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The Burning of Dr. Whiteôs Office 

White in an unique way: as a 

young child. Here is her story: 

In Kinmount at that time was a 

country doctor who had no 

office hours or days off. He 

delivered babies, pulled teeth, 

tended sick animals and set 

bones within a fifty mile radi-

us. He performed both minor 

and major operations on kitch-

en tables, sharpened his knives 

on a whetstone and sterilized 

his instruments with boiling 

water. The local people had 

complete confidence in him 

and acted in many cases as his 

assistant, obeying his calm, 

steady directions as efficiently 

as trained nurses. He was a 

small man. He loved growing 

plants, animals and children. 

He was earnest in his wish to 

implant his love of nature 

liam Watson at #2 East Main 

St (Present site of the Fresh-

mart) and opened a medical 

practice with a Drug store. 

Dr. White lived in the build-

ing and thus had a river front-

age. He continued in business 

until the fire of 1917 burnt 

out the entire block and left 

him homeless. He moved to 

Fenelon Falls, but still contin-

ued to minister to the medical 

needs of his Kinmount pa-

tients.  

To fully understand Dr.. 

White and his practice, the 

Gazette has excerpted this 

story from ñBrown Paws And 

Green Thumbsò. Carol Pear-

son, the famous owner of 

Silver Slipper and a long time 

summer resident of Kin-

mount, remembered Dr. 

The measure of prosperity and 

influence in any pioneer town 

was the presence of a doctor. It 

meant your community was 

prosperous and important. In the 

first decades of the Twentieth 

Century, Kinmount had not one, 

but two doctors! Dr. Frost and 

Dr. White both had practices in 

the village. Thanks to its excel-

lent transportation connections, 

these doctors serviced a large 

populace in the surrounding 

area. In the era before the motor 

car, the railway was a  huge 

advantage to travel. Besides the 

regular trains, doctors could 

move from community to com-

munity by hand car or veli-

copede (literally a bicycle for 

railway tracks!). 

One of these doctors was Dr. 

Ernest White. In 1900 he pur-

chased the store built by Wil-
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Thursday July 12       MUSIC IN THE PARK with the Downeyville Fiddlers & Friends                                                 

           6:30 p.m. Austin Sawmill Heritage Park - BBQ too!   

 

Friday July 13          GHOST TOUR 8:30 p.m. Kinmount Railway Station  

 

July 13 & 14                     CHRISTMAS IN JULY OUTDOOR CRAFT SALE  

   

Saturday July 14  MOONLIGHT MANIA  4:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. Main Street & Area 

                                     6:30 p.m. The Great Toy Boat Race - Meet by the Post Office 

                                  7:30 p.m. Pizza Eating Contest - Sign up at Slice of the North by 6:00 p.m. 

The Maclay Experience, Earth Tones Drumming, Mash Hill Wagon Rides  

Heritage Centre, Artisans Market, Model Railroad & Museum  

Lindsay District Fur Harvesters, Classic Car Show  

Heritage Photo Hunt, Street Vendors, Outdoor Bingo, Chicken Poop Bingo,   

Kids Zone, Artisans Crafts for Kids, Over the Moon Photo Op,  

Make your own Pizza, Delicious Food, Raffles, Contests, Prizes & More!  

  FREE VENDOR SPACE!  BRING YOUR YARD SALE!  Call 705-488-2961 to book. 

For more information visit kinmount.ca  Sponsored by The Kinmount Committee for Planning & Economic Development 
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ñExplore Our Heritage...Experience Our Charm!ò 
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later replaced with a floating 

bridge and later causeway, 

further cementing Bridgenorth 

as a travel hub. Optimistic citi-

zens dubbed Bridgenorth as 

the ñCentre of the Universeò.  

Chemong Lake was originally 

called Mud Lake for obvious 

reasons. It was shallow and 

muddy, until the dam at Buck-

horn raised the water level as 

much as 10 feet in the 1830s. 

A band of Mississauga Indians 

frequented Bridgenorth, likely 

because of the portage, until 

they moved to other side of the 

lake and formed the Curve 

Lake Reserve in the 1830s. 

The old Portage Road was 

improved for wheeled 

transport and renamed Com-

munication Road. The plan to 

continue the Road on to Bob-

caygeon and points north 

would require some sort of a 

bridge over Chemong Lake 

and thus the name Bridge 

North was coined.  

But geography dealt the com-

munity some bad cards. The 

situation on the Kawartha 

Lakes meant travel flowed 

around Bridgenorth: through 

Lindsay & Bobcaygeon to the 

west and Lakefield & Buchorn 

to the east. That darn Mud 

(Chemong) Lake kept getting 

in the way. Early plans to build 

a road and a railway from 

Bridgenorth north failed to 

materialize because better 

routes were available including 

the railway through Kinmount 

to the destination of Haliburton 

Village.  When the steamboat 

age ended in the early 1900s, 

Bridgenorth stagnated as a 

transportation centre.  

But the village did continue to 

exploit its water advantages. 

Lumbering became the main-

stay of the village with 

sawmills dotting the water-

front. Logs could easily be 

floated into the village. And 

the tranquil shores of Che-

mong Lake began to attract 

The village of Bridgenorth is 

located on the south shore of 

Chemong (or Mud) Lake 

about 6 miles north of Peter-

borough. The site was a por-

tage place on the Trent River 

system. Natives canoeing  

through the Kawartha Lakes 

could save 55 miles off their 

journey by portaging from 

Bridgenorth to Peterborough. 

Champlain recorded the Brid-

genorth portage in his 1615 

expedition to make war on the 

Iroquois. Even carrying ca-

noes overland for 6 miles was 

easier than paddling through 

the longer route through Bur-

leigh Falls and Lakefield! A 

site at Bridgenorth is named 

ñChamplainôs Restò in honour 

of the explorer. Local legend 

maintains Champlain & the 

Huron war party camped here 

for a month until the lakes 

froze over and they could 

snowshoe back to Huronia on 

the ice. But this legend does 

not make sense: Bridgenorth 

is too close to Huronia to halt 

the war party for a whole 

month. They could easily 

walk to Orillia in 3 or 4 days 

from here! 

The village site was pur-

chased by a speculator named 

Ward in 1822. Ward, a promi-

nent resident of Cobourg, 

smelled profit for the old por-

tage site. He surveyed the 

village site into 129 lots and 

put them up for sale. Big 

things were expected of Brid-

genorth. It was still a major 

ñportò for traffic on the Trent 

Canal until the section from 

Burleigh Falls to Peterbor-

ough was completed in the 

late 1890s. Steamboats could 

reach Bobcaygeon, Lindsay & 

Fenelon Falls by lock from 

Bridgenorth. Early settlers 

poured into Ennismore, Har-

vey and points further north 

through Bridgenorth. A ferry 

was built to service 

Ennismore. This ferry was 
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Friends and Neighbours: Bridgenorth 

summer tourists. Lodges cheq-

uered the shoreline, and even-

tually individual cottages were 

built along the waterfront. The 

Chemong Regatta became lo-

cally famous. Fishermen & 

hunters raved about the area.  

From a slow start, Bridgenorth 

began to flourish as a tourism 

destination. In 1838, 

the disappointed Ward 

tried to sell his Brid-

genorth holdings to no 

avail. As late as 1855, 

98 of the 129 lots were 

still unsold. But as 

tourism developed, so 

did the village. A busi-

ness section grew up. 

The completion of the 

Causeway helped as 

well: no more death-

defying trips over the old floating 

causeway! The village gradually 

developed as a bedroom community 

for the growing city of Peterborough 

and then a retirement community on 

the valuable Trent Canal. Today 

Bridgenorth boasts over 2,000 resi-

dents, strung out in a narrow band 

along the shore of Chemong Lake.   

Top:  The Bridgenorth Causeway across Chemong Lake.   

Bottom:  Children working in school garden, Bridgenorth Ele-

mentary School circa 1920. 



OPEN DAILY  10 am - 4 pm   
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The Beat Goes On at Moonlight Mania 

The Call of the Drum resonates 

in Kinmount Saturday, July 14.  

Not only will you catch the beat 

at Moonlight Mania you can BE 

the beat!  Drum builder & teacher 

John Proctor provides a fun for 

all, hands on,  interactive experi-

ence with his wide assortment of 

hand-crafted, unique drums,  

John is based in Haliburton at 

Earth Tones Studio.  He made the 

move to Haliburton over 15 years 

ago after falling in love with the 

Highlands.  It felt like the perfect 

place to unleash his musical crea-

tivity.  His instincts were correct! 

At Earth Tones John builds and 

teaches workshops for children 

and adults on a variety of drums 

including Djembe, Taiko, Ashiko 

and Native American Frame 

Drums as well as percussion in-

struments crafted from Hard 

Shelled Gourds.  John is always 

creating new and different drums.  

His current passion is using recy-

cled materials.  He also facilitates 

drumming circles and soundscapes 

for young and old  who respond to 

the call and the dance of the drum 

beat.  John is an Artist Educator 

and certified Roots of Rhythm 

teacher (www.rootsofrhythm.net) in 

public schools.  He trains teachers 

and students in ancient and modern 

rhythms and instrument making. 

According to John ñIf you have a 

heartbeat you have rhythm.ò  So 

why beat around the bush?  Dare to 

discover your inner beat!  Join John 

for some fun with sound and 

rhythm games.  Johnôs instruments 

are user friendly. No musical expe-

rience necessary. All ages and abili-

ties welcome. The Beat Goes On at 

Moonlight Mania ... boom-boom, 

boom-boom, boom-boom... 

Kinmount Artisans  Marketplace  
Local Fine Art, Handcrafts, Gifts & Antiques  

Local History Books & Souvenirs  
Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre  

         County Rd. 45 W. at 121  

SHOP TAX FREE! 
www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

 

Explore our market!  
Saturdays, 9 am - 2 pm  
May 19th - October 6th 

Organic veggies, baked goods, honey, beef, 

lamb, maple syrup, unique crafts & much more! 

 
 

 

  

Kinmount Farmers Market  

 At  Austin Sawmill Heritage Park  

Call 705-799-1237 or visit kinmountfarmersmarket.ca 

You wonôt leave empty-handed!  

Clockwise from top left; John 

Proctor of Earth Tone Studios 

creates a drum; John  teaches at 

Sandford Fleming College and 

this was his installation for the 

Facility Art Show called Vessels; 

This Pandeiro created by John, can also be called Brazilian Frame 

Drum. The cupping of the metal jingles creates a crisper, drier and 

less sustained tone than  that of a tambourine. This is the distin-

guishing feature of the Pandiero. A third flat disk can be placed be-

tween the two cupped disks. This Pandeiro has a 10ò goat skin head 

with a 2.5ò yellow cedar frame; One of Johnôs 9ò hard shell gourd 

hand drums.  Visit John at earthtonesstudio.ca 

Discover Your Inner Beat 
At Moonlight Mania! 

6 Hunter Street,  

PO Box 256 

Kinmount, On, K0M 2A0 

www.quiltersinn.net 

Studio 705-887-8499 

Residence705-488-1312 

E-mail: 

quiltagrafix@gmail.com 

The Quilters Inn               Barb Leffering 
Longarm Machine Quilting              Quilting Retreats 

Classes                                                        Notions 

Fabric  -  over 1200 bolts, wide backing, childrenôs fabric, panels, blenders & more 

Open Saturday, Sunday and most afternoons  

Please call to confirm weekly hours 

 

http://www.madeinhaliburton.ca/artistry/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Drum.png
http://www.madeinhaliburton.ca/products/9%22-Hard%252dshelled-Gourd-Drum--by-John-Proctor.html


Myth Busters:  River Monster 

Firewood  

All Hardwood  

Delivery Available 

Brian @ 705.488.1828 
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In the twilight hours of June with, a 

visiting fisherperson, Sumaki Kali 

was taken by surprise when she 

found herself in herself in her fish-

ing boat being towed by what ap-

peared to be a large catfish.  The 

battle ensued for several hours be-

fore the river beast was subdued and 

hauled into the stern of the boat.   

ñIt was exhausting and exhilarating 

all at the same time!ò declared Ms. 

Kali when speaking from her home 

in Georgetown.  ñIôve never experi-

enced anything like it and Iôve been 

an angler since I was 4 years old!ò  

Ms. Kali was visiting with friends 

near Irondale when they decided to 

spend the day fishing on the 

Burnt River.   

Ministry of Natural Resources 

personnel were called to identify 

the fish species and have taken 

the body back to this laboratories 

in Gogama, Ontario to study this 

river monster.  |Calls to the Minis-

try were not returned in time for 

publishing b ut by using Google 

searches and Wikipedia sources, 

Kali believes the fish to be Ictalu-

rus punctatus falsitus a rare chan-

nel catfish that is found in the 

waters of Ontario.  This would be 

the first known catch of this spe-

cies of fish accord 

ing to locals.   

 

Below:  (from left) a picture of the 

catch;  a photo Kai who took Ga-

zette staff back to the site where 

she first snagged the large fish on 

the river near Blackôs Rock. 

                    JULY HIGH FIVE CLUB  

 

                          HAPPY BIRTHDAY  

Megan Dier, Audrey Silver, Adam Hockey, Taylor Brauer,  

Trevor Brauer, Tim Pearson 

CONGRATULATIONS TO PLAYSCHOOL GRADUATES  

Kyle Lin, John Austin, Carson Snoddon-Jones 

GRADE 8 GRADUATES 

Harrison Clements, Ashley Parsons, Andrew McGee, 

Kelly Graham, Timothy Burgess, Jessica Campbell, Patrick Pearson 

GRADE 12 GRADUATES 

Kelsey Crego, Mellissa Parsons, Meredith March 

UNIVERSITY GRADUATES  
Megan Pearson, Jacob Lang 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  

John and Diane Austin 

Give Your High Five by July 20 for the August Gazette 

BOBôS APPLIANCE SERVICE  
Rep a i r s  t o  a l l  Ma j o r  B ran d  Names 

 
R e f r i g e r a t o r sðR a n g e sðD i s h w a s h e r s 

M i c r o w a v e sðW a s h e r sðD r y e r sð F r e e z e r s 

A i r  C o n d i t i o n e r s  

 

 

N e w  a n d  U s e d  S a l e s  &  P a r t  S a l e s 
 

7  D a y s  a  W e e k 

R R # 1 ,  K i n m o u n t ,  O N  705-488-2274 

705-488-1349 

STRAWBERRY SUPPER  

JULY 7  

GALWAY HALL  



 

Youôre Invited... 

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT  

Thursday July 12  Beginning July 5  
6:30 pm  

Austin Sawmill Heritage Park  
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OUTDOOR CHURCH SERVICE  
July 22, 9:45 a.m. Austin Sawmill Heritage Park 

BBQ follows Service - All Welcome 

Sponsored by Kinmount United Church 

The Burning of Dr. Whiteôs Office cont. from pg. 1 

SUNDAY MORNING KIDS CLUB 
8:00 a.m.-  9:00 a.m. 

At St.. James Anglican Church, Crego St.  Kinmount 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 5  Gord Kidd & Friends  

July 12  Downeyville Fiddlers & Friends, BBQ 

July 19 Tony & the Satin Tones 

July 26   Highlands Trio 

August 2 Johnny Burke 

August 9 Caroline & Friends 

August 16 Rick Fines 

August 23 Zoe Chilco 

and its pure associations in the 

minds of all children, and they 

loved him for it. 

Doctor White had strong, gentle, 

beautiful hands. They would deftly 

sew up a wound or bathe and dress 

a new baby as gently as a woman. 

He would carve a piece of wood 

with the skill of an expert. His 

office was filled with lovingly 

carved boats and wooden treasures 

that held  a warm, natural beauty. 

People came to him, often with 

arms and legs so mangled that 

they would expect amputation. In 

many cases he saved their limbs, 

as he saved countless lives, and 

countless hopes and ideals. He 

was not what you would call a 

|religious manò for he was too 

natural; but he certainly was a 

holy man. 

Many offers had come to him 

from hospitals in large cities, anx-

ious to have his great skill at their 

disposal; but the cities, he said, 

could get many fine doctors. It 

was there in the country, miles 

from a hospital, where few doctors 

wished to go, that he felt he was 

repaying his God for the ability he 

had been given.  

This great man had become a 

true friend of my mother, and 

Jean and I loved him. His home 

was always open to us, and we 

spent many happy days there. 

The house was on the bank of 

the Kinmount (Burnt) River, the 

land about it was landscaped 

and dotted with birdhouses of 

the doctors own making. Bubbie 

(our puppy) always visited with 

us and he  enjoyed meeting the 

families of muskrats in the river 

bank. Dr. White drove a Ford, 

which, as this was 1917, was 

quite an innovation. Bubbie 

enjoyed the car rides, and for 

the first part of the trip, would 

sit straight on the seat beside the 

doctor, like a little man. 

It was not really a surprise, 

therefore, when we were bun-

dled into the train to go back to 

the city that winter, to have the 

kind doctor take Bubbie under 

his arm after all the goodbyes 

had been said. How pained I 

was for a moment. Now years 

later, I am so grateful  that Bub-

bie was given to Doctor White. 


