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afternoon. We went up to Gra-

hams in the evening & had 

some singsongs. 

 

Monday December 29
th

. I 

walked up to Oswaldôs and 

from there to William Mor-

ganôs & worked for him saw-

ing ties. 

 

Thursday January 1st: I 

sawed cordwood with Bob 

Oswald this afternoon: and 

Bob & I went down to Kin-

mount this afternoon to shoot 

for turkeys. Bill Dunbar got up 

a turkey shooting match. Both 

Bob and I fired off and got 

nothing. 

 

Saturday January 3rd. 

Walked down to Kinmount 

tonight. The new school 

teacher, Miss Dix arrived to-

night. 

 

Sunday January 4th. We went 

to Church in the morning, 

Sunday School in the after-

noon. After School, we walked 

up the railway track as far as 

Mills Sawmill to see the re-

mains of it as it had burnt 

down yesterday afternoon. We 

went to hear Mr Soward in the 

evening. 

 

Sunday January 10th. A very 

solemn service was held in the 

Church today. The body of 

Mrs Mintz (Mr Ogglestoneôs 

oldest daughter) was taken 

into the Church and a very 

solemn funeral service was 

preached by Mr, Bynam. After 

Murray & Billy & I cut logs & 

brushed the road in as far as 

Round (Crego) Lake; but then 

went no farther as the ice was 

bad. 

 

Thursday December 25th, 

Christmas Day. Everything 

quiet around Kinmount. But 

there was a wild time last 

night: two dances, one at 

Scottôs and another at Bowieôs 

(Hotels); and there was a great 

number drunk and, as usual, a 

number of fights. Bill got Gra-

hamôs horse and sleigh and we 

went up to my farm and 

brought down a load of wood 

and a few oat sheaves. We 

went up to Grahamôs and a 

good evening was enjoyed by 

us all. 

 

Friday December 26th: I 

bought a lance-tooth crosscut 

saw handle and file from Gra-

hamôs and one handle from 

Hopkins. Bill Hughes and I 

walked up to my place and 

sawed some wood two feet for 

Billôs shops. I sold 65 pounds 

of potatoes to Hopkins. I car-

ried them down on my back. 

 

Saturday December 27th. 

Billy Hughes & I cut wood all 

day. Johnny Gardiner took 

down a load of pine to Billôs 

shop. Dick Mansfield took 

down a load of Hardwood. 

 

Sunday December 28th. It 

was thawing some today. At 

least it was raining. We went 

up to Sunday School in the 

Friday December 19th. A 

very cold day; 27 below zero. 

Plastered all day. 

 

Saturday December 20
th

. 

Stayed down at Kinmount. 

Have got a severe cold and 

had a regular fever. I made a 

door for Billôs back room of 

his shop and battoned up a 

door. We set up a stove in his 

paint shop. Felt very unwell 

tonight: very feverish. 

 

Sunday December 21st. We 

had Mr. Coon preach this 

forenoon. Maggie Graham 

conducted the Sunday School 

as Mr Graham was sick. I did 

not go to the Church this 

evening. I went up as far as 

my place with Bill who was 

going over to the Argue Set-

tlement post. I was pretty 

well in my house with the 

water frozen in the top of the 

pail in the cellar. I was in a 

fever tonight again. 

 

Monday December 22nd: 

Went up to plaster at my 

stable. It took all forenoon to 

get the house warmed, and 

some of the clay thawed out. 

It was frozen as hard as rock 

in the house. 

 

Tuesday December 23rd. I 

finished the plastering of my 

stable. 

 

Wednesday December 24th. 

It was very stormy: it snowed 

and blowed all day. Went 

over to the Murrayôs and Mr 

the service, the funeral proces-

sion went to the graveyard 

where the mortal remains of 

Mrs Mintz were laid to rest. 

 

Friday January 22nd. I took 3 

bags of potatoes to Hopkins & 

1 bag to Wellstoods. I bought 

of Hopkins 1 lamp 40c, 1 bag 

of biscuits 30c, pepper 5c, 

washbasin 35c, 1 comb 10c, 

rice 15c, sugar 21c,  raisins 

12c, soap 10c. 

 



Neighbours and Friends: Baddow 

Baddow was served by 2 

school sections: SS #9 in Bad-

dow proper and SS #4 Rose-

dale. There were also 2 

churches in the community: a 

Baptist Church that was part 

of the Fenelon Falls circuit 

and a Methodist Church. Both 

are closed, but still standing! 

 

Baddow was a true back 

township farming community: 

no industry of grandiose pro-

jects. It was occupied by solid 

yeoman farmers, who prize 

honesty, integrity and virtue: 

just like countless other com-

munities in the area. One story 

illustrates the virtues held dear 

by these early settlers. Two 

brothers left England to seek 

their fortunes in Ontario. As a 

parting gift each was given a 

bible with these words written 

Tucked into the southwest 

corner of Somerville Town-

ship lies the small farming 

community of Baddow. There 

was never a ñmain streetò or 

downtown core: but the com-

munity  was centered along 

the 3rd Line (concession) 

Road of Somerville. The 

name Baddow was taken from 

a village in Essex, England, 

home to an early settler. 

 

The Baddow area consisted of 

the 1,2,3,4,5 Concessions of 

Somerville lying west of the 

Burnt River and east of Bal-

sam Lake. When Somerville 

Township was opened up for 

actual settlement in the early 

1850s, a group of settlers be-

gan to patent land in this area. 

The land here was good farm-

land (for the area!) and was 

soon filled with prosperous 

farms. Among the first settlers 

were the 4 Eades Brothers  

who were raised in Scarbor-

ough Township. As they grew 

to adulthood, there was no 

available land left in Scarbor-

ough, so they migrated north 

to the back townships, just 

opening for settlement. The 

original name for the commu-

nity was the Eades Settle-

ment. 

 

Access to Baddow was easy. 

The nearest centre, Fenelon 

Falls, was accessed via boat 

on the Burnt River (which is 

the southern boundary of 

Baddow) or via Rosedale on 

Balsam Lake. The gently roll-

ing land was covered with 

hardwood: signs of good soil. 

Markets could be accessed 

through Fenelon Falls, Rose-

dale or Coboconk. Later the 

railway made Burnt River a 

rail centre. 
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on the fly leaf: ñBe honest and 

tell the truthò. One brother 

eventually settled in Baddow. 

After many years, the other 

brother arrived in Fenelon 

Falls to visit the brother farm-

ing at Baddow. Before head-

ing out, he went to the local 

implement dealer, Robson 

Brothers, and asked if they 

knew the family in question. 

On the reply they were regular 

customers, he posed a ques-

tion on their honesty. The 

agent stated without hesitation 

that any member of the family 

could buy anything in the 

store on credit.; nor was it 

necessary for them to sign a 

note. Their word was golden. 

The visitor continued his jour-

ney, satisfied the family 

integrity was still intact. 
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Main Street Kinmount  

 
Kawartha Credit Union is a 

full-service financial  
institution with  
19 branches 
 in North and 

East-Central Ontario  
from Trenton  

to  
Parry Sound. 

 
 

ATM available 24 hours  

705-488-9963  
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Swing Bridge 
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Third Line 

and Baddow 

Baptist 
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Christmas Day  
I trust I need not dwell in de-

tail on why this date is a holi-

day in the Christian world. It 

was the traditional day of the 

birth of Jesus. Over the years, 

many traditions have become 

attached to the celebration of 

Christmas. Most, but not all, 

have religious connotations.  

Even countries that are not 

majority Christian celebrate 

this day. Historians have long 

debated over the fact was 

Jesus actually born on a De-

cember 25 and what exact 

year did this event take place? 

Most agree December 25 is a 

likely day, but many are con-

vinced it happened about 4 

years earlier than it was 

speculated (likely in 4 BC). 

For centuries, Christmas & 

Easter were the most promi-

nent days of the Christian 

calendar. Until the recent cen-

turies, Easter was more the 

important of the two holidays. 

In fact, Epiphany (Jan 6) was 

a more widely celebrated 

holiday than Christmas Day! 

 

But in the 1800s, Christmas 

Day began to acquire more 

importance in the cycle of 

religious celebrations. Deco-

rations such as trees, cards 

and lights were added. Gift-

giving & charity emerged and 

made the whole Christmas 

celebration a seasonal cele-

bration rather than a one day 

holiday. Boxing Day emerged 

as a holiday the day after 

Christmas Day. And the 

whole Santa Claus-St Nicho-

las legend grew to make the 

celebration more child-

friendly. By the 1900s, 

Christmas had become a 

ñseasonò with numerous sym-

bols and events that made it a 

sub-culture unto itself in the 

Christian world. 

Boxing Day 

 

The day after Christmas is 

called Boxing Day. It is a 

ñbankò or statutory holiday 

only in Britain and most 

Commonwealth countries: 

the USA does not have a 

holiday on December 26. 

The day after Christmas was 

known as St Stephenôs Day 

in Medieval England. St 

Stephan was one of the first 

Christian martyrs (died 35 

AD) and was the patron 

saint of many things includ-

ing horses.  It was an old 

AngloSaxon custom to give 

gifts, usually boxes of food 

or clothing, to the poor or 

slaves as a sign of charity by 

the well-off the day after 

Christmas. Hence the term 

Boxing Day. This public 

holiday became popular 

because it extended the 

Christmas holiday celebra-

tion to a second day. In the 

Twentieth Century, Boxing 

Day became famous for its 

ñBoxing Day Salesò. Retail-

ers offered huge sales  hop-

ing to attract buyers with 

time on their hands. 

 

New Yearôs Day 

 

Celebrating the start of a 

new year dates way back to 

ancient Rome. Janus was the 

Roman  god of gatekeepers 

& doormen. In the ancient 

Roman calendar, January 

was the first month of the 

new year. It was sometimes 

celebrated in March: tradi-

tionally the start of the 

spring ñgrowing seasonò for 

farmers. But eventually it 

was set as January 1. The 

old ñJulian Calen-

darò (named after Julius 

Ceasar), was found to be out 

of sync with the actual 

Seasonal Celebrations 
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ñsolarò calendar. The year 

was calculated to be 365.247 

days long. To make up for 

the fraction of a day, a leap 

year (with an extra day in 

February)  was added every 

4 years. This still meant the 

calendar was not correct. In 

1582, Pope Gregory decreed 

the calendar be reset to 

match the actual phases of 

the solar year. This accurate 

calendar was called the 

ñGregorian Calendarò and 

was adopted by Catholic 

countries in Europe. But due 

to religious & political dif-

ferences, Protestant coun-

tries and Eastern Orthodox 

countries did not accept the 

revised calendar until later. 

Britain adopted the Gregor-

ian Calendar in 1752. By 

that time, there was 11 days 

difference between the 2 

calendars. To fall in sync, 

the British ñmissedò a few 

days in 1752. That year, the 

day after September 2 was 

September 14 ! This brought 

the British calendar into line 

with the rest of Europe. The 

Eastern Orthodox countries 

never have adopted the Gre-

gorian Calendar, sticking 

with the old Julian Calendar. 

By now these countries 

(including Russia & Greece) 

are 14 days ahead of the rest 

of the world. Thus their New 

Years Day is on our January 

14!. Some people call this 

ñUkranian New Yearò. 

 

New Years Day has often 

been called a holiday look-

ing for a reason to celebrate. 

The night before, it is cus-

tomary to throw a New 

Years Eve party. Other spo-

radic traditions include 

ñpolar bear plungesò, sports 

(Rose Bowl in football) and 

fireworks displays. Many 

civic leaders hold New Year 

Levees: basically an open 

house  where the community 

gathers to wish each other 

luck in the coming year. In 

other countries, people go 

on ñnoise-making spreesò, 

literally to scare out evil 

spirits that might spoil the 

new year. Another tradition 

is the New Yearôs Resolu-

tion: an often hollow resolu-

tion to quit a bad habit for 

the coming year. 

 

  

The Christian Calendar 

 

Today we take our Christian 

Calendar for granted. We 

live in the 2009th year since 

the birth of Jesus. Still fa-

vouring the old Roman 

style, we do measure the 

year from January 1, not 

December 25, but clearly the 

starting point is Jesus birth 

year. It was not always so. 

Other (non-Christian) cul-

tures have their own calen-

dars: usually based on some 

mythical or real event in 

their history. Ancient Rome 

measured their years starting 

with the (mythical?) found-

ing of Rome by Romulus & 

Remus in  753 BC. There-

fore to the ancient Romans, 

Jesus was born in the year 

753 on their calculation of 

years. The Roman calendar 

had 10 months totaling 304 

days + 61 unnamed days of 

winter! (I guess they hated 

winter too!) Later, two 

months were renamed after 

Julius Ceasar (July) and 

Augustus (August). Thus the 

names of Quintilius (5th 

month) became July and  

 

Continued on page 4 
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and Sextilius became (6th 

month) became August, but 

the rest of the months were 

left the same. Because the 

Roman calendar started in 

March, the numbering was a 

little out of whack. Thus we 

have December (10th in Latin) 

being the 12th month of the 

calendar. The winter session 

was divided into 2 months: 

January (after the god of 

doorkeepers Janus) and Feb-

ruary (after Februa: a Roman 

purification ritual held Feb 

15). 

 

The Origins of English 

naming used by the Gre-

gorian calendar: 

 
January: Janus (Roman god of 

gates, doorways, beginnings 

and endings) 

February: Februus (Etruscan 

god of death) Februarius 

(mensis) (Latin for "month of 

purification (rituals)" it is said 

to be a Sabine word, the last 

month of ancient pre-450 BC 

Roman calendar). 

March: Mars (Roman god of 

war) 

April: "Modern scholars asso-

ciate the name with an ancient 

root meaning 'other', i.e the 

second month of a year begin-

ning in March."[40] 

May: Maia Maiestas (Roman 

goddess) 

June: Juno (Roman goddess, 

wife of Jupiter) 

July: Julius Caesar (Roman 

dictator) (month was formerly 

named Quintilis, the fifth 

month of the calendar of 

Romulus) 

August: Augustus (first Ro-

man emperor) (month was 

formerly named Sextilis, the 

sixth month of Romulus) 

September: septem (Latin 

for seven, the seventh month 

of Romulus) 

October: octo (Latin for 

eight, the eighth month of 

Romulus) 

November: novem (Latin 

for nine, the ninth month of 

Romulus) 

December: decem (Latin for 

ten, the tenth month of Romu-

lus) 

The earliest Christians kept 

the old Roman Calendar, but 

just adjusted the calculation 

of year 1. This Julian Calen-

dar remained in force for cen-

turies until ñadjustedò to the 

Gregorian Calendar in the 

1500s. The widespread influ-

ence of Christian culture 

caused by the spread of West-

ern European empires from 

the 1500s on, led to many non

-Christian countries adopting 

the Christian Calendar. Japan 

officially made the transition 

in 1873, followed by China 

and many others. Some coun-

tries still use their own calen-

dars, but most of the world 

now accepts the Christian 

(European) Calendar. 

 

A word about numbering. All 

events prior to the birth of 

Jesus are number backwards 

starting with 1 BC (the year 

of his birth). All events after 

are numbered forwards from 

1 AD. The Latin term was 

ñAnte Christumò, but it was 

anglicized to ñBefore Christò. 

AD retained its Latin form of 

Anno Domini or ñIn the Year 

of Our Lordò. 

 

In the late 1900s, the terms 

were slightly changed. BC 

became BCE or ñBefore the 

Christian Era and AD became 

CE or ñChristian Eraò. Confu-

sion still reigns over these 

changes! 

 

òKozie Toesó 

Total Foot Care 

Sabine Henderson 

H.C.A. Certified 

 

Call 705-488-2205 

For appointment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinmount Artisans  

 Marketplace  

 
Celebrating 10 years in 2009  

Local Fine Art and Handcrafts  

Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre,  

On City Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

The First Snowplows 

 

Snowplowing roads in the 

winter is a ñnecessityò to-

day. A snowflake barely 

lands on the main road ere 

it is met by a snowplow (or 

so it seems!). In  Kinmount 

pre-motor car era, snow-

plows were rarely needed. 

The train connected Kin-

mount to the outside world 

and they used their own 

snowplow gear. Local 

travel was by horse and 

sleigh, or more commonly, 

snowshoes: skis were rare. 

Some attempts were made 

to keep the local roads 

open using horse-drawn 

plows. However, in the 

dead of winter, massive 

snowdrifts often blocked 

all the roads, basically halt-

ing travel, especially for 

those outside of town. It 

was a major struggle for 

the snowbound farmers to 

move about. A century ago, 

the terrain was devoid of 

large trees (cut to feed the 

lumber mills) and the wind 

contoured some massive 

drifts!  

Winter scene in Kinmount, 

circa 1900.  Note the lack of 

snowbanks and motor cars 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Janus_(mythology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Februus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Etruscan_mythology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mars_(mythology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Calendar#cite_note-39#cite_note-39
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maia_Maiestas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juno_(mythology)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Julius_Caesar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romulus_and_Remus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Augustus
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Winter Fest 2010  
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By Marion Willemsen 

 

Fall is a busy time for honey-

bees and beekeepers as there 

is much to do to prepare the 

bees for winter.  Honey su-

pers (he bee boxes full of 

honey for the beekeeper) must 

be removed and colony health 

must be assessed.  Supple-

mentary feeding and pest 

treatments, if required, are 

applied. It takes a strong and 

healthy colony to survive our 

winters, and they must have 

plenty of honey stored away 

for their own food.  A double 

brood chamber or two-storey 

colony should weigh around 

140lbs. 

 

Most beekeepers feed honey 

back to the bees or sugar 

syrup in the fall, once the 

nectar flow has stopped. For 

us, that is around mid-

September.  This is just to 

give the colonies that extra bit 

of carbohydrate, should they 

need it.  Once in a while, it 

isnôt needed and the bees will 

just leave the sugar syrup 

untouched. Beekeepers like to 

see that! 

 

Once the feeding is finished, 

the colonies are prepared for 

the winter.  In most cases this 

involves wrapping the colo-

nies in a protective layer, such 

as tar paper or cardboard, but 

sometimes beekeepers move 

the colonies to a more pro-

tected winter location. And 

occasionally the colonies are 

even brought inside an old 

building or barn. 

 

Bees work the whole summer 

to prepare themselves for 

winter.  The number of field 

bees (workers) has decreased, 

 

Thank You To Our Volume 2 

Patrons 

 

a Diane Haggert 

a In memory of Dick 

Hilyer 

 

Would You Like to be a 

Patron? 

 
If you would like to support the Ga-

zette Volume 2 as a patron, please 

send your donation to Kinmount Ga-

zette, Advertising & Finance, c/o 

Yvette Brauer, P.O. Box 17, Kin-

mount, On  K0M 2A0 

(hgbrauer@sympatico.ca).  

Cheques should be made payable to 

K.C.P.E.D.    

and those remaining are re-

ferred to as winter bees.  They 

hatch in early fall and are the 

only bees to live for several 

months.  Most worker bees 

live a maximum of 42 days, 

while winter bees live into 

spring.  All the drones, or 

male bees, have been forced 

out of the hive to die. If you 

are in the beeyard at the right 

moment, you can see the 

drones buzzing at the front of 

the hive, desperately trying to 

get back in. But they are not 

needed in the winter and 

would only use up valuable 

food stores if kept.   

 

Once the outside temperature 

hits around 10°C the bees 

stop flying. Inside their hives 

they move into what are 

called ñwinter clustersò, 

which is like a big bee hud-

dle.  And as the temperature 

drops, the cluster becomes 

tighter and tighter around the 

queen.  She is in the Centre of 

this cluster and she likes to be 

kept at about 28°C , al-

though the outside edge 

of the cluster is some-

where between 5 - 10°C.  

The workers maintain 

the cluster temperature 

by shivering and moving 

back and forth from the 

inside to the outside of 

the cluster.  This way no 

bee will freeze. 

 

On warm spells during 

the winter, you may see 

the occasional bee on a 

cleansing flight, the ob-

ject of which is to elimi-

nate waste.  And you 

often see a dead bee on 

the snow; one who flew 

too far from the hive and 

became chilled or just 

left the hive knowing she 

would never return.  Some-

times these bees are not dead 

at all, and when warmed up 

on your hand they regain the 

strength to return home. 

 

As the weather warms in late 

February/early March the 

queen begins to lay eggs.  

This can be a particularly 

difficult time for the bees 

because once the queen starts 

laying, the cluster is broken 

apart as the bees try to keep 

the eggs, the ensuing brood 

and themselves warm.  If the 

weather suddenly becomes 

very cold again (as it has the 

last two years with -30°C in 

March) colonies occasionally 

freeze to death because they 

were struggling to keep the 

brood warm.  This winter loss 

accounts for much of the loss 

of colonies in Ontario.  In 

fact, beekeepers are told to 

reckon with a 30% winter loss  

 

Continued on page 6 
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every year now, and thatôs 20% 

more than when I started bee-

keeping 4 years ago.  Thereôs no 

question that the climate is 

changing! 

 

However, once a colony makes 

it past that critical point in 

spring life does get much easier.  

Many beekeepers feed their bees 

again in spring, providing not 

just carbohydrates but also a 

pollen supplement, which is the 

protein bees need to rear their 

brood.  It is with joyful relief 

that a beekeeper enters his 

beeyard to hear most of the 

hives humming with sun-

warmed bees. And as soon as 

the earliest blooms are visible, 

the bees are on them and the 

honey-making season begins 

anew.  

The Annual Santa Claus Parade 

Clockwise from left:  The  

Victoria Pony Club; The  

Galway Firefighters and Royal 

Canadian Legion; Castle 

Building Centre; Ralph and 

Gerard Pearson have the 

 honour of hosting Santa 

Claus; Russell Hill 


