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Friends and Neighbours: Ghost Towns of Manvers Township Part One
Manvers Township lies between
Victoria County and Lake Ontario. It was originally part of old
Durham County, but in the amalgamations of the 1970s, it voted to
join Victoria County (now City of
Kawartha Lakes). The township
was settled in the 1830s and was
primarily a farming settlement.
The only rivers of note were the
headwaters of the Pigeon River
and Fleetwood Creek. The earliest
settlers trickled in from the Lake
Ontario front or from Cavan
Township to the east. A series of
cross-roads hamlets sprang up
along the early pioneer trails and
roads. These hamlets consisted of
a school, maybe a church, a blacksmith and a general store. As the
transport grid in Manvers
changed, many of these hamlets
were bypassed and dwindled into
ghost town status. The present
transportation network consists of
two railway lines and two major
highways (Highway #7 running
east-west and Highway #35 running north-south. Here are a few
“lost” settlements.

came a station on the CPR railway
in 1855 Ballyduff drifted into obscurity.

Lifford
Also located in the centre of the
township, the earliest settlers in the
Lifford area also came via Cavan.
They too were Ulster (protestant)
Irish and named their community
after a home town back in Ireland.
Lifford quickly eclipsed the other
crossroads settlements and in 1855
was named the “township seat” for
Manvers. Manvers Township Hall
was built in 1865. The Manvers
Agricultural Society held its initial
Fairs at Lifford. The hamlet contained 3 churches, two general
stores, two blacksmiths plus a
shoemaker, harness shop, two hotels, a wagon maker, tailor and
weaver! Lifford was the earliest
“shopping centre” in the township.
The mail to the community came
by horse back up the centre line
from Orono. Later the mail courier
met the train at Bethany, and thus
the downfall of Lifford was fixed.
Bethany to the east and Pontypool
to the south had railway connecBallyduff
tions. Businesses and traffic
Located in the (almost) dead cen- changed to these new centres. By
tre of the township, Ballyduff was the 1880s, Bethany, now the largest
among the earliest settlements
village thanks to the railway, congetting its first pioneers in 1820.
tained the new township hall. LifThe nearest mill and stores were
ford village declined until it beat Millbrook, which was accessed came a quiet farming community.
by a blazed trail. When it came
time for a post office, the name
Lotus
Harrisville was suggested by the
Just a few miles west of Ballyduff,
local tavern owner a Mr Harrison. the concession road crossed a
But the rest of the settlers rebelled branch of the Pigeon River that
and chose Ballyduff after a town
contained an eligible mill site. A
in Ireland where many of them
sawmill was built on the site, and
originated. In fact, most of the
more importantly, a grist mill. The
early settlers were Ulster Irish.
settlers here came from Darlington
When Manvers Township Council and Cartwright Townships. The
was organized in 1850, Ballyduff hamlet was originally called Frogwas designated a site for the
pond after three little ponds on the
township council meetings along creek. The shallow ponds were
with Lifford, four concessions
filled with lilies, also called lotus
north. The cross roads community flowers, and voila: instant name!
contained a school (SS # ManA large block of land in the area
vers), several hotels, a general
was granted to Bishop Mountain,
store and two churches (Methodist head of the Anglican Church in
and Presbyterian). Ballyduff was Quebec! This act restricted settlelocated on the main north-south
ment in the vicinity until the Bishroad (now highway#35) but lost
op sold the farm land to real setits prominence to Pontypool (also tlers. The mill at Lotus was operaton this road, but three concessions ed for a time by Adam Scott,
to the south) when Pontypool be- founder of Peterborough. The mill
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site contained the usual saw and
grist mills, but also a tannery and
carding mill.
Lotus never attained much of a
business community. It contained only one general store,
blacksmith, church and hotel. In
the late 1800s, the church, Orange Lodge and Temperance
Society all closed and moved to
surrounding villages. The school
remained to serve the many area
farms and the mill hung on until
the 1940s. Then Lotus joined the
pages of ghost towns.

From top: The Ballyduff
School, S.S. #2 1966; the
Lotus Mill now a business/
residence; Main Street
Lifford
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Silent Night, by George Pratt
Each year, sometime around
the shortest day, I have come
to perceive that the Maker of
the World snatches we mortals
away from the vile mayhem
into which the world spirals
ever downward, to set before
us an event wherein, without
warning, we are gifted with
the Moment of Christmas.
Those wise ones among us
will treasure those moments,
for reflecting back over them
will sustain us in a world
where malevolence confronts
us at every turn. Few such
occasions in my lifetime, now
in its golden years, equal the
sweetness of the moment of
‘Stille Nacht’, gifted to we
errant folk of Minden and
Snowdon in a rustic, one-room
schoolhouse so many years
ago.
December 20, 1946 remained
below zero all day. Nine of the
ten students of Bat Lake
School, fairly exploding in
their excitement, were dismissed at three o’clock, a
whole hour early. It was already darkening as they scurried home along the frozen
roads to ready themselves.
Thirteen-year-old Billy Pratt
stayed on to keep the box
stove red up in preparation for
the arrival of parents and
guests—for tonight would be
the first Christmas concert at
Bat Lake School since before
the war.
Preparations had been frantic.
The classroom was festooned
with woven streamers, fashioned from all the red and
green crepe paper we could
and in the dusty cupboards
when in September, the school
had reopened after the hiatus
of the war years. Pretty Anna
Agnew, our new teacher, had
shown us how to decoratively
‘frost’ the corners of the windowpanes with a flour and
water and salt mixture that
could have been the makings
of a batch of pancakes. A
week before, fifteen-year-old
Les Hogg, the oldest student,
had cut a balsam Christmas
tree off his father’s farm in

along Canning Lake there, and
dragged it the whole mile-and-ahalf to school where we had set
it up in front of the teacher’s
desk. It was laden with ‘icicles’
carefully scissored from foolscap
by Junie Martin and Lorna
Hogg, happy little Gary Palomaki looking on and learning.
Twenty pine cones, their tips
carefully whitened with poster
paint, dangled from the outermost branches, these crafted by
the other boys under the critical,
instructive eye of teacher Anna.
We were a small student body.
There were four Pratts, two Martins, two Hoggs, two Palomakis
and one Lynden, five families in
all, and that meant ten parents
for sure would attend. Aside
from these, we had delivered our
kid-print posters announcing the
concert to the school neighbors
around; they had also been
tacked up in the post office in
Minden for more than a week.
Mrs. Agnew, not being from
around our community, carefully
grilled us to try to arrive at a
count which she chalked up on
the blackboard, mainly so we
could figure out how to seat everybody, there being only seven
desks.
For sure Ern and Irene Barry
would come—after all, Mrs.
Agnew boarded with them. We
weren’t sure if Old Bob Shaw
would come.
We had cautiously walked to his
farmhouse with an invitation but
it took some courage to do this,
for he was very much a hermit of
a man whom we seldom saw—
and then only to be scared by his
truly fearsome eyebrows. Still,
Dad said Old Bob had himself
been a pupil at our school as a
boy many years ago, before he
went off to the Great War and
came home suffering so gravely,
causing him to retreat to the
Shaw farm to live alone, miserably dogged by the ravages of the
shelling and gas. Then there was
Mrs. Ireland and Old Mrs.
Pogue . . . well, we thought we
could count on them, living so
close by and all—and the Ireland
boys had also once been pupils.
Dang, it was looking like maybe
Continued on p. 4

TAOIST TAI CHI at Galway Hall
Mondays & Thursdays 10 am - noon
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Silent Night continued from page 3
twenty people might attend. Well, folks
would just have to bring along a kitchen
chair, that was all. And then . . . yes, and
then . . . there were the Soelings.
The Soelings were Kurt and Gertrude.
Around Minden and Snowdon, they were
commonly referred to as just ‘the old
German couple’ the only people living
on Bat Lake, this in a small house with
three little cottages they rented out to the
occasional tourist in the summer. Now,
for a job like inviting people to a Christmas concert, the Soelings presented a
problem. You see, the thing of it was,
they were Germans. No one knew very
much about them; they had arrived at Bat
Lake about 1940, just when the War was
heating up. Not knowing anything about
them gave rise to speculation and speculation can be a cruel thing. Canada was at
war with Germany; Dad and Uncle Vic
and the oldest Barry boy, Raymond, had
gone off to that war—indeed, didn’t Dad
and Vic both still wear their army greatcoats now in December? Germans and
everything German was badder than bad.
How could these people, clearly from the
heart of badness, come into our small
community? What could they possibly
want? They had to be spies, that was
what. Spies—couldn’t be anything else.
That was what everybody said. That
there was something less than nothing to
spy upon in either Minden or Snowdon
Townships was never explained—damn,
they were spies and you never know
what a spy would be up to. To exacerbate
the rumor was the fact that Kurt actually
looked like a person of evil. In appearance, he was the embodiment of Teutonic brutality such as our folks had been
shown in newsreels and we in kids’ comic books—pudgy, jowly, slack-lipped,
thick frosty glasses—he was for sure a
Kraut of the lowest order, that’s what
Cecil Lynden called him. Gertrude?
Well, she was never seen that much and
who knew what she could be up to. Mind

Next to
Remedy’s Rx
Page 44

you, Uncle Vic had said the government
was watching them; and these were the
big guys, you bet, none of your local
cops— why they don’t know nothin’
when it comes to spies. One false move
and the government’ll pounce, you can
bet your ass on that . . . that’s what he
said and he drove a truck for Hewitts
and those drivers know about those
things. Whatever the truth, the Soelings
were ostracized. No one except the
Morlocks went near them, no one spoke
to them. They were the enemy. But
apparently, at the time of our concert,
they hadn’t made any false moves But
the truth—the cruel, injust truth: At the
start of the war, not everybody in Germany was a Nazi. The Soelings were
refugees who were the exact opposite of
the evil of the Nazis; they were ordinary
country folk, working hard for their
living just like us. In fact, Kurt had a
low-ranking job as a civil service clerk.
Revolted by the excesses of Nazi-ism,
they had left everything and fled from
Germany as Hitler began his expansion
in earnest. After a harrowing escape,
they arrived in poor circumstances at
Toronto in the far-off primitive land of
Canada; this through the offices of the
Quakers, whose benevolent hand
reached even into Nazi Germany. In
Toronto they had become known to the
Morlocks, he a wealthy Toronto lawyer,
who in turn also reached his hand out to
the Soelings, offering them employment
as ‘domestic’ and ‘handyman’ at the
Morlock summer home on South Lake.
In fact that summer home was the original farmhouse of Frank Hamilton and
there was indeed much to be done to
make a proper retreat of it. So it was
that through the war years, Kurt Soeling
became known to the community as
that scary old German who ripped up
and down the road from Gelert to Minden in the old Morlock Model ‘A’ as he
went about their errands.

The phenomenon of his being German in a time
when Germans were the enemy, was never unravelled by anyone—sadly, it was never even inquired about. To everyone, he was the enemy, a
probable spy, and of course so was his plump
wife, Gertrude, who was seen only seldom as she
shopped for a paltry few items in Welch’s store.
Except when it was necessary to speak with Kurt
in the course of his errands for the Morlocks, the
Soelings were shunned as if they were lepers.
They spoke only when spoken to, their heavy accents being equated to being bad. They lived a
lonely, tragic life, alone in their little house on Bat
Lake but for the few guests who found their way
to their three cottages each summer.
And so—what to do about inviting the Soelings to
the Christmas concert? After all, they were close
neighbors. We were kids; we did what our parents
taught us and told us. We figured we should just
ignore them. Teacher Anna, however, was not of
our community; she harbored no such prejudice
and held a disdain for those who did. Angrily
bouncing her black curls, she herself walked to
their little house along with Lorna and Les Hogg
on their way home from school—and summarily
invited Kurt and Gertrude to our concert. So it was
that on the concert night, the ‘old German couple’
arrived promptly at 7:30 PM, dressed in carefully
brushed winter clothing. That it was of old Edwardian styling was lost on us, for style was not in
the lexicon of Minden and Snowdon residents.
They cautiously squeezed themselves beside each
other into the seat of the rearmost school desk.
Mrs. Ireland and her taciturn adult son Walter followed behind them along with old Mrs. Pogue and
her mentally challenged son Holly. The Barrys
arrived in Ern’s ‘schoolbus’ a small shack mounted on a full set of sleighs, his wife Irene and teacher Anna cozily huddled beside the little iron woodstove inside. At the same time Lorne Hogg with
his family arrived, pulled into the schoolyard by
their huffing horses in a cutter. Close behind came
gentle Mrs. Hamilton and her brother Walt, also
by horse and cutter. The six horses with their vehicles were tethered at the rear of the woodshed.
Later, during the concert, they could be heard
snuffing and jostling at each other. Still later,
when Ern was dodging
Continued on p. 5
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Silent Night Continued from page 4
the generous piles of horse-buns
as he hitched up to go home, he
winked to we kids who were
hitching a ride ‘That’s their way
of showing their appreciation’.
Oh yes, and Old Bob Shaw did
indeed attend, plodding the two
miles to the school over the
snowy road, uncharacteristically
dressed in the suit they had given veterans on discharge from
the Great War. He fitted himself
into the other rearmost desk and
sat alone quietly. Belying his
pained face and the fearsomeness of his eyebrows, we all
noted his eyes still had that
friendly, interested twinkle,
characteristic of all the Shaws.
The schoolroom was suffused in
a rather pleasant fug occasioned
by the burning maple in the box
stove, freshly cut balsam
wreaths and four burning coaloil lamps as the twenty-odd
people sorted themselves into
the desk seats and the few kitchen chairs brought along on
Ern’s sleigh. All went quiet in
the soporic atmosphere of the
pale lamplight. The program
would be simple: recitations by
as many kids as had been able
to learn them in time for the big
night, a short play and a nativity
pageant. Intersticed with these
entertainments were three or
four traditional Christmas songs
by our student chorus—the requisite ‘Jingle Bells’, ‘Jolly Old
St. Nicholas . . .’ (Alas,’ Frosty
the Snowman’ was only written
in time for our final Christmas
Concert five years down the
road.) Musical accompaniment
was provided by the excellent
Ralph Hussey, County Music
Teacher, who had arrived driving the only automobile present
that night.
The sound of children’s voices
rising in chorus has been an
eternal pleasure to adults the
world over; in the disparate
voices of we ten children, supported by the magic of Mr. Hussey’s little Hohner accordion we
delivered a sound far from musical excellence—but to the ear
of our innocent, rustic audience,
it rivaled the Westminster Children’s Choir. Ever hungry for

music of any genre, our folk
were clearly seduced by the
spirit of the season as we
wound down to the end of our
program. What was left was to
sing ‘O Come all ye Faithful’,
then break the singing while
little Jimmy Martin struggled
to recite ‘Just ‘fore Christmas
I’m as Good as I Can Be’. We
then planned a dramatic finale,
whence three of our four lamps
would be extinguished to leave
the schoolroom in a topical,
reverent mood for the singing
of that most loved of Christmas
songs ‘Silent Night’.
But what . . . what was this??
As we were delivering the ‘O
Come let us adore Hims’, there
came a non-children’s voice, a
clear, musical background
humming. Again ‘. . . O come
let us adore Him . . . ‘ and
again the hum, louder now. It
wasn’t my folks; I knew their
voices; nor was it any other
familiar person—but this was a
small audience; it took but a
moment to discern that it was
Gertrude Soeling, her eyes half
-closed, still clutching tightly
to her bosom the mysterious
tea-towel covered pan she had
brought along. We finished the
song, by now every eye suspiciously fixed on the oblivious,
humming Gertrude, her hum
picking up the power of the
final line
‘O COME LET US ADORE
HIM, CHRIST THE LORD !’
It was she who was responsible
for that musical interlocution
which, truth be told, was actually not at all unpleasant. Song
over, the faces of the audience
uncertainly turned back to the
matter at hand as young Jimmy
Martin struggled through his
hard-learned recitation. Errant
humming then forgotten, Paul
Lynden, the biggest Bat Lake
School student, took his cue to
step up on the teacher’s chair
and one after the other, blew
out three of our four lamps. A
dramatic air of serenity settled
over the darkened schoolroom
to frame our final song of the
evening— the universally
loved ‘Silent Night’ in which

Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca
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Silent Night Continued from page 5

References Available

705-488-3091
Thinking of retailing your creations?
Kinmount
ARTISANS MARKETPLACE

Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre

705 488 2938 or 705 488 1414
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everybody was invited to join.
Ralph Hussey, ever so reverently,
played the first leading bars. We
started in unison
‘ . . . Silent Night . . . Holy Night . ‘
The previous songs on the program
had inspired us. The mood was perfect; we were now warmed to our
task; we sounded good and we knew
it. But what . . . ?” . . . something
was happening . . . there it was
again . . . that strange, additional
voice that was overtaking our chorus. It was almost ghostly at first,
then more distinct, more pervading,
mesmerizing—and eminently beautiful. Ralph Hussey, his head reverently bowed over his accordion,
looked sharply up; as the maestro,
he had heard it first— but he could
not position it. But then he saw
where it was from and we all knew
that it was Gertrude again, rising in
volume, intensifying in sweetness
‘ . . . stille nacht, heilige nacht . . .
alles shlaft, einsam wacht . .
. . . and together, we instantly perceived that Gertrude, in full voice,
was eclipsing our assembled voices.
We in the children’s chorus and our
parents and our neighbors all
‘round—we none of us knew these
foreign words, but we knew that
something leading to glory was happening. Gertrude’s eyes were now
fully closed, her body very slightly
swaying. She lent ever more power
to her voice until everyone faltered
and fell silent. Ralph Hussey, however, did not. With a look of comprehension on his face, his ever present closed-mouth smile now widening, he surreptitiously glided down
the aisle to stand beside the
Soeling’s desk, leaning slightly toward Gertrude as he nursed the timbre of his little accordion to match
her stunning mezzo-soprano voice.
Our humble, ragged crowd became
transfixed in awe of the thing of
wonder happening in our midst; it
was as if those herald angels we had
been taught about had floated down
upon us. The first verse complete,
Gertrude launched into the second,
still in the tongue that was foreign to
we innocents, still filling the schoolroom with a magnificence that can
hardly be told. Then, slowly, almost
imperceptibly at first, Kurt began to
sing the alto harmony in what I
would consider, in thinking back, an

almost operatic, rich tenor.
Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht, Hirten
erst kundgemacht Durch der Engel
Halleluja, Tont es laut von fern
und nah . . .
The Soelings, Kurt’s grizzled head
now bowing in to touch Gertrude’s,
had furtively clasped each other’s
hand as they continued through the
final verse. Student chorus, parents,
friends, neighbours—we sat paralyzed in awe as Bat Lake School
became the opera at La Scala. It was
The Moment. Every person marvelled; every heart soared.
Half an hour later, the concert over,
the schoolroom was vibrant with
chattering adults while the kids
noisily clamored for a cup of cocoa
from the gurgling kettle on the boxstove that had tantalizingly perfumed the proceedings all evening.
The shining, jolly face of that reviled old German spy, Kurt, was
beaming to match that of big Eric
Palomaki, that night pinch-hitting
for Santa Claus. To a sea of outstretched hands and friendly, grinning faces, Kurt portioned out drooling slices of the heart-stopping new
delicacy his spy-wife Gertrude had
brought us in her covered pan. It
was called ‘stwoodle’ Gertrude announced, as the women suddenly
forgot about her spying and flocked
around her noisily petitioning for
the recipe. I heard Donna Lynden
address her as ‘Dear’ a thing that I
noticed women began to call each
other whenever they gathered to
socialize, like when they were all
cooking together for Hamilton’s
picnic back there in the summer.
Gertrude’s eyes, weary and timid
when she had entered the schoolroom an hour before, were now jewels of blue merriment, literally sparkling when we children came near
her.
‘I mate it fwom owoo vewy own
epls’ Gertrude further assured. My
mother pronounced that more like, it
was made by the angels themselves,
using that Irish expression we knew
she reserved only for food or anything else that was beyond special.
Not lost on any of the women was
the fact that Gertrude, to concoct
such a strudel, had to have given up
her hoard of sugar, which for all
families, had been rigorously raContinue p. 8
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Councillor’s Corner by Kathleen Seymour-Fagan
A very happy December and warm
wishes for this holiday season to
everyone! I am thrilled to be starting our new journey together as I
begin my role as your Councillor
of our new Ward 2.

See you at
Christmas in
the Village!

Friends and family and happy feelings are the best part of this season
of course, but this year it brings
with it a note of sadness as we will
no longer have my friend and colleague Gord Miller with us. As I
look through past editions of The
Kinmount Gazette, I see Gord's
warmth and goodness shining
through on Page 7 over the many
years, and I know we will all miss

this excellent Councillor and concerned
and kind human
being.
I would like to share
a favourite wish
that, for me, really expresses the
warmth and feeling that we love
most about living in our beautiful
rural area. “Never too cold for
friendship, Never too deep the
snow, To share fond Christmas
greetings, With friends we're glad
to know.” Best wishes, friends!
Kathleen

The Leahys Play Christmas Music Night

Dr. Bruce Mason
Chiropractor
3398 Gelert Rd.
Minden, Ontario
K0M 2K0

705-286-4350

The Canadian group Leahy has
secured a place as one of the country’s most highly regarded progressive folk-roots bands. Their emergence on the Canadian music scene in the late 1990’s with their
chart-topping instrumental single
“Call to Dance”, introduced audiences to a new way of accessing a
uniquely Canadian music genre.
The “Leahy sound” – a combination of strong stride piano, unique
bass guitar and drumming styles
along with driving rhythm guitar –

was the foundation from which
wildly talented fiddle led instrumentals and vocals were launched
to mainstream music listeners.
Leahy has won three Juno awards
received countless accolades for
their dynamic performances and
sold more than half a million albums worldwide. Enjoy the music
& dance of A Leahy Christmas on
Sat. Dec. 8 at 7 pm at Galway Hall.
Tickets $15. Call 705 488 2635.

Spot the Shot Recaptured
Last Month’s Spot the Shot:

RANDY BEACLER

Plumbing
Hydronics
Drains

The historic Irondale Church

COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICES

705-488-2266

1st
Tuesday
Monthly
11:30 am - 1 pm St. James Anglican Church
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$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED
c/o L. Kilby, P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0
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Silent Night, cont. from page 6

A SLICE OF THE NORTH
DOWNTOWN KINMOUNT
4090 COUNTY RD. 121

PIZZA & SUBS!

Sun. Tues. Wed.12 pm - 8 pm Thurs.- Sat.12 pm - 12 am
Closed Mondays FREE IN TOWN DELIVERY
Out of town delivery $1 per km Minimum $5

705 488 3030
705 286-0808
Debbie Calvert

50 Newcastle St
Minden, Ont
K0M 2K0
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tioned for the previous five years.
endured.
As we started on the long, frosty
May they rest in peace.
trek home, everyone was warmed by
the handshakes and hugs that had
been exchanged all ‘round. Kurt and
Gertrude Soeling were the jolly old
couple from Bat Lake who sounded
so cute when they said ‘guten
Nacht’. We kids delighted in saying
the same thing to each other over
and over again. Evil Germans and
spying were no longer part of the
lexicon of any adult or child who
attended the Bat Lake School concert of 1946.
Epilogue: In the ensuing years,
word travelled through the townships that the Soelings were, if not
‘one of us’ at least decent, likeable
people who were not unlike us. Kurt
rated a friendly wave when he
passed on his errands and Gertrude a
few minutes’ chat when encountered
in Welch’s store. Each Christmas
concert, Gertrude and Kurt would
sing ‘Stille Nacht’ and folks would
speak in dismay at how our favorite
Christmas carol could possibly have
been originally written in German.
There is a particular footnote I like
to remember: A year or two later,
Irene Barry mentioned to my mother
that ‘poor Gertrude Soeling has
been down with the flu’. My oh my,
how that set Mom to fussing around,
ordering Dad to run her over to Bat
Lake right now in our old Chev. She
packed along her trusty bottle of
Buckley’s Mixture (which probably
didn’t do much) but she also measured out a couple of drams from the
heel of a different bottle she normally tucked out of sight—which probably did much more. An hour later,
a warm sponge bath for Gertrude
under Mom’s gentle, healing, Irish
hands, sufficed, I like to think, in
making restitution from everyone
‘round for the years of injust persecution the very decent Soelings had
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Kids’ Corner

Student Ryan Titus of Burnt River
proudly helps with the Poppy Campaign.

Sat. Dec. 8
NEW AT

CHRISTMAS IN THE VILLAGE!

Find Kinny the Elf
Free Kids Book
Hot Chocolate & Sweets
Christmas Games & Stories
FACE PAINTING 11 am-1 pm

ACROSS

1.
2.
3.
4.

Decorate it at Community Centre
Playing at Christmas Music Night
Gifts for kids 10 & under
He's at Breakfast and the Legion
ANSWERS PAGE 12

DOWN

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Kinmount Elf name
Free book for kids
Colouring Contests displayed here
Wagon Rides start here
Hosted by Kinmount Lions

Find Kinny at 13 places SaturChristmas in the Village
Free Prize at every spot!

day Dec. 8 at

Sponsored by the Kinmount Committee for Planning & Economic Development

A Slice of the North
Shop n Save
Kinvale Restaurant
Kinmount Foodtown
K & T Café
Kawartha Credit Union

11 am - 2 pm
9 am - 2 pm
9 am - 2 pm
9 am - 2 pm
9 am - 2 pm
9 am - 1 pm

Austin Lumber - Castle Building Centre
Kinmount Library Free Book & Hot Chocolate
Kinmount Artisans Marketplace *Special Prize*
Farmers Market Community Centre *Special Prize*
Kids Crafts Upper Room at Community Centre
Breakfast With Santa St. James Anglican Church

9 am - 2 pm
10 am - 2 pm
10 am - 2 pm
10 am - 2 pm
10:30 am - 1:30 pm
8:30 am - 11 am
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne K ilby
What are your favourite Christmas
memories? I have several, but one
of my favourites goes back about 20
years, when my boys were young.
They got a Sega Game Console for
Christmas that came with one game.
We were a little behind the times, as
Sega came out a few years before
that and I was able to buy several
used games at a barter shop. Instead
of giving them all the games at
Christmas, I gave them a game a
day for the 12 days of Christmas.
Every day, I would say, “I found a
present I forgot to give you.” After a
few days, they caught on and started
asking me if I had a present I forgot
to give them. It’s a memory that still
makes us all smile. Here’s hoping
this year brings you some fond
Christmas memories!
And now, your Christmas present:
8 THINGS YOU MAY NOT
KNOW ABOUT
JINGLE BELLS
1. J.P. Morgan’s uncle wrote “Jingle
Bells. Born in 1822, songwriter
James Lord Pierpont composed the
music and wrote the lyrics for the
holiday standard. His older sister,
Juliet, married millionaire Junius
Spencer Morgan, and their oldest
child, John Pierpont Morgan, followed his father into the banking
business and became one of the
most powerful financiers of the
Gilded Age.

left the two children
from his first marriage
back in the North with their
grandfather.
3. The “Jingle Bells” songwriter
was a rebel in more ways than
one. While his father and brother
took fiery stands against slavery,
Pierpont became a staunch supporter of the Confederacy. When
his brother was forced to close his
church and return to the North in
1859 due to his abolitionist
preaching, Pierpont remained in
Savannah. When war broke out,
he enlisted with the 1st Georgia
Cavalry and served as a company
clerk. His father, meanwhile,
served on the Union side as chaplain of the 22nd Massachusetts
Infantry.

8. “Jingle Bells” was the first
song ever broadcast from
space. Just before Christmas in
1965, astronauts aboard Gemini 6 suddenly gave a troubling
report to Mission Control: “We
have an object, looks like a
satellite going from north to
south, up in a polar orbit.” The
tense report of the unidentified
flying object was suddenly
broken by the sound of “Jingle
Bells” with astronauts “Wally”
4. “Jingle Bells” wasn’t the song’s Schirra playing a tiny harmonioriginal name. When it was first
ca accompanied by Tom Stafprinted in 1857, it was released
ford shaking some small sleigh
under the title “One Horse Open
bells they had brought along
Sleigh.” When reissued two years for the space voyage.
later, the song had the more familiar title of “Jingle Bells.”

5. Two cities claim to be the
song’s birth place. An historical
plaque in the Boston suburb of
Medford, Massachusetts, claims
that Pierpont wrote his famous
tune while nursing a drink in the
Simpson Tavern in 1850. Savan2. Pierpont wasn’t much of a family nah erected an historical marker
of its own across from the Unitariman. The “Jingle Bells” composer
was the son of a fiercely abolitionist an church where Pierpont was
music director at the time the song
Unitarian minister, Reverend John
was published. One thing not in
Pierpont. From an early age, James
Lord Pierpont sought adventures far dispute is that Pierpont drew upon
away from his family in Boston. At snowbound memories of sleigh
the age of 14, he ran off from board- rides and sleigh races in Massachusetts, not Georgia.
ing school, joined the crew of a
whaling ship and spent nearly a dec6. “Jingle Bells” was not intended
ade at sea. When the California
Gold Rush struck in 1849, Pierpont to be a Christmas song. Although
“Jingle Bells” is now a Yuletide
left his wife and children behind in
Massachusetts while he chased rich- staple, there is no mention of
es in the West. Returning home sev- Christmas or any other holiday in
the song.
eral years later no wealthier than
when he left, Pierpont departed
7. The song may have been first
from his family again in 1853 to
performed in blackface. When
become the organist at a Unitarian
“One Horse Open Sleigh” was
church in Savannah, Georgia, that
was pastored by his brother. Several first printed in September 1857, it
was dedicated to John Ordway, a
months after the death of his first
wife in 1856, the songwriter married Boston doctor, composer and ora daughter of Savannah’s mayor and ganizer of a troupe of white men
Page 10

performing in blackface
called “Ordway’s Aeolians.”
After his failed efforts as a
Gold Rush prospector,
Pierpont wrote one of his first
songs, “The Returned Californian,” in 1852 to be performed
by Ordway’s minstrels, and it
appears the same was the case
for about a dozen of his subsequent songs, including “Jingle
Bells.”

Keep smiling and
please keep sharing
your news and information in the Hot
Stove Leak. Hope to see you
around town at some of the
many Christmas activities that
our Kinmount volunteers work
so hard at to bring you joy. If
by chance our paths do not
cross, Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to one and
all. Stay safe, warm and cozy!
Please contact me at 705-4882919 or email me at
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca

WHAT’S NEW
AROUND TOWN?
The Kinvale Restaurant is
now closed every Tuesday.
Kinmount Library has new
hours and a new librarian.
The walking path up to the
Library has been repaired.
The former Township of
Somerville Office/Old Jail
has been demolished.
Starting Dec. 14, Kinmount
Artisans Marketplace is open
daily 10 am to 4 pm for your
gift shopping pleasure.
The 503 Stop General Store
in Irondale welcomes Devil’s
Edge Brewery, open 10 am
to 4 pm. A good selection of
Craft Beer made locally in
Irondale.

Donations of
non perishable
food & unwrapped toys
may be
brought to the
Kinmount Lions Angel Trees
located at the Kinmount
Medical Centre, Post Office,
Legion, LCBO & Kawartha
Credit Union or bring to the
Tree Lighting Ceremony at
the Train Station on Thursday, Dec. 6 or the Breakfast
with Santa on Saturday, Dec.
8 at St. James Anglican
Church.

Kinmount Gazette
THANK YOU TO THE
ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
BRANCH 441
The girls of the Kinmount Guiding Unit
thank John McGrath Branch 441 members for having them visit to learn all
about Remembrance Day and view the
various artifacts on display at the Legion.

Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development

A CAROLLING WE GO!
Weather permitting, anyone wishing to
join the Kinmount Guiding Unit for an
hour of Christmas Carolling on Monday,
Dec. 17, please meet at the Kinmount
Community Centre at 6:30 pm. All Welcome.
COBOCONK
SANTA CLAUS PARADE

Santa's Coming to Coby - Sunday Dec 2,
2018. Parade starts at 1:30 pm. (floats meet
at 12:30 at the Civitan Centre parking lot).
Join Santa at the Legion after the parade
for a kids party. For more info and to sign
up your float contact Jennifer at 454-1110
or chamber@coboconknorland.ca. Please
bring non-perishable food items to the
parade for the Coboconk Food Bank.

THANKS TO THE
KINMOUNT TAI CHI GROUP
The Kinmount Guiding Unit and their
parents enjoyed a fun evening trying
out Tai Chi thanks to our local Tai Chi
Group. Tai Chi takes place on Mondays
and Thursdays from 10 am till noon at
Galway Hall. Drop by to check it out.

MINDEN CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
Phone in applications for Christmas Hampers & Toys for Kids is Dec. 3 -7 and Dec.
10 - 14 from 10 am - 2 pm. Pick up is 20
December between 1 & 3 pm at the Minden Arena.
To register please call 705-286-6400. If
there is no answer please leave a message
and someone will get back to you.

Coboconk Food Bank
The Coboconk Food Bank is open 2 Thursdays each month. The food bank serves Burnt
River, Coboconk, Fenelon Falls, Kinmount,
Kirkfield & Norland and is located in the Civitan Building at the corner of Hwy #35 &
Northline Road. For more information visit
coboconkfoodbank.org, or send an email to
coboconkfoodbank@gmail.com or for emergencies call 705 344 4807.
Minden Food Bank
The Minden Food Bank is open Mondays &
Wednesdays from 11 am to 4 pm. Members
may visit once a month. The Food Bank is
located at 24 Newcastle Street. For more information call 705-286-6838 or email them at
mindencommunityfoodbank@bellnet.ca.
FAREWELL TO
KINMOUNT LIBRARIAN
MARY ANN DOBSI
For the last 12 and a half years patrons of the
Kinmount Library have received service
above and beyond the call of duty from librarian Mary Ann Dobsi. As well, Mary Ann has
been a column contributor to the Kinmount
Gazette since its early beginnings. Mary Ann
recently moved to the Bolsover area and has
obtained the position of librarian at the COKL
Kirkfield Branch. Kirkfield’s gain is our loss.
We will miss you Mary Ann. Thanks for everything and best of luck!

Tai Chi demonstration with Kinmount Sparks, Brownies & Girl Guides

Climate Change:
Penguin Invasion!
Happy Halloween! Oliver
and Olivia were dressed for
the weather on Halloween
Night in Kinmount.

Perfect Gift!

100% Hand Dyed

Silk Scarves

Designed by Marjorie

705 488 3276
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The Hot Stove Leak cont.
DOWN TO A ‘T’
We know that when someone has
something down to a ‘T’ it means
they are doing something with accuracy and precision, perfectly, down to
the finest detail. The same goes for
saying something fits to a ‘T’; suits it
to a ‘T’; follow directions to a ‘T’,
but just what is it that ‘T’ stands for?
It is believed the ‘T’ is used as a short
form or substitute for the word tittle.
Though rarely used nowadays, the
word tittle dates back to the Bible.
The definition of tittle is a small
stroke or point in writing or printing;
punctuation; a tiny amount or part of
something; minute.
The best reason for believing that this
is the source of the saying 'To a T', is
that the phrase 'to a tittle' existed in
16th century English long before 'to a
T' was used, and having something
down ‘to a tittle’ meant the same
thing as down ‘to a T’. Who knew?
WHY IS IT CALLED A
‘Piggy Bank’?
During The Middle Ages, in about
the 15th century, metal was expensive and seldom used for household
wares. Instead, dishes and pots were
made of an economical clay called
"PYGG". Whenever people could
save an extra coin, they dropped it
into one of their clay jars. They called
this their pygg jar. By the 18th century the term pygg jar evolved to pygg
bank. Eventually, through a misinterpretation of the word pygg as pig,
potters began to construct moneyboxes into the shape of pigs. As a result,
the piggy bank was invented! So
there you go, a place to save even a
tittle of change.

Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development

UPCOMING EVENTS

December 6 Tree Lighting Ceremony 6:30 pm
at Kinmount Train Station.
December 8 Christmas in the Village
Breakfast with Santa - Kinny Elf Hunt
Farmer’s Market Christmas Open House
Kids Christmas Crafts
Christmas Activities at the Library
Wagon Rides - Santa at Legion
Christmas Music Night with The Leahy’s
December 13 Casino Rama Bus Trip leaves
Legion 9 am Return 4 pm. Cost $6. Free lunch
included. To reserve call 705-488-2220.
December 14 Christmas Bingo 6:45 pm at the
Kinmount Legion.
December 15 Friends of the Library Book
Sale 9 am - l pm Kinmount Library.
December 17 Christmas Carolling 6:30 - 7:30
pm with the Kinmount Guiding Unit.
December 19 Author Jasmine Fogwell at the
Library, 4:30 pm’
December 31 New Year’s Dinner & Dance
7 pm at Kinmount Legion. $75 per couple

KINMOUNT
AGRICULTURAL
SOCIETY
In Memory of
Joanne MacDonald
We wish to acknowledge the many years Joanne served as treasurer and valued board
member on the Kinmount Agricultural Society.
Her generosity to the Kinmount Fair is very
much appreciated. She will be missed.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Tai Chi Mondays & Thur sdays, 10am noon Galway Hall.
Seniors Cards Snacks 12:30 pm Mondays
Bid Euchre 1 pm at Legion.
Kinmount Guiding Unit meets Mondays
6:30 pm at Kinmount Community Centre.
Adult Colouring 2nd & 4th Monday 7 pm
at the Legion.
SAGES Seniors Exercise Tuesdays 9 am 10 am at Galway Hall.
Kinmount Playschool Tuesdays &
Wednesdays 10 am - noon at Community
Centre.
Kinmount Library Hours NEW HOURS
Tues. 10 am - 2 pm, Wed. 3 pm - 7 pm,
Thurs. 11am - 7 pm, Sat. 10 am - 2 pm
Craft Group Tuesdays 1pm to 3pm at the
Library.
Soup Lunch 1st Tuesday monthly 11:30 1 pm at St. James Anglican Church, Kinmount
Soup Lunch 1st Tuesday monthly 11:30 1 pm at Christ Church, Coboconk.
Messy Church 1st Tuesday monthly 5:45 7:15 pm at St. James Anglican Church.
After School Children’s Program 3r d
Tuesday monthly 4:30 pm at Kinmount
Library.
Exercise Class Wednesdays 8:30 am at
Galway Hall.
Highland Dancing Tuesdays 4:30 pm at
Kinmount Community Centre.
Open Discussion AA Meetings Wednesdays 6:30 - 7:30 pm west side of Kinmount
Medical Centre.
Cards Wednesdays 7 pm Ir ondale Community Centre Donation $2. Potluck snacks.
Sign Language Class 6 pm Wednesdays
St. James Anglican Church. by donation.
Foot Care 1st Thur sday monthly at Kinmount Medical Centre. Call 705-488-2205.
Knitting Club ever y Thur sday 1 pm - 3
pm at St. James Anglican Church. All welcome.
Friday Night Bingo 6:45 pm at Legion
Karate Fr idays 6:30 pm at Kinmount
Community Centre. 705 886 0051
Kids Zone Sundays 11am Kinmount Baptist Church.
Drop-in Euchre Sundays 4 pm at Legion.

ANSWERS TO CHRISTMAS IN THE VILLAGE CROSSWORD PUZZLE page 9

Across:
1. gingerbread
2. leahys
3. legion
4. santa
Page 12

Down:
1. kinny
2. library
3. foodtown
4. station

5. breakfast

Kinmount Gazette

Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development

KDHSF Annual Christmas Appeal
The Kinmount District Health Service Foundation has launched their
Christmas Appeal:
Dear Neighbours and Friends of
Kinmount District Health Centre,
As you know, attracting and retaining medical professionals to work
and live in our community is of vital
importance, and all the more so as
the population grows and changes
with the influx of many baby boomers retiring to our area to live. In
order to meet the health care needs
of our community the Foundation
believes that we are in need of a
third family doctor and thus has a
very active doctor recruitment program underway. The most visible
components of this are the large and
small roadside signs along with the
advertising on our local radio station
Canoe FM.
Recruiting doctors in our area is a
slow, sometimes difficult, process
but we are persisting in searching
for a family physician who would
like to reside and work in this beautiful part of rural Ontario. To this
end we continue to work with
Health Force Ontario and Ontario’s
medical universities to advertise and
promote our needs. Should you
know anyone in your circle of
friends and acquaintances that might
be, or know of, a prospective doctor,
please give them our website or
phone number.
For twenty years your financial support has been a key component of

the success of the Kinmount District Health Centre. As a charitable foundation we do not receive
any government funding and none
of your donations are used for
operational costs of the Health
Centre. Instead, our two fundraisers, this Christmas Appeal and the
Journey for Health Walkathon,
generate the funds for all capital
expenses of the Health Centre
(this includes medial, computer
and office equipment) and for
doctor recruitment. We are asking
for your financial help to maintain
the high standards of our Health
Centre and to aid in the continuing search for our third doctor. If
able, we would appreciate it if you
would please make a donation.
Mail your donation to Kinmount
District Health Services, Box 225,
Kinmount, ON K0M 2A0 or donations can be made online at
www.doctorswanted.org. Telephone 705 928 0048. A sincere
thank you at this special time of
year.
OUR VISION
To provide the finest primary
Health Care in the hearts and
minds of the people we serve.

“Open Book”

Meetings held in
basement Meeting Room
Enter through door on the
West side of the Health Centre
PLEASE KNOCK
Questions? Contact Janice D.
(416) 317 6238

HEALTH CARE TEAM
Clockwise from top left:
Dr. Elena Mihu, Dr. Susan
Gleeson, Physiotherapist
Sandra Butler. Receptionists
Lisa Russell & Nellie Gluck

We are committed to your health

ANNOUNCING
NEW AA
MEETINGS
AA Discussion Meeting
6:30 to 7:30 pm
Every Wednesday

Actively looking
for a 3rd Doctor

Now at

KINMOUNT
MEDICAL CENTRE

1st Thursday Every Month
CALL

705-488-2205

Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family
Have your prescriptions filled with us!

Located at the Medical Centre to serve you better
Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations
Free Medication Review & Delivery
Hours: Mon. Tues. Thurs 9 am to 5:30 pm
Wed. 9 am to 8 pm & Fri. 9 am to 5 pm

FLU SHOTS

Kinmount District Health Centre
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday
11 am - 12 pm & 4 pm - 5 pm
NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY
Bring you Health Card
For evening clinics please call
705 488 1105
Page 13
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Local Landmark Lost

Christmas
Open House

Kinmount Community Centre

Saturday Dec. 8
10 am until 2 pm

Kids Activities
Gift Basket Draw!
50/50 Draw!
KFM Toonie for 1st 25 people!

4154 County Rd 121 Kinmount

See you Aug. 11 at Funfest!

Another piece of Old Kinmount was
lost last month. The old Town Hall at
the end of the bridge was demolished
by the City of Kawartha Lakes. The
old structure was scheduled for demolition due to the fact is was declared
surplus and was not up to standards
for resale. In short, the old gal had
run her course!
The Town Hall was built sometime
in the 1890s on its narrow lot at the
corner of the bridge and the Monck
Road. It was built to serve as a township office for Somerville Township.
Previously council business was conducted in various halls or schools
around the township. But the age of
the wandering council meetings was
over and a permanent site was necessary to store records and allow for
staff space. The building also served
as a “court house” for minor cases,
all heard by a travelling justice of the
peace. These local court trials were
held quarterly in locations around the
county. Two jail cells were built in
the basement for “temporary storage” of minor offenders. Kinmount
village has a designated constable,
whose main purpose was to handle
“rowdies” from the three hotels in
town. The miscreants were locked up
in the basement until they sobered
up. The jail cells also held persons
charged with such crimes as bootlegging, assault, vagrancy, etc until they
could be shipped on to the county
jail in Lindsay.
In the early days, township staff consisted of a clerk and a treasurer; who
could be the same person as well as a
tax collector. All positions were part-

time; very part-time! The original
council meetings were often held in
Burnt River, it being the geographical centre of Somerville Township.
But the demand for a permanent site
led to Kinmount Village being the
home of township council. It did
have more businesses and was a
transportation hub that included major roads and the railway. It also had
storage space for township records.
Besides being the administrative
office for the township, the Town
Hall also served other functions such
as polling booth for elections and
meeting room for government sessions. The one room building was
never really large enough to hold
public meetings. There were plenty
of other halls in Kinmount for such
purposes.
Over the years, the role of township/
municipal government grew, and the
number of employees crammed into
the old Town Hall also expanded.
The building was just too small, not
to mention the parking issues! So in
1990, the Township of Somerville
decided to move to a new site on the
cemetery hill just south of town.
(Current site of the Library et al).
The much larger township office
contained lots of office space, room
for record storage and a new library
(previously housed in the basement
of the Community Centre now occupied by the Artisans Marketplace).
The new Township office operated
as such until the Great Amalgamation of 2,000. Today it remains as an
Continued p. 18

DECEMBER HIGH FIVE CLUB

THURSDAY DECEMBER 13

BUS TRIP
Leaves Legion 9 am - Return 4 pm
$5 includes lunch - 705-488-2220 to reserve
Page 14

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Paul Silver, Jesse Silver, Kaylynn Shaw, Al Preston, Robynne Kilby
Blair Crego, Michelle Weiler, Travis Watson, Bonnie Warren
Anne Morgan, Bonnie Mulock, Sue-Ellen Crawford, Chris Snoddon
Mellissa Parsons, Jen Dudman, Laurie Scott, John Barkwell
Brian Snoddon, Lila Shaw, Sheree Austin, Charlene Silver
Mia Crego, Carol Brown, Carol Jarvis, Maxine Marr, Jamie Jones
Carol-Anne Gautreau, Tom Johnston, Robin Magee, Jessica Lang
HAPPY BELATED 30th ANNIVERSARY
Reg & Wendy Shaw, November 12
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
Greg & Karen Reeves, Tom & Irene Johnston, Ken & Robin March
John & Michelle Barkwell
John & Elaine Windrum, Claude & Lisa Crego
Give Your High Five by Friday, December 14 for the January edition
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca

Kinmount Gazette

Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development

Royal Canadian Legion Branch 441
by Jess Chynoweth

With the poppy campaign
wrapped up for another season
we would like to thank all of you
who support this campaign. As
well a special thank you to all of
our community churches for
their participation in the Bells of
Peace. It was truly humbling.
December brings the holiday
season and a change to some of
our functions. Join us on December 14th for Fun Bingo with a
$500 Must Go Jackpot. Food
Bank donations will be collected
and treats will be shared.
The Ladies Auxiliary wish to
thank you for your attendance in
our Sunday breakfast and we
will see you again in the spring.

New Years Eve is fast approaching, this year we will
hold a Beef Dinner and Dance
by J&D DJ services. Tickets
are available at the bar in the
club room. $75 per couple.
Includes full dinner, dessert
and evening entertainment.
Wednesday nights is mixed
Darts starting at 7:30 pm.
Saturdays is our weekly meat
draw starting at 5 pm.
See you at Christmas in the
Village Dec. 8.
Have a safe and Happy Holiday
Season!

Cocktails 7pm - Full Beef Dinner & Dessert
Dance and New Years Eve Swag
Tickets $75 per couple
Available in the Clubroom

In the Lions Den

by Brittany Gautreau

Christmas is upon us and the Kinmount Lions have Angel Trees set
up around town at the Medical
Centre, Post Office, Legion,
LCBO and Kawartha Credit Union. We thank everyone for their
kind and generous donations of
unwrapped toys and non perishable
food items. Come see us for hot
chocolate at the Tree Lighting Ceremony where we host a Fill a
Truck Toy and Food Drive Thursday, Dec. 6, 6:30pm at the Train
Station. We host a FREE Breakfast
with Santa at Christmas in the Village Saturday, Dec. 8, 8:30 am -11
am at St James Anglican Church.
Kinny the Elf will be hiding there.
Find him to receive an instant
prize. Donations of unwrapped
toys appreciated. We are collecting
pull tabs for Pups for Dog Guides
and beer caps for Camp Kirk who
hosts camps for kids with disabilities. Please drop them off at Kinmount Legion. We have medical
equipment eg: hospital beds,

wheelchairs, walkers, etc. to
loan to area residents. For
more info call Vic 705-4883053 or Dave 705-488-2005.
If you have a few hours a
month, like to have fun, and
wish to make a difference in
your community, we are always looking for new ideas
and helping hands. Please contact Chris 705-488-2114.

Food Fanatic by Michelle Barkwell
From my family to your family - a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy and Healthy New Year. Each of these recipes are very
easy to make.
Overnight Strata Sandwiches – 6 servings
3 tbsp butter, softened
12 slices egg bread (or your favourite)
3 tbsp Dijon mustard
6 oz sliced smoked chicken, turkey or ham
6 oz Cheddar cheese, thinly sliced
1 tomato, thinly sliced
3 eggs
1/4 cup milk
1/4 tsp pepper
chopped fresh parsley, if desired
Butter one side of each slice of bread; spread other side with mustard. On mustard side of six slices, evenly divide chicken, cheese
and tomato. Cover with slice of bread, buttered side out; cut sandwiches in half diagonally. Arrange sandwiches, cut side down and
overlapping, in greased 11x7inch (2L) baking dish. Whisk together eggs, milk and pepper; pour over sandwiches. Cover and refrigerate for up to 12 hours. Bake uncovered in 375F oven for
about 30 minutes or until crisp and golden. Garnish with parsley.
To serve, just lift off each sandwich.
Shortbread Meltaways – 48 cookies
1 cup unsalted butter, softened
1/2 cup icing sugar
2 tsp vanilla
1 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1/2 cup cornstarch
3/4 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp salt
1 cup Skor toffee bits
Preheat oven to 350F. Line cookie sheets with parchment paper.
Beat butter, icing sugar and vanilla until creamy. In a separate
bowl, combine flour, corn starch, baking powder and salt; stir half
into butter mixture. Stir in toffee bits and remaining flour mixture. Roll heaping tablespoons of dough into balls. Place on prepared cookie sheets, about 2” apart. Bake in centre of oven for 15
minutes or until lightly golden. Let cool on pan for 5 minutes.
Dust with icing sugar if desired.
Chocolate Pate
168g dark chocolate (70% is good), preferably good quality
2/3 cup whipping cream
1/4 cup unsalted butter, room temperature
1 tbsp granulated sugar
Line bottom of small (6x3.5in.) loaf pan with a large piece of
plastic wrap, letting wrap hang over side of pan. Microwave
chocolate, cream, butter and sugar in bowl on MEDIUM. Heat for
3 min, stirring occasionally. Pour into prepared pan. Cover with
plastic wrap and refrigerate until firm, at least 6 hours. To serve,
let stand about 1 hour. Slice into pieces and serve with cocoa
powder, whipped cream, and fruit ( red grapes, blue or blackberries). Pate keeps well, refrigerated, for up to 3 days. TIP: A disposable tinfoil mini-loaf pan is the perfect size to use.
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The Library Link

Royal Canadian Legion

John McGrath
Branch 441
Kinmount, Ontario
705-488-3462

HALL RENTALS
705-488-3462

See you at Christmas in the Village!

Season’s
Greetings
“Wishing you all the best in 2019”

Kinmount Agricultural Society
CGC Ltd.

by Mary Ann Dobsi

December is a very busy month for
everyone as we get ready for
Christmas. Shopping for presents,
baking, decorating, staff parties,
family get-togethers, turkey, travelling, and the list can go on. In
this busy season, enjoy those precious moments with your family
and friends. Over the past years as
the Librarian at the Kinmount
Branch, I have many great moments and great memories. It has
been a pleasure seeing so many use
the library for the internet, taking
out material, participating in programs, and meeting up with friends
and neighbours. I will no longer
be your Librarian since a library
closer to home has become available. I will cherish all the years
I’ve had here and it has been a
privilege of knowing all of you.
Thank you for making my years
here so enjoyable. A special thank
you to the ‘Friends of the Library’
for all their support. I have been
truly blessed over the years here.

NEW HOURS
Tuesday
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
Wednesday 3:00 pm - 7:00 pm
Thursday
11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday
10:00 am - 2:00 pm
A reminder that the EARLYON
program comes to the branch on the
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month.
This is a great program for parents,
grandparents, or caregivers to bring
little ones to enjoy time together
with Bev from 10 am - 11 am.
Join us for Christmas Fun at Christmas in the Village Sat. Dec. 8, 10
am to 2 pm. This month’s Book
Sale is Sat, Dec, 15, 10 am – 2 pm.
Wishing all of you a very Merry
Christmas and safe, wonderful New
Year!
City of Kawartha Lakes Public
Library, Kinmount Branch

Warren Gas Services
PRO

PHONE
:
PROPANE
(705)
SERVICES
488WETT
3294

15 Years Serving Kinmount & Area
SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION PROPANE
FURNACES,, FIRE PLACES
BBQ'S, WATER HEATERS

Certified

BLAINE WARREN
Certified Gas Technician
CGC_LTD@hotmail.com

Christmas in the Village at the Library
10 am - 2 pm Sat. Dec. 8
Kinny Elf Hunt - Find him & get a free book
Sweets & Hot Chocolate
Christmas Games & Stories
Face Painting 11 am - 1 pm
MEET SHANNON, THE NEW LIBRARIAN

705-488-3294

CHARLIE CAMERON

Author Jasmine Fogwell at Kinmount Library

Heating & Cooling

Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances
Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc.

Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks

(705) 928-0334

Coboconk, On
Saturday
Dec. 15

BY DONATION BOOK SALE
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10 am - 2 pm

Lower Level
Kinmount
Library

Area resident Jasmine Fogwell
grew up in Norland and is the
accomplished author of the children’s Fidori Trilogy. Her latest
children’s book is The Frizz.
The Frizz is about Jeannie Avery
Gibbins, who has frizzy hair and

a wild imagination. Every day her
mother has to help tame the frizz to
get her ready for school. But each
morning, when Jeannie sees her hair
in the mirror, she gets an idea. Today, she doesn't see frizzy hair, instead she sees a lion's mane. What do
you think Jeannie's hair will turn into
tomorrow?
Jasmine will be at Kinmount Library
to promote and explore her new book
on Wednesday, December 19, at
4:30 pm. Bring the kids out to meet
her and find out all about The Frizz.
Jasmine’s books are available on
Amazon, Chapters & Barnes & Noble.
Visit her at: jasminefogwell.com.

Kinmount Gazette
The Galwegians, by Bill Lee
The Galway Hall Annual General Meeting
was on Thurs., Nov. 15. Our Hall continued
to financially operate “in the black”
throughout 2018.The Board Chair gave a
review of the past year, highlighting the
many positive happenings throughout the
year. A few issues were noted that needed
to be looked into to make our Hall better
and safer. Actions have started to address
these issues. 2018 was an election year at
our AGM. The current Board members
agreed to stay on for another two year term.
The Galway Hall Board was very pleased
to welcome two people that volunteered to
become members of our Board for the upcoming two year term.

Remembrance Day 2018

Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development

The annual Turkey Supper was yet another
success! Our team of volunteers served just
over 200 patrons efficiently within the first 90
minutes.
On Sun. Nov. 1, the Galway Hall Board hosted its Volunteer Appreciation Dinner which
recognizes the efforts, time, and talents that
our volunteers bring to keep Galway Hall the
community centre of Galway and area. A delicious roast beef dinner, enjoyed by all, was
catered by Linda J’s. Linda and husband,
John, are probably familiar to many Galwegians. They have participated at Kinmount
Farmers’ Market for many years and this summer, they ran the BBQ at Music in the Park.
The “Friends of Galway” winter solstice meeting is Friday, Dec. 14. This is our Christmas
potluck gathering. Doors open at 5 p.m. All
are invited to share in this celebration. FOG
has launched two projects in 2018. These projects continue throughout 2019. Both the
“Stores of Galway” and the “Lake History”
projects are aimed to conserve the stories,
photos, and memories that need to be saved.
Tell your story! Share your memories and

photos! Do your part! Email your contributions to:
friendsofgalway@gmail.com.
For the second year in a row, tundra
swans made an appearance on Crystal
Lake. Unlike last year, their visit was
brief- just a day or two. Maybe the swans
knew that snows were coming by midNovember! Four otters were seen frolicking on the newly forming ice on Clear
Bay again in mid-November. A flock of
evening grosbeaks were reported at a
couple of local birdfeeders. At our birdfeeder, at first, there were three, and then
ten, then twenty, and the highest count at
one time was thirty! It was interesting to
note that, when these grosbeaks were
present, they controlled the feeder and
the surrounding area below the feeder.
They even relegated the ‘bossy’ blue jays
to the sidelines.

VOLUME 11 IS HERE!
Thank you to our Volume 11 Patrons
Brian & Nancy Lemire
The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication
produced by volunteers & is financially dependant
on support through advertising & donations.

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron?

Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 11
Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o Lynne Kilby
P.O. Box 286, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.
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Local Landmark Lost Continued from p. 14

Ryan Duff
705-928-6176
duffseptic@hotmail.com

Duff Septic Systems
Installation - Inspection - Repairs

Office located at 4885 Monck Road, Kinmount

The Kinmount Tartan
Men’s Cap - Tartan Scarf
Tammy - Men’s Tie

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace or

Contact Diane at 705-488-2635
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(expanded) library and meeting
rooms.
The old Town Hall, perched precariously along the Burnt River
was used for a while as the town
swimming hole and a town museum. But the museum never really
took off and the swimming hole
was moved, leaving the fate of the
building uncertain. In the last few
years, the City of Kawartha Lakes
began to take stock of its physical
assets with the view of disposing
of surplus buildings. The City already operated the Kinmount
Community Centre, the Railway
Station and the Library Complex.
Clearly the Old Town Hall was not
needed. And thus we have the final
chapter to the old Town Hall.
I would like to leave you with two
stories about the old Town Hall. It
was the scene of Kinmount’s one
and only Protest March. It occurred in 1982 and related to the
closing of Kinmount School. A
new site for a consolidated school
for Somerville Township was selected in Burnt River. The township council of the day was to vote
on the resolution re closing Kinmount and moving to Burnt River.
The residents of the village gathered at the cenotaph with their
signs, and marched down the main
street to the bridge to “express”
their opposition. The crowd assembled to witness the march far
outnumbered the protesters. The
whole incident was reminiscent of
the annual Kinmount Fair Parade,
with noise and blocked traffic. A
(very) few protesters “jammed”
into the single room.
Council got the message.
The schools motion was
not passed. And the residents of the village had
something to talk about in
the coffee shop!
The next story related to a
council meeting back in
the day when Leon Wright
was deputy-reeve. The
author was present on
some forgotten minor business when a delegation of
two cottagers from Four
Mile Lake went before
Council. Their complaint
centered around a spring
flood. In the days before

zoning and official plans, they had
built their new cottages beside the
Lake during the summer. The next
spring they found out they occupied
a flood plain. They complained the
township had granted them a building permit when it should have told
them it was a flood plain. Leon
asked them if they had noticed any
ground hog holes on their lots while
building. They replied they hadn’t
looked. “Well, he said, at least one
animal had the sense not to build on
this spot”. It took a while for the
complaintants to get the drift. Such
was how township business was
once dispensed. Times have
changed!
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Kinmount...Explore Our Heritage, Experience Our Charm!
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COMMITTEE
Guy Scott, Editor
P.O. Box 249
Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0

Spot the Shot

Phone: 705-488-3182
E-mail: gdsscott@mail.com

We’re on the Web
www.kinmount.ca

Each edition we feature a photo
from the Kinmount Area. We
challenge you to identify the spot.
Submissions of photos welcome.
Please submit to the editor via
email with a detailed description of
the spot you have captured.

Last month’s Spot the Shot:
The historic Irondale Church

Gazette Committee:

Lynne Kilby, Staff Writer/Advertising
Sue Strong, Finance/Subscription
Jane Austin, Publisher

Submission Deadline
For Jan. 2019 Edition
Friday Dec. 14, 2018

From the Editor’s Desk
Welcome to winter! The theory
that Winter lasts 100 days from
when the snow stays on the
ground means we may be into
winter early this year? Stay tuned
for more speculation on this true
Canadian discussion topic: the
weather!
Remembrance Day was special
this year: it was the 100th anniversary of the end of World War I.
The original Remembrance Day
was the Armistice Day for the
Great War: the 11th hour of the
11th day of the 11th month, 1918.
This time was deliberately
planned to use the 11.11.11
scheme. So tired of war was everyone that a series of celebrations
were held around the area to mark
the Armistice. One story about
November 11, 1918 stands out. A
British officer rode up to a group
of advancing soldiers and shouted
at them “the War is over!” The
soldiers paused in silence and
then one earnest soldier meekly
asked “Who won sir?”. By November 1918 everyone was just
relieved it was over.
The first “Armistice Day” service
as it was called until 1931 was
held in 1919 by the King in London England. It was a modest
affair. Canada’s first Armistice
Day was held in Ottawa in 1921.
Originally meant to honour the
dead from the Great War, the day
eventually came to include those

who served in World War II, the
Korean War (1950-1953) and
various smaller wars of the modern era. The last conflict included
was the War on Terrorism ie) Afghanistan.
The ceremony at the Kinmount
cenotaph was attended by a larger
than usual crowd this year; well in
excess of 100 persons. It was
great to see so many attend, to
honour the fallen and just remember this event in Canadian history.
Too often we forget or ignore our
past. But combined with the sesquicentennial last year, it has been
a good two years for Canadian
History.
On November 11, I attended a
special Remembrance Day play
called (appropriately) “Lest We
Forget” at the Fenelon Falls United Church. The one hour play was
a superb salute to the Great War
as seen through the eyes of a real
resident of Fenelon Falls. The
play featured 14 songs of the era
ably vocalized by local resident
Barbara Dunn-Prosser. She played
all the parts representing several
women with family members
serving overseas. If you ever get
the chance to see this play, take
the opportunity. It was fantastic!
Sad news this month past. Local
City of Kawartha Lakes Councilor
Gord Miller passed away suddenly. Gord had served one term and
had not sought re-election. He

served the constituents of Somerville Township well during
his term, and had contributed a
column to this newspaper. My
last memories of Gord was
playing a few songs on the Pioneer Tea Garden stage at the
Kinmount Fair. Among his
other accomplishments, he was
a seasoned musician. We will
miss both his community spirit
and his giving nature.
Laurine Dettman also passed
away. Laurine was the wife of
the late Bruce Dettman and was
an avid worker for several
community groups, including
the Kinmount Fair. Our condolences to Tracey. A memorial
will be held later in the spring.
Eldon Thomas also passed
away in November. Eldon had
resided in the village for many
years after retiring.
Kinmount lost one of its
“landmark buildings” with the

demolition of the old Town
Hall. The building served for
many years as the Somerville
Township office before the
new office on the hill was
opened. It really didn’t have
a purpose since closure and
was in need of upgrading.
Declared “surplus” it was
torn down in October. It
leaves a bit of a hole on both
the site and in our history.
GS

Friday Dec. 14
6:45 pm

$500

KINMOUNT LEGION

MUST GO
JACKPOT

Please Bring a Food Bank Donation
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PAUL SILVER

Become a Gazette Patron!

P.O. Box 286
Kinmount, On
K0M 2A0

Tax Receipts issued
for donations of $25+

Have fun at
Christmas
in the
Village!

Now Booking Interior Work Projects

FOR ALL YOUR RENOVATION NEEDS

(705) 488-2919

E-mail: paul.silver@sympatico.ca

Brian Countryman
Garden Tractors - Lawn Mowers
Rototillers - Snowblowers - Equipment
Pickup & Delivery Available
361 Galway Rd. Trent Lakes ON K0M 2A0
bscountryman@gmail.com

705-488-1349

JC’s Cuts & More
Have fun at Christmas in the Village!

WHERE EVERYONE IS WELCOME
3718 County Road 121
Just south of town

705-488-1148

Open Wed. & Thurs. 9-5, Fri. & Sat 9-3

Canadian & Chinese Food

Breakfast 8 am to 11 am - Lunch 11 am to 2 pm
See You at Christmas in the Village!

David Anderson
705-488-2005
Christine Weerdenburg 705-488-2114

(705) 488 2683

Kinmount

ARTISANS
MARKETPLACE

Local Visual Arts
Handcrafts
Gifts & Collectibles
Lower Level
Kinmount Community Centre Books & Souvenirs
kinmountartisans.ca
705-488-1414
OPEN Friday to Sunday 10 am - 4 pm Visit us at Christmas
in the Village!
OPEN DAILY the week before Xmas!

4072 County Road 121. KINMOUNT

705-488-2211

OPEN: SUN 8am ~ 7pm
MON - SAT 7am ~ 8pm
We have
LOTTERY
Produce, Fresh Meat, Fresh Bread,
Deli & Sandwiches, Groceries, PET Food,
Fireworks, Worms, DVD’s (Sell & Rental)

We accept VISA, MASTERCARD, DEBIT & Cash too

Where ads live on!
Kinmount Gazette
at kinmount.ca

SHOP TAX FREE!

(705) 488 2596

10% off Pick Up order Over $30.00 (Cash Only)
Hours 8am - 8pm
www.kinvalerestaurant.jimdo.com

Don’t forget to tell our advertisers you saw their ad in
THE KINMOUNT GAZETTE

Repairs & Maintenance

