
K I N M O U N T  G A Z E T T E 
T H E  K I N M O U N T  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  P L A N N I N G  A N D  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T 

Kinmount Gazette 

April 2018 Volume 10: Issue 6   

Inside this issue: 

Get Results! 
ADVERTISE IN  
THE GAZETTE!  

Rates per issue:  

Business Card Size    $20 
2 x Business Card    $40 
1/4 Page      $55 
1/2 Page      $100  
Full Page      $200  

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
705 - 488 - 2919  

The Gazette is a non profit monthly 
publication produced by volunteers. 
The Gazette depends on advertising 
sales & donations to remain operating. 
We are very grateful for the continuing 
support of area businesses & patrons.   
Do you enjoy the Gazette? 

Send a donation! 
Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0 
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.  
Your name will appear in our  
Thank You to Our Patrons Section  
Tax Receipts issued for Donations $25+ 

 
/ƻƻƪ ƻǊ .ŀƪŜ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΚ 

wŀƛǎŜ aŜŀǘ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎΚ 

    /ǊŜŀǘŜ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎΚ 
 

  
 

 

 
 is seeking top quality local growers and producers.   

If you grow or produce food items, produce artisan foods... 
WE WANT YOU!  

Call 416-986-7216 or email: 
info@kinmountfarmersmarket.ca 

From Victoria Day to Thanksgiving 
Open Saturdays 9 am - 2 pm 
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Friends and Neighbours: Powassan and South River 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Powassan 
Like Trout Creek, the village 
of Powassan did not exist 
until the arrival of the railway 
in the 1880s. This community 
grew up at the point where the 
railway crossed the South 
River. The first business in 
the village was, as you might 
guess, a saw mill on the South 
River. Earlier lumbermen had 
shipped logs down the South 
River to Lake Nipissing, but 
now the logs could be sawn 
locally and shipped out by 
rail. The village grew up 
around the railway station and 
the saw mill. Like its sister 
communities, Powassan flour-
ished from its position along 
the railway and later super-
highway #11. As the Musko-
ka Colonization Road de-
clines, the traffic moved east 
to this new corridor. Both 
these links are widely trav-
elled today and help keep the 
villages along their routes 
alive and prosperous.  
The communities in Parry 
Sound District were not 
blessed with first class farm-
land. They were settled in the 
late 1800s. This era was the 
golden age of agriculture in 
Ontario, and their agricultural 
fairs. (Kinmount Fair began in 
1872) Every farm community 
was encouraged to start an 
agricultural society and hold 
an annual fair. Parry Sound 
District was no exception and 
created a number of fairs 
among the rock farms. Today, 
there are still 8 agricultural 
fairs in this non-agricultural 
region. Powassan, Trout 
Creek and South River still 
hold their annual agricultural 
shows every year!  
South River 
South River is a town of 
about 1,000 on the Highway 
#11 corridor north of Sun-
dridge. This village did not 
exist until the railway came 
through Machar Township in 
the 1880s. Supplies for the 
surveyors had to be cadged 
into the area from Bummerôs 
Roost on the old Nipissing 
Colonization Road. So isolat-

ed was the area, supplies were 
hauled in by dog teams and to-
boggans on the snow!  In a twist 
of fate, the new hamlet put 
Bummerôs Roost out of busi-
ness as the railway made ghost 
towns out of the original com-
munities along the now aban-
doned Nipissing Road. 
The spot where the railway 
crossed the South River was an 
obvious spot for a railway sta-
tion and a settlement. Of course 
the number one business was 
the lumber industry.  South Riv-
er Lumber Company was a big 
employer for decades. About 
1900, the Standard Chemical 
Company set up a plant in 
South River. This company 
supplied such products as wood 
alcohol, antifreeze and charcoal. 
They operated 6 large plants 
across Ontario, including a 
monster operation at Donald, 
near Haliburton. The plant had a 
voracious appetite for wood, but 
could also use low grade wood 
of any type to produce alcohol. 
The company could not find 
enough workers in the area so 
Italian and Finish workers were 
brought in. Most of these recent 
arrivals were employed as 
ñjobbersò or wood cutters. To 
haul the wood, the company 
built a standard-gauge railway 
line 40 kilometers east to Al-
gonquin Park. During World 
War II, German POWs from 
Camp 10 were used to swamp 
wood to the factory. This was 
also the case for the Donald 
Plant (see January issue of the 
Gazette). After the War, logging 
trucks replaced the railway.  
South River was greatly aided 
by its position along the railway
-Highway #11 corridor. The 
railway continues to use this 
corridor today. The South River 
station closed in 1986, but was 
still a ñflag stopò on the line.  
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Military Cadets in High School 

TAOIST TAI CHI at Galway Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 10 am - noon 

In the late 1900s the concept of 
military training for young peo-
ple began to gain traction. The 
Boy Scout movement, started by 
Baden-Powell captured the spirit 
of instilling discipline and leader-
ship in youth. This principle was 
extended in Canada by the 
(military) cadet system. High 
school age children (14-20) were 
encouraged to join the cadet 
movement at schools. The pur-
pose of cadets was not only to 
learn military disciplines, but to 
adopt the qualities of leadership 
and cooperation. Canada did not 
have a large military (in 1914, the 
whole Canadian army numbered 
less than 3,000!), but relied in-
stead on a militia system. These 
part-time soldiers were really just 
members of the community who 
volunteered to ñstand on guardò 
for their country. They could be 
called to service anytime Canada 
felt threatened. The idea of start-
ing the military training and dis-
cipline early (for youth) was 

seized upon by the militia 
system. 
World War I (1914-1918) 
vindicated the preparedness 
instilled by the cadet system. 
The idea the militia could be 
enhanced by youth training 
really gained traction after 
1919 and the place to start 
such training was the continu-
ation schools. Fenelon Falls 
Continuation School was au-
thorized and encouraged to 
start a cadet program about 
1920. While not ñmandatoryò, 
there was pressure on all stu-
dents to join. The earliest 
instructors were veterans of 
the Great War and that expe-
rience was evident on the 
cadets right up to the uni-
forms! There were a platoon 
for both boys and girls. Fe-
nelon Falls resident and for-
mer cadet Monty Robson 
(well known to many Kin-
mount Fair goers as the voice 

Continued Pg. 5 
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History of High Schools 

Education has always been a high priority in 
Canadian Culture. In the earliest era of On-
tario History (before 1841), education was 
left to the initiative of the local settlers. Lo-
cal ñcommonò schools (todayôs elementary 
schools) were encouraged for all children, 
but the system was haphazard, varied from 
district to district and was largely left to the 
initiative of the parents in a particular sec-
tion. Much like today, there were 3 levels of 
schooling based on the English model: com-
mon schools for grades 1-8, Grammar 
schools (secondary or high schools), for 
grades 9-13 and college (university) for the 
ones who could afford it. Almost all school 
age children received some level of elemen-
tary education, but the two higher levels 
were considered luxuries or out of reach for 
most students.  
The 1841 School Act set up the framework 
for Ontario education that exists today. It 
became mandatory for municipalities to 
create common schools for all children, and 
gave the townships the power to levy taxes, 
build schools and hire teachers. School sec-
tions were organized and each section was 
required to operate its own school. The 
Ministry of Education set standards and 
oversaw the whole system. County boards 
did the actual policing of the individual 
schools. Due to various factors, notably 
geography, this became the era of the one-
room pioneer school.  
Each township was divided into school sec-
tions. Each section elected 3 trustees, built a 
school at a convenient geographical position 
in the section and operated that school. Each 
section had a secretary-treasurer who ran 
the financial operations of the school. Trus-
tees usually were not paid, looking upon 
their duties as a community service. The 
secretary-treasurer received a nominal sum, 
sometimes as little as $5 a year! The munic-
ipality collected the tax money and sent it to 
the treasurer several times a year. The coun-
ty Board of Education provided a list of 
standards and a school inspector.  
With the growth of the educational system 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

and the arrival of High Schools in the area 
after the 1890s, the school section system 
was reorganized. The individual school sec-
tions boards of trustees were phased out in 
favour of township trustees. These trustees 
were elected to manage all the schools in 
the township, both elementary and high 
schools. It was necessary to pool resources 
because now students going to secondary 
school were moving outside their school 
section and into the continuation schools. 
Grammar schools were only found in the 
larger centers. In our area, Lindsay Colle-
giate was the nearest High School. For the 
rural students, attending High School in-
volved ñboardingò in Lindsay; an added 
cost for the parents. As the province grew 
and matured, the demand for higher educa-
tion increased. Why should the rural or 
small-town students be punished for where 
they lived? After 1873, Grammar schools 
were renamed high schools and licenced to 
offer two streams: ñEnglish and Commer-
cial and Classical. The latter prepared stu-
dents for entry into university. A standard 
ñentry Examò was established for all appli-
cants and tuition fees were collected from 
every student attending high school. Still 
high school was out of reach for most stu-
dents. 
In 1896 the system was reorganized and 
rural schools were allowed to offer 
ñcontinuation classesò in their elementary 
schools. This meant high school could now 
be accessed outside the larger towns. While 
not every one room school would have clas-
ses above Grade 8, the villages could now 
offer high school right in the community! 
The Continuation schools, which shared 
space with the elementary schools, were 
organized into three divisions: lower 
(grades 9-10), middle school (grades 11-12) 
and upper school (grade 13). Grade 13 was 
usually not offered in the local continuation 
schools, but only available in Lindsay at 
LCVI. 
This system required some reorganization 
and expense by the local school boards. 

More student attending school meant larg-
er schools to house the larger school pop-
ulation. A flurry of large, new schools 
were built in most of the larger villages in 
the area. It also meant boards had to hire 
teachers with higher qualifications. No 
longer would grade 8 and Normal School 
(teachers College) suffice for the local 
school. Continuation teachers must have a 
high school degree (grade 2 certificate) or 
grade 3 (university). That meant more 
expense for the local board and more de-
mand for more qualified teachers. More 
students now had access to more educa-
tion closer to home. And the locals took 
advantage! 
By 1920, Continuation schools were es-
tablished in Fenelon Falls, Bobcaygeon, 
Kinmount and Woodville. Smart new 
brick two-story school houses were built 
to accommodate the new system. Kin-
mountôs new school was completed 
around 1905, perched high on the hill 
overlooking the valley of the Burnt River. 
Grades 1-8 occupied the lower floor while 
the high school held court in the upper 
level. Now students from all the little one 
room schools around the village could 
attend high school. Their education did 
not have to end at age 14. Most of the 
village students went on to attend high 
school, and a smattering of rural students 
joined them to make enough students to 
form classes. The rural students had to 
find their own transportation to Kin-
mount. Some walked, others rode horse-
back or used wagons/buggies and cutters 
in the winter. A large driving shed was 
built beside the new school to accommo-
date the equine influx. Many boarded 
with relatives or friends in the village. 
The very fact parents took these measures 
to enable their children to attend high 
school speaks volumes of how much edu-
cation was valued a century or more ago.  
Arnold Schroter was one of the rural-
stu-
dents Continued pg. 15 
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Military Cadets, cont. from p. 3 
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teachers. Someone thought our 
detachment could benefit from 
having instruction from a re-
cently returned war veteran. 
Alex Northey, fitting that quali-
fication, volunteered his ser-
vices to help us polish up the 
performance on the parade 
ground beside the old school. ñ 
The school also had a rifle club, 
led by the principal and spon-
sored by the Dominion of Cana-
da Rifle Club. Target shooting 
competitions were regularly 
held. It was not uncommon for 
the principal to take cadets out 
of school and hold class at the 
local rifle range during school 
hours! My, times have changed!  
The school cadet corps contin-
ued through World War II until 

the 1950s. Changing attitudes 
led to the cancellation of the 

school program. Today the ca-
det program still lives on out-
side the school system.  

Blocking the main street of Fe-
nelon Falls for a military in-

spection was just fine; Fenelon 
Cadet Corps outside the old 

schoolhouse.  
WWI experi-

ence is evident 

of the Fair) takes up the story: 
ñIn the Twenties, we were not 
long over the effects of the terri-
ble 1914-1918 war. The ñpowers
-that-beò thought it best to keep 
up mindful of that struggle, so 
the National Defence Depart-
ment shipped some boxes of 
Ross Rifles (firing pins re-
moved) to the school. A cadet 
corps was formed, and with the 
uniforms and puttees supplied, 
we looked like quite a formida-
ble group when each cadet 
shouldered a Ross Rifle and be-
came part of a rather respectable 
marching unit. Our small army 
was composed of two platoons.  
When the officer from the Dis-
trict Command of the regular 
militia came we went through a 
thorough field inspection. Com-
ing through that event with a 
good grade, which the visiting 
inspector assured us we had 
achieved, meant that some cele-
bration was in order. An orderly 
march over town to the ice 
cream parlour took care of our 
needs. My first experience with 
the Corps we had two women 
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Victoria Pony Club News 

VOLUME 10 IS HERE! 
 
 

Thank you to our Volume 10 Patrons 

 In Memory of Ed Alwyn  Phyllis OôReilly 
 Brian & Nancy Lemire  Buck & Janice Thibideau 
 The Pearson Family   Gerald Kylie  

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  
produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  
on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 10 

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 
P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

 

 

On Saturday March 3, the Victoria 
Pony Club held their annual banquet 
and fundraiser. The evening was a 
success with a full house bidding 
lustily on a variety of fine items in 
the Loonie Auction. Thanks to Auc-
tioneer Doug Pearson for his always 
entertaining efforts. Thanks to every-
one who donated items and attended 
the event. Special thanks to Bertôs 
Appliances of Fenelon Falls for do-
nating a freezer for the big draw!  
Watch out for news of the ponies and 
riders as they compete throughout 

References Available 

the year. 
 
Victoria Pony Club Member 
Wins Award 
Congratulations to Alexa Vahey of 
the Victoria Pony Club who was 
recently awarded an OEF bursary 
for post-secondary education. The 
Ontario Equestrian Federation 
awards bursaries to deserving Pony 
Club members. Lexie will be off to 
school in the fall.  

Interested in retailing your creations? 
KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE 

705 488 2938 or  
705 488 1414 



 
Last Monthôs Spot the Shot:  Look-
ing south down the rail trail from 
the driveway of the Highland Cine-
mas 
 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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April is the first of four months to 
have a length of 30 days, and the 
second of five months to have a 
length of less than 31 days. 
Commonly associated with the sea-
son of autumn in parts of the South-
ern Hemisphere, and spring in parts 
of the Northern Hemisphere, this 
may be one case where parallel 
diametric realities can be clearly 
presented and support truth to the 
phrase ñthere are always two sides 
to every storyò. 

The Romans gave the 
month the Latin 
name Aprilis, with the 
traditional etymology 
from the verb aperire, 
or "to open", as in allusion to its 
being the season when trees and 
flowers begin to "open" 
So, in our world of 2018, letôs 
proudly proclaim the spring of this 
year, ñOpenò  
 
Till next month, Gord 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 
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705 - 488 - 2282 or email: ybrauer@bell.net 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 9 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Tell our advertisers you saw their ad 
in the Kinmount Gazette! 

 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

"Every spring is the only spring - a perpetual astonishment."   
-  Ellis Peters 
 
"The first of April is the day we remember what we are the other 364 
days of the year." 
-  Mark Twain 
 
"April hath put a spirit of youth in everything." - William Shakespeare 
 
"April is a promise that May is bound to keep." - Hal Borland 
 
ñSpring is natureôs way of saying Letôs Party! - Robin Williams 

 


