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Christmas in Kinmount 1884:
Friday December 19th. A
very cold day; 27 below zero.
Plastered all day.
Saturday December 20th.
Stayed down at Kinmount.
Have got a severe cold and
had a regular fever. I made a
door for Bill’s back room of
his shop and battoned up a
door. We set up a stove in his
paint shop. Felt very unwell
tonight: very feverish.
Sunday December 21st. We
had Mr. Coon preach this
forenoon. Maggie Graham
conducted the Sunday School
as Mr Graham was sick. I did
not go to the Church this
evening. I went up as far as
my place with Bill who was
going over to the Argue Settlement post. I was pretty
well in my house with the
water frozen in the top of the
pail in the cellar. I was in a
fever tonight again.
Monday December 22nd:
Went up to plaster at my
stable. It took all forenoon to
get the house warmed, and
some of the clay thawed out.
It was frozen as hard as rock
in the house.

Volume 2: Issue 2

From the Diary of Alexander Morrison

Inside this issue:
Murray & Billy & I cut logs &
brushed the road in as far as
Round (Crego) Lake; but then
went no farther as the ice was
bad.
Thursday December 25th,
Christmas Day. Everything
quiet around Kinmount. But
there was a wild time last
night: two dances, one at
Scott’s and another at Bowie’s
(Hotels); and there was a great
number drunk and, as usual, a
number of fights. Bill got Graham’s horse and sleigh and we
went up to my farm and
brought down a load of wood
and a few oat sheaves. We
went up to Graham’s and a
good evening was enjoyed by
us all.
Friday December 26th: I
bought a lance-tooth crosscut
saw handle and file from Graham’s and one handle from
Hopkins. Bill Hughes and I
walked up to my place and
sawed some wood two feet for
Bill’s shops. I sold 65 pounds
of potatoes to Hopkins. I carried them down on my back.

Tuesday December 23rd. I
finished the plastering of my
stable.

Saturday December 27th.
Billy Hughes & I cut wood all
day. Johnny Gardiner took
down a load of pine to Bill’s
shop. Dick Mansfield took
down a load of Hardwood.

Wednesday December 24th.
It was very stormy: it snowed
and blowed all day. Went
over to the Murray’s and Mr

Sunday December 28th. It
was thawing some today. At
least it was raining. We went
up to Sunday School in the

afternoon. We went up to Grahams in the evening & had
some singsongs.
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Monday December 29th. I
walked up to Oswald’s and
from there to William Morgan’s & worked for him sawing ties.
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Thursday January 1st: I
sawed cordwood with Bob
Oswald this afternoon: and
Bob & I went down to Kinmount this afternoon to shoot
for turkeys. Bill Dunbar got up
a turkey shooting match. Both
Bob and I fired off and got
nothing.
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Saturday January 3rd.
Walked down to Kinmount
tonight. The new school
teacher, Miss Dix arrived tonight.
Sunday January 4th. We went
to Church in the morning,
Sunday School in the afternoon. After School, we walked
up the railway track as far as
Mills Sawmill to see the remains of it as it had burnt
down yesterday afternoon. We
went to hear Mr Soward in the
evening.
Sunday January 10th. A very
solemn service was held in the
Church today. The body of
Mrs Mintz (Mr Ogglestone’s
oldest daughter) was taken
into the Church and a very
solemn funeral service was
preached by Mr, Bynam. After

the service, the funeral procession went to the graveyard
where the mortal remains of
Mrs Mintz were laid to rest.
Friday January 22nd. I took 3
bags of potatoes to Hopkins &
1 bag to Wellstoods. I bought
of Hopkins 1 lamp 40c, 1 bag
of biscuits 30c, pepper 5c,
washbasin 35c, 1 comb 10c,
rice 15c, sugar 21c, raisins
12c, soap 10c.
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Neighbours and Friends: Baddow
Tucked into the southwest
corner of Somerville Township lies the small farming
community of Baddow. There
was never a “main street” or
downtown core: but the community was centered along
the 3rd Line (concession)
Road of Somerville. The
name Baddow was taken from
a village in Essex, England,
home to an early settler.
The Baddow area consisted of
the 1,2,3,4,5 Concessions of
Somerville lying west of the
Burnt River and east of Balsam Lake. When Somerville
Township was opened up for
actual settlement in the early
1850s, a group of settlers began to patent land in this area.
The land here was good farmland (for the area!) and was
soon filled with prosperous
farms. Among the first settlers
were the 4 Eades Brothers
who were raised in Scarborough Township. As they grew
to adulthood, there was no
available land left in Scarborough, so they migrated north
to the back townships, just
opening for settlement. The
original name for the community was the Eades Settlement.
Access to Baddow was easy.
The nearest centre, Fenelon
Falls, was accessed via boat
on the Burnt River (which is
the southern boundary of
Baddow) or via Rosedale on
Balsam Lake. The gently rolling land was covered with
hardwood: signs of good soil.
Markets could be accessed
through Fenelon Falls, Rosedale or Coboconk. Later the
railway made Burnt River a
rail centre.
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Baddow was served by 2
school sections: SS #9 in Baddow proper and SS #4 Rosedale. There were also 2
churches in the community: a
Baptist Church that was part
of the Fenelon Falls circuit
and a Methodist Church. Both
are closed, but still standing!
Baddow was a true back
township farming community:
no industry of grandiose projects. It was occupied by solid
yeoman farmers, who prize
honesty, integrity and virtue:
just like countless other communities in the area. One story
illustrates the virtues held dear
by these early settlers. Two
brothers left England to seek
their fortunes in Ontario. As a
parting gift each was given a
bible with these words written

on the fly leaf: “Be honest and
tell the truth”. One brother
Main Street Kinmount
eventually settled in Baddow.
After many years, the other
Kawartha Credit Union is a
brother arrived in Fenelon
full-service financial
Falls to visit the brother farminstitution with
ing at Baddow. Before head19 branches
ing out, he went to the local
in North and
implement dealer, Robson
East-Central Ontario
Brothers, and asked if they
from Trenton
knew the family in question.
to
On the reply they were regular
Parry Sound.
customers, he posed a question on their honesty. The
agent stated without hesitation
ATM available 24 hours
that any member of the family
705-488-9963
could buy anything in the
store on credit.; nor was it
necessary for them to sign a
note. Their word was golden.
The visitor continued his journey, satisfied the family
integrity was still intact. Clockwise
from Right:
Haying in
Baddow;
Swing Bridge
over Burnt
River on
Third Line
and Baddow
Baptist
Church
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Seasonal Celebrations
Christmas Day
I trust I need not dwell in detail on why this date is a holiday in the Christian world. It
was the traditional day of the
birth of Jesus. Over the years,
many traditions have become
attached to the celebration of
Christmas. Most, but not all,
have religious connotations.
Even countries that are not
majority Christian celebrate
this day. Historians have long
debated over the fact was
Jesus actually born on a December 25 and what exact
year did this event take place?
Most agree December 25 is a
likely day, but many are convinced it happened about 4
years earlier than it was
speculated (likely in 4 BC).
For centuries, Christmas &
Easter were the most prominent days of the Christian
calendar. Until the recent centuries, Easter was more the
important of the two holidays.
In fact, Epiphany (Jan 6) was
a more widely celebrated
holiday than Christmas Day!
But in the 1800s, Christmas
Day began to acquire more
importance in the cycle of
religious celebrations. Decorations such as trees, cards
and lights were added. Giftgiving & charity emerged and
made the whole Christmas
celebration a seasonal celebration rather than a one day
holiday. Boxing Day emerged
as a holiday the day after
Christmas Day. And the
whole Santa Claus-St Nicholas legend grew to make the
celebration more childfriendly. By the 1900s,
Christmas had become a
“season” with numerous symbols and events that made it a
sub-culture unto itself in the
Christian world.

Boxing Day
The day after Christmas is
called Boxing Day. It is a
“bank” or statutory holiday
only in Britain and most
Commonwealth countries:
the USA does not have a
holiday on December 26.
The day after Christmas was
known as St Stephen’s Day
in Medieval England. St
Stephan was one of the first
Christian martyrs (died 35
AD) and was the patron
saint of many things including horses. It was an old
AngloSaxon custom to give
gifts, usually boxes of food
or clothing, to the poor or
slaves as a sign of charity by
the well-off the day after
Christmas. Hence the term
Boxing Day. This public
holiday became popular
because it extended the
Christmas holiday celebration to a second day. In the
Twentieth Century, Boxing
Day became famous for its
“Boxing Day Sales”. Retailers offered huge sales hoping to attract buyers with
time on their hands.
New Year’s Day
Celebrating the start of a
new year dates way back to
ancient Rome. Janus was the
Roman god of gatekeepers
& doormen. In the ancient
Roman calendar, January
was the first month of the
new year. It was sometimes
celebrated in March: traditionally the start of the
spring “growing season” for
farmers. But eventually it
was set as January 1. The
old “Julian Calendar” (named after Julius
Ceasar), was found to be out
of sync with the actual

“solar” calendar. The year
was calculated to be 365.247
days long. To make up for
the fraction of a day, a leap
year (with an extra day in
February) was added every
4 years. This still meant the
calendar was not correct. In
1582, Pope Gregory decreed
the calendar be reset to
match the actual phases of
the solar year. This accurate
calendar was called the
“Gregorian Calendar” and
was adopted by Catholic
countries in Europe. But due
to religious & political differences, Protestant countries and Eastern Orthodox
countries did not accept the
revised calendar until later.
Britain adopted the Gregorian Calendar in 1752. By
that time, there was 11 days
difference between the 2
calendars. To fall in sync,
the British “missed” a few
days in 1752. That year, the
day after September 2 was
September 14 ! This brought
the British calendar into line
with the rest of Europe. The
Eastern Orthodox countries
never have adopted the Gregorian Calendar, sticking
with the old Julian Calendar.
By now these countries
(including Russia & Greece)
are 14 days ahead of the rest
of the world. Thus their New
Years Day is on our January
14!. Some people call this
“Ukranian New Year”.
New Years Day has often
been called a holiday looking for a reason to celebrate.
The night before, it is customary to throw a New
Years Eve party. Other sporadic traditions include
“polar bear plunges”, sports
(Rose Bowl in football) and

fireworks displays. Many
civic leaders hold New Year
Levees: basically an open
house where the community
gathers to wish each other
luck in the coming year. In
other countries, people go
on “noise-making sprees”,
literally to scare out evil
spirits that might spoil the
new year. Another tradition
is the New Year’s Resolution: an often hollow resolution to quit a bad habit for
the coming year.
The Christian Calendar
Today we take our Christian
Calendar for granted. We
live in the 2009th year since
the birth of Jesus. Still favouring the old Roman
style, we do measure the
year from January 1, not
December 25, but clearly the
starting point is Jesus birth
year. It was not always so.
Other (non-Christian) cultures have their own calendars: usually based on some
mythical or real event in
their history. Ancient Rome
measured their years starting
with the (mythical?) founding of Rome by Romulus &
Remus in 753 BC. Therefore to the ancient Romans,
Jesus was born in the year
753 on their calculation of
years. The Roman calendar
had 10 months totaling 304
days + 61 unnamed days of
winter! (I guess they hated
winter too!) Later, two
months were renamed after
Julius Ceasar (July) and
Augustus (August). Thus the
names of Quintilius (5th
month) became July and
Continued on page 4
Page 3
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and Sextilius became (6th
month) became August, but
the rest of the months were
left the same. Because the
Roman calendar started in
March, the numbering was a
little out of whack. Thus we
have December (10th in Latin)
being the 12th month of the
calendar. The winter session
was divided into 2 months:
January (after the god of
doorkeepers Janus) and February (after Februa: a Roman
purification ritual held Feb
15).

The Origins of English
naming used by the Gregorian calendar:
January: Janus (Roman god of
gates, doorways, beginnings
and endings)
February: Februus (Etruscan
god of death) Februarius
(mensis) (Latin for "month of
purification (rituals)" it is said
to be a Sabine word, the last
month of ancient pre-450 BC
Roman calendar).
March: Mars (Roman god of
war)
April: "Modern scholars associate the name with an ancient
root meaning 'other', i.e the
second month of a year beginning in March."[40]
May: Maia Maiestas (Roman
goddess)
June: Juno (Roman goddess,
wife of Jupiter)
July: Julius Caesar (Roman
dictator) (month was formerly
named Quintilis, the fifth
month of the calendar of
Romulus)
August: Augustus (first Roman emperor) (month was
formerly named Sextilis, the
sixth month of Romulus)
September: septem (Latin
for seven, the seventh month

cont. from page 3

of Romulus)
October: octo (Latin for
eight, the eighth month of
Romulus)
November: novem (Latin
for nine, the ninth month of
Romulus)
December: decem (Latin for
ten, the tenth month of Romulus)
The earliest Christians kept
the old Roman Calendar, but
just adjusted the calculation
of year 1. This Julian Calendar remained in force for centuries until “adjusted” to the
Gregorian Calendar in the
1500s. The widespread influence of Christian culture
caused by the spread of Western European empires from
the 1500s on, led to many non
-Christian countries adopting
the Christian Calendar. Japan
officially made the transition
in 1873, followed by China
and many others. Some countries still use their own calendars, but most of the world
now accepts the Christian
(European) Calendar.
A word about numbering. All
events prior to the birth of
Jesus are number backwards
starting with 1 BC (the year
of his birth). All events after
are numbered forwards from
1 AD. The Latin term was
“Ante Christum”, but it was
anglicized to “Before Christ”.
AD retained its Latin form of
Anno Domini or “In the Year
of Our Lord”.
In the late 1900s, the terms
were slightly changed. BC
became BCE or “Before the
Christian Era and AD became
CE or “Christian Era”. Confusion still reigns over these
changes!

Winter scene in Kinmount,
circa 1900. Note the lack of
snowbanks and motor cars

The First Snowplows
Snowplowing roads in the
winter is a “necessity” today. A snowflake barely
lands on the main road ere
it is met by a snowplow (or
so it seems!). In Kinmount
pre-motor car era, snowplows were rarely needed.
The train connected Kinmount to the outside world
and they used their own
snowplow gear. Local
travel was by horse and
sleigh, or more commonly,
snowshoes: skis were rare.
Some attempts were made
to keep the local roads
open using horse-drawn
plows. However, in the
dead of winter, massive
snowdrifts often blocked
all the roads, basically halting travel, especially for
those outside of town. It
was a major struggle for
the snowbound farmers to
move about. A century ago,
the terrain was devoid of
large trees (cut to feed the
lumber mills) and the wind
contoured some massive
drifts!

“Kozie Toes”
Total Foot Care
Sabine Henderson
H.C.A. Certified
Call 705-488-2205
For appointment

Kinmount Artisans
Marketplace
Celebrating 10 years in 2009
Local Fine Art and Handcrafts
Lower Level
Kinmount Community Centre,
On City Rd. 45 W. at 121
Kinmount, Ontario, Canada
www.kinmountartisans.ca
Phone (705) 488-1414
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Have You Ever Wondered…What Bees Do In The Winter?
By Marion Willemsen

and those remaining are referred to as winter bees. They
Fall is a busy time for honey- hatch in early fall and are the
bees and beekeepers as there
only bees to live for several
is much to do to prepare the
months. Most worker bees
bees for winter. Honey sulive a maximum of 42 days,
pers (he bee boxes full of
while winter bees live into
honey for the beekeeper) must spring. All the drones, or
be removed and colony health male bees, have been forced
must be assessed. Suppleout of the hive to die. If you
mentary feeding and pest
are in the beeyard at the right
treatments, if required, are
moment, you can see the
applied. It takes a strong and
drones buzzing at the front of
healthy colony to survive our the hive, desperately trying to
winters, and they must have
get back in. But they are not
plenty of honey stored away
needed in the winter and
for their own food. A double would only use up valuable
brood chamber or two-storey food stores if kept.
colony should weigh around
140lbs.
Once the outside temperature
hits around 10°C the bees
Most beekeepers feed honey
stop flying. Inside their hives
back to the bees or sugar
they move into what are
syrup in the fall, once the
called “winter clusters”,
nectar flow has stopped. For
which is like a big bee hudus, that is around middle. And as the temperature
September. This is just to
drops, the cluster becomes
give the colonies that extra bit tighter and tighter around the
of carbohydrate, should they
queen. She is in the Centre of
need it. Once in a while, it
this cluster and she likes to be
isn’t needed and the bees will kept at about 28°C , aljust leave the sugar syrup
though the outside edge
untouched. Beekeepers like to of the cluster is somesee that!
where between 5 - 10°C.
The workers maintain
Once the feeding is finished,
the cluster temperature
the colonies are prepared for
by shivering and moving
the winter. In most cases this back and forth from the
involves wrapping the coloinside to the outside of
nies in a protective layer, such the cluster. This way no
as tar paper or cardboard, but bee will freeze.
sometimes beekeepers move
the colonies to a more proOn warm spells during
tected winter location. And
the winter, you may see
occasionally the colonies are
the occasional bee on a
even brought inside an old
cleansing flight, the obbuilding or barn.
ject of which is to eliminate waste. And you
Bees work the whole summer often see a dead bee on
to prepare themselves for
the snow; one who flew
winter. The number of field
too far from the hive and
bees (workers) has decreased, became chilled or just

The
Kinmount Committee For

left the hive knowing she
would never return. Sometimes these bees are not dead
at all, and when warmed up
on your hand they regain the
strength to return home.

Planning and Economic
Development
Is a Proud Sponsor of
the
Kinmount Gazette

As the weather warms in late
February/early March the
queen begins to lay eggs.
This can be a particularly
difficult time for the bees
because once the queen starts
laying, the cluster is broken
apart as the bees try to keep
the eggs, the ensuing brood
and themselves warm. If the
weather suddenly becomes
very cold again (as it has the
last two years with -30°C in
March) colonies occasionally
freeze to death because they
were struggling to keep the
brood warm. This winter loss
accounts for much of the loss
of colonies in Ontario. In
fact, beekeepers are told to
reckon with a 30% winter loss
Continued on page 6

Royal Canadian Legion
John McGrath
Branch 441
Kinmount, Ontario
705-488-3462

We will remember them.

Explore our Heritage …
Experience our Charm!
Come to
Winter Fest 2010
February 13th
Sponsored by the
Kinmount and Area
Business Association

Thank You To Our Volume 2
Patrons



Diane Haggert
In memory of Dick
Hilyer

Would You Like to be a
Patron?
If you would like to support the Gazette Volume 2 as a patron, please
send your donation to Kinmount Gazette, Advertising & Finance, c/o
Yvette Brauer, P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0
(hgbrauer@sympatico.ca).
Cheques should be made payable to
K.C.P.E.D.
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Bees, cont. from page 5

The Annual Santa Claus Parade

every year now, and that’s 20%
more than when I started beekeeping 4 years ago. There’s no
question that the climate is
changing!

Clockwise from left: The
Victoria Pony Club; The
Galway Firefighters and Royal
Canadian Legion; Castle
Building Centre; Ralph and
Gerard Pearson have the
honour of hosting Santa
Claus; Russell Hill

However, once a colony makes
it past that critical point in
spring life does get much easier.
Many beekeepers feed their bees
again in spring, providing not
just carbohydrates but also a
pollen supplement, which is the
protein bees need to rear their
brood. It is with joyful relief
that a beekeeper enters his
beeyard to hear most of the
hives humming with sunwarmed bees. And as soon as
the earliest blooms are visible,
the bees are on them and the
honey-making season begins
anew.
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Spot the Shot Revisited

Dianne Spring
Broker of Record/Owner

A portion of the mural
at Austin Sawmill in
the new Viewing Gallery on the South
wall.

dspring@sympatico.ca
www.diannespring.com

Kinmount Pharmacy
We are committed to your health
Vic Spring

February 7th
Kinmount Community Centre
1 PM—3 PM
All proceeds to Kinmount Gazette
Dave Lougheed, Instructor
Pre-registration not required but is desired
705-488-3177
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Rev. Desmond Howard, of Kinmount United Church
and Father Tony Bariol of St. Patrick’s Catholic
Church bless the tree at the Annual Tree Lighting
Ceremony

Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family
Have your prescriptions filled with us!
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre
We provide Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations
Free Medication Review & Delivery
Hours are:

T. 705-488-1960

Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm
Thurs. 9 am to 8 pm
Fri. 9 am to 5 pm

F. 705-488-1959
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Cultural Corner: The 2010 Winter Olympics
The Olympic Games are the international
championships of Sport. They are held
every 4 years and are divided into winter
games and summer games. In 2010, Canada
will host the Winter Olympics. The honour
of hosting an Olympics is granted 8 years
in advance by the International Olympic
Committee comprised of representatives
from each country in the world. Host countries win the games by applying and winning this vote. Canada was awarded the
2010 Olympics, to be held in Vancouver &
surrounding area. Canada has hosted 2
other Olympics before: Montreal (summer)
in 1976 and Calgary (winter) in 1988.
The Olympic Games go way back to ancient Greece. In war-ravaged Greece, a
truce was declared every 4 years so athletes
to could travel to the religious centre at
Olympia to compete in friendly sports contests. The Greeks held games from 776 BC
to 293 AD when they were discontinued.
However, the legend of the Olympics lived
on in European culture. In 1896, the modern Olympics were resurrected by the
Baron deCoubertin. Athens, Greece hosted
250 athletes in this first modern Olympics,
including Canadians. The event has been
staged every 4 years since then, excluding
1916, 1940 & 1944 when the world wars
led to cancellations. Winter Olympics were
added in 1924 and paralympic games (for
the disabled) in 1960.
One of the symbols of the Olympic games
is the ceremonial torch. The torch is lit at
Olympus Greece and carried to the host city
where it remains lit throughout the games.

The first torch relay took
place at the 1936 (Berlin)
games. In 2004, the torch
relay took the Olympic
flame to every continent in
the world. For the 1988
(Calgary) Olympics, the
torch was carried across
Canada in stages by designated carriers. The purpose
was to allow Canadians
across the country to share
in the Olympic spirit. It was
a huge success as countless
Canadians turned out to
cheer the torch and the
Olympic spirit.
It was decided to repeat the torch relay
for the 2010 games. The torch was lit in
Greece on October 30 and taken (by
airplane) to Canada. Beginning in British Columbia, the torch relay has
crossed Canada since
that day. On February
12, the flame will arrive
at the Olympic Stadium
in Vancouver. On December 16, the torch
relay passed through
Lindsay. Thousands
turned out to cheer the
relay and show their support. The people chosen
to carry the torch were
instant celebrities, at
least for a few hours!

Stay Tuned!
The 2nd Annual Spaghetti
Dinner and Loonie
Auction is Coming this
March

Top: Torch Bearers pass the flame on
Queen Street; Jack Prins brings the flame
to the main stage in Lindsay

YOUR HOME
COMFORT

Trish Gautreau
First Aid Instructor/Examiner
Located in Irondale, On
Will travel to your workplace
705-447-3111
trishgautreau@sympatico.ca
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John McGrath Branch 441 Royal Canadian Legion Kinmount by Cathy King
If you are looking for something to do
New Year’s Eve come out to our annual
New Year’s Eve Dance with D.J. Tom
Williamson. Tickets are only $15.00 a
person which includes prizes, favours
and a hot and cold buffet. Advance tickets available at Legion 488-3462.

Culinary Cupboard
Irene McNamara's
Christmas Fruit Cookies
(submitted by Joyce Brown)
1cup Crisco
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup white sugar
1 egg
1 cup all purpose flour
1/2 tsp. baking soda
1/2 tsp. salt
1 cup coconut
1 cup mixed candied fruit
1 tsp. vanilla
2 cups rolled oats.
Mix together in order given and
bake @ 325 degree temp. for 1012 minutes.

Condolences go out to the family of
Vera MacMillan a long time Ladies
Auxiliary and Branch member who
passed away. Vera was a quiet but
strong lady who volunteered at countless Legion functions throughout the
years. Condolences also go out to the
family of Mildred St. Thomas who recently passed away. Mildred was a long
time seniors club member and supporter
of many Legion functions.

Delicious!!!!!!
At the time of writing I am getting
ready for my Olympic Torch run on
December 15th, weather permitting my
own family as well as Legion friends
will be joining me that day. It goes
without saying I am especially proud to
be running at CFB Trenton and wish to
thank everyone for their kind words and
support.
While we enjoy the company of our family
and friends during the holiday seasons, our
thoughts are also with our troops and their
families. At a remembrance church service in
Gooderham, Leading Seaman Paul M. Trimble was guest speaker and provided us with a
slide show and his candid narration of his tour
of duty in Afghanistan. At the presentation I
received an answer to a question that had been
on my mind for some time, whether the messages and show of support from Canadians are
helpful to the troops. The answer was a
“definite YES”. If you would like to write the

Call Dave Lougheed

Cooking Q and A
I have been sitting here pondering…just what is Figgy Pudding?
Julie

Here is Cathy King carrying the Olympic
Torch in front of CFB Trenton on RCAF
Road.
troops, the information for either sending an
email message or mailing a letter is available
on: www.forces.gc.ca
You don’t have to know someone in the
forces to write, you can send a general message and it will be posted and read.
On behalf of the Royal Canadian
Legion Kinmount, Wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and a Safe
and Happy
New Year!

If you've ever glanced at the lyrics
to the popular carol, "We Wish
You a Merry Christmas," you may
have noticed that carollers are
insistent about getting figgy pudding: "We won't go until we get
some / We won't go until we get
some / Now bring it right here."
So, what exactly are these jolly
folks threatening to loiter on your
doorstep over?
Figgy pudding is a British dessert,
also famous for being served by
Mary Cratchit in Charles Dickens'
"A Christmas Carol." It is often
compared to a cross between carrot cake and custard and contains
eggs, cream, sugar, spices and
chopped figs, among other ingredients. Recipes vary, but the dessert has a unique texture and taste,
one which was apparently worth
waiting around for in the Victorian age.
Left: Figgy Pudding done up for
Christmas
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Kinmount Kids’ Corner

Gateway Variety and Video

Kinmount Quiz Winners
Grand Prize Winner of the Kinmount Quiz Contest was Cameryn
Shaw.
Cameryn received a Webkins prize from Gateway Variety.
Second & Third prizes went to Brittany Day & Madylin Rensink.
All winners received a Crayola prize & Kinmount pin from Kinmount Anniversary Committee.

Santa Claus: An Affectionate History
One of the most endearing symbols of Christmas, particularly to
children, is Santa Claus. Christmas being a religious holiday, the
legend of Santa Claus has religious roots of course. The original St
Nicholas was a Christian bishop in that part of the Roman Empire
that is now Turkey. St Nicholas was noted for his charity: especially towards small children. Various parts of Europe celebrated
St Nick as he was called, in various ways. In Britain he was Father
Christmas while the French called him Pere Noel. In Britain, Father Christmas was a jovial rotund figure who spread good cheer at
Christmas: best explained as the Ghost of Christmas Present in the
classic “A Christmas Carol”. But the North American Santa Claus
developed in New York from Dutch settlers. In the Netherlands,
“Sinterklauss” gave gifts to people at Christmas, especially candy
to children. In North America, the Dutch & British traditions were
combined in Santa Claus and the big jovial man who brought gifts
to children at Christmas.

Hot Coffee & Muffins
Daily Specials
Trail Passes
Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Outdoor Equipment
Much Much More Than A
Convenience Store!
705 488 1101
7 am - 9 pm
Sunday 8 am - 9 pm

The Santa Claus legend began to further evolve in the 1800s. In
1823 the famous poem: The Night Before Christmas gave Santa
details and stoked the legend about his residence at the North Pole,
elves, reindeer and delivering toys. The legend was further cemented in 1863 with Thomas Nast’s famous drawing of Santa in a
magazine. Santa was pictured as a jolly, large Father Christmasstyle person. The legend continued to grow picking up such legends as a “Mrs Claus”, naughty-nice list, Rudolph the red-nosed
reindeer and even went commercial with the famous Cocoa-Cola
ads! Letters to Santa by children and “visits” to Santa’s knee were
added. Santa Claus parades were held and the whole commercial
part of Christmas adopted Santa with gusto! Today, what Christmas would be complete without a Santa Claus somewhere?
Kinmount Cooperative Playschool meets every Monday and Wednesday morning, 10 AM until Noon in the Community Centre. The Ontario Early Years Mobile Outreach visits every first and third Monday of the month.
At right, some of the members of the Playschool participate in snack and play
time.
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby
As Christmas festivities dwindle, New Years preparations
begin. What are your New
Year traditions? I must confess, at the stroke of midnight
each New Year I faithfully
practice one of the family
traditions from my British
upbringing by opening the
front door to let out the old
year and bring in the new,
while yelling out HAPPY
NEW YEAR! Here are a few
bizarre and peculiar New
Year rituals from around the
world for you to ponder.

nated in the twentieth century
when freak weather conditions resulted in an unseasonable bumper harvest of
grapes. Not able to decide
what to do about so many
grapes at Christmas time, the
King of Spain and the grape
growers came up with the
idea of the New Year ritual.
Eating Noodles
Late on the evening of December 31, people of Japan
would eat a bowl of buckwheat noodles called
"toshikoshisoba" ("yearcrossing noodles") and listen
for the sound of the Buddhist
temple bells, which were rung
108 times at midnight. The
sound of these bells is said to
purify the listeners of the 108
troubles that plague every
human being. The day after
New Year’s is First Writing
Day, when people write their
hopes and dreams for the new
year.
White Clothes
In Brazil most people wear
white clothes on New Year's
Eve to bring good luck and

Baby New Year Tradition
Tradition of using a baby to
signify the New Year was
started by ancient Greeks
around 600 B.C. They would
carry a baby around in a basket to honor Dionysus, the
God of Fertility and symbolize his annual rebirth.
Burning "Mr. Old Year"
In Colombia, Cuba and Puerto
Rico families stuff a life-size
male doll with things that
have bad memories or sadness
associated with them, and
then they dress it up in old
clothes from each family
member. At the stroke of midnight, this 'Mr. Old Year' is
set on fire.
BCH Tax Preparation
Eating 12 Grapes
3235 County Road 121
In Spain people eat
R.R. #2 Burnt River ON
12 grapes as the clock
K0M 1C0
strikes midnight (one
Barry Heaton
each time the clock
Phone 705-488-2228
Mobile 705-340-3942
chimes) on New
Fax 705-488-3160
Year's Eve. This pebchtaxpreparation@bellhnet.ca
culiar ritual origi-

peace for the year that will
follow.
Gifts in Shoes
In Greece children leave their
shoes by the fireside on New
Year's Day (also the Festival
of Saint Basil in Greece) with
the hope that Saint Basil, who
was famous for his kindness,
will come and fill their shoes
with gifts.
Carry a Suitcase
In Venezuela, Argentina, Bolivia, and Mexico, those with
hopes of traveling in the New
Year carry a suitcase around
the house at midnight. Some
even carry it around the block
to ensure traveling at greater
distances.
Burn Crackers
The people in China believe
evil spirits roam the earth so
on New Year they burn crackers to scare the evil spirits.
The doors and windows of
every home in China can be
seen sealed with paper. This
is to keep the evil demons out.
Tangerines are often given for
good luck, but odd numbers

are unlucky, so the tangerines
are given in pairs.
Bread Pounding
A tradition peculiar to Ireland
is pounding on the doors and
windows of the house with
bread. This practice was to
chase out evil spirits and ensure bread for the upcoming
year.
Whether staying home or
spending time out with family
& friends, I sincerely wish
you a safe and Happy New
Year! Please contact me at
488-2919 or
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca to
leak news through the Hot
Stove Leak and remember to
visit kinmount.ca. See you
around town!
THANK YOU
MALCOM DUDMAN
The Kinmount Anniversary
Committee wishes to extend
special thanks to Malcolm
Dudman who went the extra
mile donating his time & hard
work to plant the Community
Christmas Tree. This truly
wonderful contribution to the
community is sincerely appreciated.

Accounting
Bookkeeping
Government Remittances
Payroll
Personal Tax Returns
P.O.S. System Set-up
Small Business Set-up
All at REASONABLE RATES
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SANTA DOES GOOD
DEED
The Hot Stove Leak received
information that Santa recently did a good deed for one
of our local Kinmount residents. After running out of
gas south of town, our local
resident was rescued by Santa
who was on his way to a parade. Santa not only gave him
a ride to get gas but also a
fistful of candy canes!
150th CLOSING CEREMONY & TIME CAPSULE
DEDICATION
If you can squeeze it into your
busy holiday schedule plan to
attend the final 150th Anniversary Ceremony on Sunday,
Dec. 27, at 1:00 p.m. at Kinmount Community Centre.
Enjoy festive fellowship with
a complimentary lunch, a
slide show, entertainment,
free draws, and the sealing of
the Kinmount 150th Anniversary Time Capsule. Remember to sign the Anniversary
Book which of course, is one
of the items to be included in
the Time Capsule.
ARE YOU A STAR?
Make sure to watch
“Kinmount – A Community
Celebrates,” now available for
viewing at kinmount.ca. Produced by George Farrell and
Highlands Media Arts, this
short promotional film starring Kinmount residents
showcases a year in the life of
Kinmount. Buy your own
copy for only $15. DVD’s
are available at Kinmount
Artisans Marketplace & Gateway Variety. You may be a
star!
KINMOUNT ARENA
Public skating & ice rental
will hopefully be in full swing

continued from page 11

by the time of this printing.
Contact Greg at 488-3293 for
more information. For Kinmount Knights Minor Hockey
call Dave or Pam at 4882237.

up in, a down-home lunch &
delicious munchies. Cost
for the afternoon frolic is
minimal. This year’s proceeds will be donated to the
Windows to the Past Campaign.

NEW PROGRAMS
AT KINMOUNT PUBLIC
LIBRARY
Kinmount Public Library will
incorporate Family Literacy
Day Activities into two new
programs that begin in January. A new Junior Book Club
begins Wednesday Jan. 6,
from 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
School aged kids are encouraged to come out for some
exciting activities. Beginning
Thursday, Jan. 7 at 11:00 a.m.
a “6 Basic Skills for Reading
Preschool Program” focuses
on a new skill each month
until June. Hours at the library are Tuesday & Wednesday 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.,
Thursday 10:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m. and Saturday 9:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.

FAMILY
LITERACY DAY
JANUARY 27
What is Family Literacy
Day? Family Literacy Day
was developed to encourage
families to read and learn
together. Literacy is more
than just books. There are
several ways to keep your
literacy skills sharp - all it
takes is practicing for 15
minutes every day. Reading,
writing, playing a game,
following a recipe, or even
singing a song all help prepare children for challenges
ahead and sharpen skills for
adults. Celebrate the day in
your own creative way or
attend one of 2 new programs at Kinmount Public
Library.

RELAXING YOGA
From January to the beginning of April enjoy Relaxing
Yoga with Gail Holness at
Kinmount Community Centre. For information, registrtion & gift certificates contact Gail at 455-9294 or gailholness@sympatico.ca.

KINMOUNT
WINTERFEST
Don’t miss Kinmount Winterfest coming up February
13. Enjoy indoor & outdoor
activities such as sleigh
rides, a bonfire, tobogan-

COMMUNITY
SLEIGH RIDES
Here’s a great way to have
some winter family fun while
supporting our community at
the same time. Come make a
memory at the Pearson Family’s Annual Community
Sleigh Ride, Sat. Jan 16, beginning at noon on Galway
Road. The afternoon delight
offers Sleigh Rides, a toasty
bonfire, a huge cabin to warm

ning, skating, contests,
races, games and more.
Watch for details in the next
Gazette.
SELF DEFENCE
COURSE FOR ADULTS
Sensei Dave Lougheed offers a one day self defence
course for adults on Sunday,
February 7 from 1:00 - 3:00
p.m. at Kinmount Community Centre. Cost $15. Dave
is generously donating profits from this course to the
publishing fund for the Kinmount Gazette. Preregistration is desired. Contact Dave at 488-3177.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Dec.27 Kinmount 150th Anniversary Closing Ceremony
& Time Capsule Dedication,
Complimentary Lunch 1:00
p.m., Dedication 2:00 p.m.
at Kinmount Community
Centre.
Dec. 31 New Year’s Eve
Dance, 9:00 p.m. at the Legion.
Jan. 16 Pearson Family
Sleigh Rides, 12:00 p.m.,
Galway Road.

HOME & COTTAGE
INTERIOR & EXTERIOR
ONE CALL COVERS ALL
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Hot Stove Leak, continued from p. 12
Jan. 16 Friends of the Library
Book Sale, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00
p.m., lower level Kinmount Public Library.

Kinmount

Jan. 20 Big Buck Bid Euchre,
11:00 a.m. at Kinmount Legion.
Cost $10 includes lunch.

For all your grocery
needs

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Owners
Tom and Sue Lang

Seniors Cards: Enjoy potluck
lunch, 12:30 p.m. Mondays followed by bid euchre at 1:00 p.m.
at the Royal Canadian Legion.
Sparks, Brownies, Guides &
Pathfinders: Mondays, 6:30
p.m. at Kinmount Community
Centre. Call 488-2919 for info.
Kinmount Playschool: Cooperative Playgroup meets Monday & Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. noon at Kinmount Community
Centre. Ontario Early Years
Mobile Outreach visits the 1st &
3rd Mondays of each month.
Call 488-3044 for more information.
Kinmount Walking Group:
Meet downtown Monday,
Wednesday & Fridays, 9:00 a.m.
Lunch at the Legion: Tuesdays, 11:30 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. Hot
Meals $6.00, Soup & Sandwich
$5.00, includes tea & coffee. Eat
in/take out.
Fitness & Yoga: Tuesday &
Thursday mornings at Kinmount
Community Centre. Fitness 9:00
a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Yoga 10:15
a.m. - 11:15 a.m. Call Janet
Dalzell 488-2630.
Evening Yoga: Wednesday
nights at Kinmount Community
Centre. Call Gail Holness at 705
-455-9294.

Myth Busters: Iced Cappuccino?

Open 7 Days a Week!
Main Street
705-488-2211

Gift Idea!
Buy a Collector’s Set of
Volume 1 of the Gazette
$20.00 per set
Available at the Artisans
Market, Kinmount
Gateway Variety
or call 488-3182

Preschool Storytime: Thursdays, 10:30 a.m. at Kinmount
Public Library.
Open Mediation: Thursdays,
7:30 p.m. at the Dharma Centre,
1886 Galway Road.
Visit dharmacentre.org or call
488-2704 for more information.
Friday Night Bingo: 6:45 p.m.
at the Royal Canadian Legion.

This parade of coffee-toting penguins was spotted by scientists studying global warming at the South Pole. A recently
proposed theory is that it is in fact the heat generated by the
coffees that is melting the polar ice caps. Some worry that
the addiction will be difficult for the penguins to shake creating concerns that the warming trend will continue into the
near future. Scientists are currently developing a caffeine
patch which will be applied to the penguins in an effort to
halt Global Warming.
Any further information (or bizarre photos) are welcomed by the
Gazette staff.
Thank you to Dave Ingram for submitting this month’s photo.

B O B ’ S AP P L I AN C E S E RV I C E
Repairs to all Major Brand Names
Refrigerators—Ranges—Dishwashers
Microwaves—Dryers—Freezers
Air Conditioners

Bob Brown, Service Technician
New and Used Sales & Part Sales
7 Days a Week
RR#1, Kinmount, ON

705-488-2274

THANK YOU
The Board of Directors of the Kinmount
Agricultural Society wish to thank the
countless number of volunteers whose
efforts helped make the Kinmount Fair a
record breaking success in 2009.
See you in 2010!
Page 13

Kinmount Gazette
In the Lions Den by Janice Davidson
On January 22nd, 2010 the Kinmount
Lions Club celebrates our 20th anniversary of being a chartered member
of Lions Club International. We are
one of more than 44,000 clubs in 192
countries. Lions around the world
donate millions of dollars and hands
of service to local community
causes. The Kinmount Lions are
proud to be actively doing our part in
both these areas.
In December Kinmount Lions provided new children’s snow suits, PJ
bottoms, hoodies for teens and a cash
donation to Minden Food Bank.
Cash donations were also given to
Coboconk Food Bank and the
Gooderham Christmas Party so families may share breakfast and receive
toys.
Some other donations made this year
were: Sleeping Children for Bed
Kits, Kinmount Model Railroad,
Journey for Health Walk, Firefighters, Kinmount Sparks, Brownies,
Girl Guides & Pathfinders and ALS.
The Lions also funded the mural on
Kinmount Post Office, Music in the
Park, and two Remembrance Day

wreaths, one for Kinmount, the other
for Gooderham.
Some of our service hours have been
collecting money for the food bank,
tag day, barbecuing for Kinmount
Fair Board Appreciation Day, and
installing and maintaining the natural
ice in Kinmount Arena. A highlight
of December was dropping off donations from our Angel Trees
and helping to assemble
Christmas Hampers.
Another service I would like to
mention is the collection of
used eyeglasses. A box is
located in Kinmount Medical
Center for this purpose. Periodically we collect these
glasses to give to the needy
and less fortunate.
If anyone would like to be part
of these
activities
please
contact a
den member.

The Victoria Pony Club
Meets Every Second
Tuesday
New Members Welcome!
Contact Guy Scott at
488-3182
eSpring
Water Purifier
improves taste, odour & clarity
- enough for family of six to cook with and
drink for a full year on one cartridge.
portable model available,
one system home & cottage use
Call Fred or Carol Simmons for a free
no obligation demo 705-286-3588

WE NEED A THIRD DOCTOR

New Installations or Renovations

CALL 705 488-2667

Mansfield Plumbing
Commercial, Residential, Cottages
Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber
Complete systems from in-coming water to
out-going waste!
705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340
16 Highland Gate Blvd.
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0

Kinmount Health Centre Team
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Kinmount...Explore Our Heritage, Experience Our Charm!
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COMMITTEE

Spot the Shot

Guy Scott, Editor
R.R. #1
Kinmount, Ontario
K0M 2A0

Each week we will feature a
photo from the Kinmount
Area. We challenge you to
identify the spot.
Submissions of photos welcome. Please submit to the
editor via email with a detailed description of the spot
you have captured.

Phone: 705-488-3182
E-mail: gdsscott@mail.com

We’re on the Web
www.kinmount.ca
Gazette Committee:

Last week’s Spot the Shot:
Austin Sawmill Mural

Lynne Kilby, Staff Writer
Jane Austin, Publisher
Yvette Brauer, Advertising/Finance

From the Editor’s Desk
This is the last edition of the
Gazette for our sesquicentennial year. The past year
has been a whirlwind of
activities, celebrations
and ...just general busyness!
Reflecting on the year, I feel
the community of Kinmount
is a much richer place for all
the activities of the past
year. One “outsider” may
have summed it by stating:
“Boy, you guys in Kinmount sure have a lot going
on!” Good point!
What does the New Year
bring? I hope we can build
on the momentum. The
“carry on” principal is
maybe the biggest factor in
continuing the Gazette. And
we still have one event left:
the gathering of our time
capsule. On Sunday December 27, the 150th Committee
will gather at the Community Centre (2:00 pm) to
display the multitude of
items for our time capsule.
The capsule will be sealed
until 2059. Who knows

what the world will be like
then? But I do know it will
be another generation leading
the community, so bring your
kids or grandchildren to this
last ceremony.
I want to thank everyone
who gave of their time &
efforts to make this past year
a special one for the Kinmount Community. I can
safely say your rewards were
not monetary, but spiritual.
You made a difference in
your community.
A few points about this edition, the diary on the front
page is taken from the diaries
of Alexander Morrison. He
settled in Kinmount about
1878 and his farm was at the
northeast corner of the
Monck Road (503/45) & the
Crego Lake Road. He was a
meticulous record keeper,
and through fate, his diaries
are available today. I will be
referring to these records of
Kinmount life in the future
Gazettes. Alexander’s portrait hangs in the Community

Hall: he’s the one in military
uniform.
There is a lesson from these
diaries: we take history too
lightly. Alexander recorded
the mundane details of his
life, but he also left us with a
glimpse of Kinmount in a
past age. Maybe we should
do the same & record our
times for future generations.
They will appreciate the history, which leads to the time
capsule celebration when
history will again be recorded.

Letter to the Editor
I have so enjoyed the Kinmount Gazette
and always intended to send a donation in
memory of Dick Hilyer. So many of your
articles I have heard him speak about.
Good luck with Volume 2.
Isa Hilyer

The Kinmount and Area Lions Club
donated $750.00 to the Minden Food
Bank to support them during this holiday season. This donation is in addition to the Angel Trees, food collections and other donations from the
club.

One last time: Merry
Christmas, Happy New
Year and all the best for
2010 from the staff at the
Gazette. And keep watching for the Gazette next
year! GS
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Canadian & Chinese Food
Breakfast 8 am to 11 am - Lunch 11 am to 2 pm
(705) 488 2596
(705) 488 2683
10% off Pick Up order Over $30.00
(Cash Only)

CREW
CONSTRUCTION
ENGINEERING
LTD.
TOPSOIL
GRAVEL - ALL TYPES
HOME OR COTTAGE
CONSTRUCTION

ROB 447-2022

IMPACT STUDIES
FOR SEVERENCES
SEPTIC SYSTEMS
DESIGNED & INSTALLED

ED 953-9753

Don’t forget to tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in
THE GAZETTE

705-488-3030

