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the sum needed to convert the 

new building for use as a win-

ter ice arena. The Campaign 

was successful and the new 

arena was opened for the 2007-

2008 season.  

There is a Jamboree ñcircuitò in 

Ontario for lovers of Country 

& Western music. Kinmount 

managed to get one of the early 

dates, the last weekend in June. 

Jamborees involve almost non-

stop music and weekend camp-

ing. The Kinmount Fairgrounds 

is an ideal venue for such a 

Jamboree.  The purpose of the 

Jamboree is to raise money to 

help pay down this mortgage, 

showcase the Fairgrounds (and 

the community) and have some 

fun. 

After a slow start, the Jamboree 

has been growing over the last 

couple of years. Jamboree-

goers seem to love the setting 

and the music is always first-

rate.   

Kinmount Agricultural Soci-

ety was determined to re-

place the arena, not only for 

the Fair, but also because the 

community did miss the 

arena. A new structure was 

built in 2007 and a large 

mortgage was taken out. The 

local community rallied with 

a ñBring Back The Iceò 

campaign to raise $50,000; 

The fifth annual Kinmount 

Country Music Jamboree will 

take place on June 21,22,23,24 

at The Kinmount Fairgrounds. 

The Jamboree was started in 

2008 as a fundraiser for the 

new arena. The old arena had 

been damaged by a windstorm 

& had to be torn down. The 

community went a whole win-

ter without an ice surface. The 

Fifth Annual Kinmount Country Jamboree  
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Slipper was not unreliable or 

dangerous among the other 

horses on the farm. Indeed he 

went to the other extreme, and 

after making friends with them, 

he put himself to a great deal of 

trouble to treat them or give 

them a good time. For exam-

ple, he would manipulate door 

catches, untie knots, undo steel 

snaps, turn button catches and 

lift oat bin lids better than a lot 

of the farm help that we had 

just after the war. He was so 

systematic and clever, when we 

found a new and complicated 

lock we thought would fool 

him, we would explain its 

workings behind closed doors 

so Slipper could not hear. 

There were 12 box-stalls in the 

barn.  Slipperôs delight was to 

open his own door (kept closed 

two latches and tied well with a 

many knotted rope), then go 

from stall to stall opening the 

doors of the other horses.  After 

this, at the risk of being kicked,  

he would enter each standing 

stall undoing a chain behind 

each horse and untying the rope 

holding the horse; if the rope 

proved to be too well tied, he 

took the halter over the aston-

ished horses head! Before we 

put outside catches on the barn 

doors,  he would open an outer 

door, and chase all the horses 

out and down the road. They 

would tear away, tails over 

their backs, and Slipper would 

come, meek as a mouse, jump 

the fence onto the lawn, and 

whinny to me through the win-

dow! Sometimes he would wait 

for me to jump on bare-back. 

He did not need me to get them 

back; I was of very little use 

without bridle or saddle: if I 

went at all, it was only for the 

ride! Slipper would call loudly 

The Legend of Silver Slipper, Part 3 

and clearly in anticipation they 

would pause for a minute. That 

was all Slipper needed; he 

would be around them in a 

flash, and they headed home 

with himself in hot pursuit. He 

would stand guarding the gate, 

not allowing a horse to go by 

until we had rounded them up. 

When we put sturdy bars in 

place outside the doors, we 

breathed easier. When Slipper 

found he could not let them 

outside, he decided to have a 

party indoors, and turning both 

buttons on the oat bin, he 

opened it wide. In the morning 
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Hotel at Downeyôs Cross while 

the parish organized to build 

him a house on the Clergy Re-

serve lot. When it was time for 

the house raising bee, several 

parishioners pointed out the 

site was exposed, windy & 

cold. There was no shelter 

nearby for man or beast. So the 

parish decided to move the 

church & manse down the road 

to Downeyôs Cross. The site 

was more sheltered, the school 

was nearby and the Cross had 

3 hotels to shelter man and 

beast.  

A lot was purchased from the 

Downey Family, a church, 

drive sheds, manse and ceme-

tery built over the next few 

years.  Downeyville became 

the centre of the parish/

community. The priests from 

Downeyville served a large 

area including Galway for 

many years. Galway was as-

signed its own priest only in 

1887 as part of the new parish 

of Fenelon Falls & Galway.  

The hamlet contained a store, a 

blacksmith, a school, several 

hotels  and the church com-

plex, but no mills or industry. 

Other services could be had in 

Omemee to the south, Lindsay 

to the west or Bobcaygeon to 

the north. The hamlet of 

Downeyville never contained a 

true main street, but was lim-

ited to a few businesses clus-

tered around the four corners 

of Downeyôs 

Crossroads. It still 

remains as a true 

crossroads settle-

ment to this very 

day.  

 

From the top:   

St. Lukeôs Catholic 

Elementary School, 

Downeyville Gen-

eral Store, St. 

Lukeôs Catholic 

Church 

The Peter Robinson Emigra-

tion saw 417 families of im-

poverished Irish farm tenants 

sent to the Peterborough area 

at government expense. These 

families were given land 

grants of 100 acres in the sur-

rounding townships. The Irish 

were to be mixed with other 

settler groups to encourage 

some assimilation. The largest 

group, 142 families, were 

dispatched to north Emily 

Township. South Emily was 

largely occupied by Protestant 

Irish previous to 1825. A 

grist/saw mill was set up at 

Omemee the same year, and 

the Robinson Irish were set-

tled north of the village in the 

area around Downeyville.  

Most settlers to Upper Canada 

were settled on isolated farm-

steads right in the middle of 

their land holdings. The 

southern (Catholic) Irish set-

tlers came from a different 

cultural background that em-

phasized village life. Their 

settlements were often con-

centrated in crossroad ham-

lets, usually clustered around 

their church.  

The site of Downeyville be-

gan with a school. The spot 

was named Downeyôs Cross 

because it was the cross road 

site with the Downey farm on 

the southwest corner, hence 

Downeyôs Cross (road).  A 

Clergy Reserve lot for use of 

the Roman Catholic Church 

was provided, but the lot was 

in the centre of the settlement 

area, to the east of present 

Downeyville.   A small log 

church was erected in 1835, 

and masses were held by a 

priest from Peterborough or 

Lindsay. A burial ground was 

also started. 

In 1852, the first resident 

priest, Father Burke, arrived 

to serve the parish of 

Downeyville-Ennismore. He 

rented a room at the Collinôs 
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Public Transit  
Kinmount to Lindsay 

Monday May 14 & Wednesday May 28 

Departs @ 8 am 

Gateway General Store & Café  

In The Lions Den, by Barbara Hill  

As it is spring many of us are 

making plans for summer, some 

of which include sending chil-

dren to camp.  The Lions Club 

sponsors 3 summer camps in 

our area.  Lions Club Camp 

Kirk at Kirkfield is for children 

with learning disabilities.  Lions 

Club Camp Dorest is a for chil-

dren on kidney dialysis and 

Lions Club Camp Lake Joseph 

in the Muskokas, is a for the 

visually impaired.  All camps 

are funded primarily by Lions 

Clubs in our district.  They are 

fully functional, with leaders, 

medical staff, etc. and are availa-

ble for the general public.  If you 

require any further information, 

please go to their websites or 

www.lionsinternational.org  Many 

former campers give a compre-

hensive view of the camps.  If you 

have any further questions, please 

contact any of our members.  We 

will be happy to help. 

HOME CHILDREN EVENT  
Saturday May 26, 2012     10 am to 4 pm 

Minden Community Centre 

Displays - Presentations & more 

Information Sharing Guidance & Advice 

Meet Authors - Sandra Joyce, Gloria Philips, 

Gail Corbett & more plus Publisher Ed Janzen 

BHC Descendants share their stories & photos 

         $5 per person                  See the 2010 year of the 
                                                  British Home Children  
                                                  Canada Memorial Quilt 

Members of the public wishing to 

send a congratulatory message to  

Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 

on the occasion of her historical 

Diamond Jubilee 

may do so by visiting: 

 

thediamondjubilee.org 

JUBILEE BINGO  
Friday May 18, 6:45 p.m. 

Royal Canadian Legion 

$500 MUST GO JACKPOT 

6 Hunter Street,  

PO Box 256 

Kinmount, On, K0M 2A0 

www.quiltersinn.net 
 

Studio 705-887-8499 

Residence 705-488-1312 

E-mail: 

quiltagrafix@gmail.com 

The Quilters Inn   Barb Leffering 

Longarm Machine Quilting  Quilting Retreats 

Classes    Notions 

Fabric-over 1200 bolts, wide backing, childrenõs fabric, panels, blenders & more 

Open Saturday, Sunday and most afternoons  
Please call to confirm weekly hours 
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Myth Busters:  Daring Rescue 

Kinmount Artisans  Marketplace  
Local Fine Art, Handcrafts, Gifts & Antiques  

Local History Books & Souvenirs  
Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre  

         County Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 
SHOP TAX FREE ! 

OPEN FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

Recently emergency services 

personnel were called to the 

aid of a racoon who found him-

self in a very tight spot.  The 

racoon had gotten lodged in the 

trunk of a tree and was unable 

to extricate itself. 

 

The site of the incident  is 

south of Kinmount just off of  

the Rail Trail.  Hikers who 

were out harvesting fiddle-

heads found the helpless 

mammalôs hindquarters hang-

ing from a  crevice in the large 

oak tree.  

 

ñIt was squealing and making 

quite a fuss!ò  stated Raymond 

Procyonlotor, one of the men 

who discovered the unfortunate 

raccoon.  ñWe didnôt know 

what to do, and so after snap-

ping several photos, we decid-

ed to contact  911 for some 

support.ò 

 

Emergency crews responded 

quickly using ATVs.  They 

were directed to the spot by 

the hikers who had stayed to 

create You Tube Videos of the 

rescue.   

 

After several unsuccessful 

attempts, the  raccoon was 

removed from the tree using a 

series of clamps and crow 

bars. 

 

One crew member, who did 

not wish to be identified, 

claimed the rescue to be one of 

the most extraordinary events 

that he had experienced in his 

life.   

 

ñUpon being freed, the racoon 

raised up on its hind feet and 

saluted to us as if saying 

thanks.ò  he reported. 

 

Eye witness accounts state that 

the raccoon then ran off into 

the woods whilst emergency 

services repacked their gear 

and prepared for their journey 

home.   

Do You Live Out-of-Town? 

Subscribe to our mail service and have  

The Kinmount Gazette delivered to your door. 

Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282 

or email hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

 

Gazette Collector Sets 
Volume 1, Issues 1 - 16  $20.00  

Volume 2, Issues 1 - 11  $15.00 

Volume 3, Issues 1 - 12  $15.00   

Available at Gateway General Store & Cafe  

& Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Raccoons are noted for their 

intelligence at getting into places 

where humans would rather they 

not be.  In this case it was the 

raccoons human neighbours who 

helped the raccoon out of  a 

tricky situation.   

 

Should you wish to see the en-

tirety of the daring rescue on 

video, please go to 

www.racoonsthatwowus.com. 

 

 


