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Inside this issue: 

Welcome to the 142nd Kinmount Fair 

Visit us in colour at 

kinmount.ca 
Visit us at Kinmount Fair! 

Hear ye! Hear ye! Hear ye!  

Come to Kinmount Fair! 
The Pioneers Society's 30

th
 Presents: 

Tasty Tea Garden 

Country General Store 

Toy Shop 

Spinners, Knitters, Weavers  

Tatters, Painters, Leather Workers  

Old Fashion School Room 

Linen/Flax Clothing Video  

Surprise Photo Exhibit 

Fur Harvesters 

Potter, Dyer & Hat Weaver 

On stage Open Mic 

 Story Tellers & Musicians  

FRIDAY 

Shadow Puppets & Workshops  

by Shelley King 

SATURDAY 

Outdoor Log Hewer John Foreman  

SUNDAY 

Appalachian Celtic Music 

Heritage Galore  

recreated by dedicated volunteers. 

Something for the whole family. 

See you Labour Day Weekend! 

Summer is a time of outdoor fun and festivals. 

And in Kinmount, the biggest event of the 

year signals the end of summer. Every Labour 

Day Weekend, the community comes alive 

with the annual Kinmount Fair. The 2014 edi-

tion of the Fair is jam-packed with entertain-

ment, and here is only a preview: 

Thursday @ 6:00 pm ï Kiddies Lawn Tractor 

Pull 

Friday @ 3:00 pm ï Truck & Tractor Pull 

Friday @ 9:00 pm Dance with Montana Sky 

Saturday @ 12:00 noon ï Warriorôs Day Pa-

rade  

Saturday@2:00 pm  Grandstand Show featur-

ing Jason Blaine 

Saturday @ 9:00pm Dance featuring Ambush 

Sunday @ 2:00 pm  Demolition Derby. 

And donôt forget all 3 days (3 shows daily):  

ñFernandezò (comedic hypnotist!) 

ñThe Ben Showò in Kiddyland  

ñTalk on The Wild Sideò exotic animal 

show  

And of course the ever-popular Pioneer 

Exhibit, Livestock Shows, Amateur Show 

(Sat & Sun only), Homecraft Exhibit Hall, 

Ambassador of the Fair contest, Mutt 

Show, Vendors, Mane Attraction Petting 

Zoo, World's Finest Midway and numerous 

other events too many to list.  

To check out the program of Events, go to 

www.kinmountfair.net or pick up a flyer in 

any of the local places.  

See you at the Fair! 

Summer in the Village, Submitted by Annabelle Cloutier Austin 



and other wood industries while 

Woodville was not located on a 

stream. But the advent of steam 

power and the arrival of the rail-

way shifted economic opportuni-

ty east to the new hamlet of 

Kirkfield and gave Woodville an 

advantage. Bolsoverôs mills 

closed and the hamlet became a 

sleepy backwater with the rail-

way.  

At its height(1860s) , Bolsover 

had a population of 150. It con-

tained a general store, post of-

fice, school blacksmith and of 

course, at least 1 hotel. The Bol-

sover Hotel was run by famous 

local character Julia ñBiddyò 

Young. A tough Irish bar-

keeper, Biddy acted as her own 

bouncer. Her establishment ca-

tered to lumbermen and travel-

lers on the Portage Road. Biddy 

was not above ñstretchingò the 

law, and lack of a bar licence 

was no obstacle to Biddy Young 

as she usually had a keg of whis-

key hidden under a tree some-

where in the vicinity. In a ñdry 

townshipò, Biddy was constantly 

up before the local magistrates 

on some liquor violation or an-

other. She was no stranger to the 

Woodville Goal and was not 

intimidated by the law. One 

judge accused her of having 

ñenough brass in her head to 

make a huge kettleò. Biddyôs 

reply; óand you have enough sap 

in yours to full it!ò. That earned 

her a night in the goal! 

But Biddyôs foremost trait was 

ñputting downò rich upstarts, 

especially the Mackenzies of 

Kirkfield. Sir William Macken-

zie had risen from a poor farm 

boy to the richest man in Canada 

via the railway business. He 

built a huge mansion (still stand-

ing!) in Kirkfield and generally 

lived the life of a country mil-

lionaire. Biddy would stand on a 

soap box (literally) on the main 

street of Kirkfield and preach 

about the evils of money and 

status (take that Mackenzies!). 

She would remind anybody who 

would listen that Lady Macken-

Page 2 

Friends and Neighbours: Bolsover 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Bolsover 

The hamlet of Bolsover is 

located in north Eldon Town-

ship where the west Quarter-

line Road crosses the Talbot 

River. The name ñBolsoverò 

is rather unusual and is often 

the butt of crude jokes. How-

ever, the name has a very 

ancient and more dignified 

origin than often imagined. 

Bolsover is a spacious castle 

and village in Derbyshire 

England. The name is old 

Saxon for Bols Ofer or Bullôs 

Ridge. The large castle dates 

from the Norman Conquest.  

In the 1840s several mills 

were built at Bolsover be-

cause it was one of the few 

hamlets in Eldon Township 

that actually had a water pow-

ered mill site. The Talbot Riv-

er is tiny and has water flow 

issues, but in the spring it 

could generate water power. 

The site was also located on 

the Portage Road (now high-

way # 48). This route was a 

famous Indian Trail or por-

tage between Lake Simcoe 

and Balsam Lake. The Talbot 

River was so shallow and 

choked by fallen trees that the 

natives found it easier to just 

carry their canoes the 12 

miles between the 2 bodies of 

water that linked the Trent 

River system.  Samuel de 

Champlain travelled the Por-

tage Trail in his famous expe-

dition of 1615. 

The earliest pioneers simply 

cleared and widened the Trail 

to handle wagon traffic. Since 

the Trail already existed prior 

to settlement, the land survey-

ors left it as a road allowance 

and laid out long narrow lots 

on both sides so early settlers 

had some road frontage. The 

rest of Eldon Township was 

surveyed into standard rectan-

gular 200 acre lots.  

In the middle 1800s, Bolsover 

vied with Woodville as the 

largest centre in the township. 

It had a sawmill, grist mill 

zie once worked in her hotel as 

an upstairs maid. She predicted 

the upstart Mackenzies would be 

toppled from their perches and 

end in ruin. Oddly enough, she 

was correct! The Mackenzies 

actually tolerated Biddyôs rants, 

and it was rumoured Sir William 

used to frequent her establish-

ment on a regular basis.  

Gradually the hamlet of Bol-

sover faded into a cross roads 

community, a suburb of Kirk-

field. In the early 1900s, the 

Trent Canal was built between 

Gamebridge and Balsam Lake and 

following the Talbot River course, 

breathed some new life into Bol-

sover. Cottages and tourists clus-

tered around the newly created 

Canal Lake and Bolsover even got 

its own lock!  

Today Bolsover still has a General 

Store on the Portage Road and its 

link to the past, St Andrewôs Pres-

byterian Church. The original 

church dated from the 1840s, and 

burned down. It was replaced by a 

modern structure. 
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705-488-1349 
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The Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  

Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

or 
Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

�.�L�Q�P�R�X�Q�W���)�D�L�U 
August 29 �± 31, 2014 

 

Saturday Grandstand Show  
Canadian Country Recording Artist &  

2014 CMAO Nominee 

Jason Blaine  

Visit our website for details 
www.kinmountfair.net  

Canada Day at Kinmount Fairgrounds 
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