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Victoria Day News 

The Victoria Day weekend is the kick -off 
for the Summer Season. Uncertainty rules 
this year as the Covid-19 lock down leaves 
the area unsure how our summer season 
will unfold. Here is an update as things 
stand. 
Kinmount Farmers Market is open! It had 
a successful first weekend. 
Artisans Marketplace is planning on open-
ing daily starting Wednesday, June 16. 
Kinmount Greenhouse is open and busy. 
Gardeners are hard at the growing busi-
ness. Check it out! 
Kinmount Railway Station is looking like 
it will open soon. It is rumoured staff have 
been hired! 
Kinmount Fish & Chips is open with a 
new look.  
Highlands Cinema has announced it will 
not open at all this year.  
Kinmount Fair - still undetermined. A de-
cision on the Fair will be announced in 
June.  
There is a myriad of smaller events that 
have not announced a summer schedule 
yet. All I can say is stay tuned! 
 
 

Clockwise from top:  
Kinmount Fish & Chips gets makeover;  
Kayaking on the Burnt River; 
Kinmount Farmers Market;  
Kinmount Garden Stop 
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Friends and Neighbours: Maxwellôs Crossing 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Gooderham. It even had its own 
school section: SS # 5 Glamorgan 
(Contau Lake School). The land was 
mostly poor for agriculture and even-
tually most farms were abandoned.  
The Irondale branch of the Burnt 
River was a boon to the lumber in-
dustry. Both Gooderham and Iron-
dale had sawmills (there were no 
mills in between) and there was work 
and markets tied to the wood prod-
ucts. The IB&0 was a great outlet to 
the outside world. Just east of Max-
wellôs Crossing, the Irondale River 
plunges over a series of rapids, the 
most famous being the Devilôs Gap 
(see the story of this waterfall in a 
separate article in this issue).  
Today the railway and farms are 
gone, The Irondale River is left in 
peace from the massive log drives 
that once filled its course and the 
area is filled by cottages and resi-
dences instead.  

Maxwellôs Crossing was a flag stop on 
the Irondale, Bancroft & Ottawa 
(IB&O) Railway between Irondale and 
Gooderham. The flag stop was located 
2 miles east of Irondale station and 4 
miles west of Gooderham. At this 
point, the Monck Road crossed the 
Irondale River from the south and car-
ries on along the north bank to Good-
erham. Thus the IB&O crossed the 
Monck Road on the north bank of the 
River.  
There was never a post office or any 
stores in this community. Both Iron-
dale and Gooderham were too close. It 
did feature a school section (USS #1 
Snowdon and Glamorgan), but the 
school was moved about 1900 to an-
other location down the Monck Road 
closer to Irondale village. Later the 
Monck Road (now highway #503) was 
also altered to its current course and 
Maxwellôs Crossing was bypassed. 
The current road runs about 2 miles 
north of the Crossing and the old 
Monck Road was downgraded to a 
local road. The IB&O was discontin-
ued in 1960.  
The first settlers moved up the old 
Monck Road in the early 1870s. The 
old Road followed the course of cur-
rent Road #503 from Kinmount to the 
While Boundary Road, followed the 
road for several miles, and then cut 
north-east on the south bank of the 
Irondale River to Irondale village. 
Continuing along the south bank of the 
River, the old Monck Road crossed to 
the north bank at the Maxwell Farm, 
hence the term Maxwellôs Crossing. 
The IB&O also used the route south of 
the River from Howland Junction, 
through Furnace Falls to Irondale be-
fore crossing the River just east of 
Irondale and taking the north bank all 
the way to near Gooderham. The 
Monck Road course was later altered 
to take the current route along the 
north bank, therefore bypassing Iron-
dale and Maxwellôs Crossing.  
A number of pioneer farmers settled 
along the River, mostly along the 
sandy flats between Devilôs Creek and 
Maxwellôs Crossing.  But east of here, 
settlers also cleared land on the high 
ground both north of the River along 
the old Monck Road (now called the 
Old Irondale Road) and along the Con-
tau Lake Road on the south side of the 
River. Locals called this settlement 
ñthe Concession Roadò and it was 
farmed (where possible!) all the way to 

Irondale Road      

THEN NOW 
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Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

 

Highlands Cinemas Cancels 2021 Season 

 

KINMOUNT DOWNTOWN PHARMACY  
4084 COUNTY RD #121 

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO K0M 2A0 

PHONE:  705-488-1923 
FAX:        705-488-1943 

PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES 
MEDICATION REVIEWS 
BLISTER PACKAGING 
GENERAL SERVICES 

20% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY  
TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
$ 2.00 ODB CO-PAY WAIVED 
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN  
KINMOUNT & TRENT LAKES 

STORE HOURS 
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M. 

z ¢¦v2 ·ˊ9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M. 

z¦`2 ·ˊ -Zfz82  

Due to the uncertainty of the 
Covid-19 rules, the Highlands 
Cinema will be closed for the 
second straight year. This is a big 
loss for our community. It was 
one of Kinmountôs premier at-
tractions. Already reduced to a 
partial season at best, 
Keith Stata chose not to 
open. Besides all the 
potential rules and haz-
ards, he maintained the 
quality and number of 
movies available this 
summer is not up to 
standards. We hope the 
Highlands Cinema 
emerges next year 
stronger than ever. For 
more detail, check out 

the website 
www.highlandscinemas.com. 

.ǊŜƴŘŀ aǳƭƘƻƭƭŀƴŘ 
aƛȄŜŘ-aŜŘƛŀ !Ǌǝǎǘ 

- Home or Cottage Drawings - 
.ƭŀŎƪ ϧ ²ƘƛǘŜ   ϷмрлΦ--  Ҍ Ҍ 
Cǳƭƭ /ƻƭƻǳǊ   ϷнрлΦ--   Ҍ Ҍ 
aŀǩƴƎ ϧ CǊŀƳƛƴƎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ 

tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŬŎ ǉǳƻǘŜǎ 

- LƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ϧ 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ - 

όтлрύ пуу-мртп       ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ōƳǳƭƘƻƭƭŀƴŘпнмϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

www.brendamulholland.com 
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Around Gooderham 

The past month the editor made a 
trip to Gooderham to update his 
files on the village. The ñtown 
squareò seemed slightly deserted, 
but I was able to visit a few of the 
historical sites. The first change was 
the overhaul of the old Barrôs Gen-
eral Store. The times are a-
changing, so here is a view of 
Gooderhamôs past and present.  

Barrôs General Store circa 
1908. Every village had a 
general store, and Peter 
Barr moved from Irondale 
about 1900 and opened a 
business in Gooderham. It 
was a prosperous little 
town, serviced by the 
Irondale River, Monck 
Road, Buckhorn Road and 
especially, the IB&O Rail-
way.  

Clockwise from top: The changing faces of 
Barrôs General Store; Downtown Gooderham 
on its busiest day of the year: Orangemanôs 
Day (July 12) circa 1950s; Cenotaph; Good-
erham Pioneer Cemetery; Peter Barrôs Store 
1905 
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The Burnt River system, which 
includes the Irondale branch, is 
noted for its turbulent course 
and its many rapids, waterfalls 
and ñfast waterò spots. It was 
ideal for log drives, always hav-
ing a brisk current. But was also 
known for its problem spots 
where the above rapids and wa-
terfalls caused the log drives to 
hang-up and various choke 
points. These dangerous spots 
included the High Falls (south 
of Kinmount), the Three Broth-
ers Falls (north of Kinmount) 
and the Devilôs Gap (east of 
Irondale). Of all these spots, and 
many countless smaller sites, 
the most feared was the Devilôs 
Gap. The Gap was not the big-
gest, highest or longest falls, but 
it was judged the most danger-
ous. It was the way the river 

tumbled through a short, 
narrow gorge that made it a 
hazard. The river drivers 
had to ñreach down and 
overò to push on the 
jammed logs which could 
wedge across the narrow 
gorge and make a dam to 
catch other logs.  
A river driver in the editorôs 
family left stories about the 
dangers of the various 
choke points in the area.  
Each hazard had its own 
little cemetery where the 
unlucky river drivers were 
buried where they fell. Most 
drivers couldnôt swim a lick, 
as if that was a factor in 
these accidents. A slip or a 
suddenly released log could 

Devilôs Gap 

TURTLE WATCH  

IN EFFECT 

VICTORIA APIARIES    LOCAL HONEY 
705 928 9699 

Kinmount Farmer's Market May - October 
Farm gate sales by appointment 

 
TURTLE WATCH  

IN EFFECT 

Continued p. 13 
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References Available 

705-488-3091 

Icelanders at Kinmount Part V 

SUNDAYS 
10 am  Bible Study 
11 am  Worship Service 
             & Kids Zone 
 
DRIVE IN CHURCH 
Sundays 10 am 

ALL  
WELCOME 

 

 

CHECK OUT THIS WEBSITE: 
 
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/assessment-centre-locations 

 

We pick up the story of Icelanders 
at Kinmount from the book by Don 
Gislason of the same title in the 
winter of 1975. 
ñAs the winter dragged on at Kin-
mount, those who couldnôt find 
work on the railway hired out as 
farm hands in return for board for 
their families. Road construction 
was not an alternative as it had shut 
down for the winter. Others began 
seeking possibilities at sawmills in 
the surrounding areas. A skilled 
craftsman, Benedikt Arason, with a 
family to support, did odd jobs as 
well as carving spoons, which 
fetched 20-30 cents apiece. Many 
single women located in Lindsay as 
domestics, as positions became 
available in Toronto, a few returned 
there. Some girls may have hired 
out as housekeepers for local farm-
ers.  
During this period, John Taylor, a 
Baptist lay preacher, came into the 
picture. He was supervisor of the 
Shanty Menôs Mission of the British
-Canadian Bible Society in the lum-
ber camps of Haliburton and had 
influential contacts in Ottawa. Leg-
end has it that his niece, Caroline 
Taylor, encountered the Icelanders 
by chance and brought their plight 
to his attention.  
ñIn 1874 eighteen-year old Carrie 
Taylor was a teacher in Southern 
Ontario. The school term was out 
and she was travelling home to her 
uncles house when her stage coach 
stopped in Kinmount for lunch. Car-
rie noticed a young girl at the town 
well. The girl had long fair hair and 
blue eyes and wore a costume unlike 

anything Caroline had ever seen 
before.ò 
Carrie inquired about the girl and 
found she lived in a shanty in the 
forest with other Icelanders not far 
from town. The innkeeper added 
that her people were suffering great-
ly from illness, overcrowding and 
high infant mortality. Carrieôs uncle, 
a man of strong principles and social 
conscience, was very interested in 
her story.  
Deeply impressed by the Icelanders 
he met, aware of their fervent desire 
to establish a colony in Canada and 
sympathetic to their plight in Ontar-
io, he suggested to Sigtryggur 
Jonasson that it might be worth-
while to investigate the possibilities 
of the Red River Valley in Manito-
ba.  
By March, things remained much 
the same and were not about to get 
better. In an attempt to raise public 
concern, Jonasson submitted a news 
item, emphasizing that if outside 
assistance was not immediately 
forthcoming, the unemployed Ice-
landers would simply have to starve. 
That would generate negative im-
pressions for prospective immi-
grants to Canada. He conceded that 
many of the old settlers in the area 
were poor as well, struggling to sur-
vive, and in no position to be of 
much help to foreigners.  
Then in March disaster struck.ò 

A Stage (Coach) that actually operated in the Kinmount area!  
Carolyn Taylor would have been passing through Kinmount on such a 
contraption when she noticed the young Icelandic girl on the main street 
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Last Monthôs Spot the Shot:  
The Lift Locks at Kirkfield 
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Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

Dams Old & New 

 

Anyone Can Join 

Our area of Ontario has a lot of 
lakes and rivers that handle a lot of 
water. In pioneer days, these wa-
terways were used to float logs to 
sawmills along the Kawartha 
Lakes, and later, in local villages 
with their own sawmills. The local 
sawmills could only operate if they 
had water power (ie a waterfall 
that could be dammed). But the 
key to success as a mill site was 
transportation: a railway! Only a 
railway could guarantee easy, 
cheap access to the markets of the 
outside world.  
But the river drives were not that 
simple. They could only be done in 
the spring, when the melt waters of 
the winter snows filled the water 
courses with enough water to float 
the logs and provide a current to 
keep them moving. Mother Nature 
was not always consistent with her 
spring floods, and sometimes the 
water levels would rise or fall be-
fore the lumber drives were fin-
ished. So the lumbermen con-
structed a series of dams over the 
years on rivers and lakes so they 
could control the water levels and 
current speeds during the log 
drives. These dams were expensive 
and few dams received govern-
ment spending. It was just a cost of 

doing business for the lumbermen.  
The dams were constructed of logs 
braced with stone. Both materials 
were handy and cheap. But the 
durability of these timber dams 
left much to be desired. However, 
the log drives were not going to 
last forever, so longevity was not 
always a factor. More effort went 
into debating how the costs would 
be shared when several companies 
used the same water control sys-
tems. Repair crews were always 
ñfixingò the dams before the log 
drives.  
By the early 1900s, the era of the 
log drives was just about over. A 
few more important dams were 
still used, but most were aban-
doned. However, about the same 
time, the Trent Canal system be-
gan to emerge as tourist industry 
and concerns over water levels 
were a big factor in water flow. 
The many locks required huge 
amounts of water to flush through 
boats. A steady and reliable supply 
of water was needed. Thus the 
government of Canada began to 
plan water flow for the system by 
damming the many lakes of the 
watershed to control the flow for 

Continued p.  8 


