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Friends and Neighbours: 
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Combermere is a small community on the Madawaska 
River near Barryôs Bay. It is strategically located at the 
point where the Madawaska River empties into the large 
Lake Kamaniskeg. The first settlement started in 1854 as 
lumbermen ascended the Madawaska River. A bridge 
was built across the River and the hamlet was named 
Dennisonôs Bridge after the Dennison family. They built 
an inn at the spot called the Hudson House. After several 
fires, the current re-incarnation of the Hudson House still 
stands! In 1880, the name was changed to Combermere in 
honour of a town in England. The ñportò of Combermere 
was a steamboat centre, as it was accessible by water to 
Barryôs Bay and the nearest railway.  
The hamlet was not only a transportation hub, but also 
featured sawmills, farms and even several mines! Both 
the Craigmont and Burgess Corundum Mines featured the 
village as their nearest centre. Combere never had its own 
railway, despite the fact the Bessemer and Barryôs Bay 
Railway was chartered to go through the area. (It only got 
as far as Bessemer, but boy were hopes high in Comber-
mere!) The village became the sight of the Madonna 
House, a Roman Catholic retreat that featured a large 
complex including schools, etc.  
Eventually the lumber industry declined, the mines disap-
perared and the farms were abandoned. But replacing 

these traditional industries was tourism, as cottages 
ringed the lakes. Today the hamlet of Combermere is a 
vibrant little summer village with a big history!  

 
 
Clockwise from top:  
Roman Catholic 
Church; Bridge over 
Madawaska; St. 
Paulôs Anglican 
Church; Agricultural 
land supported the 
mining community; 
the crooked log slide  
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Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

 

Madonna House 
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In 1947, a deeply devoted lady named Catherine Doherty founded 
the Madonna House retreat at Combermere. The centre was a 

Catholic Christian retreat / missionary complex that housed up to 
200 people. It consists of dormitories, teaching classes and all 

other items for a rural retreat. It also contains a church, a school, 
gift shop and a museum!  
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Craigmont Corundrum Mine 

Corundum is the hardest mineral known, next 
to diamonds. It was used as an abrasive for 
grinding in industries. As early as 1876, corun-
dum was discovered on My Robillard in Car-
low Township, Hastings County near Comber-
mere. In 1900, the Canadian Corundum Com-
pany began a mine at the site and a town of 
Craigmont was built to house the miners. The 
population quickly ballooned to over 600 peo-
ple, quickly dwarfing all the other villages in 
North Hastings. The town consisted of 3 sec-
tions: the mine complex on the mountain, a 
(lower) private town, and a Company town. 
The village had the usual amenities: company 
store, school, church, blacksmith, boarding 
house, doctor, etc, but it was a ñdryò settlement 
and the thirsty miners had to commute to 
Combermere to enjoy a drink. 
The corundum mine quickly grew to become 
the largest of its kind in the world! It produced 
80% of Canadaôs corundum output! But tech-

nology soon replaced natural corundum with a 
synthetic version. Also, corundum was discov-

ered in other parts of the world which cut into 
the Hastings market. In 1913, the mill burned to 

the ground. It was a fatal blow to an already 
troubled market. A smaller mill was rebuilt, but 

the Craigmont Mine was doomed. It closed in 
1921 and the village swiftly disappeared. To-
day, rock hounds ñprospectò the old site, but 

little visible remains of Craigmont exist.  
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The Tornado of 2020 

 
 


