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Get Results! 
ADVERTISE IN  
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Rates per issue:  
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lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
705 - 488 - 2919  

The Gazette is a non profit monthly 
publication produced by volunteers. 
The Gazette depends on advertising 
sales & donations to remain operating. 
We are very grateful for the continuing 
support of area businesses & patrons.   
Do you enjoy the Gazette? 

Send a donation! 
Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0 
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.  
Your name will appear in our  
Thank You to Our Patrons Section  
Tax Receipts issued for Donations $25+ 

Please see www.kinmounthighlandgames.com 

or email : 

kinmount_highland_games@outlook.com 

Call Jane at 705-731-7283 for more infor-

mation. 
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Annual Highland Games Returns July 9th 

They are back!  After a successful inau-

gural year, the KCPED is please to an-

nounce the return of the Kinmount High-

land Games.   

Located at the beautiful Kinmount Fair-

grounds, the Highland Games have 

something for everyone!  Highland 

Dance Competitions, Heavy Events, 

Pipes and Drums, Entertainment, Agri-

cultural Displays, and Vendors make a 

wonderful way to spend the day. 

Vendors and Food Trucks are welcome  

to register to participate in the day. 

Community groups are welcome to par-

ticipate. 

Kinmount 
Highland 
Games 
Photos by 
Melissa 
and Ryan 
Simmons 
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Friends and Neighbours: Port Hope 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Port Hope, at the spot where 
the Ganaraska River flows 
into Lake Ontario, was well 
used by Natives before Euro-
pean settlement. A native 
village called Cochingomink 
existed along the Ganaraska. 
It was often called ñtorontoò, 
a Mississauga term meaning 
ñcarrying placeò. The natives 
portaged their canoes over-
land to Rice Lake from this 
site. (Anyone who has seen 
the Ganaraska River realizes 
it is not canoe-friendly!) The 
term ñtorontoò also applied to 
the spot where the Don River 
met Lake Ontario, and Port 
Hope eventually passed the 
term to its western neighbour! 
The spot was renamed 
Smithôs Creek after the first 
fur trader, Peter Smith, who 
set up shop here in the 1790s 
to deal with the Natives who 
frequented the spot. Lawrence 
Herkimer, a Loyalist, replaced 
Smith until the trading post 
was moved inland to Rice 
Lake. The next worthies in 
the area were 3 Loyalist fami-
lies: Elias Smith, Jonathan 
Walton and Abraham Walton. 
They were given the entire 
township of Hope as a Loyal-
ist land grant if they brought 
in 40 settler families. Thus the 
area became a hot bed of ñlate
-Loyalistò settlers from the 
USA.  
By 1819, Smithôs Creek fea-

tured a small harbour and 4 
stores, 2 taverns, 2 breweries, 
2 distilleries, a saw mill, a 
gristmill and a carding mill. 
The same year, a public meet-
ing was held and the small 
village was renamed Port 
Hope after a Lieutenant  Gov-
ernor of the colony. The port 

began to flourish 
and a harbour com-
mission was formed 
to promote the ship-
ping industry. Port 
Hope became a 
major harbour, ship-
ping such products 
as lumber, grain and 
flour from the sur-
rounding hinterland. 
This hinterland also 
included Peterbor-
ough and Victoria 
Counties. Port Hope 
became the port for 
the backwoods 
townships thanks to 
its road connection 
due north to Peterborough. This 
road was extended further north 
and eventually became the Bob-
caygeon Colonization Road 
north of the Kawartha Lakes. 
Rice Lake shielded the rival 
town of Cobourg from Peterbor-
ough County, but the roads due 
north of Port Hope (now high-
way #28) missed this watery 
obstacle and serviced the area 
north along the Kawartha Lakes. 
During the pioneer era, Port 
Hope became the entry point for 
settlers to Kinmount and Hali-
burton County. Almost all the 
early settlers including the Peter 
Robinson migration) travelled 
through Port Hope. The town 
became a key cog in the trans-
portation system of Peterbor-
ough, Victoria and Haliburton 

Counties. 
In the 1850s railways 
became all the rage. 
Cobourgôs railway at-
tempted to reach Peter-
borough by crossing 
Rice Lake on a massive 
trestle. It didnôt work. 
Port Hope on the other 
hand, build their railway 
line north-west directly 
to Lindsay, missing Rice 

Lake, and cementing Lindsayôs 
prosperity as a railway centre. 
The population of Port Hope 
doubled every decade in the mid-
1800s as it boomed as a trans-
portation hub. But as railways 
eventually replaced ships as the 
main mode of moving goods and 
people, Port Hope was no longer 

needed as a water port and the 
town stagnated.  
The town did acquire an industrial 
base beyond natural resources. 
Some industries that located in 
Port Hope included Molsonôs 
Brewery, Nicholson File Company 
and Cooey Firearms. Molsonôs 
Brewery operated in Port Hope for 
decades, cashing in on the local 
specialty, Northumberland Barley. 
All through the 1800s, the area 
was famous for producing the best 
brewing barley in North America.  
The town of Port Hope was clus-

tered in the valley 
of the Ganaraska 

River. During most 
of the year, this 
river is a shallow 

brook. But in the 
spring run off, it 

can flood quite 
severely. On nu-

merous occasions, 
the main street has 
been under swift 

flowing water! The 
floods in Port Hope 

are legendary; on 
one occasion cars 

were carried way 
out into Lake On-

tario by the ram-
paging waters! 
Each spring the 

town flouts its fa-
mous floodway by 

staging a ñraceò 
down the Ga-

naraska. The 
ñPaddle Your Fan-

ny Down The Gannyò has be-
come famous for its garish floats 
and humourous antics. 
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705-488-1349 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  
Kinmount Gazette! 

 

Signor Farini was arguably Port 
Hopeôs most famous resident. In real 
life he was William Hunt, a farm boy 
from Hope Township. One day while 
in Bowmanville, he attended a circus 
when he became infatuated with the 
acrobats. He went home and began to 
practice high wire balancing and acro-
batics. Despite his fatherôs disapprov-
al, he put on a performance in Port 
Hope in 1859, walking a high wire 
over the main street and the Ganaraska 
River, a dangerous stunt! To ad mys-
tique to his show, he called himself 
Signor Farini. 
The act attracted attention and he de-
cided his next performance would be 
to do the high wire stunt over Niagara 
Falls. This was the age of performing 
stunts over the Falls, such as high wire 
walks, riding a barrel over the Falls, 
etc. The greatest high wire performers 
in the world, such as the French stunt-
man Blondin, frequently played Niag-
ara Falls. The Great Farini was one of 
the most daring and talented aerialists. 
He walked the wire over the Falls on 
many occasion starting in 1860. To 
add spice to the event, he threw in all 
sorts of feats. He crossed the gorge by 
high wire with a man on his back. 
Another time he did a somersault half 
way across. On another occasion, he 
walked halfway across the gorge, low-
ered himself down 200ô by rope onto 
the Maid Of The Mist boat, drank a 
glass of wine, climbed back to the 
high wire and finished the walk! To 
return to the Canadian side of the 
gorge, he blindfold-
ed himself and tied 
two baskets on his 
feet. He lived! At 
yet another walk, he 
carried a washtub to 
the middle of the 
wire, lowered a 
bucket down into 
the river, filled it 
with water, brought 
it up and washed 
handkerchiefs! The 
Great Farini exceed-
ed many of the feats 
previously per-
formed by the Great 
Blondin.  
After wearing out 
the Niagara Falls 
routine, the Great 
Farini toured the 
USA for several 

years before heading to 
Europe. He toured Europe 
with his wife Alice and his 
adopted son El Ninjo. His 
life was not without trage-
dy. While walking above a 
bull fighting stadium in 
Cuba with his wife Alice 
on his shoulders, she 
waved to the roaring 
crowd, lost her balance 
and fell to her death.  
Signor Farini (aka Wil-
liam Hunt) was clever 

enough not to push his 
luck. After a ten year ca-

reer on the high wire cir-
cuit, he decided to retire 
while he was still alive. 

After retirement in 1869, 
he became a trainer of 

acrobats, a talent agent for 
various circuses including 

the famous P. T. Barnum 
and an inventor of stunt 
tricks. He was credited 

with inventing the famous 
human cannonball act. 

The Great Farini eventually re-
tired to his home town of Port 

Hope.  

The Great Farini 
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The Icelandic Saga:  Part IV 
Icelanders in Manitoba who left here last 
fall. They say they are comfortable in their 
new home, and well satisfied with their 
treatment by the Government. They experi-
enced some difficulty in obtaining provi-
sions at first, but that no doubt was due to 
the lateness of the season and the long dis-
tance from settlement.ò 
The Icelandic settlement at Kinmount was a 
failure pure and simple. The whole episode 
was a perfect storm of circumstance and 
fate. The whole episode got off to a poor 
start back in Iceland with transportation 
issues delaying the immigration. The move 
to Kinmount was ill organized. The lay-off 
in railway construction destroyed their 
plans. The settlers were forced onto assis-
tance and the settlement at Kinmount dis-
persed to find temporary work. Back coun-
try farming was unknown to them and there 
was a steep learning curve. The dispora of 
the settlement meant they would never re-
main at Kinmount. The Manitoba move-
ment did provide relief at their darkest mo-
ment and salvaged their dreams of living as 
a community in Canada.  
All trace of the Icelandic settlement at Hay-
ford soon vanished. The buildings decayed 
or were destroyed by new settlers to clear 
their fields. The graves of approximately 30 
Icelanders were soon erased by time. Only 
one Icelander remained in Kinmount for 
more than a year. An Icelandic girl married 
a Henry Bradburn, an English weaver who 
was working at the Goodman carding mill 
nearby the Icelandic village at Hayford. 
They settled on the Pinery Road on the farm 
later occupied by the Cavanaugh family. In 
1890, the Bradburns moved west to Manito-
ba as well. The story of the Icelandic settle-
ment at Kinmount was reduced to memories 
and legends.  
New Iceland went on to flourish. More Ice-
landers immigrated to Canada and became 
proud Canadians. 
A special bond 
grew between 
Iceland and Cana-
da. This bond 
flourishes to this 
very day. Several 
years ago when 
Icelandôs curren-
cy crashed, there 
was a serious 
discussion about 
shelving the old 
currency and us-
ing the Canadian 
dollar! Today a 
memorial to the 
gallant settlers 

Editorôs note: I was recently reminded by a 
loyal reader that the Gazette had not finished 
the Icelandic Saga. The series continued 
with part II and part III. When we last left 
our Icelandic History, the former residents of 
Kinmount were arriving in the province of 
Manitoba.  
The group of anxious Icelandic pioneers, 
now numbering close to 300 souls, arrived at 
the frontier village of Winnipeg on October 
11, 1875. The winter season was fast ap-
proaching, but the settlers decided to carry 
on regardless to their new home on the west 
shore of Lake Winnipeg. On October 16 they 
set off down the Red River, but 50 settlers 
(mostly young women) remained in Winni-
peg to find employment (mostly as domestic 
servants). The revenue would be welcome 
next year. Below the St Andrewsô Rapids, 
the Icelanders were taken in tow by the Hud-
son Bay Company steamer Colville arriving 
at the chosen settlement site a mere 5 days 
later.  
The site for the new settlement had been 
selected by the advance party during the 
summer scouting expedition. It consisted of 
a stretch of shore line 36 miles long on the 
west shore of Lake Winnipeg. Besides being 
an inviting stretch of land with fertile soil, 
timber and waterfront, it was also conven-
iently outside the borders of the province of 
Manitoba. It was still in the Keewatin Terri-
tory, but the Icelanders were able to form 
their own government: called New Iceland. 
The new arrivals settled at Willow Point, 
near the present day Gimli for the first win-
ter. They built 30 log shanties to house the 
group, putting their Kinmount experience 
with wood to good use! A school was started 
during the winter. 
In the spring, most able bodied residents 
dispersed to Winnipeg or neighbouring 
farms to seek work. That same year, a new 
body of 1,200 immigrants arrived to swell 
the population. Things hadnôt changed much 
in Iceland since the Kinmount group left in 
1874: another volcanic eruption had spread 
disaster in the island nation. One of the new 
arrivals had brought the dreaded smallpox 
virus, and an epidemic soon enveloped the 
community. Over the next winter, approxi-
mately 100 settlers died of smallpox as well 
as numerous natives from the neighbouring 
village that had helped the new settlers so 
much in their first winter. Times did improve 
and the New Iceland settlement flourished. 
The recent migrants to new Iceland did re-
main in touch with their friends back in Kin-
mount. An account published in the Lindsay 
Post on January 28, 1876 quotes the Kin-
mount correspondent: 
ñAccounts have been received here from the 

graces the railway station yard in Kin-
mount. It is a fitting place for their memory 
to be preserved. The railway brought them 
to Kinmount and the railway drove them 
away.  

Above:  
Icelandic Shanties at Willow Point 1876, 
Below:  
Viking Statue at Gimli, Manitoba 
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          F`hkôr Bq`es Bqd`shnmr 

            Knitting & So Much More 
LOCATED AT IRONDALE STORE 

8193 County Road 503 

705 457 7103 
garoffey@yahoo.ca 

Clockwise from top: a 
strange water fowl visit-
ing the Main Street; a 
possum live trapped in 
Kinmount 

 Youôre invited to help  
clean up around town! 

Pitch-In Day 
Saturday, April 30 
10 am - 11 am 

Meet at Train Station 
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GAZETTE VOLUME 8 PATRONS 
 
 

Thank you to our Volume 8 Patrons 

     Janice & Buck Thibideau    Jack Holman  
     The Langlois Family                     Brian & Nancy Lemire 
     Horseless Carriage Museum 

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  
produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  
on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 
P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

Daniels Dandy Den 

Featuring Worldôs Smallest Bookshop 
ðððððððððððððððð 
¶ Self Serve Open 24 Hrs 

¶ One Price Only - $3.00 

¶ Old Paper 

¶ Large Selection of Topics 

¶ Recent & Old Fiction 

Proprietors: 
Gord & June Daniels 
3 Miles East of Kinmount 

#803 Hwy. 503 

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 
Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KIN-MOUNT ARTISANS MARKET-
PLACE 

Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre 

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

Kinmount Bursary Application Details 
Applicants must be enrolled in full-time studies (at least a 60% course 
load, or 40% if you have a permanent disability). Bursaries do not replace 
expected Government aid; applicants are expected to apply to the Ontario 
Student Assistance Program (OSAP), (or another Provinceôs government 
student assistance program) to help meet education-related costs. Bursary 
decisions are made in conjunction with the assessed need under your 
Government student assistance plan. If you have not already applied, 
OSAP applications are available on the Ministryôs website: http://
osap.gov.on.ca   If you have not applied for Government financial assis-
tance, your application will not be considered.  
Application Deadline: May 31, 2016.  
Academic Requirements: Accepted to a recognized post secondary  
institution (University, College or Trade School).  
Candidates must have a satisfactory overall academic standing.  
Bursary Eligibility: Bursary applicants are eligible to apply for their 
first and second year post secondary studies. Bursary applicants must 
have applied for and have been awarded OSAP funding. Bursary appli-
cants must reside within a 15 km radius of Kinmount.  
Documents Required: Completed, signed Bursary Application within 
the specified deadline of May 31, 2016. Applicant must be a resident 
within the 15km radius of Kinmount, as evidenced by  
1) a copy of your Driverôs License showing your current address or  
2) a copy of any other Government issued document showing your  
current address.  
Applications are available at Kinmount Pharmacy. 



Last monthôs Spot the Shot:  
Howland Junction 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 

Page 7 

 

705-488-2266 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

�t���E�d���� 
�&���D�/�>�z�� 

���K���d�K�Z�^ 
�<�/�E�D�K�h�E�d 

�ó�ì�ñ-�ð�ô�ô-�î�ò�ð�ò 

 "People ask me what I do in winter 
when there's no baseball. I'll tell you 
what I do. I stare out the window and 
wait for spring" (Rogers Hornsby) 
ñIt is spring again. The earth is like a 
child that knows poems by heart." 
Rainer Maria Rilke  
ñIs the spring coming?" he said. 
"What is it like?"é "It is the sun 
shining on the rain and the rain 
falling on the sunshine...ò Frances 
Hodgson Burnett, The Secret Garden  
ñSpring is the time of plans and 
projects.ò Leo Tolstoy, Anna 
Karenina  
ñSpring arrives and one remembers 
one's innocenceò Yoko Ono  
ñIt's spring fever. That is what the 
name of it is. And when you've got it, 
you wantðoh, you don't quite know 
what it is you do want, but it just 
fairly makes your heart ache, you 
want it so!ò Mark Twain  

"It is only the farmer 
who faithfully plants 
seeds in the Spring, who 
reaps a harvest in the Autumn.ò 
B. C. Forbes 
Donôt forget the great events this 
month: On April 27 itôs the 
Diner's Dinner at 12:00 p.m. at 
Burnt River Centre. On April 29 
the wonderful Highlands Cinemas 
opens for the season. Also itôs 
always a great night at the 
Kinmount Committee for 
Planning & Economic 
Development Annual Dinner 
Auction at Galway Hall on April 
30. 
Best Spring wishes to you and 
your families! 

Councillor�¶s Corner by Gord Miller 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 
  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2282 or email: hgbrauer@sympatico.ca  
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 

Volumes 1 - 7  $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

The Egg & 
Spoon Race 
at Kinmount 
Sparks, 
Brownies & 
Girl Guides 
Easter Party 

Kinmount 
Farmer�¶s Market 
Saturdays 9 am - 2 pm  
Victoria Day Weekend 

to Thanksgiving 
Austin Sawmill Park 

 


