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Friends and Neighbours: Maxwell’s Crossing
Maxwell’s Crossing was a flag stop on
the Irondale, Bancroft & Ottawa
(IB&O) Railway between Irondale and
Gooderham. The flag stop was located
2 miles east of Irondale station and 4
miles west of Gooderham. At this
point, the Monck Road crossed the
Irondale River from the south and carries on along the north bank to Gooderham. Thus the IB&O crossed the
Monck Road on the north bank of the
River.
There was never a post office or any
stores in this community. Both Irondale and Gooderham were too close. It
did feature a school section (USS #1
Snowdon and Glamorgan), but the
school was moved about 1900 to another location down the Monck Road
closer to Irondale village. Later the
Monck Road (now highway #503) was
also altered to its current course and
Maxwell’s Crossing was bypassed.
The current road runs about 2 miles
north of the Crossing and the old
Monck Road was downgraded to a
local road. The IB&O was discontinued in 1960.
The first settlers moved up the old
Monck Road in the early 1870s. The
old Road followed the course of current Road #503 from Kinmount to the
While Boundary Road, followed the
road for several miles, and then cut
north-east on the south bank of the
Irondale River to Irondale village.
Continuing along the south bank of the
River, the old Monck Road crossed to
the north bank at the Maxwell Farm,
hence the term Maxwell’s Crossing.
The IB&O also used the route south of
the River from Howland Junction,
through Furnace Falls to Irondale before crossing the River just east of
Irondale and taking the north bank all
the way to near Gooderham. The
Monck Road course was later altered
to take the current route along the
north bank, therefore bypassing Irondale and Maxwell’s Crossing.
A number of pioneer farmers settled
along the River, mostly along the
sandy flats between Devil’s Creek and
Maxwell’s Crossing. But east of here,
settlers also cleared land on the high
ground both north of the River along
the old Monck Road (now called the
Old Irondale Road) and along the Contau Lake Road on the south side of the
River. Locals called this settlement
“the Concession Road” and it was
farmed (where possible!) all the way to
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Gooderham. It even had its own
school section: SS # 5 Glamorgan
(Contau Lake School). The land was
mostly poor for agriculture and eventually most farms were abandoned.
The Irondale branch of the Burnt
River was a boon to the lumber industry. Both Gooderham and Irondale had sawmills (there were no
mills in between) and there was work
and markets tied to the wood products. The IB&0 was a great outlet to
the outside world. Just east of Maxwell’s Crossing, the Irondale River
plunges over a series of rapids, the
most famous being the Devil’s Gap
(see the story of this waterfall in a
separate article in this issue).
Today the railway and farms are
gone, The Irondale River is left in
peace from the massive log drives
that once filled its course and the
area is filled by cottages and residences instead.

Irondale Road
THEN

NOW
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Highlands Cinemas Cancels 2021 Season
Due to the uncertainty of the
Covid-19 rules, the Highlands
Cinema will be closed for the
second straight year. This is a big
loss for our community. It was
one of Kinmount’s premier attractions. Already reduced to a
partial season at best,
Keith Stata chose not to
open. Besides all the
potential rules and hazards, he maintained the
quality and number of
movies available this
summer is not up to
standards. We hope the
Highlands Cinema
emerges next year
stronger than ever. For
more detail, check out

the website
www.highlandscinemas.com.

KINMOUNT DOWNTOWN PHARMACY
4084 COUNTY RD #121
KINMOUNT, ONTARIO K0M 2A0

PHONE: 705-488-1923

Brenda Mulholland
Mixed-Media Artist

- Home or Cottage Drawings Black & White $150.-- + +
Full Colour $250.-- + +
Matting & Framing available
Please call me for details and specific quotes

FAX:
705-488-1943
PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES
MEDICATION REVIEWS
BLISTER PACKAGING
GENERAL SERVICES
20% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY
TUESDAY & THURSDAY
$ 2.00 ODB CO-PAY WAIVED
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN
KINMOUNT & TRENT LAKES
STORE HOURS
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9:00 A.M. TO 4:30 P.M.
SATURDAY: 9:00 A.M. TO 1:00 P.M.
SUNDAY: CLOSED

- Individual Commissions Welcomed & Encouraged -

(705) 488-1574

email: bmulholland421@gmail.com

www.brendamulholland.com

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca
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Around Gooderham
The past month the editor made a
trip to Gooderham to update his
files on the village. The “town
square” seemed slightly deserted,
but I was able to visit a few of the
historical sites. The first change was
the overhaul of the old Barr’s General Store. The times are achanging, so here is a view of
Gooderham’s past and present.

Clockwise from top: The changing faces of
Barr’s General Store; Downtown Gooderham
on its busiest day of the year: Orangeman’s
Day (July 12) circa 1950s; Cenotaph; Gooderham Pioneer Cemetery; Peter Barr’s Store
1905

Page 44

Barr’s General Store circa
1908. Every village had a
general store, and Peter
Barr moved from Irondale
about 1900 and opened a
business in Gooderham. It
was a prosperous little
town, serviced by the
Irondale River, Monck
Road, Buckhorn Road and
especially, the IB&O Railway.
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Devil’s Gap
The Burnt River system, which
includes the Irondale branch, is
noted for its turbulent course
and its many rapids, waterfalls
and “fast water” spots. It was
ideal for log drives, always having a brisk current. But was also
known for its problem spots
where the above rapids and waterfalls caused the log drives to
hang-up and various choke
points. These dangerous spots
included the High Falls (south
of Kinmount), the Three Brothers Falls (north of Kinmount)
and the Devil’s Gap (east of
Irondale). Of all these spots, and
many countless smaller sites,
the most feared was the Devil’s
Gap. The Gap was not the biggest, highest or longest falls, but
it was judged the most dangerous. It was the way the river

tumbled through a short,
narrow gorge that made it a
hazard. The river drivers
had to “reach down and
over” to push on the
jammed logs which could
wedge across the narrow
gorge and make a dam to
catch other logs.
A river driver in the editor’s
family left stories about the
dangers of the various
choke points in the area.
Each hazard had its own
little cemetery where the
unlucky river drivers were
buried where they fell. Most
drivers couldn’t swim a lick,
as if that was a factor in
these accidents. A slip or a
suddenly released log could

Continued p. 13

VICTORIA APIARIES LOCAL HONEY
705 928 9699
Kinmount Farmer's Market May - October
Farm gate sales by appointment

TURTLEWATCH
WATCH
TURTLE
INEFFECT
EFFECT
IN
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Icelanders at Kinmount Part V

SUNDAYS

10 am Bible Study
11 am Worship Service
& Kids Zone

DRIVE IN CHURCH
Sundays 10 am

ALL
WELCOME

We pick up the story of Icelanders
at Kinmount from the book by Don
Gislason of the same title in the
winter of 1975.
“As the winter dragged on at Kinmount, those who couldn’t find
work on the railway hired out as
farm hands in return for board for
their families. Road construction
was not an alternative as it had shut
down for the winter. Others began
seeking possibilities at sawmills in
the surrounding areas. A skilled
craftsman, Benedikt Arason, with a
family to support, did odd jobs as
well as carving spoons, which
fetched 20-30 cents apiece. Many
single women located in Lindsay as
domestics, as positions became
available in Toronto, a few returned
there. Some girls may have hired
out as housekeepers for local farmers.
During this period, John Taylor, a
Baptist lay preacher, came into the
picture. He was supervisor of the
Shanty Men’s Mission of the British
-Canadian Bible Society in the lumber camps of Haliburton and had
influential contacts in Ottawa. Legend has it that his niece, Caroline
Taylor, encountered the Icelanders
by chance and brought their plight
to his attention.
“In 1874 eighteen-year old Carrie
Taylor was a teacher in Southern
Ontario. The school term was out
and she was travelling home to her
uncles house when her stage coach
stopped in Kinmount for lunch. Carrie noticed a young girl at the town
well. The girl had long fair hair and
blue eyes and wore a costume unlike

anything Caroline had ever seen
before.”
Carrie inquired about the girl and
found she lived in a shanty in the
forest with other Icelanders not far
from town. The innkeeper added
that her people were suffering greatly from illness, overcrowding and
high infant mortality. Carrie’s uncle,
a man of strong principles and social
conscience, was very interested in
her story.
Deeply impressed by the Icelanders
he met, aware of their fervent desire
to establish a colony in Canada and
sympathetic to their plight in Ontario, he suggested to Sigtryggur
Jonasson that it might be worthwhile to investigate the possibilities
of the Red River Valley in Manitoba.
By March, things remained much
the same and were not about to get
better. In an attempt to raise public
concern, Jonasson submitted a news
item, emphasizing that if outside
assistance was not immediately
forthcoming, the unemployed Icelanders would simply have to starve.
That would generate negative impressions for prospective immigrants to Canada. He conceded that
many of the old settlers in the area
were poor as well, struggling to survive, and in no position to be of
much help to foreigners.
Then in March disaster struck.”

References Available

705-488-3091

CHECK OUT THIS WEBSITE:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/assessment-centre-locations
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A Stage (Coach) that actually operated in the Kinmount area!
Carolyn Taylor would have been passing through Kinmount on such a
contraption when she noticed the young Icelandic girl on the main street
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Dams Old & New

Dr. Bruce Mason
Chiropractor
3398 Gelert Rd.
Minden, Ontario
K0M 2K0

705-286-4350

Our area of Ontario has a lot of
lakes and rivers that handle a lot of
water. In pioneer days, these waterways were used to float logs to
sawmills along the Kawartha
Lakes, and later, in local villages
with their own sawmills. The local
sawmills could only operate if they
had water power (ie a waterfall
that could be dammed). But the
key to success as a mill site was
transportation: a railway! Only a
railway could guarantee easy,
cheap access to the markets of the
outside world.
But the river drives were not that
simple. They could only be done in
the spring, when the melt waters of
the winter snows filled the water
courses with enough water to float
the logs and provide a current to
keep them moving. Mother Nature
was not always consistent with her
spring floods, and sometimes the
water levels would rise or fall before the lumber drives were finished. So the lumbermen constructed a series of dams over the
years on rivers and lakes so they
could control the water levels and
current speeds during the log
drives. These dams were expensive
and few dams received government spending. It was just a cost of

doing business for the lumbermen.
The dams were constructed of logs
braced with stone. Both materials
were handy and cheap. But the
durability of these timber dams
left much to be desired. However,
the log drives were not going to
last forever, so longevity was not
always a factor. More effort went
into debating how the costs would
be shared when several companies
used the same water control systems. Repair crews were always
“fixing” the dams before the log
drives.
By the early 1900s, the era of the
log drives was just about over. A
few more important dams were
still used, but most were abandoned. However, about the same
time, the Trent Canal system began to emerge as tourist industry
and concerns over water levels
were a big factor in water flow.
The many locks required huge
amounts of water to flush through
boats. A steady and reliable supply
of water was needed. Thus the
government of Canada began to
plan water flow for the system by
damming the many lakes of the
watershed to control the flow for
Continued p. 8

Spot the Shot Recaptured
Last Month’s Spot the Shot:
The Lift Locks at Kirkfield

RANDY BEACLER

Plumbing
Hydronics
Drains

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES

705-488-2266

TO THE

Anyone Can Join

Kinmount Gazette

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to Kinmount Gazette
c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0
705 - 488 - 2919 or email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS
Volumes 1 - 12 $20.00 each

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace
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Dams Old & New Continued from p. 7

WE STOCK ALL SIZES OF CLEAR GARBAGE BAGS

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 - 5
Saturday & Sunday 9 - 4
449 Kent St. W. Lindsay

705 340 3718

LLOYD’S Driveway Sealing

& MOTORCYCLE/ATV REPAIRS

Licenced Mechanic

CALL OR TEXT LLOYD HEACOCK

705 879 2619

Or Drop in to 6 Hunter Street
Kinmount

the canal. Many of the old logger’s
dams were rebuilt and repurposed for
the Canal. Another benefit from damming the upper lakes was the cottage
industry. Full lakes, especially in the
drier summer season, were much
more attractive than low water levels.
It was a win-win and water had now
become a resource to be saved for
maximum use. The wooden dams
were eventually replaced by more
permanent concrete dams and plans
drawn up to control the out put of
water for the canal. New lakes were
added. Thus the area evolved with a
series of old logger’s dams and new
dams to feed the Trent Canal.
This article will show some dams
from the Irondale Watershed. (I won’t
even get into the issue of water-levels
today!)

705 286-0808
Debbie Calvert

50 Newcastle St
Minden, Ont
K0M 2K0

Above: White Lake
Dam between White
and Salerno Lakes

Left: Contau Lake
Dam

Below: Old Dams
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Kids’ Corner
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby
Those who have lost a beloved
pet know the sorrow being felt
at my home with the passing of
our sweet, darling, little Toto, who left us for
the Rainbow Bridge on May 17. Toto was a
stray that blessed us with 10 years of joy and
happiness. Forever in our hearts, we miss her
dearly and are thankful for the memories.
Many of you may recall back in May 10
years ago there was a scared, tiny black dog
running around town for about 2 weeks. She
wouldn’t let anyone come near her. Nobody
knew where she came from, but we certainly
all wondered. It was the talk of the town.
My family loves The Wizard of OZ and because of that, our son Luke, kept referring to
her as “that Toto dog,” when telling us of
seeing her wandering around town.
The passing of our 13 year old dog Cujo,
April 28, 2011, was still very fresh. We were
grieving his loss when along came this
frightened, little black ball of matted fur. For
reasons unknown, she decided to adopt us
and the name Toto stuck. We always liked to
think Cujo sent her from over the rainbow.
What makes the story even more interesting
though, is that following Christmas of 2011,
daughter Mary gave us a collage of Cujo for
a gift. In that collage, she included this page
from her Daily Dog Trivia Calendar for
April 28, 2011, the day Cujo died:

Our Toto was a “she” too. Thanks to all
who offered condolences. It definitely
helps ease the pain. We are thankful Toto
was able to die in her own bed, in her own
home, for Toto knew, as we all know:
“THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME!”
Thank you for picking us to share a home
with Toto. Thank you for sending her Cujo.
They lay buried beside each other with a
rainbow of rocks painted by our grandkids.
Page 10

CHECK OUT THE
KINMOUNT GARDEN SHOP!

There’s a welcoming sight on #121 at the old
Timbermart Lumberyard. Back for a second
year, beautiful flowers & vegetables, brought to
you from your local Lakes Minden & Haliburton Organic Growers! Come have a look.
Located at 4116 County Road 121, Kinmount.
Above: Our Toto at Music in the Park;
a drawing of Toto by granddaughter
Holly. It’s a keeper.
Below: a poem sent to us by granddaughter Cameryn

Keep enjoying your home!
And please keep sharing your news
in the Hot Stove Leak.
Contact me at 705-488-2919 or email :
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca.

DID YOU KNOW?

Say what? Burnt River Brewing Co. is a
brand new company located near Kinmount.
Established in 2020, it is named for the
Burnt River Canoe Route running from
Canning Lake to Cameron Lake. The Burnt
River flows over the southern boundary of
the Canadian Shield, creating a beautiful
paddling experience.
To brew their unique beer they use raw water drawn from a well drilled deep into the
Canadian Shield next to High Falls on the
Burnt River, just south of Kinmount. The
water contains natural electrolytes and minerals, creating a unique and delicious flavour profile. Burnt River Brewing Company
Beer is available at select LCBO’s, Grocery
Stores and Licensees.
For more information on all they have to
offer make sure to visit them on their website:
burntriverbrewco.ca or on facebook.

Kinmount Gazette

Down by the river at
Austin Sawmill Park

Saturdays
9 am - 2 pm

Join our mailing list
to receive updates
kinmountfarmersmarket.ca

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT
KINMOUNT FARMER’S MARKET
It’s a brand new season! With that comes a
couple of new vendors along with many of
your old favourites! Here’s the current line
up:
NEW! Boshkung Brewing Co.
Boshkung Brewing Co. is a small batch craft
brewery focused on cottage living, local fare,
and great tasting beer! With a brewery in
Minden that creates a wide range of beer
there are always beverages for beer casual
drinkers and beer enthusiasts alike.
NEW! Fenelon Falls Brewing Co.
Our hand-crafted premium beer is brewed in
small batches in our Canadian-made
brewhouse. Our brewing philosophy keeps
our ingredients simple and our processes to a
minimum to make beer that allows the flavours and aroma to shine through. Of course,
all our beer is brewed with no additives and
no preservatives. The way it should be.
Linda J’s Market
Fresh homemade Breads, Cakes, Muffins,
Cinnamon Buns, Jumbo Cookies and more.
Linda’s famous Flatbreads and Quiches,
every one a work of art. Also home made
Cream Soups, Salsa, Frozen Entrees
(Lasagna, Cabbage Rolls, Perogies, Shepherds Pie and Meat Pies).
Bennena Bakery
Wendy’s specialty homemade pies, tarts,
cakes, cookies, squares, muffins, biscuits,
and more. Farm vegetables in season.
Country Fabric Crafts
Nancy’s handmade fabric masks, quilts,
aprons, table runners, pot holders, hand towels and dish cloths, tote bags, baby bibs, and
more.
John’s Garlic

Kinmount Commi ttee for Planning and Economic Development

John and Theresa Deak’s locally grown
garlic bulbs, garlic braids & garlic scapes,
home made garlic powder, pesto, sweet,
red & hot pepper jellies and hand crafted
“Nature’s Weather Stick”.
Pat’s Country Farm and Garden
Crafts
Patricia, Rick and Crystal Moody’s handmade wood crafts, farm signs, wooden
lawn ornaments, bat houses, bird houses,
signs, wooden BBQ scrapers, and more.
Fresh farm vegetables in season.
Victoria Apiaries
Ernie Anderson’s local honey and bee’s
wax products.
Brandeston Farms
Local vegetables, micro-greens, herbs,
community supported agriculture subscriptions available.
Lady Cobraa’s Hot Sauce and Things
Heather’s homemade hand-crafted sauces
and spicy condiments. No chemical preservatives added just natural preservatives, (vinegar and salt). Hot sauces in a
range of heats, barbecue sauce, infused
extra virgin olive oil or try the jalapeno
pickle relish. All made with fresh natural
ingredients with no chemical preservative
or binding agents. Visit their website, you
can buy it online too.
D and D Meats
Marisa’s D and D Meats have been with
our market for a long time. Experience the
taste of diversity with a variety of delicious meats and cheeses made in Ontario,
with flavours from around the World. Try
a variety of smoked meats and salami and
everyone’s favourite pepperettes. Visit
their website.
Made With Love
Marylou Clark’s Quilting, Sewing Face
Coverings & More!
Custom orders are welcome. Farm fresh
herbs, vegetables, plants and flowers in
season.

KINMOUNT FOOD BANK

11 am - 1 pm
Thursday June 10 & 24
Kinmount Baptist Church
4937 Monck Road
Also Available:
Food to You Outreach Program
705 455 3060
kinmountfoodbank.ca

ATTENTION
PATRONS

We regret to advise that due to a
change in policy at the City of
Kawartha Lakes, patrons of the
Kinmount Gazette will no longer receive tax receipts for their
donations. COKL no longer
offers donation receipts to outside community organizations.
We appreciate your
past donations and hope you
continue to support the Gazette.

Do you have
an artistic or crafting talent?
Interested in retailing
your creations?

INQUIRIES WELCOME!
KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre

Check us out on Facebook!

705 488 2938 or 705 488 1414
larry.darlenemann@gmail.com
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The Hot Stove Leak cont.
KINMOUNT LION
J.C. LAGRANGE
RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS AWARD
LINDSAY’S

Congratulations to Kinmount Lions Club President - Elect and PDG J.C. Lagrange for receiving at the District Convention, the most prestigious award that a Lion can receive: The President's Medal awarded by the International President of LCI for 'exemplary and outstanding
service to their community, the association and
the world'. This honour is awarded to only 200
out of 1.4 million Lions world-wide. Kinmount
& District Lions are very proud of you! Well
deserved!
NEW SIGNAGE FOR
KINMOUNT ARTISANS
MARKETPLACE

OLDE GAOL MUSEUM
NEW HISTORY INITIATIVE
Welcome to the museum’s newest community historical collection initiative, Women
of the Kawarthas. This is our opportunity
to celebrate the incredible women that contribute to our daily lives in so many ways,
primarily focused on participants 55+, living within the City of Kawartha Lakes.
WHAT
Throughout our lives, we are inspired, educated, nurtured and supported by smart,
strong, compassionate and unique individuals. The women in our lives have rich histories of great community contributions,
whether they are teachers, healthcare professionals, community leaders and activists,
artists, authors, makers and creators, farmers, active volunteers, the best pie baker at
the fair year after year, the one that catalogues generations of family genealogy, or
perhaps the most supportive friend or colleague. Whomever this woman is, whether
she recognizes it in herself or not, someone
in her life recognizes that the world is a
better place because she is in it. We want
our community to know these women, embracing that contribution and positive impact takes many forms.
WHO
Is she your daughter, sister, aunt, mother,
co-worker, coach, teacher, friend, or partner? Tell us why you think she should be
recognized. We are also asking women not
to be shy about recognizing their own
greatness and contacting us to be a part of
this project themselves. We want to hear
from all of you. There are so many untold
stories and we want to hear from you.

HOW
Participants will be initially interviewed
by phone and then an appointment will
be made to have an interview recorded,
via Zoom virtual contact, or in person at
the Olde Gaol Museum utilizing safe
social distancing practices. During the
initial contact, we may ask if you have
any supporting materials that may be
copied for use in the project, such as
photographs or other memorabilia.
Originals will be returned. We may also
interview the nominator if they consent
to be included in the project, to speak
about why they support the person’s
inclusion in the project.
The content gathered during this project
will be edited into completed video
formats for use as an online and inhouse virtual exhibit, and then added to
our Collection archives.
If you would like to participate, or nominate someone to be interviewed, please
visit oldegaolmuseum.ca/
kawarthawomen
To complete the form. Include in the
message the woman you are nominating
while giving a brief description of them
and their accomplishments. You may
also use the form to ask for a team
member to contact you to answer any
questions you may have.

MORE BEAUTIFUL
SIGNAGE

The Artisans Marketplace hopes to open daily
starting Wednesday, June 16, just in time for
Father’s Day! Thanks to Larry Mann for the
beautiful new signage post at #121 & #45.
Page 12

Welcome Signs entering the Crystal Lake
Community on Galway Road and Crystal
Lake Road.
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Devil’s Gap Continued from p. 5
mean they were cast into the surging
flood filled with thrashing logs. It
was often a fatal fall. The bodies
were recovered, but because most of
these dangerous spots were far from
any town or graveyard, they had to
be buried on the spot. Thus the really
dangerous choke points had their
own, impromptu cemeteries. They
would be marked by crude wooden
crosses which rotted over the years,
leaving no trace.
The largest cemetery was at the
Hawk River Chutes, where Uncle
Dunc claimed as many as 13 crosses
could be seen. The site has been pre-

served as a park today where one
can still get an idea of what a dangerous chute looked like! The
Devil’s Gap contained between 5
and 7 graves. Nobody knows
where the little cemetery rests, the
signs are long since gone. But the
Devil’s Gap had a reputation back
in the day, and it wasn’t a happy
one!

Your Health Centre Bulletin Board
Check out our website!
www.kdhc.ca
Getting Your Vaccination
Will Help Us All
Get Back To Normal

Clockwise from
top right: Foot
Bridge near the
Gap; Spirits at
Devil’s Gap; Ladders to climb the
rocks at Devil’s
Gap; A Tree
House along the
river

Now at

KINMOUNT
MEDICAL CENTRE

1st Thursday Every Month
WALK-INS WELCOME

CALL

705-488-2205
KINMOUNT PHARMACY
WALK IN CLINIC
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Call for an appointment

888 930 6571
Bring Your OHIP Card
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In the Lions Den by J.C. Lagrange
Spring has sprung. The club is ready to
grow.
At the time of this article, we are now nearing the end of stay-at-home order in Ontario and our Club got the great news that a
couple of experienced Lions are moving to
Kinmount and are looking to join us. They
have already attended two of our club
meetings and it seems all is set for our
Club to pass a membership of 20 Lions!
With more Lions our Club has more hands
to share the administrative load and more
potential to undertake more and greater
Service activities.
At the last Club meeting there was a sense
that just like all of Ontario, and frankly the
world, is on pins and needles as to when
we can return to something close to normal
life. Our draw may happen but later in the
year. Local events where we participate
may return. The events of summer might
restart. Even a simple request for a donation by a youth camp is shrouded in uncertainty as to whether camps will open. Fear

and anticipation about whether this summer
will include the rebirth of our lives. I am
certain we are not the only organization
facing this dilemma but all we can do is
plan for a return but brace for more uncertainty. But the possibility of happier days
brings our little Kinmount Lions family joy
and hope.
And we are finally ready to wrap up our
review of the five Global Causes that Lions
Clubs International is challenging all Clubs
to undertake. One final time, they are Diabetes, Vision, Childhood Cancer, Hunger,
and the Environment. Last month we covered the Environment, and we will now go
over an all-too-common foe . . . Hunger.
A staggering reality is where we begin, 815
million people worldwide (2016) or 11% of
the world deals with lack of food. Over 50%
of children under five have hidden their
hunger! With food prices rising 1 in 3 Canadian seniors are at risk and when malnourished their hospital stay is 2-3 days longer.
And this is before the pandemic! Adding

insult to injury one third of our annual food
production is wasted as it works its way into
the supply chain and into our kitchens. Lions International has one mission in defeating hunger: To ensure all community members have access to nutritious foods. Actions
by Lions Clubs comes in many forms, food
collection drives, direct food service to
those in need, accessing matching grants
from Lions Clubs International foundation,
school feeding programs, and often supporting our local food banks.
The Kinmount Lions Club does its share in
donating to our local food bank, doing pandemic donations of food and supplies to our
nearest women’s shelter, collecting food
items for the local Christmas food drive,
and one of our members makes delivery of
Good Food Boxes.

Spotlight on a Lion: Marg McAllister
The current Club President of the Kinmount
Lions: LION MARG MCALLISTER
Don’t you dare call her Margaret or Marge or
she will give you the “look”. Her name is
Marg . . ., Marg McAllister and she is one
fierce Lion. Lion Marg joined our little Lions
family in November 2009 and since then she
has been a pillar of the Club. She is our current
Club President and was our Club Secretary for
at least five years. Lion Marg has had a huge
impact in our Club and was the driving force in
getting our Kinmount Lions to embrace doing
social activities, getting out of our den, and
having fun. We have bowled in Minden,
dressed up for Halloween, played darts in Burnt
River, had year-end meetings at her camping
site in Algonquin Park, and she and her husband, Lion Joe, have hosted the Club for BBQs
and Christmas parties. Both as Club President
and Secretary she has performed admirably and
been a voice for common sense and “telling it
as it is.” She was instrumental over the years
for our Club receiving the Club Excellence
Award on several occasions, she keeps up with
reporting our Club’s activities with Lions Clubs

International and is the moderator for our Fa- with a hilarious snaky remark.
cebook page.
Lion Marg and her husband Lion Joe have one
daughter, and a granddaughter. Marg is a loving dog owner and is always keen to share
stories about her fur-kids. She had a long and
impressive career in the insurance industry
where she was a professional woman with
huge responsibilities. With Lion Joe as the
driver, she loves RVing and just traded in for
a smaller but newer 31-foot RV. Marg longs
for the days of spending winter as a snowbird
in their Alabama RV community and square
dancing the night away. One unique passion
of Marg’s is her amazing Christmas display of
a little town that she creates every year in her
basement. It is simply a breathtaking labour of
love and detail.
Lion Marg is one of our best ticket sellers for
the Lions Summer Draw and always giving
Lion Vic Ballik a worthy challenge for top
ticket seller. And Marg is one of our amazing
“less talking and more doing” Lions. Finally,
as mentioned before, don’t upset her or she
will give you her trademark stink eye along
Lion Marg McAllister

Send Your Old Photos & Stories
TO THE GAZETTE!
WE LOVE HISTORY!

gdsscott@mail.com or
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca
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The Galwegians by Bill Lee
The Ontario Government’s extended “stayat-home” measures means that the Galway
Hall continues to be closed until further
notice. However, for the first time since
this global pandemic began, there was a
notice posted on the Galway Hall message
boards. It was a reminder to our area students that the deadline for bursary applications to the Kinmount and Area Bursary
Committee is Tuesday, June 15th, 2021. All
the details can be found at:
www.kinmount.ca or www.galwayhall.ca.
Did you catch the spectacular lightning
display on the evening of Tuesday, April
27th? Although frightening to many people,
thunder storms can also be very impressive! This storm had many brilliant forked
lightning events as it rumbled through. Did
you know that a return stroke (which is the
very bright visible flash) travels at about 60
000 miles per second back towards the
cloud and that one flash consists of as
many as 20 return stokes? What made this
storm even more special was that it had
cloud to cloud lightning as well, known as
Spider Lightning. Spider lightning refers to
the long, horizontal moving flashes often
seen on the underside of the clouds. This
type of lightning is considered rare.
Well, Nature’s choir mentioned in last
month’s article was short-lived. The cold
temps disbanded this choir and only a few
solo acts braved the below normal temperatures. My Grandma White used to say that
freezing temperatures would silence the
singing frogs three times before the warm
weather was here to stay. This spring, the
frogs went almost three weeks before singing again.
Here are the results of the forty day observation period regarding the Good Friday
weather lore. 80% of the days were below
normal temps. Only 40% of the days had
sun or a sun/cloud mix. There was no dominant wind direction over this forty day
period. To summarize, Good Friday 2021
was sunny, cold, and a wind from the
north. The below normal temperatures was
the only dominant trait over the forty days.
Some species have arrived earlier than usual this spring. The hummingbirds were a
couple of days ahead of schedule. The
dragonflies were flying about by mid-May
this year. They are usually out in the first
week of June.
Our feeder is historically left out until the
Victoria Day weekend in hopes of attracting the rose breasted grosbeak as it passes
through our area. This year there were three
males that graced our feeder. Did you know
that these birds migrate from Mexico, Central America, and even northern South

Food Fanatic by Michelle Barkwell
America? It has been documented that the
rose breasted grosbeak can fly across the
Gulf of Mexico in a single night!
The 10 or 12 evening grosbeaks that have
been consistently around our feeder for
months have finally moved away as of May
15th. A pair of Baltimore Orioles was reported on Cain’s Lane, enjoying orange
slices strung from a tree branch. Another
observer posted pictures taken of three warblers- the Yellow Rump, the Black and
White, and the Palm as well as a picture of
a rose breasted grosbeak. Swallows were
seen swooping across the waters of Clear
Bay early in May. Birds are a critical part
of our ecosystem, whether it's acting as
pollinators, pest control or dispersing
seeds. But many species of birds are declining at an alarming rate. In fact, North
American bird populations have significantly dwindled in the last 50 years, with a
staggering loss of 2.9 billion adult breeding
birds since 1970.
The word for this month that was added to
the dictionary in 2020 is “farmhousey”. It
is an adjective and means a space or thing
resembling or reminiscent of a farmhouse
or life in a farmhouse, especially in being
cozy or charmingly rustic.
Here is an update on Shamrocking GalwayYear 3. The corms were planted in the peat
pots on April 24th. As of this article’s deadline (May 21st), purple shamrocks are starting to appear in 4 of the 26 pots. Here’s
hoping for the remaining shamrocks to
come through! Follow the progress at
www.galwayhall.ca.

Book your

COVID-19

VACCINE APPOINTMENT

The warm weather is finally here. Enjoy the
outdoors while following the Covid rules to
staying safe.

Rhubarb Custard Bar

Crust:
2 cups all-purpose flour
1/4 cup sugar
1 cup cold butter
Filling:
2 cups sugar
7 tbsp all-purpose flour
1 cup heavy whipping cream
3 large eggs, beaten
Topping:
6 oz. cream cheese, softened
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
1 cup heavy whipping cream, whipped
In a bowl, combine flour and sugar; cut in
butter until mixture resembles coarse
crumbs. Press into a greased 13x9” baking
pan. Bake at 350F for 10 minutes.
Meanwhile, for the filling, combine sugar
and flour in a bowl. Whisk in cream and
eggs. Stir in the rhubarb. Pour over crust.
Bake at 350F until the custard is set, 40-45
minutes. Cool.
For topping, beat cream cheese, sugar and
vanilla until smooth; fold in whipped
cream. Spread over top. Cover and chill.
Cut into bars. Store in the refrigerator.

Easy Fresh Strawberry Pie

1 unbaked 9” pastry shell
3/4 cup sugar
2 tbsp cornstarch
1 cup water
1 pkg. (3 oz) strawberry gelatin
4 cups sliced fresh strawberries
fresh mint, optional
Line unpricked pastry shell with a double
layer of heavy duty foil. Bake at 450F for 8
minutes. Remove foil; bake 5 minutes longer.
In a small saucepan, combine the sugar,
cornstarch, and water until smooth. Bring to
a boil; cook and stir for 2 minutes or until
thickened. Remove from the heat; stir in
gelatin until dissolved. Refrigerate for 1520 minutes or until slightly cooled.
Meanwhile, arrange strawberries in the
crust. Pour gelatin mixture over berries.
Refrigerate until set. Garnish with mint if
desired.

covid19.ontariohealth.ca
Or call
1-833-943-3900
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Royal Canadian Legion Branch 441

Royal Canadian Legion

John McGrath
Branch 441
Kinmount, Ontario
705-488-3462

by Tammy Warburton

HALL RENTALS
705-488-3462

Kinmount Agricultural Society
(Kinmount Fair Board)
Celebrating 150 Years!
Labour Day Weekend

2021

kinmountfair.net

In these troubling times we all feel
losses deeply. Our branch lost one
of our long-time members, James
"Jimmy" Watson was in his 85th
year and was a member of the Royal
Canadian Legion for 40 years. He
belonged to Branch #1 before coming to Branch #441, where he was a
member for at least 15 years.
Once upon a time Legion's didn't
exist. More and more over time
many bought buildings or property
and erected Legions, many where
they currently stand today. Here is
an article that was previously published about how our wonderful
Legion came to be and a bit of the
struggles to make it happen.
My brother-in-law, Bob White, and
I were passing through Kinmount
when it was suggested that perhaps
we should drop in to the local Legion and whet our thirsts.
Bob, being a native of Kinmount,
knew a number of the fellows paying their daily visit to the hall.
While chatting with them he turned
to me and said, "John, there is quite
a story behind the birth of the Kinmount Legion".
I was surprised to learn that the village actually borders on three counties, namely Victoria, Haliburton
and Peterborough.
It seems that the majority of the
folks in Kinmount were strongly
opposed to alcoholic beverages
making their way into the village
and every time there was a plebiscite the "dry" supporters won out.

Mystery Fireplace

Kinmount Library Pickup Service Hours:
Thursday and Saturday 10 am – 2 pm

For Updates
Visit kawarthalakeslibrary.ca
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We have a mystery Fireplace
along the banks of the Irondale
River just west of Devil’s Gap.
It seems to sit all by itself along
the north bank of the River. If
anybody knows anything about
this relic, please contact the
editor.

The home where the fellows, who
wanted a Legion Charter, met was
that of Charlie Cummings. That
was back in 1944 and it was there
that they tried to find the elusive
answer as to how they could reach
their goal.
Eventually the "boys" stumbled
on a great idea. Buy the old
schoolhouse on the edge of the
village that was located in Peterborough County. (This building
was eventually renovated into the
fine building it is to-day.)
Here, much to the surprise of
many, the Legion would be in a
legal position to sell alcoholic
beverages since they would be in
Peterborough County which was
wet!
Finally, in 1946 the Kinmount
Legion received its' charter and
was named "John McGrath
Branch 441" in honor of the only
serviceman from the village to
lose his life in WWII.
It is also interesting to note that
only two enlisted men from Kinmount became commissioned
officers. They were Robert White
and Bill Butts, both of whom attained the rank of Flying Officer
in the RCAF.
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Bridge Collapse Kills 3 at Big Hawk Lake 1976
It was 45 years ago on Sunday May 23 that
a bridge collapse at Hawk Lake killed 3
people and left hundreds stranded. For
years, hundreds of cottagers had crossed a
bridge over the Kenesis-Hawk River to
access their cottages on Big Hawk Lake. In
the winter of 1976, a replacement for the
old wooden bridge was built. It was a large
culvert style: big enough for boats to travel
through and buried under many feet of fill
to allow cars a better approach to an extremely steep hill on the far bank. The new
bridge looked “shakey” to me, as my family had just passed under it the previous day
to access the Scott cottage up the lake. We
all noticed a large bulge in the culvert. It
was ominous.
Traffic continued all weekend over and
through the newly opened culvert/bridge.
Then disaster struck. With a huge swoosh,
the culvert collapsed and caused an avalanche of fill on both sides to rush into the
void. Unfortunately, a grandmother with
her two young grandchildren were walking
across the culvert at the exact moment of
the collapse and were sucked into the void.
Many cottagers were in the area and rushed
to their aid. But it was hopeless: the 3 innocents disappeared in a landslide of sand and
water. Desperately people sought shovels,
but it was hopeless. It took many hours to
find their bodies. It must have been a harrowing vigil for the family.
About 500 people and 125 cars were
trapped by the collapse. A construction
crew were called in and a temporary causeway built to allow cottagers to get out the
next day. It had to be a quick operation: the

causeway would block the Kenesis/
Hawk river which was in full current. Time was of the essence as the
refugees streamed out by foot, followed by the convoy of escaping
cars. After the last car had passed,
the causeway was excavated and
the river resumed its voyage to the
Trent Canal. The Scott family had
boat access only and were able to
leave quickly. A new structure was
built to fill the void, but
this time, it was a return
to the past and a bridge
was chosen.
Needless to say, an inquest was held that fall
into the tragedy. There
was lots of blame to go
around, but life slowly
returned to normal on
Big Hawk Lake. The
new bridge is still standing. GS

VOLUME 13 IS HERE!
Thank you to our current Patrons

Crystal Lake Cottagers Association
Barry & Judy Waters
Jack & Shirley DeFinney
Paddy Carter
Allan & Diane Ingram
Anne & John Galilee
Bruce & Barbara Stienburg
Mary Jane & Jerry Tyndale
Brian & Nancy Lemire
The Hubbard Family
Michelle & Darrell Pantalone
Raymond Chiasson
Fay O’Neill
Marilyn Andrews
Bruce & Debbie Peck
Teresa Wallwin
The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication
produced by volunteers & is financially dependant
on support through advertising & donations.

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron?

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o Lynne Kilby
P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0
Make cheques payable to Kinmount Gazette
Tax Receipts No Longer Available due to policy change at COKL
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CGC Ltd.

Warren Gas Services
25 Years Serving Kinmount & Area
PRO

PHONE
:
(705)
PROPANE
488SERVICES
3294

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION PROPANE FURNACES, FIRE PLACES
BBQ'S, WATER HEATERS

BLAINE WARREN
Certified Gas Technician
CGC_LTD@hotmail.com

705-488-3294

Kinmount Educational Bursary
Bursary Update: This is a reminder to any eligible, local students interested in pursuing a post-secondary education this fall. The application
deadline for a potential bursary from the Kinmount and District Bursary
Committee is Tuesday, June 15th, 2021. Complete details regarding eligibility, application details, and forms may be found at
www.kinmount.ca and www.galwayhall.ca.
Who is eligible for the Kinmount Bursary?
Academic Requirements:
Accepted to a recognized post secondary institution ( University, College or Trade School).
Candidates must have a satisfactory overall academic standing.
Bursary Eligibility:
Bursary applicants are eligible to apply for their first and second year
post secondary studies.
Bursary applicants must apply for and have been awarded OSAP funding.
Bursary applicants must live within a 15 km radius of Kinmount.
Documents Required:
A completed and signed Bursary Application within the specified deadline as state:
Proof of address 1) a copy of your Driver’s License showing your current address or 2) a copy of any other Government issued document
showing your current address.
See kinmount.ca for application

DO YOU HAVE A 2021 GRADUATE?
CELEBRATE THEIR SUCCESS IN THE KINMOUNT GAZETTE
Send us a digital photo of your graduate and
we will highlight their accomplishment in an
upcoming edition.
Photos should be emailed to:
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca
Please use subject line:

JUNE HIGH FIVE CLUB
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

The Kinmount Tartan
Men’s Cap - Tartan Scarf
Tammy - Men’s Tie

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace or

Contact Diane at 705-488-2635
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Annabelle Cloutier Austin, Julianna Austin, Natasha Austin
Julie Austin, Peter Gautreau, Jen Gray, Megan Dier
Tim Henderson, Kayla & Kyle Dimmer Dave Graham,
Marion Willemsen, Dale Brauer
Alexa Hill, Carrie Crego, Ward Crego, Tom Lang, Ruth Crego
Carol Simmons, Pauline Franzen, Tim Harrison
Jenna Oxley, Ford DeFinney

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Liz and Ward Crego

Give Your High Five by Friday June 18 for the July edition
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca
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Kinmount...Explore Our Heritage, Experience Our Charm!
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COMMITTEE

Spot the Shot

Guy Scott, Editor
P.O. Box 249
Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0

Each edition we feature a photo from the Kinmount Area.
We challenge you to identify
the spot.

Phone: 705-488-3182
E-mail: gdsscott@mail.com

Submissions of photos welcome.
Please submit to the editor via
email with a detailed description of the spot you have captured.

We’re on the Web
www.kinmount.ca

Last month’s Spot the Shot:
The Lift Locks at Kirkfield

Gazette Committee:

Lynne Kilby, Staff Writer/Advertising
Mary Lou Ferguson, Finance
Jane Austin, Publisher/Subscriptions

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
for July 2021 Edition
Friday, June 18, 2021

From the Editor’s Desk
It looks as if the Covid-19 lockdown is disappearing. The Government of Ontario re-opening
plan does give us hope things
may go back to “normal” soon.
How soon is still a question.
Some businesses have scheduled
their re-openings already. It was
great to see the Farmer’s Market
open on Victoria Day Saturday.
There were 11 booths and optimism in the air! The railway corridor was busy and the public
washrooms open. The new Kinmount Greenhouse centre was
open (and busy!). The Kinmount
Fish and Chips was decked out in
its new finery and open for another season. The Artisans Marketplace is planning on reopening
June 16. Other signs of summer
will surely follow. Its a good start
to back to normal.
Now for the bad news. The Highlands Cinema has announced it
will not be opening this year.
This is a huge loss to the community and a sign this will not be a
“totally normal” year. It will be
missed. Summer events are also
hanging in limbo. The Kinmount
Fair has not yet made a decision
about going ahead on Labour
Day weekend. More detail will
be available by the next Gazette.
We do know that Canada Day
celebrations and school gradua-

tions have been cancelled.
We have new owners at the Kinmount Foodtown. Ben and Gina
have transferred ownership to the
Nam Family. More detail will be
in the next Gazette.
And the Gazette has learned there
is a new business in the area: the
Burnt River Brewing Company.
This local micro-brewery has just
released their first product: Saw
Cut Pilsner was released last
month at certain outlets. Congratulations to Tim Burke. We look
forward to seeing it in local
stores.
Last month, the cover of the Gazette was graced by a story about
Sandhill Cranes. One of the big
mysteries was where these large
birds go for the summer season? I
had a solitary crane appear this
past month on the Crystal Lake
Road. It was either a solitary loner or part of a mating couple. I
later observed a pair of Sandhill
Cranes at north Union Creek.
Any other Crane sightings please
let the Gazette know. I am still
puzzled by this migratory bird
and its habits.
A story in this edition of the Gazette chronicles a tragedy that
happened 45 years ago on Victoria Day Weekend. The Hawk
Lake Bridge Collapse claimed

the lives of 3 people in Cottage
Country on Big Hawk Lake
near Carnarvon. The Scott
Family has a cottage on Big
Hawk Lake and were there
when the tragedy struck. And
speaking of Hawk Lake, a new
history of the Lake is being
published this year. The editor
has contributed to the story and
looks forward to its release.
The history of cottaging on our
lakes is a popular topic of late.
Everything has a history.
And on the topic of local history, the editor is currently sifting
through the files of the late
Bernice Owens. Bernice was
Kinmount’s oldest citizen when

she passed away last year. The
Gardner Family resided in the
area for generations and left
some good historical records
to enrich local history. Watch
future Gazettes for some tidbits of local lore. Thanks to
Sheree, Peggy, Jim and family for thinking of the community during their clean-up. GS

Summertime!
Thank you to
Austin Lumber
for transporting, Rosepark
Landscaping
for the beautiful plants, the
volunteers, and
the City of Kawartha Lakes
for their support of our
summer planting program.

Page 19

P.O. Box 286
Kinmount, On
K0M 2A0

(705) 488-2919
e-mail: paul.silver@sympatico.ca

JC’s Cuts & More
WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME
3718 County Road 121
Just south of town

705-488-1148

Open Wed. & Thurs. 9-5, Fri. & Sat 9-3

David Anderson
705-488-2005
Christine Weerdenburg 705-488-2114
Kinmount

SHOP TAX FREE!

ARTISANS
MARKETPLACE

Lower Level

Kinmount Community Centre

705-488-1414
10 am - 4 pm
Friday - Sunday

Boat & Slip
Rental
705 488 2011

Tax Receipts issued
for donations of $25+

CARPENTRY - ROOFING - SIDING & MORE

Cedar Decking, Assorted Lumber
Trim & V joint, Custom Sawing
Burnt River, Ontario
Roger 705-454-2219
Phillip 705-879-9404

Become a Gazette Patron!

Now Booking Spring Projects

Hodgson Brothers
Lumber

Don’t forget to tell our advertisers you saw their ad in
THE KINMOUNT GAZETTE

25+ years serving the area

Local Visual Arts
Handcrafts
Gifts & Collectibles
Books & Souvenirs

416 677 6681
larry.darlenemann@gmail.com

Where ads live on!
Kinmount Gazette
at kinmount.ca

PAUL SILVER

