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Breakfast with Santa @ the Community Centre 8:30-11:00 AM 

In -store Specials ALL DAY LONG, Kids Crafts, Wagon Rides 

Meet Santa @ the Post Office and travel to the Royal Canadian Legion for 

Christmas Lunch for the Kids and Presents for kids 10 and under at 2:00 PM 

Bring Your Bells!  Join us for the official ringing of village bells.  Enjoy 
Cookies, Hot Chocolate, Christmas Carols, Pictures with Santa Claus and 
Community Spirit. 

Delicious Desserts, Christmas Loonie Auction, Celtic Music  
Featuring Special Musical Guests The Family Tyes 

Tickets $10.00 each  Contact Diane Austin at 705-488-2635 

December 5th and 7th  



for these unusual station sites 

could have been rooted in the 

fact Mariposa Township re-

fused to grant bonus money  for 

railway construction.  

In its hay-day, Manilla was a 

service centre for much of the 

surrounding district. Mail was 

dispersed to surrounding small-

er post offices via Manilla. Ear-

ly pioneers from Eldon Town-

ship to the north used Manilla 

as their shopping centre.  For 

many years, Manilla was the 

only post office in all of Mari-

posa and Eldon Townships. 

When the village first received 

its post office (1836), the ham-

let was called Coulthardôs Cor-

ners (after an early hotel keep-

er), or Hamôs Corners (same 

reason) but the new name of 

Mariposa was given to the new 

post office. By 1856, that name 

was considered confusing (it 

was the township name after 

all) and the new title Manilla 

was adopted.  

The little village had all the 

trappings of a prosperous pio-

neer community. It had a doc-

tor, brass band, multi room 

school house, at least 3 church-

es and a telephone company! It 

also supported numerous indus-

trial enterprises including 

blacksmiths, grist mill, saw 

mill, harness maker, tannery, 

pump maker , tin smith,  tailor 

and undertaker .  the local doc-

tor was the first to have a tele-

phone (1886), privately running 

wires down Simcoe St to Sonya 

so he could communicate with 

his patients!  The village also 

had its own bank (1912-1923), 

a branch of the Home Bank 

which went bankrupt in 1923.  

Manilla was also the site of a 

Mechanicôs Institute; a symbol 

of prestige for a community its 

size. Mechanicôs Institutes were 

early forms of public libraries. 

The organization was formed in 

the early 1880s to set up educa-

tional libraries for working 

class people who couldnôt af-

ford books and lacked access to 

education reading materials. 

These libraries were mainly 

confined to larger centres, like 

Lindsay where the current  

library also began as a  

Mechanicôs Institute. The Ma-

nilla branch operated from 

1861 to 1895. By this date it 

had 1,300 books on inventory. 

The Manilla library became a 

public (township) operation in 

1895 and was absorbed into the 

Victoria County system in 

1965. Today it is struggling to 

survive as a public library.  

Another strange incident oc-

curred in Manilla in 1837, fol-

lowing a provincial election. 

Feelings ran high all over the 

area as Reformers and Tories 

ñfoughtò over the election re-

sults.  The fighting turned 

physical at the Stage House Inn 

in Manilla and a patron named 

Chisholm was killed by a man 

named OôBoyle during what 

was called an ñelection riotò. 

Violence flared on a larger 
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scale in December of the same year as 

Reformers led by William Lyon Mac-

kenzie marched on the Parliament in 

Toronto in a sordid little comic affair 

called the Rebellion of 1837. The 

rebellion was crushed at the so-called 

ñBattleò of Montgomeryôs Tavern, 

but the ill feelings continued.  Rebels 

lived in fear for months as loyal To-

ries issued treats and accusations. A 

leading Reformer, William Purdy 

(founder of Lindsay) actually spent 

time in jail over the rebellion.  Mari-

posa Township had a number of 

prominent Reformers and a large seg-

ment of loyalist Tories as well. Even-

tually the affair disappeared into the 

pages of history and political violence 

became a thing of the past. 

Like many smaller local hamlets, 

Manilla declined in the 20th Century. 

Business and commercial activity 

moved to larger, regional centre such 

as Beaverton, Woodville, Port Perry  

and Lindsay. The village population 

declined to about 100 and most of the 

businesses closed.  

 

Manilla lies right on the 

boundary between Mariposa 

Township in Victoria County 

and Brock Township in the 

old Ontario County (now 

Durham Region).  The county 

boundary is now called 

Simcoe Street, and it was a 

major pioneer road in the 

1830s that ran from Oshawa 

harbour north to Lake Simcoe 

(hence the name). A stage 

coach  

operated up Simcoe Street,  

passing  through Columbus, 

Raglan, Prince Albert, Port 

Perry, Sonya and ending at 

Manilla. Manilla was the end 

of the line, and after an over-

night stay, the next day the 

stage reversed the journey. At 

Manilla, connecting stages led 

north to Woodville, east to 

Lindsay and west to Beaver-

ton. One way fare was $1.50 

per trip.  Besides passengers, 

this road brought freight and 

the mail to many of the sur-

rounding hamlets. The link to 

Beaverton was especially 

important because Beaverton 

acted as the local ñportò; hav-

ing water connections to the 

south via Lake Simcoe and 

Yonge St. Thus Manilla be-

came the first regional centre 

in the area. 

By the 1860s Manilla con-

tained several hotels, stores 

and churches! Its population 

peaked in 1870 at about 600. 

After that date, the ñcentre 

line roadò through Uxbridge 

to Beaverton siphoned off 

road traffic and 2 railway 

lines bypassed the village. In 

a fit of spite, the railway lines 

bypassed the village and set 

up their junction south of the 

village at Manilla Junction. 

This was common in Maripo-

sa Township as the Lindsay-

Beaverton line deliberately 

ran between Oakwood and 

Little Britain thus avoiding 

favouring each village. A new 

station called Mariposa Junc-

tion was set up. The reason 
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A little piece of history!  

Beautiful Glossy Colour Photos 

Community & Event Information 

$3.00 each or 2 for $5.00 

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace  

Austin Lumber 

Kinvale Restaurant  

Gateway General Store & Cafe 

It would not be Christmas in Kin-

mount without the tradition of our 

annual Christmas Carolling Even-

ing.  There have been few times 

when this tradition did not take 

place over the holidays and of the-

se times it was Mother Nature who 

dictated its demise with poor 

weather conditions. 

The history of carolling begins 

with the Pagan celebrations of the 

Winter Solstice.  Songs were sung 

at this time to honour the Solstice 

and its Pagan gods. While individ-

uals sang they would also dance in 

celebration.  In fact the origin of 

the word carol means a circular 

dance although this practice has 

seemed to fall out of favour over 

the centuries. 

Early Christians adopted the pagan 

singing practice and it was very 

early in Christianity that carols 

were made part of Christmas cele-

brations, a practice that continues 

today. 

In Kinmount, the Christmas Carol-

ling tradition is taking place this 

year on Monday, December 16th.  

We will be meeting at the Commu-

nity Centre at 6:30 PM and begin-
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      Greetings  

Kinmount Agricultural Society  

ning our tour of singing door to 

door from there until we have 

made it around the town.  The Kin-

mount Guiding Group will be join-

ing us for the first hour.  After-

wards, participants are invited to 

meet together for cookies and a 

refreshment and to discuss holiday 

plans. 

Should you have any wonderings 

about this yearôs Christmas Carol-

ling, please contact Julie Austin at 

705-488-2961 during the business 

hours.   

 

 

Holiday Carolling Tradition Continues in Kinmount 


