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The Lumber Shantys were a major employer 

in the area. Each shanty employed between 

30 and 50 men. With an average of 50 shan-

tys operating each year in the Ottawa-Huron 

Tract (Muskoka-Kawarha Lakes water-

sheds), a large number of workers were re-

quired. Many of these men were locals, with 

a large number being single men over the 

age of 16 years old. Shanty jobs were guar-

anteed employment for young workers who 

havenôt settled into a career such as farming 

or mill working. Married farm men also used 

the position as an opportunity to make some 

badly needed cash at a time of year when 

work on the farm was derailed by winter 

conditions. The family (ie the wife and older 

children) carried out winter chores back on 

the farm while the males worked in the 

Bush. Many a farm wife was a ñshanty wid-

owò for the winter months.  

The Lumbermen were also in competition 

for workers with the saw mills, road build-

ers, railway companies and farmers. Work-

ing in the Bush was hard, gruelling work for 

low pay, and many local workers preferred 

the easy work of other occupations or re-

ceived higher wages from other sources. 

While local workers were preferred, the 

enormous number of workers required 

could not be supplied by the local popula-

tion. To make up the shortfall, large lum-

bermen like Mossom Boyd recruited shan-

tymen from Quebec. These were mostly 

young, single men who needed the employ-

ment. They were usually placed together in 

one shanty with an interpreter to bridge the 

language barrier as most did not speak 

English. The foreman, clerk and cook were 

always permanent, local employees.  

Sometimes the Quebec crews were mixed 

with local men, but not often.  

Each shantyman signed a contract before 

going into the camp. The following is a 

contract from the Mossom Boyd Company 

(1850) for employees of the square timber 

trade. It should be noted the obligations 

rested with the workers, while the legal  

Continued on p. 8 
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In the early 1860s settlement 

spread up the Hastings Road 

to Bancroft and beyond. At a 

point one township north of 

Bancroft the Hastings Coloni-

zation Road met the Peterson 

Colonization Road which ran 

east-west. At this important 

cross roads, the village of 

Maynooth developed. The 

first business was (obviously) 

an inn with tavern for the 

comfort of travellers and to 

slake the thirst of same travel-

lers. The inn was run by a 

Michael Doyle and thus the 

settlement was first called 

Doyleôs Corners. When it 

came time to establish a post 

office, 3 names were submit-

ted. Tara and Oxenden were 

already used for other Ontario 

post offices, so the third 

choice Maynooth was select-

ed. Maynooth is a town in 

Ireland that was noted for its 

famous castle. As the names 

hint, a majority of the settlers 

at Maynnoth were Irish. Most 

of them came via the Peterson 

Road from the Ottawa Valley. 

Maynooth was closer to the 

Ottawa Valley than to Belle-

ville, the Hastings County 

seat. In fact, North Hastings is 

on the Madawaska River wa-

tershed, which flows east into 

the Ottawa River. 

Maynooth quickly became a 

thriving shopping centre for 

the settlers of the surrounding 

townships of Herschel, Wick-

low, Bangor and McClure. 

Like Kinmount, the village 

lay at the junction of all 4 

townships and 2 colonization 

roads. The lumber industry 

fed the economy of 

Maynooth. By 1880 the vil-

lage contained 4 general 

stores, 2 hotels, 2 black-

smiths, a grist mill, a sawmill 

and the prerequisite churches 

and schools. The Irondale, 

Bancroft & Ottawa Railway 

never entered Maynooth, but 

stage connections from Mud 

Lake and later Birdôs Creek were 

only a few miles away. The Cen-

tral Ontario Railway (COR) 

eventually reached Bancroft in 

1900 and Maynooth in 1906. 

Before this last date, the mer-

chants of Maynooth preferred to 

use the Peterson Road to get 

their goods from Haliburton 

which had the Victoria Railway 

by 1878. The arrival of the 

IB&O (1899) at Birdôs Creek 

further cemented the con-

nections with Haliburton 

County to the west. This 

doesnôt say much for the 

Hastings Road, which was 

considered as virtually im-

passable to wheeled traffic! 

Prosperity came and went in 

Maynooth. The lumber in-

dustry and local farms 

fuelled early growth, but 

both faded badly by 1900. 

Mining in the area burned 

hot and cold, the latest rush  

being the uranium mines in 

the 1950s. Tourism sparked 

an  

economic revival after World War 

II, and its location near  

Algonquin Park helped. Maynooth 

has always been a municipal cen-

tre, home base for the 6 northern 

townships of Hastings County: 

Herschel, Wicklow, Bangor, Mon-

teagle, McClure and Carlow. To-

day all these townships are amal-

gamated into the Municipality of 

Hastings Highlands. The railways 

are both gone: the IB&O in 1959 

and the COR in 1976. The Has-

tings Road has become a major 

highway and the Peterson Road 

east still exists as a highway. 

The Peterson Road west is long 

since abandoned.  

From top: Maynouth circa 

1914l; same street in May-

nouth today; a map of Has-

tings County 
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Soldiers of the Great War:  Wm. Valentine 

The Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  

Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace or 
Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

William Valentine was born in 

1891 at the family farm near 

Minerôs Bay. He was the son of 

Joseph Valentine and Caroline 

Brohm. In March 1915 he joined 

the Minden Platoon of the 109th 

Battalion. When the 109th Battalion 

reached Britain in 1916, it was 

broken up for reinforcements for 

older existing battalions. William 

ended up in the 38th (Ottawa) Bat-

talion. By the start of 1917, the 

Canadian Corps was being concen-

trated near Vimy Ridge (near Ar-

ras, France) for a new offensive. In 

the spring of 1917, the French ar-

mies were planning a massive at-

tack along the Western Front; the 

so-called Neville Offensive. The 

British Armies were asked to stage 

diversionary attacks on their sector 

of the Western Front to distract the 

Germans. The Canadian Corps 

were given the task of attacking 

Vimy Ridge. On March 25, Wil-

liam Valentineôs battalion staged a 

ñtrench raidò on the German Front 

to acquire information about the 

German defensives and capture 

prisoners. The Battalion historian 

picks up the tale: 

ñNew Yearôs Day, 1917, came and 

went with the 38th Battalion in the 

front line near Vimy Ridge. 

It was a very quiet rotation, the war 

diarist recording simply ñcoldò as 

the description for the unitôs 

activities although four men were 

killed by German artillery and ma-

chine gun fire by the tourôs end 

on 5 January.1 The Ottawa battal-

ion went through the cycle all over 

again a week later as snow 

continued to fall along their front. 

As usual, the quiet nature of this 

period at the front was 

deceiving as even relatively light 

exchanges of artillery, machine 

gun, and rifle fire caused losses. 

Between 11 and 17 January the 

38th suffered another nine killed.2 

Private Cuthbert Dutton 

recounted that some of these men 

were killed by German trench mor-

tars, ñflying pigsò as he 

called them, that made a ñterrific 

pop when they hitò the ground.3 

The next few weeks brought 

three more rotations in the support 

and front line trenches in the Vimy 

Ridge area but the front 

continued to be quiet and the battal-

ion suffered just four dead during 

that length of time.4 

After a few quiet days, the Ottawa 

battalion carried out a raid on the 

German trenches opposite its posi-

tion. At 5.30 p.m. (after dark) on 22 

February 5 officers and 85 men 

launched the raid, supported by 

artillery, mortars, and machine 

guns. The raiding party was divided 

into five sections, each commanded 

by a lieutenant. Those involved in 

the raid later reported that 33 

Germans had been killed, at least 

another 40 wounded, 6 dugout shel-

ters had been bombed, the enemy 

barbed wire in the area was 

ñpractically nilò, and their trenches 

were in poor shape. The cost to the 

38th was, in comparison, 

light at 5 men killed and 27 

wounded.6 

The 38th spent another three 

days at the front, until 25 

February when most of the 

unit pulled back to Villers-

au-Bois to man the support 

trenches. On 1 March the 

entire Ottawa battalion pre-

pared for possible action 

after learning that a Canadi-

an trench raid carried out by 

the 54th and 75th Battalions 

had caused heavy German 

losses and it was expected 

this would lead to an enemy 

counter-attack. No such 

counter-attack took place, 

but four men from the 38th 

Battalion were killed that 

day.7 

Then, on the morning of 25 

March, the battalion 

marched to the front for its 

next tour staring across No 

Manôs Land at the enemy. 

During its first night in place 



on top of them. He immediately began to  

call for help with all the volume he could 

muster. 

About 1 mile away, on the east side of the 

lake, lived the Peacocks. On that day, Theo, 

being an ardent outdoorsman and trapper, 

had set out in the morning to tend his trap 

line. His brother Ford was in the garage re-

pairing some equipment. The family dog 

became restless and began to while. Ford 

thought the dog needed out, so he opened the 

door. As he did so, he thought he heard 

someone calling for help and he thought of 

his brother Theo. Ford took off at the run 

and when he arrived at the dam he could see 

the horses thrashing about in the water. At 

the same time, Uncle John Switzer arrived 

on the scene.  

The water was very cold and the horses had 

now been in it for half an hour. Although 

they had struggled violently at first, they 

were now becoming lethargic as hypother-

mia set in. 

A decision was made to get the horses dis-

connected from the snow plow and free them 

by cutting the harness in order to give them 

more freedom to struggle. The second deci-

sion was to put a rope around the neck of 

each horse and tighten it the point where the 

horse was struggling for breath, and thereby 

cause the horse to make a desperate effort to 

get out of the water.  

This seemingly bizarre pro-

cedure worked ï the horse 

got the front feet on top of 

the ice, and with the other 
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Near Disaster:  Horses Through the Ice on White Lake 

A team of draft horses was a vital part of 

most farming or logging operations. Since 

most of the wood hauling was done in win-

ter, it was common to have the teams haul 

logs over frozen bodies of water. A team of 

horses weighed at least 3,000 pounds and 

crashing through thin ice was a constant 

hazard. Ted Thomson from the White Lake 

Settlement records one such accident in 

1935 involving his Dad, Gordon Thomson.  

ñOn March 6, 1935 a considerable amount 

of snow had fallen on White Lake, and Dad 

decided to snow plow a trail to haul sleigh 

loads of logs or cord wood to the Simmons 

Mill or to be loaded on rail cars at Irondale. 

By todayôs standards, the snow plow was a 

very primitive outfit, made of wood with 

iron braces. The plow was pulled by a team 

of horses, who necessarily proceeded the 

plow. My Dad travelled into a narrow chan-

nel, about 100 yards above the White Lake 

dam, where the current had worn the ice 

very thin from flowing over submerged logs 

and deadheads. The water depth would be no 

more than 10 feet at this time of year. The 

ice thickness on other parts of the lake 

would be at least 20 inches, more than suffi-

cient to support a team of horses safely, as 

well as sleighs loaded with logs. 

With no warning, the horses went through 

the ice, and Dad came close to being pitched 

two men pulling on the harness, she got her 

front feet on the ice surface, and slid onto 

the ice and gradually got to her feet! The 

same procedure worked with the second 

horse, who now had more ñwiggle roomò in 

the hole in the ice. The men wisely decided 

the horses should be kept moving to stave 

off any further advance of hyperthermia. So 

with Dad leading one and Uncle John the 

other, they set off for home as fast as they 

could possibly travel.  

When they arrived at the barn, every availa-

ble horse blanket, and any other old blanket, 

was put on them and they were led around 

and around the barnyard until they warmed 

up, and then they were put in their stalls in 

the barn where they were given extra por-

tions of oats and molasses.  

A few days later, one of the Toronto news-

papers ran a story on this incident, but in 

doing so, they became confused as to what 

actually happened. According to this account 

it was my Dad (Gordon Thomson) who had 

gone through the ice and had to be choked 

into partial unconsciousness to get him out 

of the water!  

After this near disaster, it was very difficult 

to persuade the horses to go onto the lake ice 

surface when it was necessary to haul ice 

blocks to fill the ice houses. Once on the ice 

surface, they would settle down, but it was 

always a struggle to make the transition from 

land to ice. They never overcame that fear of 

the ñicy dipò 

Not all teams were so lucky.  
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The Victoria Pony 

Club hosted their 

annual fundraiser 

Trivia Night on 

March 7th 


