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navatnssysla in north central 

Iceland. At the beginning of the 

1870s, there were limited op-

portunities in Iceland for young 

couples. The population was 

growing and as a result there 

was not sufficient land for 

young couples to form their 

own household and establish 

themselves as independent 

farmers. Instead, young people 

were forced to spend longer 

periods of time either as serv-

ants or lodgers on the farms of 

others. As a result, increasing 

numbers of young Icelanders 

began to look to emigration as 

a way to better their situation.  

In 1874 Kristmundur and Sig-

urlaug and two infants joined 

the second large group of emi-

grants to leave Iceland. In the 

late summer they boarded the 

SS St Patrick at the northern 

port of Saudarkrokur.       Con-

tinued on p. 6                This 

Winnipeg takes up the story 

of the Kristmundur Benja-

minsson family: 

ñOn September 25, 1877 Sig-

urlaug Bjornsdottir gave birth 

to a baby girl in a log cabin 

north of what is now the town 

of Gimli Manitoba. This baby 

was likely the seventh child 

born to Sigurlaug and her 

husband Kristmundur Benja-

minsson since their marriage 

in 1867. Rev Pall Thorlaks-

son christened the new baby 

girl Rannveig Sigriour 

Kristmundsdottir. (Most Ice-

landers did not use family 

names. Instead they use pat-

ronyms; a personôs second 

name is a combination of the 

fatherôs first name and the 

suffix son (son) or dottir 

(daughter) depending on the 

personôs gender. ) 

Little Rannveigôs parents 

were from the county of Hu-

An excerpt from a family tree 

Everyone knows the story of the 

Icelandic settlement at Kin-

mount.  The year was (October) 

1875 when a group of 350 Ice-

landic settlers were brought to 

Kinmount to work on the Victo-

ria Railway. They stayed less 

than a full year before departing 

for Gimli Manitoba. A poignant 

sculpture ñIn the Presence of a 

Soulò graces the Railway Yard 

in their memory. Nothing else 

tangible remains to mark their 

place in Kinmount History.  

It was often declared that no 

descendents of the original set-

tlers live in the area. Well that is 

incorrect. It has recently come to 

the attention of the Gazette that 

we do have a direct descendent 

of one Icelandic pioneer family 

living at Kinmount. Research 

has uncovered the tale of this 

family. Ryan Eyford, a professor 

of history at the University of 
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Inside this issue: 

Without our advertisers, this 

Gazette would not be possible.   

The advertisers for this edition 

are listed below.  You will note 

an asterisk beside those busi-

nesses who have been with us 

from the beginning (52 issues 

and growing!).  Please remember 

to mention to our advertisers that 

you appreciate their support of 

the Gazette. 

 

Artisans Marketplace* 

Austin Lumber Castle Building 

Centre* 

BCH Tax* 

Bobôs Appliance* 

Brian Sprayson 

Charity Carpentry 

Brian & Sandy Countryman 

Daveôs Property Management 

Diane Knupp 

RE/MAX Diane & Vic Spring* 

Dudman Construction* 

Kinmount Agricultural Society* 

Brian Ferguson 

Gateway General Store & Café* 

John Bryant Insurance 

Kawartha Credit Union* 

Kinvale Restaurant 

RCL Branch 441* 

Kinmount Lionôs Club* 

Mansfield Plumbing 

K.D.H.S.F. Medical Centre* 

Kinmount Pharmacy* 

Quilters Inn 

Randy Beacler 

Shepherd Septic Systems 

Shields Home Hardware 

Slice of the North* 

South Wind Motel* 

Kinmount TimBR Mart* 

Total Foot Care 

Tubbyôs Leisure Products 

Cathy King Video 

Coboconk & Haliburton 

Funeral Homes 

New Earth Wellness 

Hair Shop Coboconk 

Paul Silver Construction* 

 

If you would like your busi-

ness ad featured in the Ga-

zette call Yvette Brauer at 

705-488-2282 or email 

hgbrauer@sympatico.ca.  

Rates are reasonable and 

ads are automatically fea-

tured in full colour online at 

kinmount.ca. 

Thank You to Our Advertisers for Volume Five 

by John McCrae      Dec. 8, 1915 



quiet crossroads hamlet. Today 

it contains a general store and 

some houses. Even the Meth-

odist Church is closed and 

used as an antique store. 

 

Centreville (South Mona-

ghan) 

 

Two concession roads north 

was located the crossroads 

hamlet of Centreville. Since 

this name was very, very com-

mon throughout Ontario, the 

name was changed to South 

Monaghan  upon being granted 

a post office in 1846. The 

hamlet contained the usual 

amenities: a hotel, blacksmith, 

general store, school and its 

most famous landmark: the 

Centreville United Church. 

boundary line contained zero 

mills, but lots of churches! 

 

Baillieboro 

 

The southernmost community 

along the Cavan Township 

portion of the road is Baillie-

boro. The main structure was a 

pioneer inn run by a James 

Graham. A post office was 

established at the site as early 

as 1830. Before the arrival of 

railways, traffic on the Road 

was heavy; it being the main 

(only) route into Peterborough 

from the south. Originally 

called ñGrahamsò, the post 

office established in 1830 used 

the name Bloomfield. But 

there was another village in 

Prince Edward County by the 

same name and in 1860 the 

hamlet was renamed Baillie-

boro. This was the name of a 

village (complete with castle) 

in County Cavan, Ireland. How 

appropriate! 

Baillieboro prospered during 

the 1800s. By 1851 it had 100 

residents and was home to a 

dozen businesses including a 

carriage maker, tannery, coop-

erage, blacksmith and at least 2 

hotels. Oh yes, and 2 churches.  

As businesses gravitated to the 

larger centres and the railway 

replaced the Peterborough 

Road, the village faded into a 

One of the earliest pioneer 

roads to our area ran from 

Port Hope straight north, past 

Rice Lake, to Peterborough. 

Once it hit the bottom end of 

Sturgeon Lake, it stopped. In 

the 1850s, this road was re-

started at Bobcaygeon and 

built straight north to Dorset 

and named the Bobcaygeon 

Road. If you look on a map or 

on a photo from space, you 

can see the line of the Bob-

caygeon Road running majes-

tically due north from Lake 

Ontario towards North Bay. 

Along the southern route 

(Port Hope to Peterborough), 

a number of small pioneer 

crossroads hamlets sprang up 

at regular intervals along the 

Road. A crossroads hamlet 

grew up where a concession 

sideroad crossed the main 

road. The hamlets usually 

consisted of a hotel to house 

travellers on the road, a black-

smith to cater to the animal 

welfare and stores, churches, 

schools, etc as necessity dic-

tated. In its southernly course, 

the Bobcaygeon Road was the 

boundary between various 

townships in Durham County 

on the west and Peterborough 

County on the east. Today, 

this stretch of Road is called 

Highway #28. 

The pioneer road was home to 

4 such crossroads hamlets in 

the Township of Cavan alone. 

These small communities 

were partially in Peterborough 

and partially in Durham 

Counties. (Cavan Township 

was part of Durham County 

until the 1970s when it trans-

ferred to Peterborough Coun-

ty). This line of crossroads 

hamlets has been jokingly 

called ñChurch Rowò. There 

were 5 churches along this 

stretch of present Highway 

#28. While the Centre Line of 

Cavan could be called ñMill 

Rowò because it housed a 

series of mills, the east 
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Above:  Centreville 

Presbyterian Church 

built in 1863;  

Left:  Main Street 

(Hwy. 28) of Baillie-

boro. 



Christmas Open House  

 

 

Saturday, December 1st  
Kinmount Community Centre  

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 
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Ruston Steam Engine in Irondale 
Submitted by Paul Clement 

A sunny September afternoon in Iron-

dale was the perfect setting for a re-

union of sorts between men and ma-

chine. 

As a collector of antique engines and 

vintage British diesels in particular I 

anxiously replied to an online ad in 

2011 for 2 Ruston and Hornsby diesel 

engines that were once used to power 

grain elevators in Saskatchewan. 

These engines were brought to Ontar-

io in 1982 by Charlie Stahn and his 

Son Dave as the majestic grain eleva-

tors, once the icon of the Prairies, 

were being reduced to piles of tim-

bers in the name of progress. As a 

young man in Saskatchewan Charlie 

would marvel at the rhythmic pulse of 

these very 2 engines powering the 

elevators at Lakenheath and Stone-

henge. 

With good intentions Charlie careful-

ly stored the engines away with 

thoughts of restoring them and taking 

them to display at various steam 

shows around Southern Ontario. As 

time progressed the demands of Fam-

ily life, Church and a Teaching career 

trumped the desire to restore these 

brutes. 

Fast forward to 2012 having bought 

the engines the 

previous year and 

restoring them to 

running condition 

it was the pleasure 

of my Wife Mar-

garet and I to host 

Charlie and his 

wife Marion, their 

son Dave and his 

Wife Randi as 

well as Grandson 

Sebastian to help 

start the one en-

gine, Charlieôs thirty year dream 

coming to fruition. 

I took the duty of hand cranking 

the massive 1000 lb flywheels up 

to speed while Charlie manned 

the controls and at my signal the 

big engine lumbered to life, 

barking out for all to hear and 

then smoothing out into an al-

most silent 160 rpm. Charlie 

shook my hand, gave 2 thumbs 

up and then stood back to watch, 

his thoughts far away in time and 

place. He was back in the Prai-

ries once again. 

After stopping the engine Charlie 

and Dave took a turn starting the 

Ruston and then after another 

brief stop Dave and Sebastian 

took a turn and once again lit the 

engine with Sebastian on the 

crank handle. 

There you have it readers. Three 

generations of one family all 

running the same engine the 

same day.  A heartwarming 

event that made for lasting mem-

ories. 

 

Charlie Stahn (left, Dave Stahn 

(right) Paul Clement (Back) 

with Ruston Engine in Irondale.   

Kinmount Artisans Guild 
MISTLETOE MAGIC  
Craft & Bake Sale  

10 am - 2 pm Saturday November 17 
                    Kinmount Community Centre  

                Live Music, Luncheon, Country Raffle 
                   Admission Free but donations for the Food Bank appreciated 

THANK YOU  

 
The Board of Directors of the Kinmount Agricultural  

Society wish to thank the  countless number of volunteers 

whose efforts help made the 2012 Kinmount Fair possible.  

Thank you also, to our Friends of the Fair, vendors and  

exhibitors.  And last but not least, to all visitors, thank you 

for your continued support and see you in 2013! 

REMEMBRANCE DAY  

SERVICE 

 

Sunday November 11 

11:00 a.m. 

Kinmount Cenotaph 



Firewood  

All Hardwood  

Delivery Available 

Brian @ 705.488.1828 
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The White Valley Chemical Company 

 

705-488-2266 

The Township of Harvey has 

some unique geological features. 

It is a contact point between the 

Canadian Shield to the north and 

the Great Lakes-St Lawrence 

Lowlands to the south. The 

Shield covers 2/3 of Canadaôs 

landmass and is composed of 

hard rocks: especially granite. 

The Great Lakes Lowlands con-

tain large sections of deep fertile 

farmland. Many of the rocks here 

are softer limestone. The topog-

raphy of southern Harvey is com-

posed of limestone. Harvey has 

always been a site of quarrying, 

with the limestone rock either 

crushed for road gravel or the 

larger, flat cap rock used in land-

scaping. There are numerous quar-

ries old and new in the Nogies 

Creek area. 

North of Nogies Creek lies several 

small lakes: prime sites for deposits 

of marl. Marl is a lime rich mud 

called calcium carbonate, found 

mostly in lake bottoms. It is used in 

such diverse industries as cement & 

explosives. In the 1940s a deposit of 

mark just off the White Valley Road 

west of Nogies Creek became the 

site of the White Valley Chemical 

Company. The marl was dredged 

from the bottom of the lake and 

processed on site. For several years 

it was a going concern. Eventually 

the site was abandoned, but the 

White Valley Road was kept open. 

BOBôS APPLIANCE SERVICE  
R ep a i r s  t o  a l l  Ma j o r  B ran d  Names 

 
R e f r i g e r a t o r sðR a n g e sðD i s h w a s h e r s 

M i c r o w a v e sðW a s h e r sðD r y e r sð F r e e z e r s 

A i r  C o n d i t i o n e r s  

 

 

N e w  a n d  U s e d  S a l e s  &  P a r t  S a l e s 
 

7  D a y s  a  W e e k 

R R # 1 ,  K i n m o u n t ,  O N  705-488-2274 

705-488-1349 
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NOVEMBER HIGH FIVE CLUB  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
Lynne Kilby, Amelia Austin, Tiffany Snoddon, Tyler Crego 

Corey Callaghan, Jonathan Hartin, Carson Jones, Tom Day 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

KINMOUNT BURSARY RECIPIENTS 
Jesse Silver, Megan Pearson, Julie Crego, Megan Strong,  

Carol Ann Gautreau, Julie Crego, Robert Crober, Jessica Lang.  

Meredith March, Erika Warren 

 
Christine Green and Wayne Ferren  

on the birth of their son Michael George Arthur Ferren 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  
Cindy and Rick Watson 

 

Give Your High Five by November 16 for the December Gazette 

kinmountgazette@hotmail.com 

GREETINGS OF THE YULETIDE 
Annual Music Night with the Mundell Family 

Roast Beef Dinner and Loonie Auction 
Saturday, December 8th at the Galway Hall 

Tickets $15.00 
Call Diane at 705 -488-2635 

Historical Society Bus Tour 

The Galway Cav-

endish Harvey 

Historical Society 

went on their an-

nual bus tour to 

Durham Region.  

Clockwise from top 

left:  Lucy Maud 

Montgomery 

House; the Sharon 

Temple; the Foster 

Memorial; the  

Tyrone Water-

powered Grist Mill 
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WE ARE A CARING COMMUNITY  

 
On October 19 fire struck a member of our community.   

A trust fund has been established at  

Kawartha Credit Union  

to help the victim with basic life necessities. 

 

Donations gratefully accepted. 

Thanks for your generosity! 

The Kinmount & District Education 

Bursary Fund Committee is pleased to 

announce the recipients of the 

2012/2013 Bursary Fund listed in this 

editionôs High Five on page 4.   

 

We wish them great success in their studies. The Commit-

tee would like to graciously thank all of the Donors for 

their generosity. Stay Tuned for news of the 2nd Annual 

Kinmount & District Education Bursary Fund Dinner & 

Loonie Auction to be held February 2, 2013. 


