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for these unusual station sites 

could have been rooted in the 

fact Mariposa Township re-

fused to grant bonus money  for 

railway construction.  

In its hay-day, Manilla was a 

service centre for much of the 

surrounding district. Mail was 

dispersed to surrounding small-

er post offices via Manilla. Ear-

ly pioneers from Eldon Town-

ship to the north used Manilla 

as their shopping centre.  For 

many years, Manilla was the 

only post office in all of Mari-

posa and Eldon Townships. 

When the village first received 

its post office (1836), the ham-

let was called Coulthardôs Cor-

ners (after an early hotel keep-

er), or Hamôs Corners (same 

reason) but the new name of 

Mariposa was given to the new 

post office. By 1856, that name 

was considered confusing (it 

was the township name after 

all) and the new title Manilla 

was adopted.  

The little village had all the 

trappings of a prosperous pio-

neer community. It had a doc-

tor, brass band, multi room 

school house, at least 3 church-

es and a telephone company! It 

also supported numerous indus-

trial enterprises including 

blacksmiths, grist mill, saw 

mill, harness maker, tannery, 

pump maker , tin smith,  tailor 

and undertaker .  the local doc-

tor was the first to have a tele-

phone (1886), privately running 

wires down Simcoe St to Sonya 

so he could communicate with 

his patients!  The village also 

had its own bank (1912-1923), 

a branch of the Home Bank 

which went bankrupt in 1923.  

Manilla was also the site of a 

Mechanicôs Institute; a symbol 

of prestige for a community its 

size. Mechanicôs Institutes were 

early forms of public libraries. 

The organization was formed in 

the early 1880s to set up educa-

tional libraries for working 

class people who couldnôt af-

ford books and lacked access to 

education reading materials. 

These libraries were mainly 

confined to larger centres, like 

Lindsay where the current  

library also began as a  

Mechanicôs Institute. The Ma-

nilla branch operated from 

1861 to 1895. By this date it 

had 1,300 books on inventory. 

The Manilla library became a 

public (township) operation in 

1895 and was absorbed into the 

Victoria County system in 

1965. Today it is struggling to 

survive as a public library.  

Another strange incident oc-

curred in Manilla in 1837, fol-

lowing a provincial election. 

Feelings ran high all over the 

area as Reformers and Tories 

ñfoughtò over the election re-

sults.  The fighting turned 

physical at the Stage House Inn 

in Manilla and a patron named 

Chisholm was killed by a man 

named OôBoyle during what 

was called an ñelection riotò. 

Violence flared on a larger 
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scale in December of the same year as 

Reformers led by William Lyon Mac-

kenzie marched on the Parliament in 

Toronto in a sordid little comic affair 

called the Rebellion of 1837. The 

rebellion was crushed at the so-called 

ñBattleò of Montgomeryôs Tavern, 

but the ill feelings continued.  Rebels 

lived in fear for months as loyal To-

ries issued treats and accusations. A 

leading Reformer, William Purdy 

(founder of Lindsay) actually spent 

time in jail over the rebellion.  Mari-

posa Township had a number of 

prominent Reformers and a large seg-

ment of loyalist Tories as well. Even-

tually the affair disappeared into the 

pages of history and political violence 

became a thing of the past. 

Like many smaller local hamlets, 

Manilla declined in the 20th Century. 

Business and commercial activity 

moved to larger, regional centre such 

as Beaverton, Woodville, Port Perry  

and Lindsay. The village population 

declined to about 100 and most of the 

businesses closed.  

 

Manilla lies right on the 

boundary between Mariposa 

Township in Victoria County 

and Brock Township in the 

old Ontario County (now 

Durham Region).  The county 

boundary is now called 

Simcoe Street, and it was a 

major pioneer road in the 

1830s that ran from Oshawa 

harbour north to Lake Simcoe 

(hence the name). A stage 

coach  

operated up Simcoe Street,  

passing  through Columbus, 

Raglan, Prince Albert, Port 

Perry, Sonya and ending at 

Manilla. Manilla was the end 

of the line, and after an over-

night stay, the next day the 

stage reversed the journey. At 

Manilla, connecting stages led 

north to Woodville, east to 

Lindsay and west to Beaver-

ton. One way fare was $1.50 

per trip.  Besides passengers, 

this road brought freight and 

the mail to many of the sur-

rounding hamlets. The link to 

Beaverton was especially 

important because Beaverton 

acted as the local ñportò; hav-

ing water connections to the 

south via Lake Simcoe and 

Yonge St. Thus Manilla be-

came the first regional centre 

in the area. 

By the 1860s Manilla con-

tained several hotels, stores 

and churches! Its population 

peaked in 1870 at about 600. 

After that date, the ñcentre 

line roadò through Uxbridge 

to Beaverton siphoned off 

road traffic and 2 railway 

lines bypassed the village. In 

a fit of spite, the railway lines 

bypassed the village and set 

up their junction south of the 

village at Manilla Junction. 

This was common in Maripo-

sa Township as the Lindsay-

Beaverton line deliberately 

ran between Oakwood and 

Little Britain thus avoiding 

favouring each village. A new 

station called Mariposa Junc-

tion was set up. The reason 
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A little piece of history!  

Beautiful Glossy Colour Photos 

Community & Event Information 

$3.00 each or 2 for $5.00 

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace  

Austin Lumber 

Kinvale Restaurant  

Gateway General Store & Cafe 

It would not be Christmas in Kin-

mount without the tradition of our 

annual Christmas Carolling Even-

ing.  There have been few times 

when this tradition did not take 

place over the holidays and of the-

se times it was Mother Nature who 

dictated its demise with poor 

weather conditions. 

The history of carolling begins 

with the Pagan celebrations of the 

Winter Solstice.  Songs were sung 

at this time to honour the Solstice 

and its Pagan gods. While individ-

uals sang they would also dance in 

celebration.  In fact the origin of 

the word carol means a circular 

dance although this practice has 

seemed to fall out of favour over 

the centuries. 

Early Christians adopted the pagan 

singing practice and it was very 

early in Christianity that carols 

were made part of Christmas cele-

brations, a practice that continues 

today. 

In Kinmount, the Christmas Carol-

ling tradition is taking place this 

year on Monday, December 16th.  

We will be meeting at the Commu-

nity Centre at 6:30 PM and begin-

ά²ƛǎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴ нлмпέ           

       Seasonõs  

      Greetings  

Kinmount Agricultural Society  

ning our tour of singing door to 

door from there until we have 

made it around the town.  The Kin-

mount Guiding Group will be join-

ing us for the first hour.  After-

wards, participants are invited to 

meet together for cookies and a 

refreshment and to discuss holiday 

plans. 

Should you have any wonderings 

about this yearôs Christmas Carol-

ling, please contact Julie Austin at 

705-488-2961 during the business 

hours.   

 

 

Holiday Carolling Tradition Continues in Kinmount 
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705-488-2266 

by Grenville Schrader 

I was digging thru the archives of 

my trunk and came across a little 

Kinmount history of the past. 

At the bottom left hand corner it 

shows ï NEIL WILSON ï PRES-

IDENT.  Secondly, I would point 

out they had a saddle race! I went 

to Kinmount with my Grandmoth-

er. 

In 1947 at age 17 yrs ï I had a 

good riding horse but no money 

for a saddle!!!! Regardless, I got 

my father, the CNR Railway Sec-

tion Foreman at the Lower Dutch 

Line- three miles south of Gelert 

to take me to Kinmount one even-

ing so I could register my horse 

for the saddle race.  I am not sure 

that Neil Wilson wanted to see me 

in the evening but he did register 

me in the Saddle race (I did not 

tell him I did not have a saddle). 

The odds were pretty high! Un-

known to me a young man by the 

name of Bill Scott went out 

around Toronto and purchased a 

thoroughbred riding horse. Nice 

riding gear too! Further, Bill 

worked out his horse on the race 

track at the Kinmount Fair 

grounds. The odds were 100% in 

his favour. 

On Fair day- Saturday 6th Sept. 

1947, I took a day off work ( 64 

cents an hour ï $4.80 per day) 

working on the railway section as 

extra summer staff.  On Saturday 

morning I rode my horse to Kin-

mount and put her in a stable at 

the Fair Grounds (mistake)  At 

race time, I lined up on the track 

with riding horses and riders in 

proper riding gear from Bob-

caygeon and Fenelon Falls ï 

PLUS Bill Scott. (I was the coun-

try kid riding bare back and NO 

experience in riding at county 

Fairs).  My horse got a good jump 

705-488-1349 
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The NEW Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  

Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

or 
Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

BOBôS APPLIANCE SERVICE 
Repairs to all Major Brand Names 

 
RefrigeratorsðRangesðDishwashers 

MicrowavesðWashersðDryersðFreezers 

Air Conditioners 

 

 

New and Used Sales & Part Sales 
 

7 Days a Week 

RR#1, Kinmount, ON  705-488-2274 

and I was running in the front of the 

pack until we got to the stables! It 

was apparent that my horse was 

nervous ï as she bolted for the sta-

bles- We just got by the stables 

after some hard reining and when I 

finally gave her some slack heading 

down the straight-a-way, she bolted 

a second time ï jumped a three foot 

ditch toward a page wire fence- I 

was hauling on the bit- so when she 

landed - she also planted her feet- 

came to a dead stop!  I kepton go-

ing and did a somersault over her 

head short of the fence! This did 

nothing for my temperment, so I put 

her back on the track and made her 

run the rest of the circuit, but we 

did not stop at the Grandstand. We 

hit the road for home. 

Two miles north of Kinmount ïnear 

Howland Junction ï the sky black-

ened ï the winds got high and the 

horse was a bundle of nerves. I  

finally got off horseback and held 

her for quite awhile until things 

settled down.  The Tornado hit 

Gooderham and caused havoc. It 

knocked boxcars off the track ï tore 

the roof off the station and Murray 

Poulson (a well known Kinmount 

boy) who was a CNR Railroad Te-

legrapher was relieving Frank 

Sprungas Train Agent. Murray got 

cut with some flying glass. 

Gooderham is another story-  Mrs 

Victor Snider (nee Faye Carmi-

chael) a school chum of mine in 

Gooderham (1939,1941) was at-

tending Collegiate in Lindsay in 

1947 and home for the weekend. 

Faye was in the Kitchen of the Sta-

tion helping her mother serve meals 

for the passengers and train crew  

when the tornado hit. Faye and her 

mother were in the station when the 

tornado tore the roof off the  

station plus more.   

Trunk Talk:  Tales from Kinmount Fair 

YOGA  

5:30pm  -  7pm  

Thursdays  

                        Kinmount Community Centre  



What benefits can you expect by shopping at 

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace this holiday 

season.?  To begin with everything in the store 

is handcrafted with love & care by area artists 

& crafters who take pride in their work.  All 

creations are ñjuriedò at the Marketplace, mean-

ing the work must be of a certain level of quali-

ty to be sold there. If you are looking for that 

ñspecial somethingò you will definitely find 

unique at the Marketplace.  Wondering about 

prices? You can by a hand crafted item for .25 

cents at the Marketplace! Shop tax free in a 

peaceful atmosphere, no crowds and no travel. 

Besides all that when you shop at the Market-

place you are not helping a CEO buy a 3rd lux-

ury vacation home. You are ñgivingò on a local 

level by helping a little girl get dance lessons, a 

little boy get his team jersey, a mom put food 

on the table, a dad pay the mortgage or a stu-

dent pay for college. You are also giving  pleas-

ure to the receiver, the creator who is compli-

mented by your purchase and finally to yourself 

for spreading so much Christmas cheer.! What 

goes around comes around!  And giving is part 

of what Christmas is all about. 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Give Handmade With Love      
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CHRISTMAS  

DINNER  

Bring Family & Friends!  

6pm Saturday, Dec. 14  

 

EVERYONE WELCOME!  

ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH 
The church on the hill past the Artisans Marketplace.   

When you find us, you canôt miss us!  

 Sunday Services at 9:00 a.m.   

For pastoral care, please contact  

Rev. Joan at (705) 286-1817 

Carol Service December 8 at 2:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Service at 4:00 pm Christmas Eve 

ALL WELCOME 

 

Open Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10am- 4pm 

DAILY STARTING Friday, Dec. 13 till Xmas 

Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre 

Shop Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

YƛƴƳƻǳƴǘ  
¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ  

ƛƴǾƛǘŜǎ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ  

!ŘǾŜƴǘΩǳǊŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ  
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ ŀǘ фΥпрŀΦƳΦ  

5ŜŎΦ мрǘƘ Ψ¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ  DƛǾŜŀǿŀȅΩ  

ŦŜŀǘǳǊƛƴƎ  

¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ ²ƘƛǘŜ tƛƴŜ ς  ! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ tƭŀȅ  
/ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ 9ǾŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ тΥлл ǇΦƳΦ 



JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS! 

 

ALL GAMES & PUZZLES 

40% OFF 
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Monday - Thursday  7am - 7pm 

Friday 7am - 8pm 

Saturday 8am  - 8pm   Sunday 8am - 7pm 

Try a FREE sample of our new  
French Vanilla or Toffee Cappuccino  

Dec. 1 - 7  - 1 small per person per day  
 

Check out our Sustainable Coffee & Herbal Teas 

705 488 1101 

The Coffey Family Homestead 

The original deed for lot 21, concession 13 

was issued to William Coben . He was a 

second generation Coben from the Dutch 

Line settlement. A Michael Coffey owned 

the deed for lot 20 (now Spencerôs Trail) 

where a single room log cabin with loft, 

wainscoting and windows was built. Lilacs 

were planted to identify the location of the 

home. There was also a root cellar built 

into the side of a hill near the house. A 

Henry Wells owned 22 and erected a one 

room log cabin just east of the original 

pathway to the log cabin. 

Mr. Coben contracted after some years for 

the erection of a two-storey ñOld Ontario 

Styleò home built in 1904. It had 4 bed-

rooms, a living room and later a summer 

kitchen and woodshed. The house featured 

a fine bannister made in Montreal (one of 

only 2 such in the community). The walls 

had no sawdust insulation but had 2 layers 

of solid 1ò+ white pine no doubt taken 

from the massive pine forests on the prop-

erty and milled either by hand or ex-

changed from equal amounts from one of 

the 6 sawmills in Kinmount. The house 

was built on solid rock with a 7ò stone 

foundation. Some surface rock appears in 

the corner of the cellar floor.  

The south end of lot 22 was a 22 acre lake 

called Coffey Lake that was a dammed up 

bush lake with a stream eventually feeding 

into Crystal Lake.  The lake was 22 acres 

in size and spring fed with a huge oak tree 

sitting on an island.  

Fields were cleared at 5 acres per year 

which was stipulated in the free 

grant licence. These farm lots were 

recognized as having some of the 

more fertile land in Galway. But the 

fields were not without problems as 

noted even today: rocks, better 

known as ground knots, were picked 

each spring following the last signs 

of snow and frost.  This hard task 

seemed like a never ending chore. 

The ñnewò and very heavy rocks 

were handpicked and placed on a 

stone boat and hauled by the family 

team of horses or oxen. It was the responsi-

bility of the women and children of the farm 

to clear the fields of rocks before ploughing, 

cultivation and the seeding process could 

take place. These ground knots were then 

taken to the many rock piles and possibly 

used for rock fences, building foundations, 

coops, stys and the like. Many of these rock 

piles exist on the farm today. 

A J Fleury & Sons single furrow plough (a 

Fleury 21 known as the :  Dandyò) was pre-

ciously hung  in the drive shed of the proper-

ty, well-worn from many years of hard la-

bour. Itôs ironic that current owner Bruce 

Fleury is a fifth generation descendent of the 

Fleury Agricultural works in Aurora. The 

early ploughing of these very rough fields, 

with more rocks, roots and various soil tex-

tures left from the glacial retreat meant that 

it was often necessary to add a second team 

to cut the turf. An acre of ploughing each 

day was doing very well. The team would 

only hit one sizeable rock to never forget its 

location every year after. 

In 1918 The Coben farm was sold to Jack 

Coffey. It is believed the Cobens went West 

with their kinfolk. Jack Coffey was a single 

man, raised next door on lot 20, who had 

worked very hard and earned some wealth as 

Continued on page 17 



We are committed to your health 
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family 

Have your prescriptions filled with us! 
Located at the Medical Centre to serve you better. 

 
Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations  

   Free Medication Review & Delivery 
 

     Hours:            Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm 
Thurs.  9 am to 8 pm  &  Fri. 9 am to 5 pm 

Last monthôs Spot the Shot: 

 
Blackõs Rock from the Rail 
Line, North of Kinmount 

Dianne Spring  

Broker of Record/Owner 
dspring@sympatico.ca 

www.diannespring.com 

Vic Spring 

 Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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WHO ARE YOUR ANCESTORS? 

Trent Lakes can help!  

ancestry.com is available for research at  

110 County Rd. 49 Bobcaygeon  
Wednesday's 10 - 3 

705 - 738 - 0100  

We have people to help with your search.  

First search free then charge of $5.00 applies unless you are 

a member or join at a cost of $15.00 a year.  

Large supply of books & family trees.          

GHHS of Trent Lakes 

 Kinmount Gazette  

TO THE 

$20 per year 

Contact Michelle Barkwell  

P.O. Box 55, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705-488-2496 or email secretlois@yahoo.ca 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE  

COLLECTOR SETS 
Volume 1, Issues 1 - 16  $20.00  

Volumes 2 - 5 - $15.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre 
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Stories for Remembrance Day 
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James Sandford 
Registered Massage Therapist 

 

For multiple health issues or just relaxation! 

Home visits are available after Free consultation 

 

Get the most of your benefits, receipts issued. 

 

 

705 488 1384 

Remembrance Day is an opportunity for 

Canadians to pay tribute to those Canadians 

who served their country in foreign wars and 

those who died in this service. In the last few 

years, this remembrance has included actual 

memories of veterans, especially from the 

dwindling ñband of brothersò who served in 

the Second World War (1939-1945). Most of 

these veterans are in their 80s, WW II hav-

ing ended 48 years ago.  

The editor would like to add two stories he 

experienced about veterans.  

Boris and Joe were once residents of Kin-

mount; WW II veterans and good friends. 

Boris had been in the German Army and Joe 

in the Royal Navy. They would often meet 

on the main street of Kinmount and have 

long discussions. Some of those discussions 

involved their stories from the war. 

Boris had survived the Russian Front, no 

mean feat in a war where the Russian Front 

was considered a death sentence. He would 

often tell stories of the number of men in his 

unit that literately froze to death overnight 

during the Russian winter. It was often said 

the best generals in the Russian Army were 

General January and General February.  

Canadian winters were no big deal to Boris. 

Joe had served in the Royal Navy. He was 

from Guyana in South America and was a 

proud veteran.  

One day I was listening to their stories and 

Joe stopped, put his arm around Boris and 

stated: ñForty years ago Boris and I were 

trying to kill one another. Today weôre best 

of friends.ò Boris smiled in agreement. Itôs 

hard to believe that men who were totally 

committed to killing the opponents on sight 

could put this part of their past aside and live 

in friendship. But it happened. 

The year 2008 was designated the Year of 

the Veteran. As part of our annual Warriorôs 

Day Parade at the Kinmount Fair, the Royal 

Canadian Legion Branch 441 in Kinmount 

and the Kinmount Fair invited all veterans to 

ride in the parade. Wagons and floats were 

assembled. A large number of veterans 

showed up to ride in the parade; proudly 

decked out in their Legion regalia and war 

medals.  Gordon Kennedy from Irondale 

even wore his original uniform from WW II: 

it still fit! Not many today could fit into their 

clothes of 40 years ago!  

The procession was halted in front of the 

grandstand, a wireless mic was produced and 

the assembled veterans were asked their 

name and wartime units. I expected 

most to be veterans of the Canadian 

Army. But I found an American vet 

and two from the British Army: no big 

surprise. But then one gentleman pro-

ceeded to name a unit from the German 

Army. I was taken aback. Forty years 

ago he was the hated enemy! I com-

posed myself and went on down the 

line.  As the show ended, I glanced 

back to find the German veteran shar-

ing a story with his neighbours that left 

all laughing! Bygones were bygones 

and the former enemies were now shar-

ing camaraderie. If only the whole 

world could let bygones be bygones; in 

the words of that famous song ñWhat a 

wonderful world it would beò.  

Next year (2014) will mark several 

historical milestones in Canadian His-

tory. It will mark the 200th anniversary 

of the last year of the War Of 1812: a 

huge turning point in Canadian Histo-

ry. It will also mark the 100th anniver-

sary of the start of World War One.  

Just a side note: World War I was 

called the Great War or the War of the 

Nations until the 1940s. There had to 

be a WW II before we could call it 

WW I. 

CHRISTMAS BINGO FRIDAY DEC. 13 AT THE LEGION  

HAMS -  TURKEYS -  CASH & $500 MUST GO JACKPOT!  
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Kidsô Corner   
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ONTARIO EARLY YEARS  

PRESCHOOL DROP- IN  

 

 
y5QX HS § :NT½KK KHJD HS{x   

Kinmount Community Centre  

 Mondays 10am -  noon 

Trial Period Extended through December 
No visit Dec. 7 

Halloween Fun; 1st Kinmount 

Unit at Remembrance Day Service. 

 

 

 

 

 

    
KIDSKIDSKIDS   

Saturday November 30 9:30am - noon 

ST. JAMES ANGLICAN CHURCH 

Nothing over $1 and we wrap it for you! 

Bring kids to Christmas shop  

for friends & family! 

FREE  

SURPRISE  

FOR  

KIDS!  

FIND KINNY THE ELF  
At Kinmount  

Artisans 

Marketplace 

Saturday, Dec. 7 


