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Kinmount Fair Cancelled for 2021 

The Covid-19 crisis has claimed another 
victim. For the second year in a row, the 
annual Kinmount Fair has been cancelled. 
The Directors made the decision at the 
June meeting. Uncertainty still reigns 
about the government regulations 
for the coming summer season. 
The Directors need time to plan for 
the Fair. And not knowing what 
rules and regulations will be in 
place led to the cancellation. It is 
hoped 2023 will be back to nor-
mal. 
Most other summer events have 
been cancelled as well.  
While sifting through the docu-
ments for the history of the Kin-

mount Fair, I came across this 
poster. In 1988 the Fair hosted a 

Wintario Draw. Wintario was an 
early lottery from 1975. Tickets 
were $1 each, the draws were held 

every week and the Lottery held 
live draws in towns around the 

province. It was broadcast every 
week from someplace in Ontario. 

Kinmount was featured in August 
1988, live from the Kinmount Fair. 
The Fair does have a recording of 

the half-hour show, but you will 
have to wait for the Fair in 2022 to 

watch it!  

1988 WINTARIO POSTER 

Itôs been a dry spring. With no real snow 
melt and little rainfall in May and June, 
water levels are very low. The gardens are 
poor and the hay crop is a disaster. The 
dams are holding back water for the Trent 
Canal which means the rivers have low 
water levels. I cannot remember seeing 
such low water levels on the Burnt River! 
The following photos were taken in June at 
several dams in the area. Buttermilk Falls is 
a spillway on the Gull River system be-
tween Hallôs Lake and Boskung Lake. Wa-
ter from a series of large lakes pours down 
this spillway. The first photo shows the 
Falls in full spring runoff. The next photo 
shows the editor standing in the falls, strad-
dling the trickle of water this June.  
Elliotôs Falls is also on the Gull River. The 

A Dry Year 

two photos show it in high water in the 
spring and in June. As the Trent Canal 
opens, the workers will start to let water go 
from the norther lakes to feed the Canal. 
There should be more water flowing down 
the feeder rivers such as the Gull and Burnt 
Rivers. But will there be enough water to 
feed the Canal all summer? Stay tuned!  
 
PS. It has started to rain. Maybe Mother 
Nature will work it out in the long run! 
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Friends and Neighbours: Ormsby 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

hamlet is its historical buildings. Both 
churches, the schoolhouse and the larg-
est store still exist!  

In the mid 1850s, the government of 
Upper Canada decided to open up a 
large area on the Canadian Shield run-
ning from north of the Kawartha Lakes 
to Lake Nipissing and stretching from 
Georgian Bay to the Ottawa River. 
This tract of wild land was part of the 
Canadian Shield and was called at the 
time the Ottawa-Huron Tract.  It was 
not particularly suited for farming, but 
they sure tried! It eventually included 
over 100 townships. To open up this 
large territory for settlement and other 
vocations, roads were necessary, the 
government built a series of Coloniza-
tion Roads. These roads usually ran 
north-south, but a few east-west arter-
ies were included. Kinmount was actu-
ally founded at the junction of the Bob-
caygeon and Monck Colonization 
Roads!  
There were 25 Colonization Roads in 
the Ottawa-Huron Tract, but there 
were 4 major ones: Muskoka, Bob-
caygeon, Hastings and Ottawa-
Opeongo. For the next few months, the 
Gazette will explore the ghost towns 
along the Hastings Road. And most of 
them do qualify as ghost-towns! 
 

Ormsby 
The ñmost-intactò of these ghost towns 
along the Hastings Colonization Road 
is Ormsby. It was located in Limerick 
Township south of Bancroft. It was 
later eclipsed by its neighbours: Coe 
Hill to the west and LôAmble to the 
north. But in the late 1800s, Orsmby 
was a prosperous like village contain-
ing 2 hotels, 2 general stores, 2 church-
es, a school, blacksmith, sawmill and 
about 225 inhabitants. A lot of traffic 
went up and down the Hastings Road 
until a railway arrived in the 1880s. 
The post office was originally called 
Rathburn after the famous lumber 
company operating in the area. When 
the Central Ontario Railway arrived in 
1885, the name was switched to Orms-
by Junction. The village was the head 
of steel for many years before the COR 
was extended to Bancroft in 1900. The 
line served several iron ore mines in 
the area, including Coe Hill and Besse-
mer.  
But Coe Hill became the centre for the 
area and the new highway #62 was 
built to replace the old Hastings Road. 
Ormsby Junction was bypassed. Even-
tually the rails were lifted and Ormsby 
declined. One strange fact about the 

Clockwise from top:   
Ormsby General Store 1912; Ormsby General Store 2020. Worth a visit!; Ormsby Roman 
Catholic Church is one of the few churches with a free standing Bell Tower (centre); Orms-
by United Church; the Old Ormsby Heritage Church, est. Presbyterian 1904; Ormsby 
School, now a museum/tea house. 



Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Page 3 

 

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

 

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 441 
By Tammy Warburton 

 

KINMOUNT DOWNTOWN PHARMACY  
4084 COUNTY RD #121 

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO K0M 2A0 

PHONE:  705-488-1923 
FAX:        705-488-1943 

PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES 
MEDICATION REVIEWS 
BLISTER PACKAGING 
GENERAL SERVICES 

20% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY  
TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
$ 2.00 ODB CO-PAY WAIVED 
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN  
KINMOUNT & TRENT LAKES 

STORE HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 

z ¢¦v2 ·ˊ9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. 

z¦`2 ·ˊ -Zfz82  

Upcoming at Branch 441 John 
McGrath: Our branch is having a 
bottle drive. From Canada Day to 
Monday of Labour Day weekend, 
please drop off your returnable 
empties at the Branch. Thank you 
for your support. 
We would like to introduce our 
President, Mary Lou Fergu-
son.  Mary Lou has been a mem-
ber of the Kinmount Community 
since 1979.  During this time she 
has worked, lived and raised a 
family in Kinmount, been an ac-
tive Legion Member, and has 
contributed to many different 
committees locally.  She was a 
counsellor for Galway and  Cav-

endish and as well a dedicated 
volunteer to many community 
events.  Mary Lou married 
her love Brian Ferguson in 
2007 and has been our Presi-
dent since 2008.  The other 
loves of her life are collecting 
frogs and her Boston Terriers, 
Georgia and Zeus.  Sadly, 
Zeus passed away in 
2015.  Mary Lou has faced 
many challenges as our Presi-
dent and is always available 
for anyone who needs her. 
She can be reached at 705-
488-3174. 

.ǊŜƴŘŀ aǳƭƘƻƭƭŀƴŘ 
aƛȄŜŘ-aŜŘƛŀ !Ǌǝǎǘ 

- Home or Cottage Drawings - 
.ƭŀŎƪ ϧ ²ƘƛǘŜ   ϷмрлΦ--  Ҍ Ҍ 
Cǳƭƭ /ƻƭƻǳǊ   ϷнрлΦ--   Ҍ Ҍ 
aŀǩƴƎ ϧ CǊŀƳƛƴƎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

- LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ϧ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ - 

όтлрύ пуу-мртп       ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ōƳǳƭƘƻƭƭŀƴŘпнмϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

www.brendamulholland.com 

 

Drop you empties at Kinmount Legion 
Canada Day till Labour Day Monday 
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Galway Side of Kinmount 

But that did not stop the Galway Side of 
the village from having numerous lots 
created over the years. The original Gal-
way lots in concession A were patented 
by the following: 
Fred Dettman Sr ï lot 40 
JAMES Mansfield ï lot 41 
Cornelius Doherty ï lot 42  
Various ï lot 43 
Lot 43 is primarily occupied by the Fair-
grounds today. It was originally owned 
by various lumbermen such as John 
Hunter, Green & Ellis, etc. Several 
house lots were carved off along the 
Monck Road, but until 1901 when the 
large part of the lot was sold to the Gal-
way Agricultural Society, it was basical-
ly empty.  
The last 2 lots of concession A, while 
technically bordering on the village 
boundaries, were originally unclaimed. 
They were across the Burnt River, inac-
cessible and not very valuable.  
These 3 were actual settlers who cleared 
land and operated farms. All three of the 
above actually built barns and cleared 
fields, although the land was not very fit 
for farming. However, the proximity of 
lots 41 and 42 to Bobcaygeon St made 
them prime targets for building lots. And 
soon Bobcaygeon St was ringed by 
ñhouseò lots on both sides. The houses 
were home to village residents employed 
at the various sawmills or in the stores 
on main street. Since the severed lots 
were done in a piecemeal fashion over 
many years, the boundaries varied wild-
ly. Most of the house lots were small, 
and faced Bobcaygeon St.  
Several exceptions should be noted. The 
second school for the village (USS #3 
Galway-Somerville with some students 
from both Lutterworth and Snowdon) 
was built at the top of the hill where 
Bobcaygeon St met the Monck Road, 
the present site of the Royal Canadian 
Legion. For decades the school was on 
the Galway side before locating to the 

new school across the street on the Somerville 
side. The old schoolhouse was used for apart-
ments before becoming the first Legion in 1948. 
The old building was later (1950s) torn down and 
the present Legion built. The Galway site was 
opportune for the Legion, since Galway was a 
ñwetò township while Somerville was ñdryò.  
Mossom Boyd, the Lumber King of Bobcaygeon, 
accessed his shanties on the Burnt River System 
via Kinmount. Most of his employees and team-
sters used the Bobcaygeon Road and Kinmount 
being 18 miles from Bobcaygeon, was a great 
stop-over spot. It was a good dayôs travel from 
Bobcaygeon. To make life easier for his men, he 
purchased an acre of land on the Galway Side 
from the Doherty family and built a crude hotel 
or bunk house for his men to stay over on their 
journey. The ñBoyd Hotelò was located beside 
the creek, so the deeds say. It was free housing 
for his workers. Legend has it Boyd also had 
charge accounts in Henry Grahamôs Store where 
his employees could run a tab for needed items 
such as tobacco, boots, clothing, etc before they 
actually went into the bush for several months 
isolation. Boyd guaranteed any charges would be 
deducted from their winterôs pay. By 1876, the 

As most locals know, the community 
of Kinmount is contained by 3 coun-
ties. The village proper is located in 
Somerville Township (Victoria Coun-
ty, now the City of Kawartha Lakes). 
But the village ñunofficiallyò bleeds 
over into Galway Township 
(Peterborough County), Lutterworth 
Township and Snowdon Township 
(both in Haliburton County). The 
ñofficial boundary linesò between the 
various townships was often so confus-
ing, the village was sometimes called 
ñThe Republic of Kinmountò. This is 
the history of one ñsideò of the village: 
the Galway Side. 
Last year the community lost itôs old-
est living resident. Bernice Gardiner 
Owens had lived in the family house 
for 94 years. The Gardner home was 
on Bobcaygeon St, the Galway (east) 
side. Bernice left family artifacts and 
history to the editor of the Gazette 
knowing the history would be pre-
served. While looking over the wind-
fall, I became aware vis old photos 
how much the street had changed over 
the years. So here is a history of the 
Galway Side of Kinmount. 
Bobcaygeon Street is the county line 
between Peterborough and Victoria 
Counties. Each county had a different 
survey pattern. In Galway (east side) 
concession A fronted the Bobcaygeon 
Road with long hundreds running east-
west. Somerville Township (west side 
of Bobcaygeon St) was surveyed earli-
er (1830s) used 200 acre lots orientated 
north-south. The first survey plan for 
the actual village included lot 1, Con-
cession 13; the property of the recently 
departed John Hunter. Two years later, 
lot 1 in the 14th concession was sur-
veyed into town lots, the property of 
Thomas Baker, roughly north of the 
Bridge. The Galway side of town was 
not part of these town plans.  

Continued p. 5 

Bobcaygeon Street in winter, facing north. The 
United Church is at top left, the ñnewò b rick 
School in the centre and the ñoldò school on the 
right. Bernice Gardner stands in front of her 
house.  
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railway was at Kinmount and 
few employees walked up the 
Bobcaygeon Road. So in 1881, 
Boyd deeded his ñhotelò to Bill 
Dunbar for a dollar and 
Dunbar became the own-
er. Some of the Dunbars 
did live on the lot and 
hence the little creek that 
flowed through it into the 
Burnt River was called 
Dunbarôs Creek (not 
Dohertyôs or Boydôs 
Creek). 
 

Galway Side of Kinmount Village Conôt from p. 4 

VICTORIA APIARIES    LOCAL HONEY 
705 928 9699 

Kinmount Farmer's Market May - October 
Farm gate sales by appointment 

 

TURTLE WATCH  

IN  

EFFECT 

From top:  Doherty-
Brandon house. It 
was the site of the 
farmstead of the 
Doherty Family, 
started in 1859;  
Gardner House and 
barn looking east up 
Dunbarôs Creek;  
The second Kinmount 
School, corner of 
Bobcaygeon St and 
the Monck Rd. It 
is the site of the 
Legion today. As 
the population of 
the village grew, 
the school be-
came over crowd-
ed. A new brick 
school was built 
across the street 
about 1901. The 
building became 
apartments until 
the 1940s when 
the newly-
chartered RCL 

branch took it over. The old building was demolished and the current 
Legion built;  
Mintz House at south end of Bobcaygeon St. Later the White residence. 
Now home of Robynne Kilby. Notice how the sidewalk ends at their 
porch! The sidewalk, still there today, is dated 1935.  
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References Available 

705-488-3091 

Gypsy Moths 

OLD FASHIONED 
CHURCH PICNIC 
Saturday Aug. 22 
11:30 am - 2:30 pm 
Free Food, Games 
& Face Painting 
ALL WELCOME! 

For more info: 705 488 3188 

 

 

CHECK OUT THIS WEBSITE: 
 
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/assessment-centre-locations 

 

Spring 2021 has seen a gypsy moth 
infestation creep over eastern and 
central Ontario. The caterpillar stage 
of its life cycle resembles that of 
another common pest, the Tent Cat-
erpillar. These pests eat tree leaves 
during their life cycle, often defoli-
ating large areas of hardwood forest. 
The hordes of caterpillars can strip 
trees bare of leaves, making a fully-
leafed tree bare in a matter of days. 
Fortunately the trees can recover 
and re-sprout their leaves, but weak 
or vulnerable trees may be killed or 
mutated by the action. The caterpil-
lars also leave a gooy-pooy mess in 
their wake. They are not a positive 
thing in Natureôs cycle!  
It is important to understand the life 
cycle of the gypsy moth. While their 
habits resemble the tent caterpillar, 
their nature is slightly different. The 
eggs are laid in summer, usually 
July. They go dormant for the win-
ter, usually 8-9 months. They are 
very temperature-sensitive, only 
starting their life cycle when the 
temperature exceeds 7 degrees Cel-
sius on a regular basis. The eggs 
hatch into larvae for about a month, 
before emerging as caterpillars. 
Thatôs when they start their destruc-
tive rampage!  
The hordes of caterpillars soon strip 
the host tree and need to spread out. 
Since they are not very mobile, they 
spin silk threads and hope the wind 
blows them to new sources of food. 
Or they can just crawl! The caterpil-
lars are only 3 mm long at hatching, 
but grow to 90 mm (4 inches). The 
younger caterpillars feed during the 
morning or evenings, but the later 
monsters feed at night. The caterpil-
lars molt 5 -6 times in this stage, 
and when not feeding, they hide 
under leaves, branches: anywhere 
out of the sun! They can often be 
seen crawling over objects searching 
for new sources of food or seeking 
shelter. They re-emerge at night to 
continue their eating.  
The Gypsy Moth caterpillars (larvae 
stage) can be differentiated from 
other caterpillars by there appear-
ance. They have spots (usually red 
and blue) down their backs. The tent 
caterpillar have stripes on their 
backs. The tent caterpillar also nests 
in silken tents, usually in cherry 
trees. The gypsy moth nests are 
clustered along tree trunks, branches 

or any spot where they are out of the 
weather. They are definitely harder 
to identify than the tent variety! 
By the end of June or early July, the 
Gypsy Moth caterpillars have fin-
ished their larvae stage (as caterpil-
lars) and go into the Pupa stage 
when they nest in cocoons. The co-
coons are usually the colour of ma-
nila folders: a light beige colour. 
This stage lasts 14-17 days before 
they emerge as moths. The male 
moths are brown and the female 
ones are white. Only the males can 
fly; the females are stuck on trees! 
The males travel at night only.  
The adults only live for one week! 
They have no digestive system and 
must lay the eggs in 7 days. Eggs 
are lain in July on trees, rocks, 
buildings: anywhere they can be 
sheltered. So if you find little co-
coons around your house, you are 
seeing next yearôs supply of gypsy 
moths! The cocoons are dormant for 
the next 8-9 months. Fortunately, 
Mother Nature takes a hand in con-
trolling the life cycle. If the winter 
temperature falls below -7 C, the 
eggs are damaged. If the tempera-
ture hits -23 C, the eggs are de-
stroyed. So when we get cold days 
this winter, feel vindicated that the 
gypsy moths will not be so plentiful 
next spring!  

Gypsy moth damage at Kirkfield 
Cemetery June 2021. Getting close!  
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Last Monthôs Spot the Shot: 
Contau Lake Road with lake in 
the background, taken from the 
dam.  

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to Kinmount Gazette 
  c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2919 or email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 

Volumes 1 - 12 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 
 

 

 

Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

Gypsy Moths Continued from p. 6 

 

Anyone Can Join 

Actual Gypsy Moths: left white female, right-Beige Male. 
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Tragic Drowning August 27, 1903 

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
& MOTORCYCLE/ATV REPAIRS 

Licenced Mechanic  
CALL OR TEXT LLOYD HEACOCK 

705 879 2619  
Or Drop in to 6 Hunter Street 

Kinmount 

 

WE STOCK ALL SIZES OF CLEAR GARBAGE BAGS 
Hours:  Monday - Friday 9 - 5  

                  Saturday & Sunday 9 - 4 
449 Kent St. W. Lindsay 

705 340 3718 

Stables of the Dunbar House (Dettman Hotel). The young Cole boy fell 
into the Burnt River from one of the doors.  

ñA sad accident occurred here on Tuesday, Aug 19, when the young son 
of Charles Cole fell out of Dettmanôs Stable into the river and was 

drowned. It appears the little fellow, who was only four years old, was 
playing with the Dettman children and, by some means unknown, fell out 

of the open doorway. The child was missed at 6 o'clock and a diligent 
search was made at once all over the village but without avail. At about 9 

o'clock willing men commenced to drag the river and at midnight the 
body was found by William Craig in about six feet of water. Much sym-
pathy is felt for the bereaved family, as another was drowned in the same 

river about three years ago. The funeral took place on Friday at Kin-
mount cemetery.ò From the Lindsay Watchmen-Warden 

The youngest member of the 
Kinmount Lions family:  
LION Brittany Gautreau  
She may have joined the Club in 
late 2016 but Brittany was serving 
with the Kinmount Lions for sev-
eral years before she was old 
enough to officially become a Li-
on. Lion Brittany participates in 
most of the Club activities and 
thus follows the example of her 
parents Lions Peter and Trish Gau-
treau. She always tries to be help-
ful at events and focuses in helping 
the Club with its Service activities 
including Breakfast with Santa, 
our pre-Fair Bingo, or our e-waste 
collection. Whether of her own 
initiative, or with some gentle 
prompting from her mom and dad, 
Lion Brittany is an active member 
of the Club and has a good attend-
ance record at Club meetings. For 
a few years Lion Brittany wrote for 
the Kinmount Lions in the Kin-
mount Gazette and served as assis-
tant-Tail Twister alongside her 
mother creating fun at our Club 
meetings.  

Lion Brittany graduated high 
school and is interested in a career 
where she can work with kids. She 
already volunteers with kids at 
Archie Stouffer School with her 
sign language skills. At home, she 
loves to provide a safe place by 
fostering cats and she is always 
keen to be helpful to those in need 
in our Kinmount community. Lion 
Brittany is looking forward to the 
future as she just begins working at 
Sir Samôs Inn & Spa in Haliburton.  
If you wish to know more about the 
Lions feel free to come to one of 
our meetings or approach us while 
we serve our community. 

Spotlight on a Lion:  Brittany Gautreau 
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Kidsô Corner   

Clockwise from top right  Congratulations to Grade 8 
Graduates Kaylynn Shaw, Austin Hill, and Lillie 
Fendley of Kinmount. Good luck in Grade 9! 
Congratulations to Fenelon Falls High School Gradu-
ate Simon Cloutier Austin. Good luck in the future! 
 
Have a photo of a Graduate youôd like to submit? 
Please email to lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 

SIMON PIC HERE 

Oh Canada Sudoku. Fill in the blanks. Each row, each 
column, and each of the 4 squares should have just 1 of 
each image with none in the same row, column or square.   


