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STREET PARTY ! 
4 -  9 pm Saturday August 12  
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 RAIN LOCATION Kinmount Community Centre 
Limited Activities 

More info at kinmount.ca  

ARTIST CHALLENGE Saturday, August 19 at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

See Story Page 3 

A Canada 150th Celebration 
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Friends and Neighbours: Bracebridge 
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Bracebridge is a community 

strategically located on the 

Muskoka River at what is 

called the North Falls. This 

falls allowed for abundant 

water power which led to the 

founding of the village as a 

mill centre. By 1864 the Mus-

koka Road had reached the 

falls and several bridges were 

built across the river. All traf-

fic north had to pass through 

Bracebridge. Thanks to the 

system of large lakes in the 

area, a fleet of steam ships 

began to use Bracebridge as 

its home port. The town dock 

was the centre of the town, at 

least until the railway arrived 

in 1886.  

The railway led to an explo-

sion of mills which included 2 

tanneries, a woolen mill, a 

flour mill and numerous mills 

based on wood products. 

Bracebridge became a distri-

bution centre, forwarding 

goods and passengers north, 

east and west via water and 

roads. It was much easier to 

ship goods south by rail and 

west along the rugged Musko-

ka River to Georgian Bay.  

Bracebridge was originally 

called North Falls, but when a 

post office was awarded in 

1865, a postal clerk used the 

term Bracebridge, a fictitious 

town in a novel by acclaimed 

author Washington Irving 

(Gravenhurst also acquired its 

name from this novel!)  

The agricultural sector was a bust 

in the area. Even though settlers 

could get 200 acres free, they had 

to live on it and clear and crop at 

least 20 acres. Even these light 

terms proved too much for the 

settlers, and most of the land was 

never cleared or cultivated. But 

the timber industry flourished as 

countless lumbermen harvested 

the wood crops via the system of 

excellent waterways. The lum-

bermen paid a royalty for their 

timber, and so great was this sum 

that is was rumoured the Ontario 

Government paid all its adminis-

trative staff with the royalties 

from Muskoka alone!  

As was the story all over the re-

gion, the lumber industry eventu-

ally ran out of suitable resources 

and a new industry rose to take 

its place. Tourists loved the natu-

ral settings of the many lakes and 

the the trains coming north were 

filled with tourists and not logs. 

Fancy resorts sprang up all over 

area, with cottages added later. 

The steamboat fleet now made 

their living hauling people in-

stead of wood.  

The land in Muskoka was sur-

veyed into conventional town-

ships and organized for farm set-

tlement. The roads and villages 

followed geography, not straight 

surveyorôs lines, and the mu-

nicipal structure was a bit of a 

mess. In 1971, the Ontario 

Government reorganized the 

municipalities in Muskoka 

into a regional government 

based more on geography than 

history. Numerous original town-

ships were amalgamated into larger 

municipal outfits until only 6 mu-

nicipalities were left in the District 

of Muskoka. Bracebridge, original-

ly a town located in Macauley 

Township, incorporated parts of 6 

townships as the Town of Brace-

bridge. The amalgamations al-

lowed for more efficient and 

streamlined local government, and 

the whole Muskoka District flour-

ished after the realignment. 

In the 1960s, Bracebridge be-

came the home to Santaôs 

(Summer) Village, a popular 

tourist draw for young folk. 

This attraction highlighted the 

shift to tourism that permeated 

all the Muskoka communities. 

Today the town of Brace-

bridge has about 15,000 resi-

dents.  

 

 

History of Canada:  The 1920ôs 

World War I ended on No-

vember 11, 1918. But Canada 

suffered greatly for about two 

years in the aftermath. But out 

of the aftermath came the 

Roaring Twenties: a decade 

of changing times and fast 

paced growth in society. 

Newfangled inventions prolif-

erated throughout society 

such as radio, the motor car, 

motion pictures and electrici-

ty. Kinmountians got a look at 

their first aeroplane at the 

1919 Kinmount Fair. Motion 

pictures were shown at the 

Forresterôs Hall. Every house 

seemed to have a radio. And 

motor cars were no longer 

gawked at when passing through 

town. 

The Victorian Era had ended 

with a bang in August 1914, but 

it had one last death rattle in 

1917 when Prohibition was en-

acted across Canada. Before the 

War, the Ontario Government, 

under pressure from the numer-

ous and powerful Temperance 

organizations had allowed Local 

Option. This left it to local mu-

nicipal governments to decide 

whether to ban alcohol sales in 

their jurisdictions. Ontario quickly 

became a patchwork of booze-

bans. Somerville Township voted 

(narrowly) in 1907 to ban alcohol 

sales. Galway Township never 

embraced local option. Thus it was 

illegal to sell liquor on one side of 

town, but not on the other!  

Kinmount had always been graced 

by a substantial number of hotels 

selling spirits. The ban of 1907 

effectively killed the hotel busi-

ness. There were 3 main hotels in 

the village: Dunbar House, North-

ern Hotel and Bowieôs Hotel. The 

Dunbar House became a gas 

station and garage. The North-

ern Hotel shuffled along as a 

(temperance) hotel but was 

soon closed. The Bowie Hotel 

became a boarding house. All 

3 businesses were drastically 

hurt by the alcohol ban. In 

1917, the alcohol field was 

further shattered by prohibiting 

all alcohol across Ontario. It 

was reasoned the raw ingredi-

ents to make spirits (grains) 

were better used to feed sol-

diers & refugees. Alcohol was  

Continued on p. 6 

Clockwise from left:  

a Bracebridge scool 

parade; Muskoka 

River Falls with Log 

Slide; Wharf on Lake 

Muskoka, Muskoka 

River Bridge 
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        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 

Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 
Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  

 

The original Group of Seven 

included Franklin Carmi-

chael, Lawren Harris, A.Y. 

Jackson, Franz John-

ston, Arthur Lismer, J.E.H. 

MacDonald and F.H. Var-

ley. They befriended each 

other in Toronto between 

1911 and 1913. All except 

Harris, who was inde-

pendently wealthy, made 

their living as commercial 

artists, and several of them 

even worked together in the 

same shop. Tom Thomson, 

another commercial artist, 

was included in this circle of 

friends, but since he died in 

1917, he never became a 

member of the Group. He 

was important to the other 

artists, however, for he was 

an avid outdoorsman and 

awakened their interest in 

painting the rugged northern 

Ontario landscape. 

Paintings by members of the 

Group of Seven can be found in 

most Canadian public art galler-

ies, with notable collections at 

the National Gallery of Canada, 

the Art Gallery of Ontario and 

the McMichael Canadian Art 

Collection. 

The Kinmount Artisans hope 

their show is even more suc-

cessful than their last. The show 

runs 10 am to 4 pm Saturday, 

August 19 at the Artisans Mar-

ketplace in the lower level of 

Kinmount Community Centre.  

Donôt miss it! 

Kinmount & Area Artisans Guild Host  

A Truly Canadian Celebration 

Excited? Yes! The Kinmount and 

Area Artisans Guild is excited to 

celebrate Canada's 150th birthday 

in style with a truly Canadian Art 

Show/Challenge. Member artists 

and crafters will show their inter-

pretations of Canadaôs original 

Group of Seven Painters. The arti-

sans hope to have an assortment of 

submissions along with traditional 

paintings. Bird houses, pottery,  

driftwood creations or jewellery 

are just some of the pieces you 

may find on display. 

Last fall, after hosting a successful 

Art Show/Challenge based on the 

work of Canadian artist Robbie 

Craig, the Artisans Guild Board of 

Directors decided A Group of Sev-

en Art Show/Challenge would be 

an inspiring way to celebrate Can-

adaôs special birthday.  

The Group of Seven is known for 

its paintings inspired by our Cana-

dian landscape. The Group of Sev-

en was founded in 1920 as an or-

ganization of self-proclaimed mod-

ern artists. With their bright col-

ours, tactile paint handling, and 

simple yet dynamic forms, the 

Group of Seven transfigured 

the Canadian Shield, the dense, 

northern boreal forest, and endless 

lakes, into a transcendent, spiritual 

force. In addition to Tom Thom-

son, Emily Carr and David Milne, 

the Group of Seven were the most 

important Canadian artists of the 

first decades of the twentieth cen-

tury.  

Bon Echo by Arthur Lismer; The Pool by Tom Thomson 
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The 3rd Annual Kinmount Highland Games in Pictures! 

 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 
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managing Chicken Poop 

Bingo and the Bouncy Cas-

tle.  

On the Civic Holiday Week-

end, the Lions will help at 

the Burnt River Ball Tourna-

ment. 

Donôt forget about our Mon-

ster Bingo, Thursday, Au-

gust 31 at Kinmount Fair-

grounds. Doors Open at 5:30 

pm. Games start at 7 pm.  

We have medical equipment 

eg: hospital beds, wheel-

chairs, walkers, commodes, 

bath chairs, & crutches to 

loan to area residents. Call 

Vic 705-488-3053 or 

Dave 705-488-2005.  

Meetings are 1st & 

3rd Tuesday each month. If 

you would like to attend and 

learn about our club or dis-

cuss how to join: Call Lion 

Melissa at 1-705-464-

1114 or Lion Chris at 705-

488-2114. Connect with us 

at http://

www.facebook.com/

KinmountLi-

ons/  Twitter: twitter.com/

 In the Lions Den by Brittany Gautreau 

Kinmount & District Lions Club is 

pleased to sponsor Music in the 

Park, at Austin Sawmill Heritage 

Park on Thursday evenings till the 

end of August. It is an enjoyable 

evening of music and fun. So be 

sure to check it out. Donôt forget to 

bring your lawn chairs. 

Volunteers are an important part of 

our community and we in Kinmount 

have many people who do terrific 

work. If you know of anyone who 

deserves the honour of becoming 

ñCitizen of the Year ñ, please put on 

your thinking caps, and submit their 

names with a letter explaining why 

you think this person is worthy of 

the title. If you go to: http://

www.facebook.com/

KinmountLions/ you will find the 

Citizen of the Year flyer, DEAD-

LINE is August 7th, 2017.  

The Kinmount Lions have their 

summer draw up and going. Tickets 

are $5 each or 3 for $10. Tickets are 

in stores now and available from 

Lions members or come see 

us Saturday August 12 from 4 - 

9pm during Kinmount Family Fun-

fest. We will be giving out popcorn, 

TURTLE WATCH IN EFFECT  
 

WANTED  
Kinmount Citizen of the Year 

  
A person from the Kinmount area who has 

served their Community or organization 

with dedication and service to make Kin-

mount a better place. 

The name of the person is to be sent to: 

Kinmount & District Lions Club 

Citizen of the Year Committee 

Box 166, Kinmount, Ont. K0M 2A0 

Include a letter explaining why you 

think this person is worthy of the  

title ñCitizen of the Yearò 

DEADLINE AUGUST 7, 2017 
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now unpatriotic, and who could 

argue with a war on! But Prohibi-

tion outlasted the war and contin-

ued on after the War. The drys had 

won.. for now! 

The ñwetsò became restless. They 

wanted the right to use liquors. 

When demand was created, supply 

would follow. Alcoholic beverages 

were not hard to make and soon 

the bootleggers and moonshiners 

were hard at work filling the de-

mand for alcoholic beverages. The 

resultant home-made stuff had 

many names, but most called it 

moonshine. It was totally illegal to 

make, consume or sell alcohol, but 

that didnôt stop too many entrepre-

neurs. Soon a thriving black market 

sprang up all over Canada as at least 

half the population violated the pro-

hibition laws on a regular basis.  

Kinmount was no exception to the 

rule. There were a number of stills 

located in the area, and everybody 

seemed to know how to get a bottle. 

The police were helpless in squash-

ing the moonshine trade. Several 

attempts were made in the Kin-

mount area to battle the bootleggers, 

but it seemed to be a drop in the 

ocean.  

VOLUME 9 IS HERE!  
 
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 9 Patrons 

 Marjorie Paradis  Joe McGee 

 The Lemire Family   Mary Jane & Gerald Tyndale  

 Buck & Janice Thibideau The Harbinson Family 

 Anonymous   Bonnie Wilkins 

 The Pearson Family  Bruce and Debbie Peck 

 Marg Allen   In Loving Memory of Joe Bowman  

 Fred Strang 

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

 

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

References Available 

Sesquicentennial History cont. from p.2  

AUGUST HIGH FIVE CLUB  

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Bernice Owens, Luke Silver, Cameryn Shaw 

Sherri Bowman, Hayden Oakley, Julie Windrum 

Kelsey Crego, Barb Hill, Eden Shaw, Brook Parrot,  

Tracey Waites-King, Joan Freeman, Sarah Barr, Liz Lilley-Case,  

Rachel Scott, Carolyne Fountain, Olivia Cloutier, Madylin Rensink 

Caroline McGee, Savannah Barr, Sheila Mitchell 

Rick Willemsen, Faith Davis, Samuel Iskandar, Karen Harrison 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Jordan Greer recipient of the Shaun Chapman Memorial Award  

for Good Citizenship at Fenelon Falls Secondary School  

Samantha Gamble on graduating with honours & attending  

Western University for a Bachelor of Medical Sciences this fall 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
Barb & George Berry 

Give Your High Five by Friday, August 18 for the September edition 

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca 

Continued on p. 14 
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Last monthôs Spot the Shot: The 

Railway Man sculpture in the Gaze-

bo at Kinmount Railway Station. 

 

 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
 

705-488-2266 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: ybrauer@bell.net 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 8 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

 

Ghost Walk 2017 

Photos by Rob Moody & Yvette Brauer 


