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April is the first month of Spring. Birds who go south for the winter are all returning. Every April, I get visited by a pair of Sandhill Cranes. They are quite the sight; with their long,
slow strides and their noisy banter. But these visitors are just that: visitors. They always
disappear after a few weeks and I never see them again until the next spring! If there are
any “birders” out there, I would like to know where they go to for the rest of the summer
season? Please drop a line to the Gazette so we can solve this mystery. Editor.
PS. Any other bird stories will also be welcome at the Gazette. We need something other
than Covid-19 to talk about!
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The Icelanders at Kinmount Part IV Life in the Shanties
In the winter of 1874-1875, the Icelandic
arrivals attempted to settle into their new
lives at Kinmount. Work on the railway
was sporadic, but the newcomers remained
hopeful the situation would improve, especially with the arrival of Spring. The book
picks up the story of the Icelanders day to
day life. The Railway Company had set up
an “agency kitchen”, resembling a company cafeteria, where the Icelanders could
buy into a meal plan. It was optional, and a
group decided to go their own way and
cook for themselves.
“Those in the group who decided to support themselves rather than rely on the
agency kitchen, found provisions exceedingly expensive. As adequate supplies
were difficult to obtain in Kinmount, with
frequent shortages of goods, Sigtryggur
Jonasson (the interpreter) and a Canadian
by the name of Wilson (John Wilson),
with Fridjon Fridrickson as manager,
opened a store for the group. However,
Jonasson’s prices tended to be higher than
some of the other merchants in town. A
letter written to Iceland from the shanties
explains that:
‘Everything is rather expensive here, as
can be expected, having landed in the
worst possible spot in Ontario. Jonasson
brought us here and built his house, where

he set up a store, and sells to the Icelanders.
He has to fetch products from Toronto which
is 100 miles away. He has to price them
higher to cover his costs. Beef costs 6-7
cents a pound, bacon 10-12 cents, a barrel of
flour $5-6. A barrel of rye flour is $5-6. A
pound of coffee is 30 cents, a pound of sugar
12 cents. Footwear is better prices here than
at home.’ (Sigurpall Gudlaugsson)
To avoid high costs a few men banded together, purchasing an old ox for $50, which
realized 690 pounds of meat, 62 pounds of
suet and a 135 pound hide. But still, most
people patronized Jonasson. He had been
instructed by the Ontario Department of Immigration in Toronto to supply all those willing to work, but not to exceed the amount of
their earnings. However, that could not be
backed by available jobs: employment was
just unreliable. By the end of January, several men were destitute due to lack of work for
over a month and were in considerable debt
to him. Even so, he continued giving support, hoping the government would eventually take over. On January 22, 1875 Jonasson
outlined his plight to David Spence, Secretary for the Immigration Department:
‘I have to inform you that I cannot see that
anything has been done here in regards to
providing work
Continued on p. 4
for the Iceland-

9

THE HOT STOVE LEAK

10

SPOTLIGHT ON A LION

13

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 441

14

THE GALWEGIANS

15

FOOD FANATIC

15

IN THE LIONS DEN

16

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

16

KLONDIKE GOLD RUSH PART II

17

THANK YOU TO OUR PATRONS

17

KINMOUNT BURSARY

18

HIGH FIVE CLUB

18

EDITORIAL

19

Get Results!
ADVERTISE IN
THE GAZETTE!
Rates per issue:
Business Card Size $20
2 x Business Card
$40
1/4 Page
$55
1/2 Page
$100
Full Page
$200
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca
705 - 488 - 2919

The Gazette is a non profit monthly publication produced by volunteers. The Gazette
depends on advertising sales & donations
to remain operating. We are grateful for
your continued support.

Do you enjoy the Gazette?
Send a donation!

Make cheques payable to
Kinmount Gazette
PO Box 286, Kinmount. On K0M 2A0
Your name will appear in our
Thank You to Our Patrons Section

Kinmount Gazette

Kinmount Commi ttee for Planning and Economic Development

Friends and Neighbours: Magnetewan
Magnetewan is a small community located at the point where the old RosseauNipissing Colonization Road crossed the
Magnetewan River. Magnetewan means
swift flowing water in the local native
dialect; and the name becomes obvious
if you visit. The first settlers arrived in
1870 from Rosseau and the colonization
road continued on to the village of Nipissing on Lake Nipissing. Most of the old
road is abandoned today but the village
does have lots of road access.
The Magnetewan River is a rather long
river that flows west from the edge of
Algonquin Park and empties into Georgian Bay. Thanks to its geography, small
steamboats were able to travel the River
for a long distance in the centre portion
from Burk’s Falls to Lake Ahmic. Then
the River descends over a whole series
of rapids and waterfalls before reaching
Georgian Bay. Several communities
along its course are given nautical names
such as Port Carmen and Ahmic Harbour
despite the fact they are a long way from
Georgian Bay! To help the steamboat
access around the area, a small lock was
built in Magnetewan in 1886. Regular
steamboat service connected many small
communities. The lock-masters cabin is
a small museum today. One lockmaster
served 25 years and recorded 18,000
passages by steamboat through the lock!
It is still in use today for pleasure boats,
but on a very limited schedule: summer
months only and only 4 openings per
day! It is quite the tourist attraction!
One steamboat, the Wenonah, sank just
outside of Magnetwan on Cecebe Lake.
Sparks flew from the boiler and ignited
the wood pile used as fuel. Few interior
lakes can boast a 98 foot shipwreck!
The village was obviously a lumber
town, with many sawmills and log drives
stirring the economy. But it was also the
centre of a pocket of good farmland, and
even today still has its own Fair!
The village has several famous old
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churches as well. St George’s Anglican
Church was built in 1880 and was called
“The Church on the Rock”. It became
even more famous when Group of 7
painter A.J. Casson painted the church in
the 1920s. The Magnetewan painting
hangs in the National Art Gallery today.
The community had 5 churches in the
village, and served as a centre for several
circuits that served the surrounding settlements. Magnetewan was a true community hub!
Today the village is a tourist town, with
large numbers of summer guests in the
surrounding lakes. The Nipissing Colonization Road is basically abandoned
and access is gained by the east-west
highway links.

Clockwise from top right:
Magnetewan United Church;
Lock Keeper’s House, now a
museum; General Store;
Bridge across Magnetewan
River; Rosseau - Nippising
Historic Plaque
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Screaming Heads Mid-Lothian Castle
A rather interesting sight tucked
into the hills of Parry Sound just
west of Burk’s Falls is the sculpture forest called Screaming
Heads. It consists of about 75
large-sized cement sculptures of
about 7 designs arranged in patterns over a large area. It contains
a ring garth that imitates Stone
Henge, a castle-like
setting that encloses the
old farmstead and well,
various huge sculptures
that defy my imagination! It must be seen to
be believed (let alone
understood!). I will let
the photos do the talking!

To visit the site, go to Burk’s
Falls and then west on County
Road #520 towards Magnetewan. Take the Mid-Lothian
Road. You cannot miss it!
Admission is free and it
makes a great photo-op!

KINMOUNT DOWNTOWN PHARMACY
4084 COUNTY RD #121
KINMOUNT, ONTARIO K0M 2A0

PHONE: 705-488-1923

Brenda Mulholland
Mixed-Media Artist

- Home or Cottage Drawings Black & White $150.-- + +
Full Colour $250.-- + +
Matting & Framing available
Please call me for details and specific quotes

FAX:
705-488-1943
PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES
MEDICATION REVIEWS
BLISTER PACKAGING
GENERAL SERVICES
20% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY
TUESDAY & THURSDAY
$ 2.00 ODB CO-PAY WAIVED
FREE DELIVERY WITHIN
KINMOUNT & TRENT LAKES
STORE HOURS
MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9:00 A.M. TO 4:00 P.M.
SATURDAY: CLOSED
SUNDAY: CLOSED

- Individual Commissions Welcomed & Encouraged -

(705) 488-1574

email: bmulholland421@gmail.com

www.brendamulholland.com

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca
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The Icelanders at Kinmount Part IV continued from p. 1
ers as there are at present are over 25 men out
of work of whom quite a number are married
with families. I cannot supply them any longer, so they have either got to get work or
starve, or some other measure taken providing
for them .’
He wrote Spence again at the end of the
month reinforcing the issue. Through no fault
of their own, the men were unable to provide
for their families, and he had felt obliged to
help. He hoped that since the government was
willing to defer payment for two of the Conquest stoves in use, that it might also reimburse his costs and/or take responsibility for
the poor, for he couldn’t continue doing so.
After all, he was supporting over a hundred
souls. Credit and goodwill had to come to an
end! The outcome of his complaints was not
recorded.
As time went on, the Icelanders began to feel
like pawns in a large game, open to misunderstandings and exploitation. The Department of
Immigration had engaged lumberman W. H.
Greene of Fenelon Falls to supply materials,
likely for the two additional shanties at Hayford. Icelanders were hired for the job. After it
was done, Jonasson submitted their bill to
Greene, as it was assumed he would pay
them. He refused, saying he was only required
to supply the building materials and not their
wages. The Icelanders had somehow understood that he was responsible for both. All of
a sudden, things seemed terribly unfair. Jonasson wrote David Spence that:
“I handed D.D. Hay the bill of the Icelander’s
time, which Greene had not sent in with his
bills. Hay said that the Icelanders should be
paid at the same rate as others. This however
the Icelanders don’t ask as $1 a day would
satisfy them, while Greene was charging the
government at the rate of $1.50 a day for the
Canadians.’
Time passed and D.D. Hay moved on to politics. The request for wages was left on the
Secretary’s desk. The outcome of the matter is
not known.
For those who were employed over the win-
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ter, railway construction proved difficult. It
was the coldest winter in years, with deep
frosts and heavy snow. Work consisted mostly
of digging through hills, filling in ravines, dynamiting rock and felling trees where the track
was supposed to go through. On December
18 ,1874 the Lindsay Post reported:
‘The Icelanders were working very steadily
and the general impression is they will ultimately make good settlers. There is a little
grumbling among them about school affairs.
The Government promised them a school, but
no school has yet been opened. The Icelanders
seem to take very little heed of the cold weather. In fact, they appear to take to the frost and
snow as a duck does to water and are absolutely enjoying it.’
By the end of January, life was at a predictable
pace. People were slowly recovering from the
worst of their illness. The school issue was still
up in the air, and they were doing as best they
could in the overcrowded conditions. Shanties
were being built north of town in response to a
proposed rail extension. Snow laid half a yard
deep on the ground. Even so, several people
were anxious to lay down roots in Ontario.
William Hartle, Crown Lands Agent, was assigned to help them chose lots. A few had inspected free grants in December, which were
of pure quality, unattractive and covered in
heavy bush. Nothing came of this inspection
until early spring when serious interest resumed.
After several delays, the school which had
been promised was opened in late March with

Jonasson as teacher. It continued to
operate for about 80 children and
adults up to the age of 21, as long as
Jonasson was available. Mastering
the English language was a priority.
According to earlier local reports, the
parents were also eager to learn.
From the beginning, the Icelanders
had envisioned living in a colony,
with a sufficiently large parcel of
land where they might live as a body
and sustain their culture while integrating into a larger society. As an
inducement, the Dominion Government had promised them this in writing. But this was not to be at Kinmount. They were an easy target for
persuasive stories of greener pastures
in places like Nova Scotia, Manitoba
and Alaska. “

The Icelandic monument
at Kinmount Railway
Station
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Inspector Strickland from Lakefield to the Klondike Gold Rush
WHITEHORSE, YT - March 20, 2018 One hundred and ten years ago, on March
20, 1908, the Officer Commanding of the
Royal North West Mounted Police post at
Fort Saskatchewan, Alberta, suddenly
passed away from "cardial dropsy”
(cardiac edema) at the age of 39.
Although buried at that location in the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police Cemetery, he is best known for his service in
the Yukon before, during and after the
Klondike Gold Rush.
Inspector D'Arcy Edward Strickland was
born on November 2, 1868, at Lakefield,
Ontario. A graduate of the Royal Military
College of Canada at Kingston, Ontario,
he joined the North West Mounted Police
on November 15, 1891, as an Inspector,
having previously served as the Adjutant
in the rank of lieutenant in the "The
Prince of Wales" Canadian Dragoons at
Cobourg, Ontario.
Inspector Strickland was posted to the
Northwest Territories to "Depot" Division
in Regina (now Saskatchewan).
In 1895, Inspector Strickland was the
second-in-command, under Superintendent Charles Constantine, O.79, of a party
of 18 members of the Force sent out to
establish a permanent police presence in
the Yukon.
The expedition departed "Depot" at Regina (now Saskatchewan) on May 1, 1895,
journeyed by train to the west coast and
then by steamship to Juneau, Alaska, and
then to the point on the Yukon River
where they constructed Fort Constantine,
described by Superintendent Constantine
in January 1896 as being "the most northerly military or semi-military post in the
British Empire." Inspector Strickland is
prominent in the photograph taken of the
NWMP party at Fort Constantine in 1895,
wearing a white shirt and tie!
A big, beefy man who, judging from photographs taken of him, preferred to not
wear the regulation uniform, Inspector
Strickland was adjudged by his disapproving superior (Superintendent Constantine) to be a fun-loving person, "what
is generally known as a good fellow" with

"a taste for low company [and] a decided
fondness for drink."
Inspector Strickland was accompanied to the
Yukon by his wife Tannis and their son Roland. Their daughter Frances would be born
in 1899.
The summer after Fort Constantine was established gold was struck on Bonanza Creek
which drains into the Klondike River and the
Great Gold Rush was on.
Inspector Strickland was placed in charge of
guarding the White Pass which, along with
the Chilcoot Pass, was one of the main entry
points for the thousands of gold seekers on
the "Trail of '98."
He established and commanded the NWMP
post at Tagish in 1897.
In 1902, Inspector Strickland left the Yukon
to join the 5th Canadian Mounted Rifles,
commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel (former
Superintendent) Archibald Cameron Macdonell, as the unit's "popular and energetic"
Adjutant, to fight in the South African War.
The 5th CMR arrived at Durban, South Africa in May 1902 only to find that the war was
over. Shortly after arriving, the Canadian
troops were shipped back home to Canada,
having never seen combat.
Inspector D'Arcy Strickland resumed his
career in the Force as the Officer Commanding at Prince Albert, Wood Mountain and
then Fort Saskatchewan, until his death on
March 20, 1908.
His son whom he brought to the Yukon as a
child, Lieutenant Roland
D'Arcy Strickland, served in
the First World War and was
killed in action on May 20,
1917, while serving in the
28th (Northwest) Battalion of
the Canadian Expeditionary
Force.
He was 21 years old, and is
buried in the Ecoivres Military Cemetery near Vimy
Ridge in France.
Strickland Street in Whitehorse, Yukon, and Mount
Strickland and Strickland
Lake are named for Inspector
D'Arcy Edward Strickland.

We will remember him.
by Mark Gaillard
Historian
RCMP Veterans' Association

TURTLE WATCH
IN EFFECT
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Master Gardeners of Haliburton County

SUNDAYS
10 am Bible Study
11 am Worship Service
& Kids Zone

ALL
WELCOME

Haliburton County Master Gardeners (HCMG) was founded in April
2002. We serve Haliburton County
and surrounding areas and specialize
in gardening in Zone 4. Our primary role is to advise the public on
gardening practices and support
gardening in Haliburton County. All
members are volunteers and all must
meet certain educational requirements as set down by the overall
organization- Master Gardeners of
Ontario.
We advise the public on sustainable
gardening practices. We give advice
on many subjects, including vegetable and flower gardening, pruning,
environmentally responsible use of
fertilizers and the benefits of using
more native plants in gardens including shorelines.
In past years we have attended venues such as Farmer’s Markets, Canada Day and other celebrations to
advise and support gardeners in our
area. While Covid 19 has put a halt
to these opportunities others have
emerged. If you have a specific
question you can email us at
halmastergardener@gmail.com and
we get back to you as quickly as
possible with an answer. If you have
lots of questions and would like a
Garden Consultation, Master Gar-

deners will visit your property for a
suggestion donation of $50 and a
small stipend for mileage. Our
website
www.haliburtonmastergardener.ca
contains a wealth of information
and many solutions to gardening
problems. You can also tune into
Canoe FM to hear Gardening Tips
or visit https://canoefm.com to listen to podcasts of Gardening Tips
HCMG is currently looking for new
members. Becoming a Master Gardener offers a wonderful opportunity to further your gardening expertise and serve your community with
a whole group of new friends.
Please get in touch to discuss the
possibilities at email:
halmastergardener@gmail.com

LOOKING FOR ADVICE ON
FLOWER OR VEGETABLE GARDENING?
INFORMATION ON NATIVE PLANTS
TO USE IN YOUR LANDSCAPING?

References Available

705-488-3091

HALIBURTON COUNTY
MASTER GARDENERS CAN HELP!
Book a Garden Consultation with us
and for a suggested donation of $50
and a small stipend for mileage
we can come
to your home or cottage
and offer our advice.
For more information email us at

halmastergardener@gmail.com
CHECK OUT THIS WEBSITE:
https://covid-19.ontario.ca/assessment-centre-locations
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Please be aware that
all Covid 19 protocols will be followed.
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TO THE

Kinmount Gazette

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to Kinmount Gazette
c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0
705 - 488 - 2919 or email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS
Volumes 1 - 12 $20.00 each

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace

Spot the Shot Recaptured
Last Month’s Spot the Shot:
The towers at Kinmount Library

Dr. Bruce Mason
Chiropractor
3398 Gelert Rd.
Minden, Ontario
K0M 2K0

705-286-4350
RANDY BEACLER

Plumbing
Hydronics
Drains

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES

705-488-2266

Anyone Can Join

Ambassador of Kinmount Fair History
In 1973, the Kinmount Fair sponsored our first Queen of the Fair. This
show was part of the Ontario Association of Agricultural Societies
(OAAS) program. Over 100 fairs across Ontario participated with the
Queen/Ambassador of Ontario Fairs chosen each year at the CNE. After
a few missed years, the Fair has selected a representative every year
since 1984. The title was changed to Ambassador in 2000. The Ambassador represents the Kinmount Fair at various public events and at the
annual OAAS Convention.
1973 – Anna Lee Wells
1978 – Faye Wells
1984 – Lynne Phillips
1985 - Lori Rolfe
1986 – Debbie Blackmore
1987 – Christine Brelsford
1988 – Miranda Waalwyk
1989 – Casey Cork
1990 – Zoie Rolfe
1991 – Julie Austin
1992 – Joanne Saccary
1993 – Jane Austin
1994 – Kelly Morrison
1995 – Krista Chiasson
1996 – Angela Dettman
1997 – Miranda Newman
1998 – Amy Ehman
1999 – Robynne Kilby
2000 – Kristen Jones
2001 – Mary Kilby

2002 – Hannah Kitchingman
2003 – Amy Dudman
2004 – Nathaniel Bacon
2005 – Kasey Nicholson
2006 – Sarah Hockey
2007 – Amanda Dudman
2008 – Ashley Bowins
2009 – Bailey Robinson
2010 – Amber Bowins
2011 – Meredith March
2012 – Christine Li
2013 – Cara Campbell
2014 – Morgan McInnis
2015 – Emily Pearson
2016 – Michelle Weiler
2017 – Katie Bowins
2018 – Johnny Dewhurst
2019 – Alexis Vahey
2020 – Covid – 19 No Fair!
2021 - ???
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New Minden Arena Hosts Vaccine Clinic

WE STOCK ALL SIZES OF CLEAR GARBAGE BAGS

Hours: Monday - Friday 9 - 5
Saturday & Sunday 9 - 4
449 Kent St. W. Lindsay

705 340 3718

LLOYD’S Driveway Sealing

& MOTORCYCLE/ATV REPAIRS

Licenced Mechanic

CALL OR TEXT LLOYD HEACOCK

705 879 2619

Or Drop in to 6 Hunter Street
Kinmount

705 286-0808
Debbie Calvert

50 Newcastle St
Minden, Ont
K0M 2K0
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Minden recently opened the doors
for its first event at its beautiful
new arena, but it was not the event
they expected. Though thousands
of shots are taking place, they are
not hockey shots. The community
arena welcomes the public to the
site to receive their Covid19 shot.
Health Care professionals and area
volunteers provide a safe, friendly
and efficient service in a timely
fashion. Volunteers are essential to
the running of the vaccination clinic. The Minden Rotary Club has
taken on the task of organizing
volunteers for the clinic. The number of volunteers required per shift

is fifteen, with two shifts occurring
each day. Please visit the Minden
Rotary website
at www.mindenrotary.ca for further information, volunteer job
descriptions or to register as a volunteer.
There are more area vaccine clinics in Haliburton, Fenelon Falls
and Lindsay. To book an appointment visit the provincial website at
covid19.ontariohealth.ca or call:
1-833-943-3900
Vaccines are also available at
many area pharmacies.
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Kids’ Corner

BEE JOKES

What’s black and yellow and flies at 30,000 feet?
A bee on an airplane.
What buzzes, is black and yellow and goes along the
bottom of the sea?
A bee in a submarine.
What do they call a bee that can’t quit talking?
Blabb-bee.

What do bees chew?
Bumble gum!
What do you call a bee with messy hair?
A Frizz-bee.
What goes zzub-zubb when it travels?
A bee flying backwards.
If there’s a bee in my hand, what’s in my eye?
Beauty. Beauty is in the eye of the bee holder.
What is the last thing to go through a bee’s mind when
it hits a windshield?
Its stinger.
A man who went into a pet shop and said “I’d like to
buy a bee please.”
“A bee? We don’t sell bees.”
“Well you’ve got one in your window … “
What do bees use to style their hair?
Honey combs.
Why did the bee go to a skin doctor?
It had hives.
10 BEE FUN FACTS
The reason bees are so noisy is because they beat their wings
11,400 times in one minute!
Only female bees can sting. Male bees don’t have stingers.
Honey bees communicate through a series of dance moves.
A hive of bees will fly over 55,000 miles to make 1lb of honey and
can create 100lbs of honey in a year.
Bees can sense the hormone a human gives off when they’re
scared. If they feel their hive is threatened they’ll attack.
The Honey Bee is the only insect that makes food PEOPLE can eat.

Each Honey Bee from the same hive has their own specific color
identification.
The Ancient Egyptian King Pepy II came up with a clever insect
repellent. He would cover a slave completely with honey so they
would be attracted to the honey and not him.
Eating honey makes you smarter! It has an antioxidant that improves brain functions.
A bee has 5 eyes!
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby
Another coronavirus Mother’s
Day is on the horizon. While
in store shopping is not currently available there is a local curbside
pick up available right here in town if
you’d like to buy something handmade in
Canada. Maybe the Kinmount Artisans
Marketplace has something you’d like to
pick up! Contact them through their facebook page, email larry.darlenemann@gmail.com or give Darlene a call at 416 677 6681. Here’s a sneak
peak at a few of the items they offer.

Crystal
Vases

Right: A variety of handmade woodwork. Below:
Pillows and
cuddle up
throws

Keep smiling! And please keep sharing your news in the Hot Stove Leak.
Contact me at 705-488-2919 or
email : lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca.
Happy Mother’s Day!
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NEW AT COKL LIBRARIES
COGNITIVE KITS
FOR THOSE WITH DEMENTIA
Dementia (an overall term for a set of symptoms that are caused by disorders affecting
the brain) affects many Canadians. Symptoms can include short term memory loss,
change of behaviour, confusion and difficulties with language. This may affect a person’s ability to perform familiar and daily
tasks. Sadly, dementia is progressive and
will get worse. However, there are things
that can be done to improve the quality of
life for people living with dementia and to
help slow the progression of the disease.
The COKL Library now offers Cognitive
Kits that help support the skills and abilities
of people living with dementia and other
forms of cognitive impairment. The collection of 8 unique kits contains an assortment
of activities that encourage social engagement and success with daily activities.
These kits were developed in conjunction
with the Alzheimer’s Society of Peterborough, Kawartha Lakes, Northumberland and
Haliburton with the goal of keeping the
brain active and helping to prevent isolation
and stigma. Kits are free to borrow with a
valid Kawartha Lakes Public Library card
and can be borrowed for 3 weeks. You cannot renew kits. Kits must be returned during
branch opening hours as they will not fit
through the book drops. Browse the list of
Available Kits at kawarthalakeslibrary.ca.
Search the website for Cognitive Kits, then
select the kit you’d like to check out, and
complete the form. Your kit will be sent to
your preferred branch who will let you
know when it is available for pickup.
The replacement cost of a lost or damaged
kit is $60. Each kit comes with a caregiver
package that includes helpful resources, an
activity guide to help take full advantage of
the kit, and discussion questions.

BUSH FIRE ON GALWAY ROAD

Thanks to Trent Lakes Fire Fighters for
eliminating a bush fire of about 30 acres
on Galway Road April 25. Portable
equipment was used as the area was inaccessible by fire trucks. For current burning information watch Fire Zone signs or
call 1 888 822 2225 and then push #8.
Photos by Leah Parker
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TELLING IT TO THE BEES
There was a time when almost every rural
British family who kept bees followed a
strange tradition.
Whenever there was a death in the family,
someone had to go out to the hives and tell
the bees of the terrible loss that had befallen the family.
Failing to do so often resulted in further
losses such as the bees leaving the hive, or
not producing enough honey or even dying.
Traditionally, the bees were kept abreast of
not only deaths but all important family
matters including births, marriages, and
long absence due to journeys. If the bees
were not told, all sorts of calamities were
thought to happen. This peculiar custom is
known as “telling the bees”.
The practice of telling the bees may have
its origins in Celtic mythology that held
that bees were the link between our world
and the spirit world. So if you had any message that you wished to pass to someone
who was dead, all you had to do was
tell the bees and they would pass
along the message.
The typical way to tell the bees was
for the head of the household, or
“goodwife of the house” to go out to
the hives, knock gently to get the
attention of the bees, and then softly
murmur in a doleful tune the solemn
news.
Little rhymes developed over the
centuries specific to a particular
region. In Nottinghamshire, the wife
of the dead was heard singing quietly in front of the hive,
“The master's dead, but don't you
go; Your mistress will be a good
mistress to you.”
In Germany, a similar couplet was
heard,
“Little bee, our lord is dead; Leave me not
in my distress”.
But the relationship between bees and humans goes beyond superstition. It’s a fact,
that bees help humans survive. 70 of the
top 100 crop species that feed 90% of the
human population rely on bees for pollination.
Without them, these plants would cease to
exist and with it all animals that eat those
plants. This can have a cascading effect
that would ripple catastrophically up the
food chain.
Losing a beehive is much worse than losing
a supply of honey. The consequences are
life threatening.
The act of telling the bees emphasizes this
deep connection humans share with the
insect.
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Down by the river at
Austin Sawmill Park

Saturdays
9 am - 2 pm

Starting May 22

Join our mailing list
to receive updates
kinmountfarmersmarket.ca
Kinmount welcomes back the Farmers
Market on Victoria Day Weekend

KINMOUNT FOOD BANK

11 am - 1 pm
Thursday May 13 & 27
Kinmount Baptist Church
4937 Monck Road
Also Available:
Food to You Outreach Program
705 455 3060
kinmountfoodbank.ca

“The Bee Friend”, a painting by Hans Thoma (1839–1924)

ATTENTION
PATRONS

We regret to advise that due to a
change in policy at the City of
Kawartha Lakes, patrons of the
Kinmount Gazette will no longer receive tax receipts for their
donations. COKL no longer
offers donation receipts to outside community organizations.
We appreciate your
past donations and hope you
continue to support the Gazette.

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent?
Interested in retailing your creations?

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre

Check us out on Facebook!

705 488 2938 or 705 488 1414
larry.darlenemann@gmail.com
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The Hot Stove Leak cont.
THE CREMATION OF
SAM MCGEE
By Robert W. Service
Published 1907
There are strange things done in the midnight sun
By the men who moil for gold;
The Arctic trails have their secret tales
That would make your blood run cold;
The Northern Lights have seen queer
sights,
But the queerest they ever did see
Was that night on the marge of Lake Lebarge
I cremated Sam McGee.
Now Sam McGee was from Tennessee,
where the cotton blooms and blows.
Why he left his home in the South to roam
'round the Pole, God only knows.
He was always cold, but the land of gold
seemed to hold him like a spell;
Though he'd often say in his homely way
that "he'd sooner live in hell."
On a Christmas Day we were mushing our
way over the Dawson trail.
Talk of your cold! through the parka's fold
it stabbed like a driven nail.
If our eyes we'd close, then the lashes froze
till sometimes we couldn't see;
It wasn't much fun, but the only one to
whimper was Sam McGee.
And that very night, as we lay packed tight
in our robes beneath the snow,
And the dogs were fed, and the stars o'erhead were dancing heel and toe,
He turned to me, and "Cap," says he, "I'll
cash in this trip, I guess;
And if I do, I'm asking that you won't refuse my last request."
Well, he seemed so low that I couldn't say
no; then he says with a sort of moan:
"It's the cursèd cold, and it's got right hold
till I'm chilled clean through to the bone.
Yet 'tain't being dead—it's my awful dread
of the icy grave that pains;
So I want you to swear that, foul or fair,
you'll cremate my last remains."
A pal's last need is a thing to heed, so I
swore I would not fail;
And we started on at the streak of dawn;
but God! he looked ghastly pale.
He crouched on the sleigh, and he raved all
day of his home in Tennessee;
And before nightfall a corpse was all that
was left of Sam McGee.
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There wasn't a breath in that land of death,
and I hurried, horror-driven,
With a corpse half hid that I couldn't get
rid, because of a promise given;
It was lashed to the sleigh, and it seemed to
say: "You may tax your brawn and brains,
But you promised true, and it's up to you to
cremate those last remains."
Now a promise made is a debt unpaid, and
the trail has its own stern code.
In the days to come, though my lips were
dumb, in my heart how I cursed that load.
In the long, long night, by the lone firelight, while the huskies, round in a ring,
Howled out their woes to the homeless
snows— O God! how I loathed the thing.
And every day that quiet clay seemed to
heavy and heavier grow;
And on I went, though the dogs were spent
and the grub was getting low;
The trail was bad, and I felt half mad, but I
swore I would not give in;
And I'd often sing to the hateful thing, and
it hearkened with a grin.
Till I came to the marge of Lake Lebarge,
and a derelict there lay;
It was jammed in the ice, but I saw in a
trice it was called the "Alice May."
And I looked at it, and I thought a bit, and I
looked at my frozen chum;
Then "Here," said I, with a sudden cry, "is
my cre-ma-tor-eum."
Some planks I tore from the cabin floor,
and I lit the boiler fire;
Some coal I found that was lying around,
and I heaped the fuel higher;
There are strange things done in the midnight sun
By the men who moil for gold;
The Arctic trails have their secret tales
That would make your blood run cold;
The Northern Lights have seen queer
sights,
But the queerest they ever did see
Was that night on the marge of Lake Lebarge
I cremated Sam McGee.

THE STORY BEHIND THE POEM
William Sam McGee was a real person but
he was not from Tennessee. Sam was born
in Lindsay in 1868. Since the Gazette has
been featuring Klondike days and our area
connections, it seems not only like the perfect time for a reprint of this famous poem
but also the perfect time to share the a few
facts about the real Sam McGee.
Although The Cremation of Sam McGee
poem is a work of fiction, it was based on
people and things that author Robert Service actually saw in the Yukon. Lake Laberge is formed by a widening of the Yukon
River just north of Whitehorse and is still
in use by kayakers. The Alice May was
based on the derelict stern-wheeler
the Olive May that belonged to the Bennett
Lake & Klondike Navigation Co. and had
originally been named for the wife and
daughter of Albert Sperry Kerry Sr. It was
abandoned after it struck a rock near
Tagish, which is about 50 kilometres south
of Lake Laberge. Dr. Sugden used its firebox to cremate the body of Cornelius Curtin (who had died of pneumonia). The remains were then shipped to his family for
burial. (Although a boat named Alice May
sank on Lake Laberge, that happened a
decade after the publication of the poem.)
William Samuel McGee was primarily a
road builder but did indulge in some prospecting. Like others, McGee was in San
Francisco, California, at the time of
the Klondike Gold Rush and in 1898 left
for the Klondike.
In 1904, Service, who was working in
the Canadian Bank of Commerce (the predecessor of the Canadian Imperial Bank of
Commerce) branch in Whitehorse, saw
McGee's name on a form and used it in his
poem as it was a rhyme for "Tennessee".
In 1909 McGee traveled south of the Yukon to build roads, including some
in Yellowstone National Park. Eventually,
McGee and his wife moved to live with
their daughter outside of Beiseker. However, in 1930 McGee returned to the Yukon
to try prospecting along the Liard River,
but met with no success. He did however
return with an urn that he had purchased
in Whitehorse. The urns, said to contain the
ashes of Sam McGee, were being sold to
visitors! McGee spent the rest of his life at
his daughter's farm in Alberta where he
died in 1940 of a heart attack.
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Spotlight on a Lion: Trish Gatreau
The high energy dynamo of the
Kinmount Lions family: LION
Trish Gautreau
How time passes . . . Lion Trish
Gautreau has just celebrated eleven
years as a Kinmount Lion. She is a
bundle of energy in the Club that is
often the first to raise her hand and
say, “I’ll do that!” (sometimes
“Peter will do that!”) Better known
in town for years as the “Pizza
Lady”, or pizzaiola, running the
old Slice of the North take-out
restaurant to the delight of locals
and tourists alike. In the Club she
has held numerous positions dealing with Service, membership, and
Tail Twister and is now going to
take the challenge of being Club
Secretary. At Service and fundraising activities, she pulls more than
her own weight, she is always
ready to jump in where needed,
without having to be asked, and
she does it all with a smile and
good humour. Trish is also our
eagle-eyed Lion that makes sure
all food handling at events is
done correctly and safely. Beyond the Club she is also the
District Diabetes Chairperson
for our Lions district, A-16.
Lion Trish is married to Lion
Peter Gautreau and has two
daughters, Carol-Ann and Lion
Brittany. At Club meetings
Trish is a very well-rounded
Lion that debates ideas, actively
helps in planning and organizing events, creates fun games to
lighten the work and always keeps
track of birthdays in the Club.
Lion Trish has her Early Childhood Education diploma and currently works as an Educational
Assistant at Archie Stouffer Ele-

mentary School. For many years,
Trish was a Certified Swimming
Instructor in Toronto and locally,
she is perfectly fine in pools but
hates to swim in lakes and other
bodies of water where she can’t
see her feet. And despite her dislike of swimming in lakes, she
still is an avid camper. In the end,
Lion Trish is an important and
loved member of the Kinmount
Lions Family and an amazing
Lion and friend.
If you wish to know more about
this and other amazing Lions feel
free to come to one of our meetings or approach us while we
serve our community.

Your Health Centre Bulletin Board
Check out our website!
www.kdhc.ca
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Friday, May 14 at 9:00 a.m.

All are invited to join this Zoom Meeting
Please email kdhsf@kdhc.ca
to register and receive an invitation

Now at

KINMOUNT
MEDICAL CENTRE

1st Thursday Every Month

Book your

COVID-19

VACCINE APPOINTMENT
covid19.ontariohealth.ca
Or call
1-833-943-3900

WALK-INS WELCOME

CALL

705-488-2205
KINMOUNT PHARMACY
WALK IN CLINIC
OPEN MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Call for an appointment

888 930 6571
Bring Your OHIP Card
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History of Kinmount Legion
Royal Canadian Legion, John McGrath
Branch 441, Kinmount, Ontario
With such an impressive record of military
enlistment in both wars, Kinmount was a
prime location for the formation of a
branch of the Royal Canadian Legion.
Charlie Cummings organized a meeting in
1946 and the following charter members
were signed on: RW Austin, A. Austin, W.
Austin, Charlie Cummings, Mike Cummings, A.R. Douglas, W. Gilleland, Norman Gilmore, J. Mansfield, Reg McGrath,
E.R. McGrath, Rev Sigston, Dr.
M. Ranney, J.E. Taylor, Percy Welstood,
R Currah, B.E. Young, Bill Mark &
Les Emmerson. The Royal Canadian Legion Brach #441 was officially chartered
on Novenmber 15, 1946. It was christened
the John McGrath Branch after the first
Kinmount lad to fall in WW II.
A site was next on the wish list. The old
school house stood on the current site and
the residence was purchased for $600 and
remodelled by the members. The site had
to be in Galway Township for Somerville Township was still dry meaning no
alcohol could be served. This situation persists to this day! Many Kinmount residents
were concerned that the legion lounge was
located across the street from the school. A
petition was circulated protesting the liquor

licence, but a compromise was reached
whereby the lounge only opened at 4:30 pm,
after school was over! The building was
heated by a wood furnace and the fires were
kept going all night thanks to volunteers
who fired the stove in shifts!
Branch #441 soon outgrew its antiquated
building and it was obvious a larger structure was needed. The new Legion was a big
task for so small a group, but persistence
and spirit were never in short supply. A
mortgage was taken out and the 2 local lumber companies (Austin’s & Phillips) supplied materials on a pay when you can‖ basis. The present Legion Hall was completed
by 1957 and by 1965 the mortgage was
burned.
In the early days, a
dance was held every
Saturday night. The
orchestra usually consisted of Norm Graham
on fiddle, Jerry Silver &
Elaine Strauss on guitar
& Bert Bowron on banjo. Albert Crego was the
square dance caller. The
doors were never locked
and any member was
welcome to use the hall
as they wished. Women

were only allowed in if accompanied by a
member and only on Saturdays!
Much has changed over the years, but the
RCL Brach #441 Kinmount has still maintained its community spirit. RCL Branch
#441 is still a community supporter, although it has evolved and changed over
time, our branch is still there not only for
our members but for support to our local
community.

In Loving Memory of Scott “Scotty” Gordon Charity
April 27, 1965 – April 13, 2021

It is with heavy hearts and great sadness that we announce the passing of Scott Gordon Charity on April 13,
2021, at the age of 55 with the love of his life Karen by his side. Scotty is survived by his parents Gord and
Dawn and his brothers Stuart (Theresa) and Stephen (Stacey). He will be greatly missed by his niece, nephews, family, friends & neighbours.
Scotty was the third generation of his family to live and work on Crystal Lake. One of his proudest life moments was building the beautiful home on the Lake that he and Karen shared together. After hanging up his
butcher’s apron, Scotty started his own business, “Knot for Charity Carpentry”. He provided skilled carpentry work to homeowners and cottagers as well as building and installing decks, docks, painting and staining. Scotty was known for his attention to detail and perfection in every job that he did, regardless of the
size of the job.
Scotty was an avid outdoorsman, who loved to snowmobile, fish, swim and cruise Crystal Lake in his boat
“Scott Free”. He was easily recognized wherever he went wearing his trademark bandanna and dark sunglasses. Scotty enjoyed to cook and experiment with new recipes and couldn’t go to bed without a bowl of
ice cream. He loved listening to music, especially his favourite band Lynyrd Skynyrd, and watching wrestling matches, outdoor related or nature type shows on TV. Scotty was also a huge fan of the Leafs and the
Blue Jays.
In keeping with Scotty’s wishes, cremation has taken place and due to the Covid-19 restrictions, a celebration of his life will be held at a
later date.
We wish to thank the Doctors, Nurses and staff at both, the Sunnybrook Odette Cancer Centre and the Peterborough Hospice as well as
the many friends and family members who provided support, care and comfort to both Scotty and Karen over the past several years.
For those who wish, memorial donations in Scotty’s name can be made to the Gord Downie Fund for Brain Cancer Research at the Sunnybrook Hospital www.donate.sunnybrook.ca/tribute or the Peterborough Hospice www.hospicepeterborough.org/donate/ or can be
arranged through the Gordon A. Monk Funeral Home Ltd., P.O. Box 427, Minden K0M 2K0
www.gordonmonkfuneralhome.com
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The Galwegians by Bill Lee
As Covid-19 cases continue in the wrong
direction, the recent cycles of opening up
Ontario, followed by locking down Ontario, appears to not be working. In this latest
“stay-at-home’ order, the Galway Hall continues to remain closed until further notice.
For the month of May, the funniest word
added to the 2020 dictionary is “Amirite”.
No, it is neither a rock or mineral found in
Galway Township. This word is the informal variant spelling of the phrase, “Am I
right?” It is used to elicit agreement or solidarity at the end of an observation. This
word can also be used facetiously to undermine or mock the proceeding observation.
With the first rain we had during the second full week of April, did you notice a
pleasant, earthy smell right after the first
raindrops began to fall on the dry soil?
That smell is called ‘petrichor’ and the
word is constructed from Greek petra
(rock) or petros (stone) and ichor (the fluid
that flows in the veins of the gods of Greek
mythology). This odour is caused by the
water from the raindrops mixing with certain compounds in the soil like ozone, geosmin, and plant oils. Remember the
weather on Good Friday morning this year?
The wind was from the North, the temperature was cool, and it was sunny. Actually, it
was a ‘Bluebird Sky’ day for most of the
day. Weather lore states that the way the
weather is and/or the direction of the wind
is the way it will be for forty days. In the
first sixteen days of observations of this
lore, 3 days were Bluebird Sky days, 5 days
the winds blew from a northerly direction
while for 7 days, the winds have been from
the east, south-east. Note, May 10th is the
final day of this observation. Does anyone
else think that spring 2021 came early? On
Clear Bay, this year’s “ice-out” date was
Wednesday, April 7th. Historically, the iceout date used is April 22nd. Nature’s spring
orchestra has been performing throughout
these early spring days. The percussion
section has a variety of woodpeckers that
are joined by some ruffed grouse
(partridges). Chipmunks and red squirrels
also contribute to this section. The horn
section is dominated by Canada geese but
some ducks and one lone trumpeter swan
have made their contributions to date. And
then there is the choir! Spring peepers and
other frogs, migrating songbirds, red-eye
vireos, robins, kingfishers, loons, owls,
crows, ravens, wild turkeys, red-wing
blackbirds, evening grosbeaks, chickadees,
mourning doves, and so many more. Here
is a friendly spring reminder. Be wary and
mindful of all the critters that are on or near
our roadways and highways. Turtles, sala-
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Food Fanatic by Michelle Barkwell
manders, frogs, snakes, wild turkeys, deer,
moose, fox, hares, ruffed grouse, and this list
too could go on and on. Remember, safety
first (especially your safety) if you choose to
assist a turtle across a road. As bug season
looms, many animals seek the openness of our
roadways, hoping to find relief from the
swarms of insects. Speaking of our roadways
and highways, the disappearance of the snow
has revealed the litter that motorists have
thrown along the sides of our roads. C’mon
people! Really?
With more time on our hands and nowhere to
go, have you noticed the catkins hanging on
some of the trees? The catkins on the Alder
are the first to shed pollen in spring. The Pussy Willow, also called the Goat Willow, and
the White Poplar have separate male and female trees. The Beech, Hazel, and Silver
Birch also have catkins. Catkins usually do
not rely on pollinators to spread their pollen.
Catkins simply release their pollen into the
wind instead. Wind-pollinated trees can be a
source of springtime allergies. On a recent,
early morning jog, I found a spotted salamander on East Clear Bay Road. Although it
would be attempting to gain whatever heat
from the road surface there was, it was in a
dicey position for vehicular traffic. Since I
was wearing gloves, I picked it up and relocated it away from the road. The spotted salamander’s spots are yellow in colour. Did you
know that spotted salamanders can live for
over 30 years in the wild? Let’s face it folks!
Most of us are probably more than a little
weary from the lockdowns and the stay-athome directives that we have faced for more
than a year now. However, visualize this! An
Eastern Red-Backed Salamander’s range over
its lifespan is one square metre! Without intentionally looking for these little creatures,
three have already been located on our property. “Stay-at-home” does not appear to be an
issue for these little creatures. Year 3 of
“Shamrocking Galway” is getting started. By
the time you receive this May edition, there
should be 28 mini-pots planted with the
‘corms’ from last year’s plants. Stay tuned for
updates on the success of the 2021 purple
shamrock crop by visiting
www.galwayhall.ca.

Warm weather is on its way. Let's always wear our masks and follow the
rules. Be safe.

Simple Strawberry Skillet Cake

2 cups flour
2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp baking soda
1/4 tsp salt
1/2 cup + 1 tbsp butter, room temperature
1 cup greek yogurt
2 eggs, beaten
1 cup maple syrup
1 tsp vanilla
1 cup strawberries, hulled and halved
lengthwise, plus more for serving
(optional)
icing sugar, for serving
Place a 10-inch cast iron skillet in the
oven and preheat to 350F. Combine the
flour, baking soda and salt in a bowl,
and set aside. In a separate, bowl whisk
1/2 cup of the butter until soft and
fluffy, then mix in the yogurt and eggs.
Stir in the maple syrup and vanilla. Add
the dry ingredients all at once and mix
until just combined.
Remove the skillet from the oven and
add 1 tbsp of butter. Using oven mitts to
hold the skillet, swirl the butter around
to coat the entire pan. Pour in the batter
and use the back of a spoon to spread it
into an even layer. Top with the strawberries.
Using oven mitts, place the skillet back
into the oven and bake for 35 minutes,
until the cake is lightly browned and a
knife or toothpick inserted into the centre of the cake comes out clean. Let
cool, sprinkle with icing sugar and
serve.

Rhubarb Soda

Simmer 3 cups chopped rhubarb, 1 1/2
cups water and 1 cup sugar over medium heat until broken down and syrupy,
15-20 minutes. Let cool completely,
then strain through a cheesecloth-lined
sieve, pressing on the solids. Mix 2-4
tablespoons with 1 cup soda water.
Triple Citrus Soda
Simmer 1/2 cup each orange, lime and
grapefruit juice with 1 cup sugar over
medium heat until syrupy, 15-20
minutes; strain. Let cool completely.
Mix 1-2 tablespoons to 1 cup soda water.
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In the Lions Den by J.C. Lagrange

Royal Canadian Legion

John McGrath
Branch 441
Kinmount, Ontario
705-488-3462

HALL RENTALS
705-488-3462

Kinmount Agricultural Society
(Kinmount Fair Board)
Celebrating 150 Years!
Labour Day Weekend

2021

kinmountfair.net

Summer 2021 and COVID-19, an
unwanted sequel.
As of the writing of this column it is
the beginning of the stay-at-home
order in Ontario. At this point I
think they should make glue out of
the COVID-19 virus because it is
quite evident that it sure sticks
around. For the Kinmount Lions all
this means that our main yearly
fundraiser, our Summer Draw for a
chainsaw carved bench, is likely not
possible and it will again be a big
financial hit for the Club. Perhaps a
late-summer/fall draw for a smaller
carving will have to suffice or can
come up with a new fundraising
event. The pandemic is beyond our
control and we will have to be creative if there is a way to raise some
funds. Our Lions Club can focus on
hands-on Service activities, but it is
worrying that our Club may run too
low on funds to donate; let us hope
it doesn’t get to that.
For all Lions Clubs, April and May
are unusual months because it is a
time of change with Club elections,
planning for the busier summer activities and, the thing common to
most organizations, . . . conventions.
These are large meetings where
leaders beyond the Club are elected,
Lions are spot lit and recognised,
friends socialize and reconnect, and
Lions regionally, provincially and
around the world are re-energized.
In 2020 almost all our Conventions
were cancelled, and this was heartbreaking and a source of many problems. This year we are forced to
hold virtual conventions and while it
is not the same, we are embracing
change and doing our best to keep
our Clubs and movement healthy.
The biggest loss was that this year’s
Lions Clubs International Convention, an event drawing ten to thirty
thousand Lions each year, was to be
in Montréal this summer. That is a
lot of lost tourism revenue and a

great disappointment to the Lions
Clubs in Quebec.
Let’s continue our review of the
five Global Causes that Lions
Clubs International is promoting
to their Clubs as they engage in
Service activities. Once again,
they are Diabetes, Vision, Childhood Cancer, Hunger, and the
Environment. Last month we covered Childhood Cancer and we
will now go over the environment.
The environment is a hard Global
Cause to promote because it
branches off into so many urgent
areas of concern. Biodiversity,
pollution and e-waste, oceans,
clean water, clean air, collapsing
ecosystems, and many other issues compete for our time and can
force us to give up trying. As our
efforts dealing with environment
expand, with many younger Lions
and Leos around the globe in the
forefront, there are traditional
areas that most Clubs, including
ours, have embraces over the
years. Trash pickup activities, ewaste collection, and tree planting
are quite popular with Lions having planted tens of millions of
trees worldwide in the last few
years.
The Kinmount Lions Club does its
share for the environment having
an yearly trash pick-up in town,
along with the Girl Guides and
Sparks, our e-waste collection
events, and some tree planting
efforts over the years (despite
having LOTS of trees all around
us.)

Letter to the Editor
Kinmount Library Pickup Service Hours:
Thursday and Saturday 10 am – 2 pm

For Updates
Visit kawarthalakeslibrary.ca
Page 16

For all the folks who are responsible for the fine work done to get
out and distribute the Kinmount
Gazette...Thank You! My mother
certainly enjoys reading the newsletter at the Victoria Manor.
Brenda, Davis Lake

Editor’s Note: Thank you for your
generous donation on behalf of
your mother. Glad she is enjoying
reading the Kinmount Gazette!
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Klondike Gold Rush Part II
In the last issue of the Gazette, we featured
a story of two local men (from Lakefield)
who joined the Yukon Gold Rush in 1898.
The letter, published in a local newspaper)
described the trip over the Chilcoot Pass in
the fall of 1898. The Lakefield lads paid
packers to carry their stuff over the Chilcoot Pass. Gold seekers were not allowed
into Canada unless they had 2,000 pounds
of food for each man. The Mounties strictly
enforced this rule at the top of the Pass. An
average man could carry 100 pounds up the
Pass in each load, so it took 20 loads per
person. Two loads a day was average. Below is a recommended list of stuff each
sourdough should take with him.
Here is part II of their journey.
“October 4, 1898. We are still at Sheep’s
Camp (bottom of the Chilcoot) and I will
tell you a little of my life here. You would
naturally think this is quite a town by this
letter head. It is the letter head of one of
two houses built four logs high with an old
canvas for a roof. They carry on a dry
goods and grocery business. We have all
our stuff packed up, and Strickland went
over and got the newspaper for two bits (25
cents). We have 8 loads of our stuff over
the summit and are waiting for a fine day to
take the rest over, which is now waiting in
camp and we are quite crowded. We did
our baking: flapjacks and dried fruit. Some-

times we would get tired of our own
cooking and buy some. It is cold and
snowing. We woke up the other morning with the tent nearly full of snow, so
we packed up our stuff ready for the
packers, left it in the tent and moved
over to a hotel. There were cracks in
the flour and inch openings in the
walls. Men were sleeping on the floor
and we almost froze to death.
Next morning, we went to the bottom
of the Pass to get men to pack us over,
but the weather was so bad no one
would venture out. There are drifts of
snow eight feet deep, tents buried up
and the horses have no feed and are
freezing to death. It is a shame to see
the poor animals. The men camped at
the foot of the summit have to carry
their wood four miles through four feet
of snow. From here, for 12 miles on
our trail, there is no wood. People have
frozen to death at the summit this fall.
We intend to stop here until men pack
our stuff over the summit to Crater
Lake where we can meet our stuff.
There is many a man here selling
out his outfit and going back home
broke. The packers are selling
some of the men’s outfits to get
their pay. I often wish the people
of Lakefield could see us here.
After tea last night, it was a
sight to see us getting our
beds made. Strickland and I
got three branches to sleep on
to keep us off the floor. It was
much better. You could not step
on the floor for men sleeping.

They even slept on top of the tables. There are
all classes of men here: lawyers, doctors, preachers, clerks and men of all trades. It is a hard
sight: they are sitting on the top of the stove to
keep themselves warm, and I had to go over to
the stove many times to warm myself while writing. I have to watch for my chance to send the
letters today, so I do not know if you will receive
them or not. Darcy Strickland is about 60 miles
ahead of me.
Twenty miles from here where they build boats
(Crater Lake) and one nutmeg sells for one dollar, one pound of pitch for one dollar, one candle
for 50 cents, one pound 3 inch wire nails $4 and
one meal $1.50. So you see, it takes money to go
through. Remember me to all the boys and tell
them I will write whenever I can. I will write to
you when I get to Lake Tagish, so will say goodbye for now.” W Baptie.

“Packers” getting ready to pack the ton of
supplies over Chilcoot Pass.

VOLUME 13 IS HERE!
Thank you to our current Patrons

Crystal Lake Cottagers Assoc,
Barry & Judy Waters
Jack & Shirley DeFinney
Paddy Carter
Allan & Diane Ingram
Anne & John Galilee
Bruce & Barbara Stienburg
Mary Jane & Jerry Tyndale
Brian & Nancy Lemire
The Hubbard Family
Michelle & Darrell Pantalone
Raymond Chiasson
Fay O’Neill
Marilyn Andrews
Bruce & Debbie Peck
Teresa Wallwin
The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication
produced by volunteers & is financially dependant
on support through advertising & donations.

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron?

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o Lynne Kilby
P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0
Make cheques payable to Kinmount Gazette
Please Note: Tax Receipts No Longer Available due to policy change at COKL
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CGC Ltd.

Warren Gas Services
25 Years Serving Kinmount & Area
PRO

PHONE
:
(705)
PROPANE
488SERVICES
3294

SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION PROPANE FURNACES, FIRE PLACES
BBQ'S, WATER HEATERS

BLAINE WARREN
Certified Gas Technician
CGC_LTD@hotmail.com

705-488-3294

Kinmount Educational Bursary
Bursary Update: This is a reminder to any eligible, local students interested in pursuing a post-secondary education this fall. The application
deadline for a potential bursary from the Kinmount and District Bursary
Committee is Tuesday, June 15th, 2021. Complete details regarding eligibility, application details, and forms may be found at
www.kinmount.ca and www.galwayhall.ca.
Who is eligible for the Kinmount Bursary?
Academic Requirements:
Accepted to a recognized post secondary institution ( University, College or Trade School).
Candidates must have a satisfactory overall academic standing.
Bursary Eligibility:
Bursary applicants are eligible to apply for their first and second year
post secondary studies.
Bursary applicants must apply for and have been awarded OSAP funding.
Bursary applicants must live within a 15 km radius of Kinmount.
Documents Required:
A completed and signed Bursary Application within the specified deadline as state:
Proof of address 1) a copy of your Driver’s License showing your current address or 2) a copy of any other Government issued document
showing your current address.
See kinmount.ca for application

DO YOU HAVE A 2021 GRADUATE?
CELEBRATE THEIR SUCCESS IN THE KINMOUNT GAZETTE
Send us a digital photo of your graduate and
we will highlight their accomplishment in an
upcoming edition.
Photos should be emailed to:
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca
Please use subject line:

MAY HIGH FIVE CLUB
HAPPY BIRTHDAY

The Kinmount Tartan
Men’s Cap - Tartan Scarf
Tammy - Men’s Tie

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace or

Contact Diane at 705-488-2635
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Shirley Definney, Craig Burk, Linda Snodden, Russell Snodden
Julie Crego, Billy Fountain, Kristi Crego, Faith Bowman
Joanna Shaw, Alayha Crego, Kacey Crego, Lynne Bowman
Michelle Newman, Jessica Graham, Kathy Crego
John Austin, Doug Pearson, Gerard Pearson, Stephanie Jones
Marjorie Paradis, Lori Scott, Sebastian Duwyn-Tan
Peyton Duwyn-Tan, Justin Rankin, Jodi Crego, Alison Heacock
Give Your High Five by Friday May 21 for the June edition
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca

Kinmount Gazette

Kinmount Commi ttee for Planning and Economic Development

Kinmount...Explore Our Heritage, Experience Our Charm!
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COMMITTEE

Spot the Shot

Guy Scott, Editor
P.O. Box 249
Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0
Phone: 705-488-3182
E-mail: gdsscott@mail.com

Each edition we feature a photo from
the Kinmount Area. We challenge you
to identify the spot.
Submissions of photos welcome. Please
submit to the editor via email with a
detailed description of the spot you
have captured.

We’re on the Web
www.kinmount.ca

Last month’s Spot the Shot: The towers
at Kinmount Library.

Gazette Committee:

Lynne Kilby, Staff Writer/Advertising
Mary Lou Ferguson, Finance
Jane Austin, Publisher/Subscriptions

From the Editor’s Desk
The other day I was out and
about when I stopped at a local
church to have a look around.
The gate to the cemetery was
open, as if inviting everyone to
come in and look around. The
church was old (circa 1870s) and
had a lot of history. It even had a
historical plaque on the property.
While it had been “kept up”, it
had not been used for at least 2
years due to the Covid-19 lockdowns. Maybe it hadn’t been
used before the pandemic as
well? I got to wondering: “What
will happen to this piece of local
history?” The pandemic will be
over, sometime, but will this old
church even start up again? How
many other churches or buildings
are in the same boat? What other
events or organizations will not
“be back” after the pandemic?
Will our society ever be the same
again? Would these groups have
withered away anyways, pandemic or not? What will our
community look like postpandemic?
I began to mull over groups in the
“threatened” category. Certainly,
there will be casualties after the
pandemic. But how many? What
will be “gone”? The thoughts
scared me. As a lover of history, I
don’t want to see the old landmarks go. I hate to see communi-

ty organizations disappear and
our culture downgraded. Our
society will be poorer for their
loss.
What can we, as citizens of the
community, do? I guess the issue
of what will survive the pandemic is up to us; the people of the
community. The organizations
and events are only successful
because we will them to be successful. Local events will occur
because we support them. Businesses will exist because we patronize them. And buildings will
still exist because we will use
them.
I believe the pandemic will soon
be over. What survives or flourishes will depend on how the
residents react. We can pick up
our lifestyles after a two-year
hiatus or get our “lives back” if
we put forth the effort. So be
ready! It will take all our efforts
to save as much of the prepandemic world as we can.
This is Census Year. It has been
announced the census will happen in May. The forms will be
sent by mail. The Census is an
important even: a snapshot of our
community at one moment. I use
the census a lot for historical research. It is important to participate.

SUBMISSION DEADLINE
for June 2021 Edition
Friday, May 21, 2021
I had my Covid vaccination
this month. I attended the Minden Arena and I was impressed
with the efficiency of the whole
operation. It only took 30
minutes, the staff were well
organized and chipper and I felt
very comfortable with the
whole event. Congratulations
to everyone, especially the
many volunteers who gave
their time for the betterment of
their community. Try it out
yourself!
The Gazette lost one of its most
loyal business advertisers when
Scott Charity passed away.
Scott was a long-time resident
of Crystal Lake and worked for
me at the IGA. He is gone far
too young.
The Barn Quilt Trail project is
still going ahead. We have had
several people express an interest in participating. Contact the
editor if you are interested.
A small forest fire livened up

the area along the Galway
Road on April 24. A lot of fire
trucks (8 or 9) showed up,
which was an impressive
show of the fire organization.
I believe Spring is arriving
early this year. I measure
spring by the arrival of our
bird friends. The Sandhill
Cranes are back and my harbingers of the good weather,
the barn swallows, arrived in
April for the first time I can
remember! They feed on insects, so…. get ready! The
green grass seems to be early
as well: I love cutting grass in
April! GS
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P.O. Box 286
Kinmount, On
K0M 2A0

(705) 488-2919
e-mail: paul.silver@sympatico.ca

JC’s Cuts & More
WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME
3718 County Road 121
Just south of town

705-488-1148

Open Wed. & Thurs. 9-5, Fri. & Sat 9-3

David Anderson
705-488-2005
Christine Weerdenburg 705-488-2114
Kinmount

SHOP TAX FREE!

ARTISANS
MARKETPLACE

Lower Level

Kinmount Community Centre

705-488-1414
10 am - 4 pm
Friday - Sunday

Boat & Slip
Rental
705 488 2011

Tax Receipts issued
for donations of $25+

CARPENTRY - ROOFING - SIDING & MORE

Cedar Decking, Assorted Lumber
Trim & V joint, Custom Sawing
Burnt River, Ontario
Roger 705-454-2219
Phillip 705-879-9404

Become a Gazette Patron!

Now Booking Spring Projects

Hodgson Brothers
Lumber

Don’t forget to tell our advertisers you saw their ad in
THE KINMOUNT GAZETTE

25+ years serving the area

Local Visual Arts
Handcrafts
Gifts & Collectibles
Books & Souvenirs

416 677 6681
larry.darlenemann@gmail.com

Where ads live on!
Kinmount Gazette
at kinmount.ca

PAUL SILVER

