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Cougars in Ontario: Myth or Fact?
Are there really cougars in Ontario? This question has inspired debate for many years.
Historically, cougars were present long ago in
Ontario, but never in large numbers. The last
cougar was shot in 1884. Since then it is believed they are extinct. There were lots of rumours, but no positive proof. The North American cougar is also known as a puma or mountain lion. They are still common in Western
Canada, but the eastern branch was considered
extinct by the 1940s. But the legend has lingered that some survivors still haunted their
traditional ranges.
Cougars shun human contact. Their primary
diet consists of deer, so the primary range is in
the vicinity of winter deer yards. There have
been cougar sightings at Bobcaygeon and
Burleigh Falls in recent years. These over sized
members of the cat family can grow to over 6
feet long and weigh up to 200 pounds! They
can be brown, reddish-brown or even light
beige in colour. Males are much larger than
females. They are great travellers: the males
can range over 1,000 square kilometres! A
cougar sighted in an area one day can be doz-
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ens of kilometres away by the next day.
Their tracks are like a cat or dog track: four
toes showing. A cougar track is approximately
3 inches wide by 3 ½ inches long; double that
of a wolf. A walking cougar has a stride of 20 –
32 inches. In the deep snow, a cougar track will
show tail drag marks and the tracks will be
deep in the snow due to its weight.
The Ministry of Natural Resources has received
close to 1,000 reports of cougar sightings in the
last decade. Most of these sightings have been
in central Ontario. Over 90% of the sightings
have been declared false; wolves, lynx and
dogs are often confused with cougars. But in
the last few years, some actual hair and scat
samples have been confirmed as true cougars
thanks to DNA testing. But positive proof of
Ontario cougars has remained elusive, until
July 2012 when a real, live, positively identified cougar was shot by police in Utterson, near
Bracebridge. The animal had been seen several
times and actually was shot while killing a pet
dog. The Ontario press went crazy and every
major newspaper in Ontario ran the story of
cougars confirmed in Ontario.
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19th Annual Dinner/Auction
In Support Of
Community Improvement Projects in The Village of Kinmount

Saturday, April 27, 2013 at Galway Hall
Doors Open 5:00 PM - Roast Beef Dinner 6:30 PM
Live Auction - Silent Auction - Country Raffle
TICKETS $25.00 - FOR TICKETS OR INFORMATION
CALL 705-488-2687 or 705-488-2635
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Friends and Neighbours: Young’s Point, Burleigh Falls and Mt. Julian
Why are these 3 subjects renorth to Burleigh Falls and
lated? Historically they were
Stony Lake. In the era before
all tied closely together.
the Liftlock at Peterborough
Young‘s Point is the narrows opened the canal south in
on the Otonabee River where 1903, Lakefield was the head
the river leaves Clear Lake
of navigation.
and starts its tumultuous drop The Young Family quickly
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improvement of the roads sysservice ran regularly from
tem in the 1930s killed the
Young‘s Point to Burleigh
steamboat era. Today, Young‘s
Falls, Mount Julian and other Point contains a bridge where
points on Stony Lake. The
Highway #28 crossed the Trent
communities along Stony
Canal and lock 27 on this waLake were all serviced by
terway. A few businesses that
steamer rather than by Road.
cater to tourists fill out the
Young‘s Point is named after commercial section.
the Young Family, Peter Rob- Clear Lake and Stony Lake
inson emigrants who settled at have a mystical quality in nathe falls in 1825. They used
tive folklore. The Petroglyphs
the site to construct a dam and native rock carvings are found
operate a grist/saw mill.
at the eastern end of Stony
Eventually a bridge and a
Lake. The earliest Europeans
store were added to the vilused the lake and its tributary
lage collection. The Strickstreams for logging. Stony
land Family of Lakefield
Lake has some very attractive
sensed economic opportunity vistas, and combined with
to the north and through polit- hunting and fishing, attracted
ical pressure, had a 6 foot
some of the first tourists in the
lock built at Young‘s Point in Kawartha Lakes region. The
Churchearliest
at Viamede
Resort
1871 to allow water transport
resorts
were simply

The Legend of Polly Cow,
In the north-west corner of
the Township of Methuen and
about eight miles north-east
of Stony Lake, with which it
is connected by Jack's Creek,
is a lake the real and common
name of which is Jack's Lake,
although on one map, at least
it is called White Lake. It is
derived its name from Handsome Jack, an Indian chief,
who claimed all the streams
and lands in this locality as
his fishing and hunting
grounds. He was considered
the handsomest man among
the Chippewa, then commanded by 'Cap' Paudash, of
Rice Lake; he stood six feet
four inches in height and
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camps tied to the lumbering industry, but as lumbering faded in
the late 1800s, tourism replaced
it. Most of these resorts were
related to ―landings‖ or sheltered
bays along the shoreline. Tourists also loved the numerous
islands that dotted the lake.
The most famous of these landings on Stony Lake is Mount
Julian. It was a water-access
community, and only later was it
linked by road to the Burleigh
Road and points north. Steamers
from Young‘s Point regularly
serviced Mount Julian bringing
tourists and goods to be
freighted north. In the early
times when the Burleigh Road
(now highway #28) were often
impassable, the water trip to
Mount Julian was often the easiest way to Apsley and Bancroft.
Samuel Strickland purchased the
Mount Julian site from the Gilmour Lumber Company in 1863
and surveyed a town site in anticipation of great things to
come. The village of Mount Julian never achieved village status,
but it did grow to contain 2 resorts, several stores, a dock and
a church.
The Mount Julian Inn was the

first hotel (1865) and catered to
lumbermen and then tourists. It
changed hands with regular
abandon over the years, and is
still in operation today! The second resort at Mount Julian was
the Viamede Resort, founded in
1890 to cater to the booming
tourist trade. Over the years it
has undergone numerous expansions and today is a major four
star resort.
The steamships and the lumbermen are long gone from Stony
Lake. The few farms are slowly
settling back to Nature. But the
sparkling waters and stunning
vistas still attract tourists. Stony
Lake has become a ―hot spot‖
for tourism and those seeking the
benefits of traditional retreats.
Or in the words of real estate
agents, Stony Lake is hot, hot,
hot.

an excerpt from History of the County of Peterborough

weighed fully 250 pounds. He
belongs to the Cow family.
and among the whites was
known as Jack Cow. Stony
Lake, Loon Lake [Chandos
Lake] in the Township of
Chandos, and all streams
south of Loon Lake was
claimed by him as inherited
property. He was most tenacious of his rights, and would
invariably destroy all the traps
of white men he found set on
his streams. But he would
allow the pale face to hunt for
deer and partridge or to fish in
the streams, so long as no furs
were taken. Handsome Jack
usually lived in a birch-bark
wigwam, which he moved

from place to place as circumstances required. Although he
never missed an opportunity
or rather greedily asserting his
right to his streams and hunting grounds, he, nevertheless,
was very hospitable to those
who were friendly with him.
He would often invite the
whites to his wigwam and
would order his squaw to prepare a good meal of rice, beaver, and partridge boiled with
a little pounded corn. This
was 'Te Pake', a hodge-podge
mixture, somewhat akin to
Irish stew. The hospitable
Indian would sit by and apparently enjoy seeing the
white man eat at his fireside.

When the repast was finished,
he would light his pipe and relate thrilling scenes of his wild
life in hunting the bear, wolf,
deer, and other animals with
which the woods were alive.
Handsome Jack was the father
of two lovely girls named 'Baby
Cow' and 'Polly Cow', both of
whom inherited their father's
extreme beauty and perfect
symmetry of form. The latter
grew up a most beautiful maiden; her soft-tinted complexion,
heightened by the rose-hued
blossom of health, and her long
black hair reached nearly to the
ground, rendered her an object
of envy to other dusky damsels.
She possessed a fine
Continued on p. 17
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Side Roads of Kinmount: Crystal Lake II
While the meadows along the Flats
of the Union Creek could be cleared
& cultivated with a bit of effort, the
next obstacle, the Long Swamp,
was just a hazard. It started at lot 7
and was about ½ mile of sheer, unpassable swamp. To make matters
worse, at its abrupt end (lot 10), the
Road ascended a very steep hill
called Dalton‘s Hill. It took a lot of
road building (mostly corduroy
road) to push the Crystal Lake Road
to lot 11 where it met the cross line
called Allen‘s Alley. This section
was the last section of the Road to
be opened and the most difficult!
The Long Swamp was drained by a
small creek that flowed out of Connelly‘s Lake and eventually reached
the Union Creek. This creek was
the northern branch of Venner‘s
Creek. The centre branch flowed
out of Venner‘s Lake (or Sheehan‘s
Lake) while the southern branch of
Venner‘s Creek flowed out several
swamps in the 8th Concession. All 3
branches met the Union Creek in
the Big Marsh (lot 6, concession
10). Joseph Venner was an early
settler along the creek in the 9th
concession.
The fringe of settlement in the
south end of Galway Township was
the 9th concession. Concessions 1-8
were totally unsuited for farming,
but a pocket of suitable land started
in the 9th concession and ran to 18th
(and last) concession. The pioneers
on lots 1-6 concession 9 were discussed in the previous article on the
French line settlement. But there
were also several homesteads in the
9th that gained their access along
the Crystal Lake Road. John Barr
located on lot 8 in the 9th concession on the north bank of Venner‘s
Creek. Since surveys were sparse in
the 1800s, Joseph Venner unknowingly located on the same lot, but
south of the beaver meadow that
divided the lot. Only later did they
learn they both claimed the same
lot! But in a ―Gentleman‘s Agreement‖ they agreed to split the lot
along the course of the middle
branch of Venner‘s Creek. Barr

cleared a lot of acreage and eventually bought out his neighbour, Sam
Faulkner to the west (an unoccupied
lot 7). Charlie Molyneaux bought
out the Barr property in the 1920s
and added the Venner/Henderson/
Lougia holdings as well to build a
600 acre cattle ranch.
An English settler named Albert
Baker patented lots 10 &11, con 9
next door to the Barr homestead.
While both homesteads had high
ground, they also split a large beaver meadow along the middle
branch of Venner‘s Creek. Sometime before 1920, the Bakers sold
their holdings to Harry Dettman
from Kinmount. Harry eventually
bought out the Maguire lots along
the Road and acquired a 800 acre
farm. Harry Dettman worked a lot
in the lumber trade and kept several
heavy bush teams. To house these
teams, he built a monster barn. It
was by far the largest barn in the
area: so large a team & wagon
could turn around in each hay mow!
Strangely it was never even close to
being filled with hay from the hay
fields on his farm.
North of the Crystal Lake Road in
concession 11, the high ground was
settled by pioneer farmers in the
1860s. Joseph Menary lived on lots
7 & 8. He came from Quebec and
stayed for a couple of decades before selling out to Maurice Allen.
The next 3 lots were farmed by
James Allen who lived on Allen‘s
Alley and left his name to the cross
line. In 1871, three Allen families
were present on the census rolls for
Galway Township. By 1911, there
were 9 Allen households: all in
Mount Irwin Post Office (on the
Galway Road)!
The next section of the Crystal
Lake Road was nicknamed: the
Soldiers Section. In 1859 a group of
retired British soldiers had been
settled along the Bobcaygeon Road
between Silver Lake & Union
Creek. These retirees had spent at
least 30 years in the British Army
and were given both a small pension and a land grant. Their sons &
Continued on p. 4

Kinmount Fair
August 30 – 31, Sept 1, 2013

“Stay tuned for an exciting
Saturday Grandstand Show announcement!”
www.kinmountfair.net
email: info@kinmountfair.net

Friends of Kinmount Library

MONTHLY BOOK SALE
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

Saturday, April 20
Lower Level Kinmount Library
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B O B ’ S AP P L I AN C E S E RV I C E
Repairs to all Major Brand Names
Refrigerators—Ranges—Dishwashers
Microwaves—Washers—Dryers—Freezers
Air Conditioners
New and Used Sales & Part Sales
7 Days a Week
RR#1, Kinmount, ON

705-488-2274

705-488-1349

705-488-2266

Firewood
All Hardwood
Delivery Available
Brian @ 705.488.1828
The NEW Kinmount Tartan
Men’s Cap - Tartan Scarf
Tammy - Men’s Tie
Contact Diane at 705-488-2635
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Side Roads: Crystal Lake II, cont. from p. 3
daughters were also eligible for a
200 free grant upon reaching the
age of 21 years. These old soldiers
were into their 50s when they
were settled along the Bobcaygeon Road and most had large
families reaching maturity. The
original grants were on poor farmland, and the next generation patented lots along the Crystal Lake
Road between lots 15 and 20.
James Maguire moved from his
swampy land at Silver Lake &
settled on lot 15, con 10 across the
Road from the current landfill site.
A census names 4 sons: James Jr,
John, Joseph & Frank. All four
Maguire boys patented lots in the
vicinity. Again, the land was not
first class agricultural land and
Frank & John relocated to lots
further west on the Crystal Lake
Road. Frank farmed on lot 25, con
A at the Bobcaygeon Road corner
while John replaced John
Molyneaux on lot 6, con 11.
On the north side of the Road
lived James & John Dalton (lot
13), son of John Dalton another
Silver Lake soldier. They patented
a number of lots, famed for 50
years & left their name on Dalton‘s Hill on the east side of the
long swamp. In the era of the great
Westward Migration to Saskatchewan in search of better farm land,
third generation Bert Dalton
moved West. The Dalton family
had barely arrived when the father
died suddenly. Alone in a strange
environment, the widow Dalton
fled back to their former, abandoned home on the Crystal Lake
Road where she was close to her
Flaherty relatives. But good memories didn‘t translate into good
times, and the Dalton family eventually moved on.
On the south side of the road Lot
13 was patented by Johnny Owens, another soldier‘s son from
Silver Lake. The section of the
Road in front of his homestead
was called Owens‘ Shanty. The
two lots east were settled (briefly)
by Herb Clouston before being
acquired by Ed Sheehan.

The third north-south cross line of
Galway Township between lots 15
and 16 was called the Gully Road.
It crossed 2 major gullies or valleys
between the Crystal Lake Road and
the Galway Road. The one gully
was formed by the north branch of
Venner‘s Creek as it flowed out of
Connelly‘s Lake. The Gully Road
featured major hills that made travel
difficult, was never snowplowed
and used primarily to connect travel
between the two side roads, and for
travel to the Swamp Lake School.
Lot 16, concession 11 (north of the
Road) was settled by Dennis Connolly who left his name on Connolly‘s Lake. His neighbour (lot 17)
was Morris Sullivan. Both were
present by the 1861 census and
were part of the Duoro Connection.
Across the Road (south side) lived
Edward and Daniel Sheehan, also
from Duoro. They left their name
on Sheehan‘s Lake; the same body
of water on the south side of the
Crystal Lake Road. On several
maps it is also called Venner‘s Lake
because the centre branch of this
watershed has its source in this
pond. I use the term ―pond‖ generously since Sheehan‘s Lake is extremely shallow and basically a
mud-bottomed bog; often called the
largest frog pond in the area. Rumour has it canoes became stuck in
the mud.. in the middle of the
―lake‖!
At the west side of Sheehan‘s Lake,
a cross line was opened south into
some good land in concession 9. It
was called George St, but today is
titled Flaherty‘s Road. It led to the
homesteads of Edward Smith (lot
15) and David Curtain Jr (lot 16).
Both were later settlers who were
forced further from the Crystal
Lake Road because the lots along
the Road were already taken. The
Curtain homestead existed until
recently and was called the
―Porcupine Inn‖. It was a junction
for some major snowmobile trails.
A road was opened between concessions 8 and 9 to access the farm
of Francis Flaherty on lot 18 in the
8th concession.
Continued on p. 13
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Kinmount Bursary
Applicants must be enrolled in full-time studies (at least a 60% course load, or
40% if you have a permanent disability).
Bursaries do not replace expected Government aid; applicants are expected
to apply to the Ontario Student Assistance Program (OSAP), (or another
Province’s government student assistance program) to help meet educationrelated costs.
Bursary decisions are made in conjunction with the assessed need under
your Government student assistance plan. If you have not already applied,
OSAP applications are available on the Ministry’s website:
http://osap.gov.on.ca
If you have not applied for Government financial assistance, your
Bursary Application will not be considered.
Application Deadline: May 31, 2013
Academic Requirements:
Accepted to a recognized post secondary institution (University, College
or Trade School). Candidates must have a satisfactory overall academic
standing.
Bursary Eligibility:
Bursary applicants are eligible to apply for their first and second year
post secondary studies.
Bursary applicants must have applied for and have been awarded OSAP
funding.
Bursary applicants must reside within a 15 km radius of Kinmount.
Documents Required:
Completed, signed Bursary Application within the specified deadline of May
31, 2013.
Applicant must be a resident within the 15km radius of Kinmount, as
evidenced by
1) a copy of your Driver’s License showing your current address or
2) a copy of any other Government issued document showing your current
address.
Applications are available at the Kinmount Pharmacy.

Kinmount Pioneer Society Holds Open House
Everyone Welcome!
Refreshments Served!
Saturday, April 13, 2013
2:00 p.m. at Galway Hall
Since 1984, the Kinmount Pioneer Society has presented a Pioneer Exhibit at Kinmount Fair every
Labour Day weekend. The society is undergoing
exciting change. The Open House provides opportunity to view rare, unique, pioneer artifacts, meet
some of the crafts people who will be giving live
demonstrations, and see pictures of the history of
the Society as it has grown over the years. This is
also an opportunity to meet some of the new directors who are looking forward to getting input and
new ideas. More volunteers always welcome!
For a detailed history of the Kinmount Pioneer
Society visit kinmount.ca. To enquire about the
Open House call Liz Case at 705-447-0151 or
email lizandnick@live.ca.
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Dinner & Loonie Auction a Wonderful Success!
Galway Hall overflowed with support on
March 2 at the annual dinner and loonie
auction fundraiser for the Victoria Pony
Club and Kinmount Gazette. The happy
crowd enjoyed a delicious meal of ham &
scalloped potatoes and a tasty dessert of
apple crumble with ice cream. Compliments to chef Susan Pearson. Huge
thanks goes out to Loonie Auctioneer
Doug Pearson and all who supported the
two groups. Congratulations to the many
lucky winners of the evening who took
home some very fabulous prizes!

Letter to the Editor
To the Editor,
VOLUNTEER THANK YOU
Thank you to all the volunteers, who give
their time, to allow us all to have the
pleasure of skating at the Kinmount Arena each season. It is greatly
appreciated. And soooo much fun!
Kelly & Kyle Lin and
Bill & Helen Dettman.

The Victoria Pony Club
Photos
courtesy
of Susan
Dier

Hunting & Fishing Licences
Ammunition - Accessories
Books - Cards - Giftware - Toys
Ice Cream - Home Baking
Garden Centre
Don ’ t want to cook tonight!
Check out our homemade
frozen dinners!
Catering also available
Specialty Cakes
made fresh for you
( m inimum 2 days
notice )
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Spot the Shot Recaptured
Last month’s Spot the
Shot:
Skidoos lay waiting by
the Kinvale Restaurant
for their owners to return
from their destination
break in Kinmount.

Dianne Spring
Broker of Record/Owner
dspring@sympatico.ca
www.diannespring.com

Kinmount Pharmacy
We are committed to your health
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family
Have your prescriptions filled with us!
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre

Vic Spring

Do You Live Out-of-Town?
Subscribe to postal delivery of the

KINMOUNT GAZETTE
Cost $18 per year
Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282
or email hgbrauer@sympatico.ca

We provide Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations
Free Medication Review & Delivery
Hours are:

Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm
Thurs. 9 am to 8 pm
Fri. 9 am to 5 pm

T. 705-488-1960

KINMOUNT GAZETTE
COLLECTOR SETS
Volume 1, Issues 1 - 16 $20.00
Volume 2, 3 & 4 - $15.00

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre

CASINO RAMA BUS TRIP
Thursday, April 12

Call 705-488-2669 to book a spot!
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Cougars in Ontario: Myth or Fact,
Where did these modern cougars come
from? Some people blamed escaped or
released pets as the main cause. There is a
cat farm near Bracebridge, but the owner
declared no animals missing. A pet cougar
would not be as shy as a wild one. Others
claim the cougar never really disappeared
in Ontario. The MNR lists the cougar as
an ―endangered species‖. The Canadian
Wildlife Service declares the eastern cougar as ―data deficient‖ The Ontario Puma
Foundation is a group dedicated to preserving the cougar population and educating the public.
Are cougars a threat? They are common in
B.C., but only 2 cougar attacks have been
recorded in Ontario in recent times: the
last one at Whitefish Bay in 2006. Cougars, like wolves, rarely stalk human targets. Here is the official advice on how to

continued from page 1

handle a cougar sighting:
If you do encounter one, the MNR sets out
the following guidelines:
• Never approach the animal, especially if
it is near a kill or with young, and never
offer it food.
• Released or captive-reared cougars may
be accustomed to humans and allow you to
get close. Nevertheless, animals are unpredictable and you should always exercise
caution.
• If you see a cougar or lynx, stop, pick up
small children and don‘t run. Remember,
its instinct is to chase.
• If you’re with others, stay together and
act as a group. Children and pets should be
kept very close.
• Face the animal. Talk to it firmly while
slowly backing away. Always leave the
animal an escape route.

• Do not crouch down or try to hide. Try to
appear larger.
• Do not take your eyes off the animal or
turn your back.
• If the animal does not flee, be more assertive by shouting, waving your arms and
throwing anything available.
• If the animal attacks, fight back with
everything you have.
If you believe a cougar is threatening your
personal safety or that of others, call 911
or your local police.
If you think you see a cougar in a tree,
leave it alone. Call 911 or your local police.
If you believe you have seen a cougar but
it is not a threat to public safety, please
report it to your local Ministry of Natural
Resources office.

Are there cougars in
the Kinmount area?
There have been
sightings. If you
have something to
add, please feel free
to send in your story
to the Gazette. You
just never know
what is out there!

705-488-1105

Kinmount Health Centre Team
www.lakecountrydoctors.org

Saturday, April 13
Kinmount Legion
Lunch at noon
Followed by
Fashions from
Gauze 2 Go
TICKETS $10
Call 705-488-3462
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Kids’ Corner
Lend a Hand for an hour with the
1st Kinmount Guiding Unit at

PITCH IN DAY
Saturday, May 4
10 am at
Kinmount Railway Station

THE COOKIES ARE BACK!
Available from the 1st Kinmount Unit,
Kinvale Restaurant, Austin Lumber
or call 705-488-2919.

Cookie Blitz Saturday May 4
Downtown Kinmount

Rural Outreach Program
The Mobile Resource Van visits
Kinmount Community Centre

10 am - noon Monday April 1 & 15

Kinmount
Sparks, Brownies, Guides &
Pathfinders
celebrate with
family and
friends at their
recent Badge
and Enrolment
Ceremony.
Photos courtesy
of Susan Dier.
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The Hot Stove Leak

by Lynne Kilby

Hello oh glorious April! April
gives us many reasons to smile.
For one thing April begins with a
day of fun and jokes with April
Fool‘s Day. April 1st is also the
154th birthday of Kinmount and
the 4th birthday of the Kinmount
Gazette which began as a special
150th celebration of Kinmount.
Did you know April has many
happy, smiley days? Read on to
find out about a few more...

WALK AROUND
THINGS DAY
APRIL 4
Walk Around Things Day is an
important day to avoid problems
and risks, by simply walking
around the potential problem.
You wouldn't walk under a
ladder, would you? Then, it is
also wise to walk around objects,
especially those that pose risk or
danger. "Walk around things"
can also be used figuratively. It
is also wise to walk around, or
avoid, topics issues, and problems that are sticky, may provoke an argument, or are not
readily solved. If ever there was
a day to "Walk Around Things",
today is that day.
BELL BOTTOMS DAY
APRIL 5
A day for all the flower children,
and those that wish they had
been, to revisit a great and trippy
time in history. You still have
that pair of homemade elephant
bells, don't you? Of course you
do.
JUMP OVER THINGS DAY
APRIL 6
On April 4 we walked around
everything. Today we have to
jump over everything. This may
get tricky, and result in injury.
Use caution when jumping.
NO HOUSEWORK DAY
APRIL 7
Yep. That‘s right...April 7 is No
Housework Day. Go ahead and
ignore the dirty dishes, laundry
and 101 other things that need to
be done. This is a day to relax
and not feel guilty about it. You
will have twice as much work of
course the next day but do not
think about that on April 7.

Keep smiling and please
remember to contact me
at 705-488-2919 or email
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca to
share news in the Hot Stove
Leak. Happy April!
SPECIAL DAYS IN APRIL
YO-YO DAY
APRIL 2
We all had one growing up, but
when was the last time you
played with a yo-yo? Break that
thing out, borrow your kid's yoyo, or go buy one, and see if you
can still walk the dog.
FIND A RAINBOW DAY
APRIL 3
Rainbows are one of those
natural wonders that touch hearts
around the world. They spread
beauty, hope, smiles & legends.
The Irish legend is one of the
most famous, probably because
there is a chance of finding that
elusive pot of gold at rainbow‘s
end. Many cultures believed the
rainbow was a bridge linking
earth to the heavens. To many it
was the path souls traveled. It
was a communication from the
gods. Some cultures from Eastern Europe viewed a rainbow as
death or a sign of trouble. Others
believed when a span of several
decades went by with no rainbows the end of the world would
be upon us all. If it happens to be
raining April 3 try to find a
rainbow. If not then celebrate
Find a Rainbow Day in some
other colourful way.
Page 10

NAME YOURSELF DAY
APRIL 9
What would you name
yourself if you could? Give
yourself a new name, announce it to everyone you
know, and refuse to answer to
any other name. Pick something very strange, just to see if
you can get people to use it.
WALK ON YOUR
WILD SIDE DAY
APRIL 12
Go wild today! Try something
new, act crazy, and be wild!
SCRABBLE DAY
APRIL 13
During the Great Depression,
an out-of-work architect named
Alfred Mosher Butts decided to
invent a board game. Little did
he know how successful his
venture would become.
National Scrabble Day is celebrated in honour of Alfred‘s
birthday April 13, 1899. Celebrate by making sure to find
the time to play the game with
friends and family this day.
MCDONALD’S DAY
APRIL 15
Celebrate the fast food giant
today! Get a Happy Meal for
the kiddies, or maybe dress up
like Ronald and run around
town. By the way, while you
are out, would you bring me
back a Big Mac?
KINDERGARTEN DAY
APRIL 21
Kindergarten Day is celebrated
in honour of Friedrich Froebel
born April 21, 1782. Friedrich
started the first Kindergarten in
Germany in 1837. The school
was built upon a series of innovative principles that used the
curiosity and interests of children to guide them to see what

Froebel believed to be the harmonious, interconnectedness of
all things -- through song and
play (which was unheard of in
earlier schools); daily lessons in
drawing, design, and other artistic activities; and learning
through active doing and close
contacts with the natural world - many of the kindergartens
actually had real gardens attached to them that the children
tended and in doing so, Froebel
believed, cultivated their own
inner lives.
By the 1840s, Froebel was even
issuing stock in his enterprise,
the Universal German Kindergarten, at around ten dollars a
share. But the business never
made him wealthy -- in fact,
though the kindergarten idea
spread throughout Germany in
the mid-19th century, it was
fiercely resisted by the autocratic Prussian state, which essentially outlawed it in 1851 because it was believed that Kindergartens promoted democratic
ideas that were dangerous to the
rigid status quo. Froebel died a
year later, in 1852 -- some say
of a broken heart.
However, by 1860, the Prussian
authorities relented and allowed
this highly popular new form of
schooling to continue. A good
part of what we see and call
―kindergarten‖ may be attributed to Froebel and his children's
garden.
The first private kindergarten in
Canada was opened by the Wesleyan Methodist Church in
Charlottetown, Prince Edward
Island in 1870 and by the end of
the decade; they were common
in large Canadian towns and
cities. The country's first public-
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school kindergartens were
established in Berlin, Ontario
in 1882 and in Toronto in. In
1885, the Toronto Normal
School (teacher training)
opened a department for Kindergarten teaching.
Though sometimes heart
wrenching the first day of Kindergarten is often a day many
look forward to. Kindergarten
registration is now open at
local schools for the 2013/14
school year. Call your local
school for registration details.
PRETZEL DAY
APRIL 26
How did the pretzel as we
know it today begin? In the
late 17th century a baker's
helper fell asleep tending
pretzels baking in the hearth.
When he awoke, the flames
had died, he believed the
pretzels hadn't cooked long
enough and started the fire up
again. When the Master Baker
came in, he was furious that an
entire batch of pretzels wasn't
fit to eat. In the process of
throwing them out, he tasted
one and realized he was on to
something big! Not only did
he like the taste of these delicious crunchy morsels but
realized due to the moisture
being baked entirely out, that
freshness was preserved and
they would keep longer to sell.
Immigrants brought the
"bretzel" to our shores during
the 1800's, later becoming
known as the "pretzel". Some
believe that the pretzel recipe
was brought over on the Mayflower and they were made
and sold to the Indians who
loved them. The first commercial pretzel bakery was established in the town of Lititz in
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania by Julius Sturgis in 1861.
The modern age of pretzel
making began in 1935 when
the Reading Pretzel Machinery
Company first introduced the
automatic pretzel twisting machine. Prior to that, most com-
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cont. from p. 10

mercial pretzels were actually
shaped by a cracker-cutting machine, then placed on baking pans
and put into the
baking ovens by hand. This innovation made pretzels available to
people in all parts of the country,
and helped the fledgling industry
grow...
Some more modern bizarre
pretzel facts include these noteworthy items: Largest pretzel
ever baked:40 lbs, 5-feet across,
by Joe Nacchio of Federal Baking, Philadelphia, PA; Pretzels in
the movies: 20 lb., 4‘ pretzel in
―It‘s a Mad, Mad, Mad World‖—
same baker; Pretzel capitol of the
world: Reading, PA., where one
plant can package over 10 million
pretzels per day!
Annual pretzel sales top $180
million and are the second most
popular snack, right behind potato chips and just in front of popcorn. Pretzels are low in fat so
celebrate and eat some today!
SO LONG TOM...
YA DONE GOOD!
Last month we said goodbye to
the Canadian one cent coin and
now we bid farewell to Stompin‘
Tom Connors another endearing
Canadian icon. The first time I
saw Tom perform was back in
the 70‘s with my sister Nina at
the newly opened Ontario Place.
Tom sang Algoma 69 in the marvellous IMAX theatre production
of Catch the Sun. Nina & I had
actually ridden that railing. In
the summer of 2011, I had the
pleasure of seeing Tom perform
to a full house at Casino Rama.
He was 75 years old and still
stomping!
SKATING SEASON
ENDS AT
KINMOUNT ARENA
Thanks to volunteers of the Kinmount Agricultural Society our
community enjoyed skating every
weekend at Kinmount Arena
throughout the winter months. It
takes many man hours and a lot
of dedication to create and maintain the arena‘s natural ice.
SPRING FASHION SHOW

GAUZE 2 GO
What better way to welcome
spring than by attending a
Spring Fashion Show? Seize
your chance Saturday, April 13
at Kinmount Legion. Lunch at
noon is followed by a Fashion
Show of quality clothing from
Gauze 2 Go. Their gauze cotton clothing comes in all shapes
and sizes and appeals to all
ages. The preshrunk cotton
gauze clothing is machine
washable with no ironing necessary. How easy is that!
The 100% cotton garments are
designed for the styleconscious woman - whether
seeking a flamboyant look or
something more traditional.
Clothing comes in festive colours. Looking for a great gift?
Besides clothing Gauze 2 Go
has a fabulous selection of
unique jewellery and accessories all at affordable prices.
Tickets to the Spring Fashion
Show are $10. For advance
tickets call 705-488-3462 or
visit Gauze 2 Go at
4 Cambridge Street in Lindsay.
19th ANNUAL
DINNER AUCTION
SATURDAY, APRIL 27
Now a long standing tradition,
this annual event is hosted at
Galway Hall by the Kinmount
Committee for Planning & Economic Development to support
community projects in Kinmount. The evening features an
exquisite Roast Beef Dinner, a
Live Auction, Silent Auction &
Country Raffle. Many quality
items! Doors open 5:00 p.m.
Dinner 6:30 p.m. This popular,

gala event usually sells out so
make sure to get your tickets in
advance. Tickets cost $25 and
are available by calling 705-4882687 or 705-488-2635.
PITCH IN DAY
SATURDAY MAY 4
Every year when the snow melts
all types of debris appears in our
downtown area. Help will soon
be on the way thanks to efforts of
the Girls of the 1st Kinmount
Unit of Sparks, Brownies,
Guides & Pathfinders. The girls
ask you to please come out and
join them in Lending a Hand to
spruce up the town. One hour of
your time will make a big difference. Meet at 10:00 a.m. at Kinmount Railway Station.
Excellent student opportunity to
earn community hours. Come
demonstrate your Kinmount
pride. Garbage bags & gloves
supplied. Prizes & refreshments!
This is what you call a Win-Win
event!
COOKIE BLITZ
SATURDAY MAY 4
Following the Pitch in Day event
girls of the 1st Kinmount Guiding Unit invite you stop by their
Cookie Blitz on Main Street.
Your support makes a difference
and is much appreciated! Enjoy
your cookies!
THE GUIDING
EXPERIENCE...
TRY IT FOR FREE!
Girl Guides of Canada once
again offers free membership to
girls who join through the
months of April, May or June.
To find out what it‘s all about
please call me at 705-488-2919.
TAI CHI UPDATE

PAUL SILVER
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Tai Chi classes still take place Mondays
& Thursdays at Galway Hall but there
has been a slight shift in the time. New
hours are 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Beginner & continuing classes. For
more information call 705-286-1444 or
1-866-882-4244 or email
Peterborough@taoist.org.
THANKS TO
KINMOUNT FAIR BOARD
Luckily the girls of the 1st Kinmount
Guiding Unit got to enjoy yet another
night of skating & sledding at Kinmount
Fairgrounds just before we lost the ice
for the season thanks to t he generosity
of the Kinmount Fair Board. We had a
great time. See you next year!
EVERYONE WELCOME
SENIORS CARDS
MONDAYS AT THE LEGION
Brighten your Mondays with a fun afternoon at Kinmount Legion. The Kinmount Seniors invite you to join them
for Pot Luck Lunch at 12:30 p.m. followed by Bid Euchre at 1:00p.m. Cost
to play is $3 and you might take home
1/2 the pot! Beginners welcome. Call
705-488-2669 for more information.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

April 11 - Casino Rama Trip sponsored by
Kinmount Seniors. Cost $5.00. Free lunch
included. To reserve call 705-488-2669.
April 13 - Fashion Show & Lunch 12:00
p.m. at the Legion. For advance tickets contact the Legion at 705-488-3462 or
Gauze2go Shop in Lindsay at 705-878-5556.
April 12 - Kinmount Pioneer Society Open
House 2:00p.m. at Galway Hall.
April 17 - Big Buck Bid Euchre 11:00 a.m.
at Kinmount Legion. Cost $10 includes
lunch.
April 20 - Friends of the Library Book
Sale 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at the Library.
April 24 - Diner's Dinner 12:00 p.m. at
Burnt River Centre.
April 30 - Lunch at the Legion
April 27 - Kinmount Committee for Planning & Economic Development Annual
Dinner Auction at Galway Hall. Roast Beef
Dinner, Silent Auction & Live Auction in
support of community projects in Kinmount.
May 4 - Pitch In Day - Lend a Hand for an
hour to spruce up the town with the 1st Kinmount Guiding Unit. Meet 10:00 a.m. at
Kinmount Railway Station. Garbage bags &
gloves supplied. Refreshments and prizes!
May 4 - Girl Guide Cookie Sale on Main
Street begins 11:30 a.m.

Tai Chi: Mondays & Thursdays, 10:00 a.m.
- 12:00 p.m. Galway Hall.
Seniors Cards: Potluck Lunch, 12:30 p.m.
Mondays followed by Bid Euchre at 1:00 p.m.
at the Legion.
Sparks, Brownies & Guides Monday nights
6:30 - 8:00 p.m. at Kinmount Community
Centre. Call 705-488-2919.
Monday Night Ladies Darts: 7:30 p.m. at
the Legion. Call 705-4883462 for info.
Free Craft Drop-In: last Tuesday monthly
10:00 a.m.- noon hosted by Kinmount UCW
at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace.
Kinmount Public Library Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday 11:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Every day is Kids Drop In Day with special
books, crafts & activities to explore.
Kinmount Playschool: Wednesdays 10:00
a.m.- noon at Kinmount Community Centre.
Call 705-488-3044. Ontario Early Years
visits Monday February 4 & 18.
Wednesday Mixed Darts: 7:30 p.m. at the
Legion. Call 705-488-3462 for info.
Card Night: Wednesdays, 7:00 p.m. Irondale
Community Centre. Cost $2. Potluck snacks.
Friday Night Bingo: 6:45 p.m. Royal Canadian Legion., $300.00 Must Go Jackpot.

Crafts for Kids with the Kinmount Artisans

Not everyone goes away during March
Break. And some who do take a trip,
visit destination Kinmount. With this
in mind, the Kinmount Artisans hosted
Crafts for Kids on March 14. The Artisan’s goal is to give back to the community by providing a free March
Break activity that stirs kid’s creative
streak through a variety of hands on
crafts. The 4th annual event saw
about 30 children in attendance. Photos courtesy of Colette Johnston.
Page 12
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Side Roads of Kinmount, continued from page 4
This road was continued east to join up
with Cain‘s Line.
The Flahertys were among the earliest
settlers at Crystal Lake. James (lot 18) and
Michael (lot 19) were located in concession 10 south of the Road as early as 1857.
Six Flaherty Families were present at
Crystal Lake in 1911.
At the west end of Crystal Lake along Mill
Bay lived Nicholas Cheevers. His farm
(lot 19,20) marked the end of settlement in
the 11th concession. The property was later
owned by the William Ashforth before
being turned into cottage properties. Mill
Bay recieved its name from a sawmill that
graced the shore of Crystal Lake in the
vicinity. The saw mill was originally
owned by Kelly & Smith, a noted lumber
company from Fenelon Falls. The timber
was excellent along the shores of Crystal
Lake, even if it was second growth pine
and other varieties. The earliest lumbermen in the late 1800s had stripped all the
good white pine and floated it south on
Nogies Creek. But the Nogies Creek route
ended up in Pigeon Lake, downstream
from Fenelon Falls (and the railway) and
totally away from Kinmount. There is a
major height of land between Connolly‘s
Lake (flows into the Burnt River via Union Creek) and Crystal Lake (flows into
Pigeon Lake via Nogies Creek). Also,
hardwood really didn‘t float well, so it
was decided to move the mill to the logs
rather than drive the logs to the mill. The
milled product could also be cadged out
the Crystal Lake Road to market. Sometime in the 1920s the operation was acquired by the Phillips Lumber Company
of Kinmount. It is rumoured the lake bottom in the Bay is still littered by sunken
logs.
At lot 20, the fourth cross line, called
Cain‘s Lane dips south into the 9th concession and the farm of ―Thresher‖ Michael
Cain. The family name was originally
Keane, but was altered by a census taker.
The Cains came from Duoro and had been
part of the Peter Robinson migration. They
settled at the end of Cain‘s Lane and family members still live there today!
Lot 20 south of the Road had many owners including the Hickey & Curtain families. In the 1950s, Stafford Hickey lived
on the farm. The first cottagers arrived by
car after 1945, and the Crystal Lake Road
was not always ―car-friendly‖ (read

mud!). Stafford Hickey would linger by
the Road with his team of horses on Fridays & Sundays with the local version of a
tow truck. Often cottagers used horse power to get through the worse mud holes!
South of the Road on lot 21 settled Joseph
O‘Brien. In the 1940s, Archie & Peg Dettman moved from Kinmount and opened
Dettman‘s Store on this lot. They catered
to the growing cottage trade and operated a
―summer store‖ for several decades. Basic
necessities were available, saving the long
drive to Kinmount. The author remembers
trips to Dettman‘s Store to get milk, bread,
a newspaper or maybe just ice cream. The
expedition was an adventure and the reception warm. Cottagers could arrive by boat,
landing at the dock on the Township Road
Allowance which hits the lake across from
Cain‘s Lane and between lots 20 & 21.
This 66‘ strip also serves as a public beach
and boat launch. An old fence bears witness to the fact the Hickey Family used to
bring their livestock to the lake to water
them. This business still exists today and
is called the Crowes Nest . The Dettman
Family still have roots on the south shore
of Crystal Lake.
The next lots east were the home of the
Wells Family. John & Henry Wells were
well educated Englishmen. They cleared
the high ground south of Crystal Lake but
only stayed a few decades. John Wells
served as Reeve of Galway between 1873
– 1875.
Only 2 settlers lived past the Wells‘ Farm:
Henry Thompson (briefly) and William
Mountenoy. The Mountenoys cleared and
farmed on Peter‘s Island. One of the
Mountenoy girls married a Peters (from
the French Line) and they inherited the
farm. And that‘s where the name Peter‘s
Island came from. These farms were very
marginal land for farming; but the settlers
did put a lot of work into clearing the land,
stumping and fencing and trying to wrest a
living from the shallow, rocky soil. Past
Peter‘s Island, the land gets even rougher
and there was no attempt at farm settlement. East & south of Crystal Lake was
the preserve of the lumbermen, hunters
and eventually the cottagers.
Crystal Lake itself is a very unusual shape.
It has a long, narrow shape that runs about
4 miles (16 lots) from east to west. However due to its indented shoreline and
many bays, it contains 28 miles of shore-

line: a cottagers dream! The lake is a part
of the Trent Canal System, and water levels are controlled by the dam where Nogies Creek drains its waters southward into
Pigeon Lake. No doubt the original lumbermen built an early dam here to control
the water flow down Nogies Creek for
their log drives. Another log dam was built
at Townsend‘s Dam further downstream.
When the last concrete dam was installed,
it raised the lake level at full volume so
high, water poured around the dam at a
low spot just east of the dam. It was necessary to adds many loads of fill to block this
diversion. The present dam was built to
feed water into the Trent Canal. Two years
ago all stop logs were pulled to allow dam
repairs and the natural level of the lake
was reached. Each summer the water levels decline as the Trent Canal calls for
more water until by fall, the lake level is
dramatically lower. But this is not altogether bad as the spring runoff replenishes
the lake level.
Tourists arrived early in the south shore of
Crystal Lake. The beautiful scenery and
easy access via the pioneer road to Crystal
Lake led to a number of non-resident land
holdings in concession 11 south of the
lake. At the head of the Lake (lots 30-35)
lumbermen reigned supreme with the Hopkins & Marks families from Kinmount
owning many lots as well as such noted
lumbermen as the Carew Co of Lindsay,
Phillips Lumber Co of Kinmount, Macdonald Lumber Co of Peterborough, J.C.
Reid Co of Peterborough . By 1920, the
first tourists begin to appear in the NonResident‘s Assessment rolls. C.M. Hamilton (Ripley, NY), A. Fricker (Lakewood,
Ohio), James Jackson (Toronto), H.B. Latimer (Toronto) , Anthony Fricker
(Cleveland, Ohio),& James Jackson
(Nanticoke, Ont) were early tourists on the
south shore of the Lake.
The earliest tourists did not live in cottages, but rather tented along the shore.
They were not weekend warriors, but
stayed for several weeks at a time. Travel
was difficult, especially before motor cars,
and it often took a whole day to travel by
horse & wagon from Kinmount to the
Lake. When you got there, you stayed
there for a while! No daily trips to town
for groceries or a newspaper! Kinmount
could be easily accessed by railway and
the numerous livery stables would take
Continued on p. 14
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Side Roads of Kinmount: Crystal Lake II, continued from p. 13
you on to your destination. As the photo
from 1905 clearly shows, dress was still
formal; even on vacation. No casual
beach attire here!
The earliest cottagers were very primitive affairs, usually shacks or camps.
The first cottages were built at the west
end of the lake and around Mill Bay
because it was the easiest to access via
the Crystal Lake Road. Gradually the
cottages spread east along the south
shore until by the 1990s the head of the
lake was reached. Originally the roads
were summer-only and not snowplowed.
It was a step forward when the snowplowed portion reached the dam. Today
the main portion of the Road is open
year round to near the head of the lake.
The north shore of Crystal Lake will be
dealt with in a later edition as part of the
Galway Road story.
South of Crystal Lake lies the much
smaller Loom Lake. In the 1980s the
Department of Natural Resources built
an access road from Crystal Lake Road
past Loom Lake and on to Buckhorn
Road (Highway 507) in Cavendish
Township. The road was an emergency
road in case of a forest fire. It accessed a
chunk of crown land in southeast
Galway and southwest Cavendish Townships. There are no homes or cottages on
the road, but it has become a warren of
snowmobile/atv trails and access for
several hunt camps. A public access was
built to Loom Lake. Rumours continue
to circulate about cottage lots being created on Loom Lake, but nothing yet has
developed. The far (Cavendish) end of
the road has several stone quarries operating along the road. In the recent era of
government cutbacks, the MNR stopped
maintaining the Access Road and it is
sometimes in rough shape.
Hunting was also an early form of recreation in the area. The deer hunt was especially valued by the sportsman crowd.
Sometime in the 1920s, the Wolfe Lake
Hunt Club emerges in the assessment
rolls on lot 34, concession 11 east of
Crystal Lake on the old Hopkins limits.
Ralph Byrne is listed as the contact person. This hunt club is still in
operation today.
Crystal Lake was always noted for its
fishing. Prominent among the desirable
fish were lake trout, bass and whitefish.
Page 14

Ice fishing was practical, especially for the
whitefish and as soon as the ice was safe in
December, dozens of fishermen would
descend on the lake. Many came from far
away, some Lake Simcoe ice fishermen
―warmed up‖ their skills on Crystal Lake
before Lake Simcoe froze over in January.
Sometime after World War II pickerel
were accidently (?) introduced into the
lake. Crystal Lake is unusual as it hosts
both warm water fish (pickerel) and cold
water fish (trout) in the same lake. The
early settlers also harvested suckers in the
spring spawning season. The suckers were
the large ―mullet‖ type often weighting
over 3 pounds! A small creek at the head
of the lake was a favourite spot, and a
primitive sucker box was installed. The
box let the suckers through, but like a minnow trap, it was much harder to go back
through the trap. The locals took a horse &
wagon over the logging trail to the creek,
harvested their suckers after dark, and went
home. Getting wet was part of the deal, and
trudging home was a cold affair. The men
would sometimes walk just to keep warm.
The suckers were usually ―canned‖ like
salmon in mason sealers.
Most of the settlers along this stretch of the
Crystal Lake Road were from Duoro or
Ennismore. They were second generation
Irish settlers from the Peter Robinson emigration of 1825. The sons & daughters of
these settlers were forced to seek land elsewhere, and Galway Township was
―opened‖ at the correct time for their migration north. The land was not ―prime‖
farmland, but it was a home. Most families
acquired bush lots that could be logged for
extra cash. The lumber industry was
always looking for
men and young men
could find ready
employment in the
area. The ―farmers‖
at Crystal Lake
stayed on the land
for several generations. But eventually
the marginal farmland played out. The
lumber business was
over and younger
generations were
forced to seek their
fortunes elsewhere;
moving to Western

Canada to farm or to the cities to seek work. A
few ―holdouts‖ continued to farm along the
Union Creek, but most of the old farms are
long since abandoned and reverting to Nature.
Despite the fact there were at least 34 pioneer
farms along the Crystal Lake Road, there was
never a school or a post office! The Road was
divided among two school sections. The lots
up until # 10 attended the Union Creek School
on the highway: 3 miles away. The rest of the
Road went to the Swamp Lake School at the
end of the Gully Road on the Galway Road.
The eastern settlers drew their mail from the
Mount Irwin Post Office on the Galway Road,
while the western section had a Union Creek
address.

Map Legend
A – Land Fill site
B – Owens’ Shanty
C – Allen’s Alley
D – Gully Road
E - Connolly’s Lake
F – Flaherty’s Road
G – Cain’s Lane
H – Mill Bay
I – Dettman’s Store
J – Dam
K- Peter’s Island
L – Wolfe Lake
M – Forest Access Road
N- Nogies Creek
Each dot represents 1 pioneer shanty
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The Story of Johnny Owens, by Bob Allen
This story was told to me by my Uncle
Charlie Allen who purchased the property
after Mr. Owen had died or moved on. He
said that Johnny Owen lived by doing some
farming, but mostly by trapping and hunting. Like most of the people of that era, he
also made moonshine and sold it to the
locals.
Since it was illegal to make and sell moonshine, the local authorities often caught
those who were thus engaged and either
fined them or put them in jail. Johnny Owen was able to keep out of the reaches of
the law for many years by leaving home
before daylight and coming home after
dark. A constable was sent to Johnny‘s
property and, finding him not home, he
decided to wait inside his shack. Shortly
after, Johnny came home and when he
stepped into his shack, the constable stood
up and announced himself. Johnny, not

wanting to be caught, bolted for the yard
with the constable after him. Johnny headed for the bush but, before he got there, he
ducked under his clothesline. The constable did not see it and it knocked him to the
ground. He was upset at what had happened and he pulled his gun and shot at
Johnny. At first, Johnny did not realize he
had been shot in the shoulder. He then ran
and walked until he reached Union Creek
and Highway 121 and went to the Henderson Farm. The Hendersons took him to
Lindsay to have the bullet removed. It
was said that the constable was either fired
or sternly reprimanded.
When Charlie bought the Owen property,
the shack was in a sorry state of disarray.
He lived there for a short while and later
made two attempts to resurrect the shack,
but the best he could do was build the
platform.

Proof Positive
that the Easter Bunny is
Alive & Well
at Kinmount
Fairgrounds!
Thanks to Joanne MacDonald for sharing this
photo of the Easter
Bunny alias …..
Greg Barrington.

Thank you to our Volume 5 Patrons
In Memory of Claude Dettman
Brian and Nancy Lemire
The Hilyer Family
In honour of Jim and Alva
(Boldt) Swinson and their chil-

The Langlois Family
Patti Jones
Bob and Bev Wallace

Would You Like to be a
Gazette Patron?
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 5, by sending your donation to:
Kinmount Gazette, c/o Yvette Brauer,
P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0
Email hgbrauer@sympatico.ca Telephone 705-488-2282

Dorothy’s Delights
by Dorothy Heath
Parmesan Meatballs
2 lbs. lean ground beef
1/2 cup milk
1 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
4 slices white bread, crusts removed
1/4 tsp. garlic powder
1 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. freshly ground black pepper
6 tbsp. dried parsley flakes
4 beaten eggs.
Preheat oven to 350 deg.. Line a cookie
sheet with sides with foil. In a large bowl
mix all ingredients. Shape into balls the size
of golf balls Bake uncovered for 25 - 30
min. or until no longer pink inside. When
cooled can be frozen for later use. Very
handy to have on hand.
Easy Cheese Danishes
2 cans large buttermilk biscuits
1 8 oz. pkg. cream cheese, softened.
1/2 cup fine sugar
1 tsp. vanilla
1 egg
1 can your favourite pie filling.
Pre heat the oven to 350 deg. On a greased
cookie sheet place the biscuits and flatten
the center of each to make a well. Beat
cream cheese, sugar, vanilla and egg. Put
about 1 tbsp. in each biscuit well. Top the
cheese filling with about 1 tbsp. pie filling.
Bake for 30 - 35 min. Cool on rack & enjoy.
Cooking Q & A
Why is it called Parmesan Cheese?
The concept of naming foods after their
place of origin dates back to the Roman
Empire. Even after the fall of Rome in 476
A.D., people on the Italian peninsula continued to follow that practice. It was a convenient way to describe the food, but also
showed pride in its making. It was monks in
the area around Parma who first started making a distinctive hard cheese during the
Middle Ages. By the time of the Renaissance, people in the nobility were producing
this fine cheese for their own tables. It was
known as caseum paramensis in Latin, and
locals shortened this to Pramsàn. By the
early 14th century, Parmesan cheese traveled from its origin in the Parma-Reggio
region over the mountains to Tuscany,
where ships departing from Pisa and Livorno carried it to other Mediterranean ports.
The first recorded reference to Parmesan, in
1254, documents that a noble woman from
Genoa traded her house for an annual supply
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Royal Canadian Legion Branch 441
by Cathy King
Royal Canadian Legion

John McGrath
Branch 441
Kinmount, Ontario
705-488-3462

April 9 is National Day of Remembrance of the Battle of Vimy Ridge
(Vimy Day), and commemorates
and remembers the Canadian Soldiers battle and victory. The Battle
of Vimy took place in France on
Easter Monday, April 9, 1917 and
ended April 12. Although the outcome was a victory, it came with a
price as there were many casualties.The Canadian National Vimy
Memorial is a memorial site in
France dedicated to the memory of
Canadian Expeditionary Force
members killed during the First
World War. It also serves as the
place of commemoration for First
World War Canadian soldiers
killed or presumed dead in France
who have no known grave.

There‘s still time to get tickets for
the Spring Fashion Show Sunday
April 14. Events include silent
auction, raffles, door prize; and
accessory table by Gauze2Go
Fashions, Lindsay (Leona Byrne).
Enjoy a delicious lunch at noon
followed by the Fashion Show at
1:30 pm. Cost $10. For advance
tickets call 705-488-3462 or 705488-2631. April 30 marks the return of monthly Tuesday Lunches
featuring Liver & Onions or delicious alternate. Cost $7 includes
tea or coffee & delicious dessert.
Hours 11 am to 1pm. Big Buck
Bid Euchre is Wed. April 17 at
11am.
Cost $10 includes a
scrumptious lunch. Meat draws
every Saturday at 5pm. Come out
and join us for an afternoon and
evening of comradeship; and
We will remember them! weather permitting, our licensed
outdoor patio will soon be open.

The Library Link
Main Street Kinmount
Kawartha Credit Union is a full-service financial
institution with 25 branches
in North and East-Central Ontario

from Trenton to Parry Sound
ATM available 24 hours

705-488-9963

by Mary Ann Dobsi

We had a great March Break with
many activities for children. The
Cyber Camp Computer Workshop
allowed children to explore and
learn about the library‘s databases
in a fun way. Children made their
own word search from the online
scavenger hunt. The Great Bobolini was a great success with an
audience of 36 people eagerly
watching and wondering how he
did that trick. Thank you to all
who came and made the programs
a success. Time to start thinking
and planning gardens. A variety
of books displayed this month will
help with gardening needs. Also
available at your fingertips are the

Canadian Gardening Magazines.
Come in and see the selection or
order from our catalogue. If you do
not have a library card, come in and
get one. IT‘S FREE to all City of
Kawartha Lakes residents and
many neighboring townships. Take
advantage of the wide selection of
material available for a three week
or one week loan. This month‘s
book sale is Saturday, April 20,
9:00 am to 1:00 pm. Thank you to
the many who have donated their
books. We are looking forward to a
wonderful spring and summer in
the ‗Reading Garden‘. Enjoy!
City of Kawartha Lakes Public
Library, Kinmount Branch

In the Lions Den by Dave Anderson
KAWARTHA CAN
POKER TOURNAMENT
Sunday April 21Lindsay Exhibition
Early Bird & Ladies Tournaments 9am
MAIN EVENT 12 pm
Visit kawarthacan.ca or call 705-879-2212
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Our meetings are 1st & 3rd
Tuesday each month, at 7pm. at
the lower level of Kinmount
Library. We welcome you to
contact any member and come
out and join us. Members will be
selling Vesey's Spring Bulbs,
available in early May. These are
beautiful bulbs, sure to enhance

any garden, so be sure to check
them out. Contact any Lions member or Trish at The Slice of the
North. Last month we took part in
Big Brothers & Big Sisters Bowl
for Kids Sake and our group won
BEST COSTUME for our time
slot. To everyone a BIG Thank
you for your generosity.
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The Legend of Polly Cow, cont. from p.2
voice and on many a moonlight
night have the pine-crowned islands of Stony Lake re-echoed the
sweet melody of her quaint and
weird native songs, the faint ripple
of the waters keeping time as she
paddled her canoe beneath the
shadows of the overhanging
boughs of out on the open lake in
the splendour of the full moon.
She was the ever-worshipped idol
of her father and of many others,
who were alarmed when, at the
age of sixteen, she grew ill of a
fever. The best efforts of the
'medicine men' were futile to stay
the ravages of the disease and
Handsome Jack was inconsolable.
So died the beautiful Polly Cow
on an evening when the setting
sun shot golden shafts through the
frost-bitten leaves that fluttered in
the autumn wind. The old Indian
chief was heart-broken. He was
determined that his darling daughter should sleep in a fitting grave,
and accordingly repaired to one,
the most southern of the three islands at the point where the waters
of Clear Lake run into Katchewanooka--the Water of Many
Rapids.
The Indians, led by Handsome
Jack in his canoe at their head,
brought the body of Polly Cow
down through Stoney and Clear
Lakes to a small island, the most
southerly of three, just below the
rapids at Youngs Point. Handsome
Jack's friend "Nathaway", was the
only white man to accompany this
strange and sad flotilla down the
lake. . . . . Then he brought his
daughter's body from Young's
Point in a birch-bark coffin which
Pat Young and his brother Matt
had helped the Indian Chief build.

On this island, about ten feet from
the water's edge, he dug the grave
with his own hands and walled it up
with stones. Then, placing the body
in a birch-bark coffin, he paddled it
down the lake in his canoe and buried it in the grave he prepared beneath a balsam tree, which is still
standing to mark the lonely grave of
Handsome Jack's daughter. The
disconsolate father then cleared
away the trees and brushwood between the grave and the water's
edge so that the dead girl's spirit
could wander there daily for water,
as was the Indian belief.
Afterwards, Handsome Jack stayed
with the Youngs for a time, and
while there he would never consent
to sleep in a bed inside the Young's
cabin, but lay on the ground beside
the front step even on the cold late
autumn nights. Every evening soon
after dusk, he would push off from
the Point in his birch bark canoe,
and paddle down to the island to
keep watch over his beloved daughter's grave, keeping this up until the
first thin ice of winter made it impossible.
Night after night did the sadhearted chief watch the grave, until
he joined his daughter in the Happy
Hunting Grounds in 1835. Since the
occurrence of this touching incident
these islands have been called Polly
Cow Islands. They are only about a
half a mile below the small village
of Young's Point, and can be easily
visited . . . . . . The squaw of Handsome Jack survived him many
years, and married an Indian named
Snow-storm. . . .
pp 218-22, History of the County
of Peterborough by C. Pelham
Mulvany et al, Toronto 1884.

Lend a Hand
PITCH IN DAY
Saturday May 4, 10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.
Kinmount Railway Station
Prizes & Refreshments!
Student community hours opportunity

CGC Ltd.

Warren Gas Services
PRO

PHONE
PROPANE
:
SERVICES
(705)
4883294

15 Years Serving Kinmount & Area
SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION PROPANE
FURNACES,, FIRE PLACES
BBQ'S, WATER HEATERS

BLAINE WARREN
Certified Gas Technician
CGC_LTD@hotmail.com

705-488-3294

CHARLIE
CAMERON

Heating & Cooling
Sales & Service
———————————————————
For All You Heating and Cooling Needs
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances
Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc.

(705) 454-1212

Coboconk, Ont.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Kinmount District Health Services Foundation

June 4th, 2013
9:00 a.m.
at Kinmount Medical Centre
Members of the public are invited
and encouraged to attend!
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Stories From Crystal Lake

10 KM North of Kinmount on County Rd. 121

HAIR SHOP
UNISEX SALON
Main Street (Hwy. 35) Coboconk

705-454-9956
Open Mon-Sat
9AM
Men’s and Ladies’
No Appointment Necessary

New Installations or Renovations

Galway Township has been prospected to death, and the motherlode of minerals never found. Well,
almost never. In the 1930s, uranium
became one of the hotly sought
after minerals. The invention of the
Geiger-counter and the airplane
made the search much easier. The
Geiger-counter had revealed some
promise in the vicinity of Crystal
Lake, and World War II suddenly
created a demand. The Manhattan
Project was the code word for the
development of the atomic bomb.
Uranium was needed and the war
effort turned to one of its sources:
Crystal Lake. A deep shaft mine
was opened in the hillside overlooking Nogies Creek where it exited Crystal Lake at the dam. Legend
has it the shaft ran for hundreds of
feet under the lake before the mine
was abandoned. Nobody is certain
how much uranium was extracted
or whether it was used for the atomic bombs. Eventually the mine shaft
was sealed to keep adventure seekers from exploring. Today all that
remains are a few ore carts in the
creek and a few legends.
One of the earliest settlers at
Crystal Lake was a trapper/hunter
named Antoine Robert. He originally settled on lot 20, concession A,
along the Bobcaygeon Road. Lead
and silver were found on his lot,
and Robert sold his holding for $25

and moved to Crystal Lake to a
shanty along the south shore. The
place is called Robert‘s Landing
today. Robert was not a ‗fancy‘
person, and personal hygiene was
not a priority. His body odour eventually became so bad, the Galway
Township Council stepped in under
the public health code. Local, parttime constable Damon Peters was
hired to ―wash‖ Robert for the
princely sum of 75cents! Constable
Peters was to supply the soap.
Evidently resistance was expected.
History has left no records of the
aftermath of the assignment, but it
would likely have made a good
story!
Robert shared his accommodations
with another trapper named
Sampson. One day Antoine Robert
met with an accident and drowned
in Crystal Lake. His body was
recovered and buried next to his
shanty. That fall a groundhog
burrowed into the gravesite. When
spring arrived he burrowed out. The
superstitious Sampson believed it
was the ghost of Robert resurrecting himself to take revenge on
Sampson for some past slight and
fled the area never to return!
Another legend about Crystal Lake
concerns the ghost of Dennis
Sheehan, but that story will wait for
a later occasion.

Mansfield Plumbing

APRIL HIGH FIVE CLUB

Commercial, Residential, Cottages

HAPPY BELATED BIRTHDAY

Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber

Mallory Crego

Complete systems from in-coming water to
out-going waste!
16 Highland Gate Blvd.
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0

705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent?
KINMOUNT & AREA ARTISAN’S GUILD
invites you to market your creations at

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE
Lower Level , Kinmount Community Centre

Call 705-488-2938
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Kristy Lafferty, Caroline Morrow, Amy Freeman, Nicole Freeman,
Jennifer Freeman, Ruth Theobald, Phebee Crego,
Lynne Callaghan, Tom Watson, Larry Silver, Linda Brain,
Helen Dettman, Wayne Peters

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Bill & Helen Dettman
Give Your High Five by Friday, April 19 for the May Gazette
kinmountgazette@hotmail.com
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Kinmount...Explore Our Heritage, Experience Our Charm!
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COMMITTEE

Spot the Shot

Guy Scott, Editor
P.O. Box 249
Kinmount, Ontario

Each edition we feature a photo from
the Kinmount Area. We challenge you
to identify the spot.

Phone: 705-488-3182
E-mail: gdsscott@mail.com
Submissions of photos welcome. Please
submit to the editor via email with a
detailed description of the spot you
have captured.

We’re on the Web
www.kinmount.ca

Last month’s Spot the Shot: Skidoos
lay waiting by the Kinvale Restaurant
for their owners to return from their
destination break in Kinmount.

Gazette Committee:

Lynne Kilby, Staff Writer
Jane Austin, Publisher
Yvette Brauer, Advertising/Finance

Submission Deadline
For May edition:
Friday, April 19

From the Editor’s Desk

A big thank you to everyone
who participated in the recent
Loonie Auction/Dinner fundraiser on behalf of the
Kinmount Gazette and the
Victoria Pony Club. We were
overwhelmed by the prize
donations. Thanks to Sue Pearson and staff for the delicious
meal. Our Loonie Auctioneer
Doug did his usual stellar job.
It was a fun evening for a good
cause. I owe an apology to the
staff of the Gazette: I forgot to
introduce them to the crowd
and thank them for their
efforts. I guess there is always
next year!
The Kinmount Pioneer Society
is holding a recruiting meeting
on Monday April 13 @ 2:00
pm at the Galway Hall. The
KPS is responsible for the
superb Pioneer Exhibit at the
annual Kinmount Fair. The
Society needs assistance and
new volunteers to keep the
good work going. Anyone

interested in this worthwhile
project is invited to attend.
Members of the Society will
have displays and examples of
past shows. The Society has
been producing Kinmount
history for 28 years! Let‘s get
behind them and keep this fine
organization alive and vibrant.
The Greater Harvey Historical
Society will be holding its annual meeting on Sunday May 5 @
2:00 pm at the Galway Hall.
The GHHS also includes
Galway Township residents.
The speaker will be Dorothy
Duncan, Past President of the
Ontario Historical Society. She
will be speaking about the Peter
Robinson Emigration. This is a
topic that applies to many
Kinmount residents. Everyone
is welcome to attend. Watch for
further details in the next
Gazette.
The GHHS operates an archives
and research facility at its headquarters in the old Highways
Shed on County Road 49 just
outside of Bobcaygeon. They
are open every Wednesday 10-2
pm.
The Gazette always welcomes
articles and photos (and information!) related to our community.

Thanks this edition to Bob
Allen for the story on Johnny
Owens. We love to have history
and stories about the area. In the
next editions of the Gazette we
will be reporting on more ―side
roads‖; especially Union Creek,
Byrnes Line and the Galway
Road. If you have any details
about these communities, please
feel free to contact me. It‘s the
little details that bring these
histories to life. Also a thanks to
Barb Cain for the story of the
Cain Family of Crystal Lake.
Both these submissions arrived
just at the right moment for our
Side Roads series. GS

Above: March snow painted the
world white Far left: Crystal Lake
(Swamp Lake) 1904;
Bottom:Crystal lake with its many
bays in centre. The lakes are white
because the photo was taken during
the late winter & they are ice
covered! At right is Wolf (St Croix)
Lake on border with Cavenidish. At
bottom is Loom Lake.
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705-488-3030

.B .
L.L

O.

Canadian & Chinese Food
Breakfast 8 am to 11 am - Lunch 11 am to 2 pm

(705) 488 2596

David Anderson
705-488-2005
Christine Weerdenburg 705-488-2114

10% off Pick Up order Over $30.00 (Cash Only)
Summer Hours 7am - 9pm
www.kinvale.com

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace
Local Fine Art, Handcrafts, Gifts & Antiques
History Books & Souvenirs
Lower Level
Kinmount Community Centre
County Rd. 45 W. at 121
705-488-1414

SHOP TAX FREE!
Hours - Friday, Saturday & Sunday 10 - 4
For a peak inside the market visit kinmount.ca

(705) 488 2683

TREE REMOVAL

Don’t forget to tell our advertisers you saw their ad in
THE KINMOUNT GAZETTE

APRIL
SPECIAL
15% OFF
DOCKS

