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Reflections of 2020 - The Year of COVID 19 

Although it is only 10 months since the 
Covid 19 pandemic hit the planet, I thought 
the end of the year would be a more appro-
priate time to reflect on the year 2020. The 
whole pandemic has changed our lifestyles 
and our community in ways we could not 
imagine last March. And the end of the pan-
demic is far from settled yet. But we do 
know what has happened; so here is a per-
sonal reflection on the events of the year 
2020. 
Never having a ópandemic experienceô, we 
had to feel our way through this crisis. The 
biggest issue was how this would affect our 
lifestyles. Yes, we could wear a mask, wash 
our hands, distance ourselves, etc: not a 
huge deal. And yes, store closings and new 
ñrulesò were an inconvenience, but again 
not major stuff. But the fall out over events, 
lifestyles and the way we lived was unprec-
edented. 
Here is a rundown on the social side of 
2020: The Year of Covid-19. 
 
Kinmount Fair 
 
The biggest loss for me was the total cancel-
lation of the Fair. It was to be a huge cele-
bration year in 2020: our 150th anniversary. 
The directors started to lay big plans and 
then paused in March. The hope that the 
pandemic would ñgo awayò as quickly as 
possible was not realized and by June reali-
ty meant the cancellation of all large public 
events with no end in sight. All Fairs were 
cancelled. Some tried to stage ñvirtual fairsò 
or online events, but it just wasnôt the same. 
The Fair just went into hibernation: a lost 
year. I went to the Fairgrounds on the Satur-
day morning when the Fair should have 
been in full swing and took photos. The 
grounds looked sad and forlorn. It hurt. It 
was just a lost year. What does 2021 hold in 
store for the Kinmount Fair? At this time, it 
is still speculation. Stay tuned 
Another loss was the temporary closing of 
the Highlands Cinema for the 2020 season. 
Although the social distancing restrictions 
were lightened for the latter part of the sum-
mer season, it was not worthwhile to open. 
What will happen in 2021? 
 
Railway Station & Austin Sawmill Park 
 
All public buildings were closed in March, 

and most never re-opened. The Tourist 
Information never opened. The Model Rail-
way never opened. The Historical Research 
Centre was closed for the entire year. The 
recreational corridor and the Park were 
available but Music in the Park was can-
celled and for a time the park playground 
was off limits. The Farmerôs Market was 
opened by July but lost 2 months of opera-
tion. Even the village flowers were cut 
back, with about half the barrels left un-
planted. The public washrooms were kept 
open (thank heavens!). 
The Artisanôs Coop Marketplace was 
closed from March ï June but managed to 
reopen under ñconditionsò. A number of 
the artisans did not participate, but the Mar-
ketplace soldiered on. 
The Library was shuttered and is still not 
open. But business was transacted online 
and books could be ordered for pick up at 
the Library. 
The Legion was closed and their events and 
activities cancelled.   
The Kinmount Gazette missed three edi-
tions (April-May-June) mainly due to the 
printer being closed. But we bounced back! 
Almost all community events were can-
celled. The first to go was the ñMeet the 
Communityò volunteer day in May. Canada 
Day was a complete write off. No fire-
works/Picnic in the Fairgrounds. No Straw-
berry Supper at the Galway Hall or the 
Legion. The Crystal Lake Cottagers held a 
ñBoat Paradeò on the lake to celebrate Can-
ada Day. The City of Kawartha Lakes Arts 
Network released an online video of artistic 
impressions taken by drone. Darlene Mann 

Continued p. 4 
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Friends and Neighbours: Muskoka Colonization Road 
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ern River was a major 
waterway that is today 
part of the Trent-Severn 
Canal. A whole series of 
bridges have spanned the 
river at this location. It 
was the obvious site for a 
pioneer village, and the 
first store was opened in 
1858. As traffic on the 
Canal grew, so did the 
local economy. The vil-
lage did contain some 
sawmills, but most lum-
ber processing was done 
elsewhere. It was tourism that 
built Severn Bridge. Tourist 
resorts soon dotted the local 
lakes, especially Sparrow Lake. 
Thanks to the Canal, steam-
boats were common form of 
transport in the area. A  busi-
ness section was established 
and a local agricultural fair 
held, but tourism and travel 
built the community of Severn 
Bridge. Today a large modern 
bridge spans the Trent-Severn 
Canal. 
After Severn Bridge,  route of 
the Muskoka Road snaked its way 
north through the Canadian Shield 

towards Gravenhurst. The original 
hamlet between in this section was 
called Malta and was located on the 
east side of the Road. Later a com-
munity called Lethbridge was estab-
lished as a farm settlement wedged 

between the Road and Sparrow Lake. 
The name was later changed to Kil-
worthy. The original hamlet had a 
church, a school and a general store 
at a crossroads near the Lake. In the 
1870s, the Northern Railway was 

pushed north to Gravenhurst and a 
station was built in the area where 
the Kilworthy Road crossed the rail-
way. Thus the hamlet had two sec-
tions; a road junction and a railway 
junction several miles apart. Over 
time, the lumber industry declined 

and the farms were abandoned. But 
tourism replaced these industries and 
today Kilworthy has crept closer to 
Sparrow Lake.  

Ghost Towns and Abandoned  
Roadways Severn Bridge & Kilworthy 
 
During the pandemic, most local events 
were cancelled. Many attractions were 
closed and distance travel discouraged. It 
was a great chance for rural road trips in 
our area. The editor spent a few days 
exploring this area of Ontario, with a 
special emphasis on History and aban-
doned settlements. This week Friends 
will concentrate on Ghost Towns and 
Abandoned sights of the old Muskoka 
Colonization Road. 
Kinmount sits firmly astride the Bob-
caygeon Colonization Road. Our current 
County Road #121 was once part of a 
system of pioneer roads built in the 
1850s to 1870s in Central Ontario to 
encourage settlement of the unopened 
part of Ontario then called the Ottawa-
Huron Tract. This area was that part of 
Ontario between the Kawartha Lakes 
(south), Lake Huron-Georgian Bay) 
(west), Lake Nipissing (north) and Otta-
wa River (east). There were as many as 
10 colonization roads that were built 
about the same time in this Tract of land 
that was actually part of the Canadian 
Shield. Some are still in use today as part 
of the Ontario Highway network. Others 
are (almost) forgotten roadways and 
some sections have been totally lost over 
the years. The Gazette will study the 
Muskoka Colonization Road. 
The Muskoka Road started at Washago 
and snaked its way north to the village 
of Nipissing on Lake Nipissing. Such 
towns as Gravenhurst, Bracebridge and 
Huntsville grew up along the Road. 
Basically this Colonization Road has 
been replaced by Highway #11. But 
the new highway deviated from the old 
Road in many places, especially after 
Huntsville. The old sections of the 
road were left as minor roads or simply 
abandoned completely to Nature. The 
current centres have been dealt with in 
previous editions of the Gazette. Here 
is the story of the not-so-successful 
hamlets, many reduced to Ghost 
Towns. 
The Muskoka Road originally started 
at Washago and was serviced by water 
from Orillia. Eventually a road access 
to Orillia was built so vehicles could 
travel the whole route by land. North 
of Washago, a large bridge crossed the 
Severn River at a placed called Severn 
Bridge. (Makes sense so far!) The Sev-

Above:  Early bridge over the Severn River. It 
was called the Hamlet Bridge;  
Earliest store at Severn Bridge;  
Kilworthy Store and Post Office 
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Ontario Going into Lockdown...Again 

 

KINMOUNT DOWNTOWN PHARMACY  
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On December 26, 2020, the prov-
ince entered into a complete lock-
down for a two week period to 
attempt to once again flatten the 
curve of positive COVID 19 
tests. 
 
Here are some quick facts from 
the provincial government that 
they released at the time the 
province-wide lockdown was 
announced on December 21, 
2020. 
 
Quick Facts 

¶ Currently, hospitalizations 
for COVID-19 have increased by 
74 per cent over the last four 
weeks and are more than 15 
times higher than they were at the 
beginning of September. Inten-
sive care unit (ICU) occupancy 
for COVID-19 has more than 
doubled over the last four weeks 
and is 20 times higher than at the 
beginning of September. 

¶ Ontario currently has 915 
COVID-19 patients requiring 
acute care, 265 patients in ICU, 
with 152 on a ventilator. 

¶ Based on the latest model-
ling data, cases across the prov-
ince are continuing to grow and 
the number of people requiring 
an intensive care bed is projected 
to rise well above 300 people 
within the next 10 days. 

¶ Some jurisdictions around 
the world, including those in 
Canada have implemented simi-
lar time-limited measures to re-
spond to a dramatic resurgence in 
cases. Based on their experienc-
es, measures of four to six weeks 
are expected to interrupt trans-
mission of COVID-19 in Ontario. 

¶ Municipalities and local 
medical officers of health may 
have additional restrictions or 
targeted requirements in their 
region. 

¶ Get tested if you have symp-

toms compatible with COVID
-19, or if you have been ad-
vised of exposure by your 
local public health unit or 
through the COVID Alert 
App. Visit Ontario.ca/
covidtest to find the nearest 
testing location. 

¶ The Ontario Small Busi-
ness Support Grant is part of 
the Provinceôs more than 
$13.5 billion in support for 
people and jobs outlined in 
the 2020 Budget, Ontarioôs 
Action Plan: Protect, Support, 
Recover. It is also in addition 
to $4.8 billion to address criti-
cal areas to support a strong 
long-term recovery that helps 
workers, employers and com-
munities get back on their 
feet, while building the foun-
dation for recovery and 
growth. 

¶ To find the right sup-
ports, visit COVID-19: Sup-
port for People, which has 
information about the many 
available and free mental health 
services and supports. 

¶ To stay safe you can down-
load the COVID Alert App free 
from the Apple and Google Play 
app stores. 

¶ To date, as part of the prov-
inceôs COVID-19 immunization 
program, over 3,000 frontline 
health care workers have been 
vaccinated. 

¶ Schools continue to be 
safe, and according to data re-
ported by school boards, as of 
Friday, December 18: approxi-
mately 99.64 per cent of students 
in Ontario have not reported a 
case of COVID-19; approximate-
ly 92 per cent of schools across 
the province have had either no 
cases or one case reported within 
the last 14 days; and approxi-
mately 80 per cent of schools do 
not have an case of COVID-19. 
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of Cat Sass Studio represented the Kinmount 
group with her Moose in the Yard.  
The 22nd annual Journey for Health (August) 
was modified this year by encouraging individ-
uals to participate on their own (no group 
scenes!). 
Family Funfest and the annual Ghost Walk 
were also victims of social distancing.  
The Victoria Pony Club was dormant this year: 
all events cancelled. 
Sparks, Brownies and Guides were cancelled.  
Christmas in the Village was changed, with 
Santa sticking to a Visit in the Park (Lions 
Club) and a drive through Ho-Ho at the Legion.  
Even Hunting Season was affected with limits 
on the numbers in camps.  
Public Remembrance Day services were forbid-
den, but the Legion found a way to memorial-
ize the day.  
The Fowl Suppers were cancelled. (Virtual 
turkey just doesnôt work!) 
Fenelon Falls High School was reduced to a 
virtual graduation. Graduates were presented 
with a lawn sign for their homes announcing 
their success. Great idea! 
And the whole school year was mixed up with 
schools closing, opening and now closing 
again. Virtual classes were used as a substitute.  
Businesses were forced to adapt in a variety of 
ways. Masks were/are mandatory and the num-
ber of shoppers inside are regulated. The res-
taurants were limited to take out only.  
Funerals were also regulated. Numbers were 

limited and visitations often reduced to 
family only.  
The Credit Union was closed for a while, but 
later reopened with limited access.  
The Grill -  Take Out did not open for the 
season at all! 
All community halls were closed. The Gal-
way Hall, Kinmount Community Hall and 
the Legion Hall were closed. Public events 
were basically cancelled.  
The churches continued in a fashion under 
public health rules.  
But through it all, the sun rose and the Burnt 
River flowed. It was an ñannoying yearò, but 
the community survived. We will see what 
2021 has in store. Stay tuned to the Gazette! 
Much breath has been expelled about the 
effect of the Pandemic on small businesses. 
Most local operations are still ñhanging in 
thereò, at least for 2020. Who knows what 
the next year will bring! But the business 
community had been suffering before 2020. 
In the last few years, the community has lost 
the following businesses: 
 
Rokeby Lumber/TimBrMart 
Riverbank Restaurant 
Northwood Restaurant 
Gateway Variety 
 
The following community events or organi-
zations have also been lost: 
 
Masonic Lodge #451 
Pearson Family Sleigh Ride 
Kinmount Winter Carnival  

Kinmount Highland Games  
Kinmount Jamboree 
 
These are not good signs. The health of 
a community is related to its businesses 
and organizations. Covid-19 was just a 
step on the road to a changing world. 
What will the next year be like? Much 
is outside the control of our communi-
ty. But much is also with our grasp to 
influence events. When this whole, 
crazy Pandemic is over, the local citi-
zens will have a chance to reclaim or 
reorganize our community. I hope eve-
ryone rallies and works hard to im-
prove and restore the community fabric 
of the village and surrounding areas. 
Our organizations will need to be re-
vived. Our businesses will need to be 
supported and we will need everyoneôs 
help. We, the citizens of Kinmount, 
need to work together to keep our com-
munity alive and vibrant. Get ready: 
the Pandemic will soon be over and we 
can get back to our lifestyles!  

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

Reflections of 2020 conôt from p. 1 
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The Galwegians by Bill Lee 

Holiday Greetings! 
From our 'Bubble' to your 'Bubble', I want 
to wish you a Merry Christmas and All the 
Best for 2021. 
Our group has gone the entire 2020 year 
without a meeting. After today's an-
nouncements, it looks like it could be quite 
a while before we can gather in-person 
again at the Galway Hall. 
Below is an excerpt from The Galwegians 
article for January 2021 pertaining to 
FOG. I've also attached the list of words 
and expressions gathered so far that was to 
be the theme of our March meeting. It's 
also hard to believe our annual pot-luck 
Christmas get together should have been 
Friday, (December 18th) 
The ñFriends of Galwayò did not meet at 
all in 2020 due to the pandemic. This dedi-
cated group thrives on its in-person gather-
ings at the Galway Hall which stimulates 
the recollection of memories and the sto-
ries that need to be recorded. FOGôs man-
date has not changed which is simply 
ñPast 2 Present 4 Futureò. One project 
started last year was to compile a list of 
words and phrases that are familiar to our 
generation but will be probably be foreign 
to todayôs generation. This list has been 
included with this article.  
Another project started in 2020 was to 
create a slogan for Galway Township. At 
this point, two submissions have been re-
ceived:   
ñLift Your Spirits in Galwayò is one of the 
slogans. It harkens to the feeling one gets 
when turning onto a cottage road or into a 
farm laneway. It is that sense of calmness, 
surrounded by nature and beauty, and the 
sense of being in a sacred place. This slo-
gan also connects with the Irish roots asso-
ciated with Galway and the reputation of 
the Irish for raising óa glass or twoô in cel-
ebration of, well, anything.  
ñAwaken Your Senses in Galwayò is the 
second slogan. All five senses are brought 
to life when living or visiting here. The 
smells and sounds of a campfire, the feel-
ing of jumping in a lake, the taste of fresh 
berries or fish, or gazing at the starry night 
skies are just a few examples of how Gal-
way can enhance your senses. 
Stay safe. Be Well. 
Bill 
 
Here's wishing Diane A. a speedy and 
complete recovery! 
 
Old Expressions/Words/Phrases 
 
 " Bib & Tucker" - Tie and shirt that you 
tuck in 

" Grip" - luggage 
"Billy Pail" - empty tomato juice can with 
top cut off and wire strung through it to 
hang over the fire to boil tea when in the 
bush. 
"thumbing it" - hitch hiking  - "you came 
to town with your thumb" 
Out house - back house 
"Mash" ï swamp 
- Spittle, spittoon 
- Slab (All aboard thatôs going 

aboard and if you canôt get a board, 
get a slab. 

- Gam Stick: The piece of wood to 
open up and keep open a dressed 
carcass for curing. 

- Galoshes: dickersons, gumshoes, 
rubbers, overshoes 

- Handkerchief 
- Whet stone 
- Whittling 
- Lilting 
- Ice house, ice box, box lunch 
- Dollop 
- ñTrim the wickò kerosene lamp 
- Wig-wags 
- Party lines, pay phones, rotary 

phones 
- Typewriter 
- Fountain pen, ink well, blotter 
- Caboose 
- Purchase: To gain advantage, grip, 

leverage 
- Cluckers (laying hens) 
- ñThe pot canôt call the kettle black/

smuttyò. 
- A pinch to grow an 

inch 
- A stitch in time saves 

nine 
- Donôt put all your 

eggs in one basket 
- Bushel= 8 imperial 

gallons, 32 quarts, 364 
l 

- Peck= 2 dry gallons, 8 
dry quarts, 16 dry 
pints 

- Kenning (obsolete) 2 
pecks 

- 8 bushels= 1 quarter, 
1 sack, 12 sacks = 1 
Chaldron 

- 14 pounds= 1 stone 
- 16 drams = 1 ounce 

(wee dram) 
- Snow fence 
- Thimble 
- Scribbler 
- Tuffet 
- Muff 
- Hot iron 
- Hotplate 
- Paddy wagon 

(offender transport vehicle) 
- ñKodak momentò 
- ñBee in your bonnetò 
- Traipse 
- Transistor radio 
- Humdinger 
- ñDash-itò 
- Frig/ Frigginô 
- Posies 
-  Girdle 
- Knickers/òKnickers in a knotò 
- Bloomers 
- ñMeatheadò 
- Cant  hook/ cant dog 
- Dilly dally 
- Squeaky clean 
- Cloak/cloakroom/Cloak and Dagger 
- Lout 
- Smithereens 
- Hullaballoo 
- Gaunt 
- Yammer 
- Skedaddle 
- Nook & Cranny 
- Gall 
- Gallivanting 
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Book Review:  Kinmount (The Novel) 

SUNDAYS 

 
10 am  Bible Study 
11 am  Worship Service 
             & Kids Zone 
 

ALL  
WELCOME 

 

Yes, there is a new novel just re-
leased called ñKinmountò. I found it 
by accident while googling the 
name. The title gives no hint at what 
the novel is about, so further re-
search (always a good idea) was 
necessary. The novel is a work of 
fiction by playwright/theatre direc-
tor/English professor Rod Carley 
who is based out of North Bay.  
I acquired a copy and read it over 
Christmas. Basically the story is 
about artistic interpretation, censor-
ship and cultural clashes. A Toronto 
theatre director (main character) is 
hired to stage Romeo and Juliet at a 
ñSummer in the Parkò outdoor festi-
val. He brings the two lead charac-
ters from the city and recruits locals 
to fill the other roles. It is a work of 
fiction with only the village name 
and a few local landmarks identified 
as real. All the characters are fic-
tional. In the story, the community 
of Kinmount is quite different from 
the current village. The fictional 
Kinmount has its own hospital, 
schools, council office, police force, 
seniorsô home, court room (with its 
own judge!) and gas station! Yep, 
this is certainly a work of fiction! 
The author admitted he spent a sum-
mer in Haliburton and saw the name 
Kinmount on road signs.  
 So why use the name Kinmount? 
My suspicions were aroused when 
I read the first review that it was 
an attempt at juvenile humour. 
Oh no! Another ñjokeò about the 
name Kinmount. In an interview 
with Canoe Radio, the author 
admitted the name intrigued him: 
a noun (kin) followed by a verb 
(mount).  Not exactly a positive 
comment.  
Carley did travel through the 
village. In his Afterword, he 
writes:  
ñI stopped in (to Kinmount) for a 
quick sight-seeing visit while 
driving home to North Bay from 
Brockville-specifically to check 
out the Burnt River, the Austin 
Sawmill, the Highlands Cinema 
and the Fairgrounds. Some his-
torical facts in the novel regard-
ing the fictional Kinmount are 
based on its real-life counterpart. 
The village is named after six-
teenth-century Scottish border 

warrior Kinmount Willie and log-
ging on the Burnt River was its 
primary industry, 
After that, any resemblance ends. 
The real-life Kinmount is a lovely 
spot nestled in the Ontario High-
lands and home to a population of 
five-hundred friendly highlanders 
and summer cottagers.ò 
I hope the readers see this page! I 
donôt think we want to be judged 
by a ñtake-offò on the name 
ñKinmountò. Carley does apolo-
gize twice to the ñgood people of 
Kinmountò.  
The novel itself is a rather good 
story. After a slow start, it builds 
pace and carries to a solid conclu-
sion. It is a comedy, and the hu-
mour is often of the ñjuvenile va-
rietyò, but in the end allôs well 
that ends well. In fact, the quirky 
citizens of Kinmount come to the 
rescue of the main character (the 
director) and strike a blow for 
freedom of expression against the 
evil forces of censorship. I do 
recommend you read the novel. 
But donôt try to match present 
Kinmountonians to any of these 
characters! 
Oh yes, in Kinmount we use the 
term ñmountò as a noun, not a 
verb!  

 

 
CHECK OUT THIS WEBSITE: 

 
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/assessment-centre-locations 
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Last Monthõs Spot 
the Shot:  
 
Jack Definney inside 
the Kinmount Railway 
Station. 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to Kinmount Gazette 
  c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
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Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

Greeting from COKL Ward 2 
Councillor 

We're all looking forward to 
2021 bringing an end to the wor-
ries that COVID-19 has dished 
out, and to our return to normal 
life. Let's start the year by get-
ting out to enjoy our beautiful 
outdoors as much as we can and 
trying to keep healthy and fit. 
Blanketed in snow as we usually 
are, it's prime time for enjoying 
winter outdoor activities and an 
especially wonderful time to 
make use of our excellent snow-
mobile trails. Congratulations, 
on having the Kinmount Railway 
Station selected for recognition 
during World Architecture Day! 

Through 
flood and 
fire, it stands 
as an endur-
ing symbol 
of persever-
ing through 
adversity.  
 
Happy New Year, and may 2021 
bring us all peace, health, and 
happiness! 
 
Kathleen Seymour-Fagan 
Municipal Councillor Ward 2 
City of Kawartha Lakes 

 

Anyone Can Join 
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Pioneer Farm Equipment 

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

In the Pioneer Era, farm machin-
ery was a bit part of farms in the 
Kinmount area. All machinery 
before the 1930s was still horse 
drawn. Tractors only appeared 
after WW II. There was at least 
one farm machinery dealer in Kin-
mount. Massey-Harris was the big 
name in local equipment. This all-
Canadian company was based first 
in Bowmanville, and then operat-
ed a huge factory in Toronto. The 
Massey Family were very promi-
nent in Canadian industry and 
society, much like the Eaton Fam-
ily was in retail. 
The Massey-Harris dealer in Kin-
mount was one of the local black-
smiths. Donald A McDougal op-
erated the big blacksmith shop in 
Kinmount, in more modern times 

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
& MOTORCYCLE/ATV REPAIRS 

Licenced Mechanic  
CALL OR TEXT LLOYD HEACOCK 

705 879 2619  
Or Drop in to 6 Hunter Street 

Kinmount 

Taylorôs Garage. There were vari-
ous other owners of this smithy, 
including Samuel Spry, James 
Morrison , James Walker and Roy 
Umphries. In my familyôs archives 
there were a number of bills for 
purchase of Massey-Harris farm 
machinery from this blacksmith 
shop. 
In 1904, a Massey-Harris grain 

binder and truck was purchased for 
$121.25. Two deals recorded in 

1906 were recorded from the same 
dealership, now owned by James E 
Walker, for a #29 section mower 

($46) and a #2 disc harrow for $25. 
A land roller cost $35. Thatôs a fair 

bit of machinery over a 2 year 
span! No receipts were discovered 

for horse shoeing. It was believed 
the Dudman 

Family did 
their own 
farriering!  

 

WE STOCK ALL SIZES OF CLEAR GARBAGE BAGS 
Hours:  Monday - Friday 9 - 5  

                  Saturday & Sunday 9 - 4 
449 Kent St. W. Lindsay 

705 340 3718 
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Kidsô Corner   

Kinmount Lions Snowman Building Contest;  
The Kinmount Lions Craft & Candy in the Park with Santa 
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby 

Keep smiling! And please keep shar-
ing your news in the Hot Stove Leak.  
Contact me at 705-488-2919 or email 

me at: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca. Happy 
New Year! May 2021 be good for us all! 
 

In this issue and coming is-
sues of the Gazette we are 
featuring Reflections of 2020. 

We want to hear from you! Is there some-
thing COVID changed in your life that you 
actually liked? What is your COVID expe-
rience? Was it gardening, baking, binge 
watching Netflix? Was it a chance to re-
flect on what is important? How did it af-
fect you? 
For me, it gave the chance to reset my 
life to a slower speed and I discovered I 
like the simpler way. Before COVID, 
commitments flooded my time, juggling 
between family, work and all my volun-
teer activities. It was go, go, go, go, 
go...My mother would have said I was 
running around like a chicken with its 
head cut off. At times I dreamt about 
retiring and weeding down or quitting all 
of my volunteer commitments, but I just 
couldn't jump off the train. It was going 
too fast! COVID forced the jump. I land-
ed at home in my nest and Iôm okay with 
it. As we all know, thereôs no place like 
home. What do you most look forward to 
when this pandemic ends? Travelling? 
Spending time with family and friends? 
Shopping? Attending events? Let us 
know! For me, I am in agreement with 
this reflection from Charlie Brown. In 
other words, I have all I need except I 
MISS YOU. 

DOUBLE WINNERS! 
Congratulations to sisters Aria & Alyssa, 
who were the 1st place winners in the 
Kinmount Lions Snowman Building Con-
test and the lucky winners of a Kids Gift 
Basket at the Kinmount Lions Craft and 
Candy with Santa.  

The Kinmount Lions pose with Santa at their Craft & Candy in the Park event Dec. 5 

MORE  
CHRISTMAS BASKET WINNERS 

The Kinmount and District Lions Club held a 
draw for 4 Christmas Baskets at their Craft & 
Candy with Santa. The event was held on 
Dec. 5 at Austin Sawmill Park. Besides Aria 
and Alyssa, the lucky girls pictured above, 
other basket winners were Linda Dobo, Vic 
Ballik and Lynne Kilby. The Lions Club also 
sponsored a Snowman Building Contest. First 
place, Aria and Alyssa above, second and 
third place Cruz and Ames, and Theo and 
Oliver. See photos page 9.  


