FROM 
HIGHLANDS CINEMAS 

THE VETERAN ON THE $10 BILL 
If you look at the back right-hand side of 
a Canadian $10 bill, you will see an old 
veteran standing at attention near the 
Ottawa War Memorial. His name is Rob-
ert Metcalfe and he recently died at age 
90. 
That he managed to live to that age is 
rather remarkable, given what happened 
in the Second World War. Born in Eng-
land , he was one of the 400,000 mem-
bers of the British Expeditionary Force 
sent to the mainland where they found 
themselves facing the new German war-
fare technique - the Blitzkrieg. 
He was treating a wounded comrade 
when he was hit in the legs by shrapnel. 
En route to hospital, his ambulance came 
under fire from a German tank, which 
then miraculously ceased fire. Evacuated 
from Dunkirk on HMS Grenade, two of 
the sister ships with them were sunk. 
Recovered, he was sent to allied cam-
paigns in North Africa and Italy. En 
route, his ship was chased by the German 
battleship Bismarck. 
In North Africa he served under General 
Montgomery against the Desert Fox, 
Rommel. 
Sent into the Italian campaign, he met his 
future wife, a lieutenant and physio-
therapist in a Canadian hospital. They 
were married in the morning by the 
mayor of the Italian town, and again in 
the afternoon by a British padre. 
After the war, they settled in Chatham , 
Ontario, where he went into politics and 
became the warden (chairman) of the 
county, and on his retirement he and his 
wife moved to Ottawa. At the age of 80 
he wrote a book about his experiences. 
One day out of the blue he received a 
call from a government official asking 
him to go downtown for a photo op. He 
wasn't told what the photo was for, or 
why they chose him. 'He had no idea he 
would be on the bill,' his daughter said. 

 
 
And now you know the story of the old 
veteran on the $10 bill. 
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The Hot Stove Leak cont.      

KINMOUNT LEGION  
COMMUNITY 
COOKBOOKS 

 
ONLY $15 

 

 

705 928 7105 or 
705 934 0066 

To the Kinmount Gazette: 
We do so enjoy reading about comings and 
goings in Kinmount. The newsletter is inter-
esting and informative and we want to contin-
ue to financially support you. Please accept 
our 2020 donation gift. 
Anne & John Galilee 
North York, ON 
Editorôs Note: Thank you for your generous 
donation. Support like yours helps keep us 
going.  
 
To the Editor: 
Thought this might make some interesting 
reading. Last month I spotted a cougar cross-
ing Monck Road, just west of town. It ran 
across the road in front of me. I wasnôt able to 
get a pic. From what I have read they are not 
known to attack humans, but people should 
proceed with caution. This is the second one I 
have seen. The other one I saw was near Fe-
nelon Falls last year. 
Ryan Duff 

Letters to the Editor 

Introducing the Worldôs Smallest Bookstoreôs 
Christmas Greeter. The self serve shop is open 
24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and is located 
just a few kilometres east of town on County 
Road #503. Canôt miss it! Never know what 
youôre going to find! COVID protocols in place.  

TWAS THE NIGHT BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS 2020 
By Carole Campbell 

Twas the year 2020, and all through 
the house, every creature was stirring, 
from Human to Mouse. 
The stockings were tossed on the 
chimney, who cares, 
It's been months since we entertained, 
would Saint Nick even dare? 
The children were nestled all snug in 
their beds, 
as visions of rubber gloves danced in 
their heads. 
and Mama in her gaiter and me and 
my mask, 
had just settled our brains for a long 
cleaning task. 
When out on the roof there arose such 
a clatter. 
I sprang from my mop to see what was 
the matter. 
Away to the window I flew like a 
flash. 
I peeked through the shutter, barely 
touching the sash. 
The moon on the breast of the new-
fallen snow, 
gave me faith that someday we'd have 
somewhere to go. 
When what do my wondering eyes 
should appear, 
but a miniature sleigh, and eight spot-
less reindeer. 
With a little old driver decked out in 
full gear, 
I knew in a moment we'd have Christ-
mas this year! 
More safely than Hazmat the reindeer 
they came, 
and he whistled and shouted and 
called them by name. 
Now Clorox! Now Pine-Sol! Now 
Lysol and Purex! 
On Comet! On Purell! On Top Job and 
Germ-X! 
Wipe the top of the porch! Then the 
top of the wall! 
Now wipe away! Wipe away! Wipe 
away all! 
As dry leaves that before the wild hur-
ricane fly, 
when they finished and then took a 
jump to the sky. 
So up to the housetop the reindeer 
they flew. 
With a sleigh full of masks, and Saint 
Nicholas too! 

And then in a twinkling I heard on the 
roof, 
the pawing of each little rubber gloved 
hoof. 
As I pulled up my mask and was turn-
ing around, 
Down the chimney a big bucket came 
with a bound! 
It was covered in plastic from bottom to 
top, 
and the contents were sterile, despite the 
long drop. 
I missed seeing his eyes and his dimples 
so merry. 
But this virus prevents that, these times 
are so scary. 
I imagined his face and his little round 
belly, 
That shook when he laughed like hand 
sanitizer jelly. 
but I saw him outside though, as he 
stood near his sleigh, 
and I laughed when I saw him, from six 
feet away.. 
With a wink of his eye and a wave of 
his hand, 
I felt warm inside, Santa too under-
stands. 
And without a word I went right to my 
work. 
I filled all our stockings, then turned 
with a jerk 
And laying a finger aside of his mask, 
The reindeer rose up, they had finished 
their task. 
He waved to me then, to his team gave 
a shout, 
and socially distancing, quickly flew 
out. 
But I heard him proclaim as he drove 
out of sight, 
Merry Christmas to all,  
We will all be all right! 

LOCAL AREA BOOKS 
MAKE GREAT GIFTS! 

Many are available at  

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

WORLDôS SMALLEST BOOKSTORE 


