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The Kinmount Gazette Celebrates 10 Years! 

Happy 160th Kinmount! It 
was April 1st 1859 when the 
Kinmount Post Office 
opened for the first time. A 
decade ago the community 
celebrated the sesquicenten-
nial with a year-long series 
of events and occasions. 
One of those occasions was 
the (temporary) founding of 
the Kinmount Gazette. It 
was only designed to be 16 
editions, spaced bi-weekly 
from April to November. 
Well here we are 10 years 
(and 128 issues) later; still 
plugging away.  
But this story is not about 
the Gazette, but about some 
other local organizations 
and groups that also cele-
brated milestones ten years 
ago. For some reason, 2009 
saw a lot of anniversaries. 
Here is an update on these 
special groups.  
Highlands Cinema: 40th 
Anniversary. 
Yep, hard to believe, but the 
local attraction has been 
around for 40 years! Keith 
Stata started off rather mod-
estly as a 58 seat theatre 
attached to the side of his 
house. Over the next 25 
years, the operation expand-

ed to over 4,000 square feet 
of theatre, museum and gen-
eral fun house. For a com-
plete history of the High-
lands Cinema, go back to 
volume 3 of the Gazette 
(2009) 
Artisans Cooperative Mar-
ketplace. 20th Anniversary 
It was a mere 20 years since 
the Marketplace opened in 
the basement of the Com-
munity Hall. And it is still 
going strong. The Market-
place is now open after itôs 
winter hibernation and the 
artisans (including the edi-
tor) are looking forward to 
another successful year. 
Kinmount Pioneer Society: 
35th Anniversary  
This branch of the Kin-
mount Fair began way back 
in 1984 as a one-time festi-
val to celebrate Ontarioôs 
Bicentennial. It is still func-
tioning, putting on a Herit-
age Display each year at the 
annual Kinmount Fair. The 
theme of this yearôs exhibit 
will be announced in the 
next month. 
Kinmount District Health 
Centre: 20th Anniversary 
The Health Centre opened 
its doors in 1999 in the old 

Galway-Cavendish Township 
office. The Centre has grown 
over the years with a few staff 
changes, but Dr Elena still 
mans the east wing. Not all 
the local communities have 
health services like Kin-
mount. Why, the story is so 
famous, they made a movie 
about it (Country Doctor).  
Kinmount United Church: 
160th Anniversary 
The first Presbyterian congre-
gation was formed in Kin-
mount the same year as the 
village was founded. The 
United Church recently 
(2017) celebrated its sesqui-
centennial of the building of 
the current church building. 
For a time, this building was 
the only church in town and 
the facilities were shared by 
all the congregations.  
A few honourable mentions 
should be noted here: 
St Patrickôs Roman Catholic 
Church just celebrated its 
100th anniversary in 2017. It 
was originally a branch of 
Immaculate Conception 
Church on the Galway Road 
(founded in 1874). 
Royal Canadian Legion 
Branch #441 is 73 years old 
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Meet Your Kinmount Community 
Saturday, May 18 
10 am to 2 pm 

at Kinmount Community Centre 
 

Celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Kinmount Artisans Market 
FREE ADMISSION  FREE DRAWS  FREE! BBQ 

View Displays Of Many Kinmount Area Organizations! 

See What Our Community Has To Offer! 
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Friends and Neighbours: Minden 
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& stages carried goods to Grahamôs 
Landing on Canning Lake where wa-
ter connections were made with Hali-
burton Village and beyond.  
The building of the Victoria Railway 
damaged the prosperity of Minden 
village. The iron horse ñmissedò the 
village and passed through Gelert to 
the east. In fact, one of Gelertôs early 
names was ñMinden Stationò. Traffic 
on the Bobcaygeon Road declined and 
hamlets along the railway prospered. 
The log drives would still float down 
the Gull River, but Minden was never 
able to prosper as a saw mill centre: 
no railway access! For decades, politi-
cians in Minden lobbied furiously for 
a railway line; but to no avail!  
Minden did have several mills. Just 
east of the village the Gull River 
poured down a turbulent stretch 
known as Sandersonôs Rapids. In 1863 
Hugh Workman created a dam and 
built a saw mill on the south side and a 
grist mill on the north side of the Gull 
River just north of the village. The site 
was named Stinsonôs Mills after the 
next owner.  John Goodman moved 
his woollen mills from Kinmount to a 
site just upriver from the Stinson 
Mills. All 3 mills continued in opera-
tion for decades. In 1935, all 3 mills 
were put out of business when the 
Orillia Power Company put in a much 
higher dam and a new power plant.  
Like Kinmount, the main street of 
Minden village straddled two counties. 
The east side of Main Street was in 
Peterborough County (Minden Town-
ship) and the west side was in Victoria 
County (Anson Township). In 1876, 
the Provisional County of Haliburton 
was formed and both townships were 
now included in the new municipality 
of Anson, Hindon and Minden, now 
Minden Hills.  
The village of Minden suffered its 
share of fires (sound familiar Kin-
mount?). In 1879, 1890 and 1942 the 
businesses on the Main street were 
wiped out by fires. The village con-
tained as many as 3 hotels, kept in 
business by the lively lumber trade 
several blacksmiths, general stores and 
sundry businesses. The village also 
contained several clergymen and 
churches, which had circuits through-
out the neighbouring townships. Min-
den also has a newspaper, the Minden 
Echo, which is still in existence today! 
One of the saddest days for historians 
was the day fire destroyed the Echo 

The history of the village of Min-
den is closely tied to the history of 
Kinmount. Both villages were 
literally founded by the arrival of 
the Bobcaygeon Colonization 
Road.  The Road reached Kin-
mount and crossed the Burnt Riv-
er in summer 1858. The Gull Riv-
er at Minden was bridged in the 
spring of 1859. Both villages 
grew up around the bridges over 
these two major rivers. Of course 
it didnôt hurt that each site had a 
suitable waterfall for a mill site!  
Without the Bobcaygeon Road, 
Minden would not have existed at 
its current site.  
The Gull River was a more im-
portant waterway for the earliest 
travellers to Haliburton County 
than the Burnt River. The Gull 
was more placid (easier to paddle 
by canoe) than the turbulent 
Burnt. It contained many lakes in 
its watercourse, unlike the Burnt. 
And it preferred by trappers as the 
best route into Haliburton. The 
first surveyors and road builders 
found a few pioneer farmers al-
ready at work clearing land along 
the Gull River basin before the 
arrival of the Bobcaygeon Road.  
The arrival of the Road in 1859 
set off a celebration by the few 
local residents that lasted ñfour 
days and five nightsò, according 
to local legend! And yes, their 
optimism was well placed as a 
pioneer town quickly grew up 
around the bridge. The new vil-
lage catered to a growing traffic 
of settlers seeking land in the 
newly surveyed townships of 
western Haliburton county. For 
many years, the Bobcaygeon 
Road was the main (only?) access 
route to Haliburton County. Only 
after 1878 did the Victoria Rail-
way displace the Road as a main 
access route.  
Minden also catered to an im-
mense lumber trade as well. The 
waters of at least half of Halibur-
ton County flowed through Min-
den, and the resulting traffic fed 
the Minden economy for decades. 
It is no accident the statue along 
the river bank in Minden is one of 
an anonymous river driver! All 
the travel to Dysart and Halibur-
ton Village before 1878 was fun-
nelled through Minden. Wagons 

office with its collection of past 
issues.  
When Haliburton was awarded 
county status in 1876, the ma-
jor two centres were in compe-
tition for the status of ñcounty 
seatò.  Rumour has it Minden 
and Haliburton flipped a coin. 
Minden won and received the 
county offices. But Haliburton 
had the railway! The reader can 
decide who got the best of that 
deal! The ñfriendlyò rivalry 
between the two villages still 
simmers to this very day!  
Minden village was the centre 
for the largest farm community 
in Haliburton County (which is 
still not saying much!) based in 
Minden and Snowdon Town-
ships. A number of small ham-
lets sprang up around Minden, 
each with its own post office 
and school such as Ingoldsby, 
Elsie, Blairhampton, Boskung, 
Carnarvon, Allsaw and Gelert. 
These communities looked to 
Minden as their ñshopping cen-
treò.  
Minden village was selected as 
the site of Haliburton Countyôs 
only Normal School, for the 
training of teachers. It also had 
a ñContinuation Schoolò aka 
High School. But when a new 
county high school was built, 
Haliburton received the nod 
due to its more central location 
in the county. Minden village 
was selected as a regional 
headquarters for such groups as 

the Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Ontario Hydro 
and Ontario Provincial 
Police. It contains the 
court house for the whole 
county as well. Halibur-
ton County has always 
been ñtwinnedò with Vic-
toria County for many 
government services. 
(This followed a nasty 
split with Peterborough 
County over the Railway 
in the 1870s!) 
Lately the village of Min-
den has been swamped by 
bad floods. The main 
street has been under wa-
ter several times. 
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APRIL HIGH FIVE CLUB 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Phebee Crego, Inga Franzen 

Lynne Callaghan, Tom Watson, Larry Silver, Linda Brain 
Helen Dettman, Wayne Peters, Bill Davey 
Brandie Keeler, Sandra Weyrich, Ben Jones 

Wendy Shaw, Michelle Robitaille 
Karen McBride, Scott Charity, Loretta Sedore 

 
Give Your High Five by Friday, April 19, for the May edition 

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 
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Annual KCPED Dinner Auction Appeal 

TAOIST TAI CHI at Galway Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 10 am - noon 

The Kinmount Committee For Planning and Economic 
Development (KCPED), is a volunteer committee of 
the Council of the Municipality of Kawartha Lakes. 
They appeal for your support for their Annual Dinner 
Auction on Saturday, April 27th, 2019. The mission of 

this Committee is to preserve local heritage and create opportuni-
ties for economic development. The success that has been 
achieved in their work, is thanks to the individuals and corpora-
tions who have generously supported their past efforts through 
donations of goods and services for this annual fundraiser. 
The Committee works tirelessly to honour our heritage. Each year 
they work to enhance our village through the development of new 
projects, while continuing to maintain projects which have been 
successfully undertaken since the inception of the KCPED some 
twenty-five years ago. Projects successfully undertaken by this 
Committee in the past include restoration of the water-powered 
sawmill, the creation of our Heritage Parkland, and the installation 
of accessible public washrooms in both Heritage Park and Kin-
mount Community Centre. A major renovation of the Community 
Centre this past year also included the installation of a commer-
cial stove. The recent refurbishment of the Historic Railway Sta-
tion included painting the exterior, the installation of new signage 
on the building, and the creation of our Heritage Meeting Room to 
enhance the Model Railway Museum and the Tourist Information 
housed within the Station. Another project undertaken by the 
Committee is the Kinmount Gazette.  
The KCPED sponsors the Annual Canada Day Celebrations, Mu-
sic in the Park, Heritage in the Village weekend, Kinmount High-
land Games, Kinmount Family Funfest, Harvest Homecoming,  
Christmas in the Village, Kinmount Winterfest and the townôs 
website:  kinmount.ca. 
Upgrades to our town Cenotaph, to be undertaken this Spring, will 
be further enhanced with the installation of rock landscapes and 
the plantings of flowers and shrubs in its proximity as a tribute to 
our Veterans.   
The Committee hopes to continue their work to achieve and main-
tain these goals. Your contribution to the Auction would be a sig-
nificant boost to this annual fundraiser.  As a way of celebrating 
your generosity, your contribution will be announced in the Event 
Program and given due credit by the auctioneer. Please give this 
request your consideration. To support their endeavours please 
contact Diane Austin at 705 488 2635 or email 
di.austin@sympatico.ca. 
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Jacksons, the Whites, and the Curtains to 
name a few. Baxterôs store was one of the 
several stores that operated within Galway 
Township. In the mid-sixties, this store was 
sold to Vic and Kaye Ouellette. They ran it 
as a business under the name ñPine Havenò 
which will be another story to be told. 
 
 
 
 
 

To reach items that were on the upper 
shelves, she had a stick with a nail in one 
end. With this tool, Blanche was able to get 
things like the boxes of cereal for her cus-
tomers. 
The lake front part of the building was the 
living quarters. Not only did the Baxters 
have a great view of Clear Bay, they also 
could see when visitors and customers were 
coming by boat. The store proper was lo-
cated in the middle of the building. Access 
to the store was through a door on the side 
of the building. There were also rooms 
located at the rear of the building, behind 
the store and its shelves. Card games were 
known to have been played in one of the 
back rooms. The other room was used for 
storage. The rooms at the front and 
at the back were separated from 
the store by heavy, dark curtains. 
The only door was the entrance 
door to the store. 
The Baxters also had a rental cot-
tage out in ñThe Narrowsò. The 
only way to access this property 
(back in the day) was by water. 
With this cottage rental, one had 
access to a flat- bottomed punt 
with oars and up to a 5 h.p. motor. 
In the fifties, Earl had the biggest 
motor on Clear Bay. It was a 25 
h.p. Johnson which was on a very 
large, heavy wooden boat. Earl 
used this boat to deliver goods to 
his customers. As a side note, this 
boat and motor was stored in the 
off-season in the barn of Austin 
Jackson, located at Ewan. Unfortu-
nately, one year, the Jackson barn 
was struck by lightning, destroying 
the barn and its contents including 
Earlôs boat and motor.  
Baxterôs store was an important 
part of the early cottage life on 
Clear Bay. Earl and Blanche Bax-
ter had many friends on Crystal Lake. They 
also made connections with many of the 
local residents in Galway including the 

Stores of Galway:  Baxterôs Store 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

Baxterôs Store was the first store on Clear 
Bay. It operated during the summer months 
in the 1950s and into the early ó60s. The 
store itself was a two-storey frame building 
with red rolled insulbrick siding on the 
outside. Near the store was a small cottage. 
It was a rental cottage and had the sign 
ñJanetvilleò located on its lakefront side. 
Behind the store, on the other side of the 
driveway leading to the store, was a build-
ing that held blocks of ice. Also behind the 
main building were storage tanks for gaso-
line and kerosene. 
The Baxter store operated for many years 
prior to the arrival of electricity to Clear 
Bay circa 1957. The ice house was filled 
with blocks of ice cut from the lake ice by 
some of the locals. These blocks were cov-
ered in sawdust to help insulate the blocks 
throughout the summer months. The saw-
dust would have come from Horsleyôs 
sawmill. This mill was located in the same 
small bay as was the store. 
Before the electricity arrived, the cottages 
on Clear Bay were lit by kerosene oil 
lamps and lanterns. To keep food cool, 
many cottages had a wooden ice chest that 
was usually lined. The top part of the chest 
held one block of ice. Since cold air falls, 
this is how perishable foods were kept 
cool. 
Earl and Blanche Baxter ran the store from 
May until September (Labour Day). From 
most accounts, Earl was quite the charac-
ter. However, he would also do anything 
for you if he could. Considering the time 
period, their store was well-stocked. It had 
boxes of cereal, canned goods, bread, milk, 
and a candy selection for the kids. Earl was 
known to take óroad tripsô to the area farm-
ers to get fresh produce for his store. He 
sometimes invited some of the lake kids to 
go with him on these outings. The store 
also had matches, candles, and some hard-
ware supplies. If the store did not have an 
item, Earl would try his best to make ar-
rangements to get it. 
Earlôs wife, Blanche, was short in stature. 

First issue of The Kinmount Gazette, 
April 2009 
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Snowdon Iron Mines, Part 3 

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

The year 1879 was filled with 
hope, but ended in disappointment. 
Much money was spent but no iron 
ore was shipped. The iron industry 
centred around Furnace Falls and 
Irondale was being held up by the 
old problem of access. The Myles 
branch railway was only partially 
completed when the snow ended 
operations in 1879. And it was 
clear it needed to be finished to 
push the whole industry forward. 
Confidence reigned supreme for 
the 1880 iron mining season. The 
Myles Company concentrated on 
finishing the railway, the Victoria 
Mine operations awaiting the arri-
val of the rails. Next door to the 
Victoria Mine on Lot 20, Conces-
sion 1 (Snowdon), the Pusey Mine 
was is full swing in anticipation of 
the arrival of the branch railway. 
At least three more mines, includ-
ing the famous Howland Mine, had 
been  identified north of the origi-
nal Furnace Falls mines along the 
old Monck Road, awaiting the 
railway as well. It promised to be a 
big season for the iron mine sea-
son. 
In May 1880, an exploratory expe-
dition was despatched by the 
(Lindsay) Post to report on the 
Snowdon mines. The following 
report was made: 
ñOn reaching Myles (Howland) 
Junction north of Kinmount, the 
coach was separated from the en-
gine and the entire party boarded 
the engine and tender. The spur 
line is six and one half miles long, 
and follows for three-fourths the 
distance the windings of the Burnt 
River, a pretty stream with an odi-
ous name. The scenery along the 
route is, in many places, as fine as 
that for which tourists travel miles 
to see. First you pass the Three 
Brotherôs Fallsò, which are in close 
proximity to one another and, 
though small, are rendered pictur-
esque by the surroundings. The 
banks are nicely wooded and rise 
at different points to a considerable 
height. Further on is ñJacobôs Lad-
derò, a course of rapids which re-
semble a staircase, but which at 
this season are rendered less attrac-
tive by the high water. Saw logs in 
endless quantities were coursing 
along the river, telling of a good 

seasonôs work in the woods, 
and satisfactory progress on 
the ñdriveò.  
Some of the curves along 
the line were rather sharp, 
but as the railway is intend-
ed only for freight, they do 
not seriously affect progress. 
The first half is a well con-
structed line, the bridges 
being of the best description, 
and the road bed, though a 
little rough, will before the 
middle of the month be 
placed in excellent condition 
by additional ballasting, 
which Mr Myles proposes 
having done. Our progress 
on the railway was stopped 
about two miles from the 
mine by having reached the 
point where the ballasting 
had been stopped. The iron 
is laid over a mile further 
however, and gangs of men 
are employed at ballasting. 
We are informed by Mr 
Myles that all the iron would 
be laid in a couple of days, 
and the road ballasted 
throughout and ready for full 
operation by the middle of 
the month.  
A walk of fifteen to twenty 
minutes brought the party to 
Mr Myles mine, which is on 
a prominence overlooking 
the track. The first thing that 
struck the eye was a long 
tramway leading from the 
opening of the mine down to 
the track, where the ore is 
deposited ready for ship-
ment on the cars, which will 
run alongside. By this labour
-saving arrangement, Mr 
Myles would have been ena-
bled had his enterprise been 
awarded with a good strike, 
to load several trains of cars 
per day. But it appears his 
mine was opened at the 
wrong place, the rich vein or 
ore being in another part of 
his location. There are about 
three hundred tonnes of ore 
here ready for shipment as 
soon as the railway is com-
pleted. This was all taken 
out last summer (1879). 
Nothing has been done at 

Continued page 6 
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Thinking of retailing your creations? 
   Kinmount 

     ARTISANS MARKETPLACE 
        Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre 

705 488 2938 or 705 488 1414 

Snowdon Iron Mines, cont. from p. 5 

the mines by Mr Myles this season, 
but we are pleased to learn that there 
are the very strongest indications of 
a rich deposit in that part of his 
claim which adjoins the property 
Messrs Pusey and Co are now work-
ing. It is Mr Myles intention to com-
mence operations at this point after 
he has completed the railway.  
Several prominent ironmasters from 
the States have been in communica-
tion with him with a view to operat-
ing portions of the mine, and the 
prospect is that there will be a sub-
stantial ñhumò on Mr Myles claim. 
There is now little doubt that Mr 
Myles will make a handsome thing 
out of his venture. His railway is 
now an assured financial success 
and it represents a heavy financial 
investment. Everybody who has 
noticed his financial pluck and en-
terprise in the north will wish him 
success. It was he who first brought 
the mines prominently under the 
notice of American capitalists, and 
to him is largely due the credit of 
causing the scene of activity now 
presented in the mining districts of 
the north.  
The mine of Messrs C. J. Pusey and 
Co, which adjoins the Myles claim, 
was next visited and here were 
found substantial evidences of the 
mineral wealth of Snowdon. An 
opening about fourteen feet deep 
and twenty square had been made, 
and twenty-five men were engaged 
under the superintendence of Mr 
Hutchinson in blasting the enormous 
body of ore which formed the sides 
and bottom of the mine. The vein at 
this point is about fourteen feet 
wide, and quality of the ore is first 
class. An analysis of the ore shows 
65% iron. Messrs Pusey and Co 
have two other mines in the locality 
one-two miles distant, at which an-
other gang of twenty-five men are 

employed, and by the time this 
paper goes to press, an opening 
will have been made in other mine 
midway between the two.  
At present, about sixty men, in-
cluding carpenters and black-
smiths, are engaged in the mines, 
and this number will be largely 
increased as soon as the railway is 
completed. At present only suffi-
cient ore is removed from the mine 
to permit the progress of blasting, 
as the carting of the ore and depos-
iting in a place and handling it 
again for shipment is not profita-
ble.  
There are several other mines in 
this locality which will be operated 
as soon as means of shipment are 
provided, prominent among which 
are the Howland Mine and a mine 
opened by a Toronto gentlemen on 
which Mr McCorqodale com-
menced an opening a few days 
ago. The short time at our disposal 
did not permit a visit to these 
claims and gathering more infor-
mation regarding them.  
There is not doubt that this section 
possesses mineral wealth that will 
command the attention of capital-
ists at an early day and the devel-
opment thereof may be expected 
with confidence to go on steadily 
and speedily. Once gone into on a 
large scale, mining will extend and 
increase for the ore is not only 
very rich, but it possesses special, 
peculiar qualities that render it of 
great value to American furnaces 
to mix with their inferior ore. The 
demand will be large. If the supply 
of rich ore is exhaustless, the work 
will go on, and all indications at 
present show the supply is ex-
haustless.ò Wow! That is bound-
less confidence! Needless to say, 
the predictions were premature. 
Hindsight is perfect and things did 
not turn out as planned. But in the 

summer of 1880, 
the sky was the 
limit for the 
Snowdon Iron 
rush!  
  

Continued p. 14 
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Spot the Shot Recaptured 

 
 
The Silver Lake Cemetery on County 
Road 49 

 RANDY BEACLER  
 Plumbing 
  Hydronics 
   Drains 

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES 

705-488-2266 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 

$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 
  c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 
705 - 488 - 2919 or email: lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 

Volumes 1 - 10 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 
 

 

As I write this we're just coming to 
the close of March break and the 
sun is shining in pretty little Kin-
mount. And I almost hate to say it, 
but it's not something we can ig-
nore. That's right ï it's pothole 
season again. With 5,400 lane km 
of roads in City of Kawartha 
Lakes, maintenance is an enor-
mous job. But you can help. First 
by reporting any potentially dan-
gerous ones, and next by being 
patient until we can get to the oth-
ers to fix them. 
Ever wonder why we have pot-
holes in Ontario this time of year? 
It's a combination of fragile roads 
from varying seasonal tempera-
tures mixed with spring run off, 
and this year is worse than usual. 
Basically, water is seeping into the 
cracks, freezing, expanding then 
breaking the asphalt. 
So we patch. And that improves 
the road until more permanent re-
pairs can be made. Just like triage 
in the Emergency ward, staff re-
spond to repair potholes on a prior-

 

Dr. Bruce Mason 
Chiropractor 

3398 Gelert Rd. 
Minden, Ontario 
K0M 2K0 

705-286-4350 

Councillorôs Corner by Kathleen Seymour-Fagan 

ity basis. 
The higher 
the traffic 
volume, 
and the 
bigger the 
hole, the 
faster we 
have to fix 
it. 
If you see a 
pothole or 
would like 
to report an issue with a road, 
please use our online tool at 
www.kawarthalakes.ca/
reportit<http://
www.kawarthalakes.ca/reportit or 
call into City of Kawartha Lakes 
Customer Service at 705-324-9411. 
Try to give enough detail so it's 
easy to find the pothole you have in 
mind. 
I look forward to seeing everyone 
at the April 26 Kinmount Dinner 
Auction! 

Kinmount Library 
OPEN HOUSE 11am - 1 pm 

Saturday, April 20 
Refreshments 

Games & Crafts 
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The Minden Power Plant 

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

Workmanôs Falls on the Gull River 
near Minden was an excellent site 
for a water-powered industry. From 
the 1860s to 1930 it was the home 
of several mills, collectively called 
Stinsonôs Mills. By 1930, the grist 
mill, saw mill and woolen mill were 
essentially finished. The era of the 
water-powered mill was over. But a 
new water energy was growing in 
importance: hydro-electricity. The 
Orillia Power Company, a private 
company producing hydro electrici-
ty began to build power-producing 
dams in the area. They supplied 
electricity to a wide area of central 
Ontario. 

The dam was rebuilt and a three-
storey power plant constructed. 
The higher dam flooded some 
more river back from the dam. A 
large transmission line was built 
cross-country from Minden to 
Orillia. The power plant was 
opened in 1935 and continues to 
hum along since then. In latter 
days, smaller power generating 
plants are back in fashion as 
plants at Fenelon Falls and  
Elliotôs Falls have reopened.  

Tell our advertisers  

you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette! 

 

 
4090 COUNTY RD. 121, KINMOUNT 

Having a Party? Call ahead & we oblige! 

705 488 3030 

A SLICE OF THE NORTH 

PIZZA & SUBS! 
Sun. & Tues. - Thurs.12 pm - 7 pm?  Fri. & Sat.12 pm - 10 pm? 
Closed Mondays FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY 
Out of town delivery $1 per km Minimum $5 

Hopkins Store 

In 196?  the last vestige of the once 
mighty Hopkins and Mark depart-

ment store changed hands. The  
Hopkins Family were pioneer mer-

chants in the  village. The business 
was twice burnt down; the first time 

in 1890. The old store was immedi-
ately replaced with a large two sto-
ry, two section building. In 1912, a 

second section was added bringing 
the business up to 4 departments. 

After the Great Fire of 1942 leveled 
the building, a more modest struc-

ture (still standing) replaced the 
glorious old store. 

 

Kinmount Fair Celebrates 150 Years 

In 2020, the Kinmount Fair will 
hold itôs 150th fair. To honour the 

event, a special history book will 
be produced. In the mean time, 

the Gazette will publish a series 
called ñSnippets of History From 

Kinmount Fairò to honour one of 
the villages oldest institutions. 
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Kidsô Corner    

 

Tuesdays & Thursdays 
10 am - noon FREE! 

Kinmount Community Centre 
705-286-0204  

* 2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 
Kinmount Library 10 - 11 am 

Visit us at Meet Your  
Kinmount Community May 11  

 

Ontario Early Years Visits 
KINMOUNT LIBRARY 

2nd & 4th Tuesday monthly 
10 am - 11 am 

Games - Songs & More! 

 

1st Tuesday Monthly  

5:30 - 7:00 pm 

SUPPER - CRAFTS  

STORIES & FUN! 

St. James Anglican Church, 
Crego St. Kinmount 

The Messy Church Kids had a lot of fun serving sup-
per at the Pancake Tuesday Supper at St. James Angli-
can Church. Photo courtesy of Christine Ferren. 

The Kinmount 
Guiding Unit 
found a Pot of 
Gold! 
Photo courtesy 
of Robynne 
Kilby. 

SPRING CROSSWORD PUZZLE 

FRIDAY NIGHT  
KARATE 
6:30 pm  
Kinmount  

Community Centre 

705 886 0051 

ACROSS 
3. Use a rod to do this 
5. A birdôs home 
7. Ride this around 
8. We need protection from 
this 
10. Kids jump in them 
11. Plant one of these 

 
DOWN 

1. Fly this way up high 
2. Jump, jump, jump 
3. Kids like to pick these 
4. It keeps you dry 
6. Noisy weather 
9. Bees make this 
 



Page 10 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby 

Happy Birthday Kinmount  
& 

Happy Birthday Kinmount Gazette! 
On April 1, Kinmount turned 160 years 
old. Among the many celebrations held 
throughout 2009 for Kinmountôs 150th 
came the birth of the Kinmount Gazette.  
In that first issue was The Ballad of Kin-
mount, a poem I wrote about Kinmountôs 
history. Seems like now is a perfect time to 
reprint it! As well, I created a DVD that 
was featured at the Kinmount Film Festival 
that year. Download it at kinmount.ca or 
search Ballad of Kinmount at youtube.com. 
The DVD is captioned and plays several 
tunes you will know. It is 12 minutes long. 
THE BALLAD OF KINMOUNT 
by Lynne Kilby, April 2009 
(May be sung to the tune of  
ñHappy Birthdayò) 

 
On the banks of Burnt River, 
This story begins, 
With the settlement of Kinmount, 
A place on the fringeé 
  
Many boundaries met Kinmount 
Back in 1859. 
Yet today still the same, 
Some things donôt change with time. 
 
To land of sparkling waters, 
And fragrant forests so thick, 
Pioneers traversed new roads 
Their land soon to pick. 
 
Aye, Kinmount, Scotland 
From where came its name. 
Home of ñKinmount Willieò 
Of notorious border fame. 
 
Pioneerôs sturdy will 
Formed a lasting foundation. 
óTwould see Kinmount sustained 
In succeeding generations. 
 
óTwas the Post Office opening, 
Brought Kinmount identity. 
For it symbolized growth, 
A sure sign of amenity. 
 
Came a colony 
of Icelanders, 
But for a while. 
Plagued by hardship they fled 
From life led Kinmount style. 
Enter Boom Timeôs arrival 
Via iron horse - the railway. 
Hence, Kinmount the hub, 
Thought prosperity to stay. 
 

ANNUAL EAST-
ER EGG 
HUNT 

10 am SHARP! 
Saturday April 20 

 
AUSTIN 

SAWMILL 
HERITAGE PARK 
Bring your own baskets! 

Commenced Kinmount Fair, 
Famous now far and wide. 
Like precious jewels 
This begot Kinmount pride.  
  
While pioneer women toiled 
From morning till night, 
Lumberjacks pursued pine trees, 
Tall, mighty and white. 
 
Sawmills and farmers, 
Merchants and mines, 
The settlement flourished 
In splendour divine. 
 
But then fate took its toll 
In this thriving town. 
With the fire of 1890 
Most of Main Street burnt down. 
 
Rebuilt, Kinmount suffered 
ñThe Great Floodò as itôs known. 
Tough residents recovered 
For Kinmount was home. 
  
Then struck The Great Depression 
And Great Fire of ô42 
Kinmountôs face changed forever 
But its folks carried through. 
 
Surviving these disasters 
Reigns the town railway station. 
Spared from oblivion 
With no complication. 
 
In the Great World Wars 
Some Kinmount lads were lost. 
Stands the Cenotaph in town 
To remind us of the cost. 
 
More changes took place. 
Gone mills, mines, train and school. 
Again, Kinmount survived 
According to rule. 
 
 
Todayôs Kinmount boasts spirit. 
óTis quite easily found. 
Though a small population 
Enthusiasm abounds. 
 
Hail service clubs and churches, 
Businesses and volunteers 
For unflagging passion 
To Kinmount ï three cheers! 
 
Museums, theatres, park, 
Health Centre, arena too. 
Good people of Kinmount 
Made these things come true. 
 

Artisans and farmers markets 
Take us back to our roots. 
óTwas townsfolk that planted 
The seeds of these fruits. 
 
Still forges a blacksmith 
In the heart of town. 
Plans to restore the sawmill. 
óTwould bring further renown. 
 
A parade of events 
Held throughout every year. 
Demonstrated devotion 
For Kinmount lives here. 
 
Dare ye capture this fever? 
Become part of rich history? 
Celebration Timeôs here! 
Kinmountôs Anniversary! 
   
Honour memories and milestones. 
Embrace both old and new. 
Let the party begin! 
Time for Kinmountôs review. 
 
On the banks of Burnt River , 
This tale yet unfoldsé 
Happy Birthday dear Kinmount, 
Now 160 years old! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keep smiling and please keep sharing 
your news and information in the Hot 
Stove Leak. Contact me at 705-488-

2919 or email me at:  
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 
Happy Easter! 
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TRY IT FOR FREE! 
The Kinmount Guiding 
Unit has been selected 

by Girl Guides of Canada for 
the Try if For Free Offer. Girls 
can sign up free of charge from 
April 1 to the end of the June. 
For more information visit girl-
guides.ca or call Lynne Kilby at 
705 488 2919. 
MORE NEWS FROM THE 

KINMOUNT  
GUIDING UNIT 

The girls are looking forward to 
an evening helping out and 
learning all about the Kinmount 
Food Bank on April 29. Stay 
tuned for an update next issue. 

OPEN HOUSE 
AT KINMOUNT LIBRARY 
Explore your Library! Drop by 
Kinmount Library on Saturday, 
April 20, from 11 am to 1 pm. 
Refreshments, crafts, games and 
a whole lot of things to discov-
er. 

BOTTLE DRIVE 
AT LEGION 

Kinmount Legion hosts a Bottle 
Drive all day long on Saturday, 
May 25, starting at 10 am.  
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HIGHLANDS CINEMAS 
     NOW HIRING 
Looking for work? If interested 
please call Keith at 705 488 
2199 or email: 
keithstata@nexicom.net.  
Note: An Ontario Safe Food 
Handling Certificate is a plus. 
The theatre opens Friday, May 3, 
for its 40th year! For show de-
tails call the Movie Hotline at 
705 488 2107 or visit: 
highlandscinemas.com.  
See you at the movies! 

Adults $20 

Great Food... 

Great Friends... 

Great Times... 

~ Bring Your Loonies ~  Great Prizes to be Won ~ 
 

Ticket info - call/text  705-457-8438 

or online www.IrondaleOntario.ca 
 

Proceeds help to preserve Irondaleôs history. 
Bark Lake Cultural Developments 

 April 13, 2019 
Gooderham 

Community Centre 

 

10 am - 2 pm at  
KINMOUNT 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
Helping make Kinmount a 
better place to live. 

Meet volunteers to find out 
what itôs all about! 

HOURLY DRAWS 

FREE BBQ 
Compliments of Kinmount 

Artisans Celebrating 20 Years 

 

 

Meet Your  
Kinmount Community  

Volunteers 

FIRST TAP OF THE SEASON 
AT WINTERGREEN 

Diane Dawson of Wintergreen 
Maple Products and Pancake Barn 
installed the first tap of the spring 
on March 13. Wintergreen is locat-
ed on County Road 1 just north of 
Gelert. Open weekends to April 
28. Egg Hunt Easter weekend.  

KINMOUNT GUIDING 
UNIT 

INVITES YOU TO  
PITCH-IN 

This annual mission of the 
Kinmount Guiding Unit wel-
comes helping hands to tidy 
up the town. Garbage bags 
and gloves provided. Students 
needing community hours 
welcome! Following Pitch-In, 
the girls plan to hold a Cook-
ie Sale on Main St. from 
noon to 3 pm. 

SATURDAY MAY 4 
10 - 11 am 

Meet at  Train Station 

KINMOUNT 
FARMERôS 
MARKET 

The Farmerôs Mar-
ket returns Satur-
day May 18, down 

by the river at Austin 
Sawmill Park. The Farmers 
Market Team is searching 
for new vendors for the 
2019 season. If you are a 
grower or producer or make 
a product and feel you 
could add something new 
to the market please contact 
Linda at 416 982 7216 or 
email her at:  
lindamehak@rogers.com 
or hereôs another ideaé 
Visit the Farmerôs Market 
Booth at the Meet Your 
Kinmount Community 
Event on Saturday, May 11, 
10 am to 2 pm at Kinmount 
Community Centre. They 
will be happy to answer 
any questions you may 
have. 

KINMOUNT  
MODEL RAILWAY & 

MUSEUM 
In 1874 Sir William Mac-
kenzie was contracted to 
build the Kinmount Rail-
way Station in the heart of 
the village. Today, the Kin-
mount Railway Station is 
still the heart of the village, 
with many activities taking 
place around it and in it. 
The Station is home to the 
Kinmount Information 
Centre, the Kinmount Her-
itage Centre, and the Kin-
mount Model Railway & 
Museum, which opens on 
the Saturday of Victoria 
Day weekend.  
Members of the Model 
Railway and the Heritage 
Centre - GHHS group hope 
to be on hand with displays 
at the Meet Your Kinmount 
Community Event on Sat-
urday, May 11, 10 am to 2 
pm at Kinmount Communi-
ty Centre. Make sure to 
stop by for a visit! 
Make sure to stop by for a 
visit! 

 

KINMOUNT & AREA 
FOOD BANK  

April 11 & 25 
Kinmount Baptist Church 
4937 Monck Road 

                      705 445 3060 

See you at Meet Your Kinmount  
Community May 11 

Food Bank Donations Appreciated 


