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Get Results! 
ADVERTISE IN  
THE GAZETTE!  

Rates per issue:  
Business Card Size    $20 

2 x Business Card    $40 
1/4 Page      $55 
1/2 Page      $100  
Full Page      $200  

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
705 - 488 - 2919  

The Gazette is a non profit monthly publica-
tion produced by volunteers. The Gazette 
depends on advertising sales & donations 
to remain operating. We are grateful for 
your continued support. 
Do you enjoy the Gazette? 

Send a donation! 
Make cheques payable to  
Kinmount Gazette 

PO Box 286, Kinmount. On K0M 2A0  
Your name will appear in our  
Thank You to Our Patrons Section  

Tax Receipts issued for Donations $25+ 

Kinmount Gazette 

Downtown Kinmount 
Thursday Dec. 5 , 6:30 pm 

Tree Lighting Ceremony at the Train Station 
Bonfire, Sweets & Treats, & Free Photos with Santa 

Unwrapped toy or food donation for the Lions Fill a Truck Drive 

Saturday Dec. 7 - Fun All Day & Night! 
Free Breakfast with Santa 8:30 am - 11 am 

St. James Anglican Church, Crego St. 

 
At Kinmount Community Centre 

Farmerôs Market Christmas Open House 10 am - 2 pm Main Level 
Kids Christmas Crafts 10:30 am - 1:30 pm Upper Level 

Face Painting 10:30 am - 1:30 pm Artisans Market Lower Level 
 

Kinny Elf Hunt - 13 Locations - Free Prize at each spot! 
See Page 9 for the Kinny Elf Hunt List or visit kinmount.ca 

 
   At the Library:  Free Book - Christmas Games - Prizes - Treats 
 
   At the Station:  Wagon Rides - Treats & Sweets 12:30 pm to 2 pm 
 
   At the Legion:   Visit Santa at 2 pm - Gifts for 10 & Under, Lunch 

 

 

FRIENDS & NEIGHBOURS: GHOST TOWNS 

THE GALWEGIANS 

ARTISANS MARKETPLACE HOST SALE 

CENOTAPH RENEWAL 2019 

SOLDIERS OF KINMOUNT: THE ROWLINSONS 

SPOT THE SHOT RECAPTURED 

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION BRANCH 441 

HOCKEY MEMOIRS PART 3 

KIDS CORNER 

THE HOT STOVE LEAK 

COUNCILLORõS CORNER 

KDHSF CHRISTMAS APPEAL 

GAME WARDENS: A HISTORY PART 1 

FOOD FANATIC 

IN THE LIONS DEN 

THE LIBRARY LINK 

150TH KINMOUNT FAIR 

THANK YOU TO OUR PATRONS 

POSTCARDS FROM KINMOUNT 

DECEMBER HIGH FIVE CLUB 

SPOT THE SHOT 

EDITORIAL 
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Friends and Neighbours:  Ghost Towns of Algonquin Park 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

world! In fact, until the 1930s, 
the only access to Algonquin 
Park was by railway (or canoe). 
The Railway was a boon to the 
lumber industry and tourism. 
This week the Gazette looks at 
the lumber industry. 
Mowat Village 
Mowat started its life (1893) as 
a Gilmourôs lumber camp on 
the west side of Canoe Lake. 
The logs were floated down to 
Dorset and sent via the Gil-
mour Tramway to their mills at 
Trenton. The whole system was 
too cumbersome and costly and 
was abandoned within 3 years. 
But the Gilmour company still 
owned the timber rights and 
sought a way to get their pine 
to a saw mill. The solution was 
on hand with the Ottawa-
Arnprior-Parry Sound Railway. 
The railway was built around 
the north end of Canoe Lake, 
close by the old Gilmour depot.  
The Gilmour Company decided 
to change strategy. Instead of 
taking the logs to the mill, it 
was going to take the mill to 
the logs! A new mill was built 
at the old Gilmour Depot on 
Canoe Lake and housing, 
stores, etc for the mill workers 
was created as the village of 
Mowat. The village was named 
after Oliver Mowat, premier of 
Ontario. The mill started in 
1897 and the town eventually 
contained 500 residents. The 
railway siding contained 18 
kilometers of track and daily 
trains linked the community to 
the outside world. A school 
was started and soon contained 
30 students. The school re-
mained open until 1946 by 
which time the enrollment was 
only 6. The Algonquin Park 
headquarters was originally 
located at Mowat, but was 
moved in 1897 to another loca-
tion at Cache Lake called Al-
gonquin Park station.  
The village was a humming 
place in its brief heyday. It 
contained many houses, stores, 
storehouses, offices, horse sta-
bles, a huge warehouse, a hos-
pital, a school and a cemetery. 
The Gilmour brothers built two 
summer houses on a nearby 

By the 1850s, settlement began to 
penetrate the Ottawa-Huron Tract: 
the area of Ontario bounded by 
the Ottawa River, Lake Nipissing-
French River, Georgian Bay and 
the Kawartha Lake-Canadian 
Shield edge to the south. For sev-
eral decades, settlers penetrated 
into the Tract from the south or 
east, setting up farms and commu-
nities (including Kinmount estab-
lished 1859 on the southern edge). 
But the farther north the settlers 
went, the poorer (read rocky) the 
land got. But the Tract did contain 
some of the finest pine in the 
province. Lumbermen were anx-
ious to harvest these white pine 
forests and sought ways of getting 
their logs to mills in the south.  
In 1893 the Government of Ontar-
io created Algonquin Park. Real-
izing this area of the Tract was not 
suitable for farm settlement, and 
wishing to set aside a ñnatural 
preserveò in the province before it 
was too late, all land in Algonquin 
Park was held as crown land: no 
private property allowed. But this 
protection did not apply to the 
lumbermen. Much of the area was 
already leased to lumber firms and 
the government considered timber 
a renewable resource (and the 
government liked the cash it made 
from the lumber operations!).  
The only way for lumber compa-
nies to get their logs to market 
was by river driving. But this sys-
tem was costly and difficult. Of-
ten the waterways did not flow in 
the right direction! The Gilmour 
Company, based in Trenton on the 
Trent watershed bought timber on 
lands that flowed into Georgian 
Bay via the Muskoka River sys-
tem. The company created an 
overland tramway at Dorset to get 
their logs to their mill. The actual 
tramway cost a bundle of money 
and actually worked ! But it took 
3 years to get their logs from Al-
gonquin Park to Trenton and the 
cost was prohibitive.  
The solution for Algonquin lum-
bermen was a railway. So in 1896 
Ottawa Lumber Baron JR Booth 
opened the Ottawa-Arnprior and 
Parry Sound Railway through the 
Tract, linking the Ottawa Valley 
with Georgian Bay. The Tract was 
now linked with the outside 

island (they are still 
standing!). 
Mowatôs brush 
with prosperity was 
brief. The Gilmour 
Company was fi-
nancially shaken 
by its Algonquin 
operations and a 
recession in the 
timber market 
drove this famous 
company into 
bankruptcy in 

1900. The Mowat Mill was 
closed in 1901 and assets were 
sold if possible. The large 
boarding house/hotel became 
the Mowat Lodge in 1913. The 
mill was torn down and the 
other buildings sold for salvage 
or allowed to decay.  
While the lumber-era buildings 
quickly disappeared. But the 
ñcommunityò of Canoe Lake 
carried on, mostly around the 
lodge and related tourist facili-
ties. Canoe Lake today is a 
ñtake off pointò for campers 
and tourists. It contains the 
famous Portage Store, which 
acts as an outfitter store with a 
restaurant and MNR office. 
Two summer camps are also in 
the area, as well as some cot-
tages, established on the old 

Gilmour property. And it all 
started as a lumber mill!  
 
Pictures from top: Canoe Lake 
Railway Station; Bill Gilmour 
Mill at Mowat; Mowat Lodge 
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Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

TAOIST TAI CHI at Galway Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 10 am - noon 

The 2019 Turkey Supper at the 
Galway Hall was another suc-
cessful fundraiser for our Hall. 
Many thanks to all that came to 
our dinner. Support from our 
neighbouring communities, area 
cottagers, and fellow Galwe-
gians was truly appreciated. 219 
guests thoroughly enjoyed our 
full-meal deal, judging by the 
compliments received. A huge 
ñshout-outò to our team of vol-
unteers for their commitment 
and desire to make this supper 
the success it was. We wel-
comed four new volunteers to 
our squad. They joined right in 
with the rest of the helpers and 
were welcomed additions. The 
Galway Hall is very fortunate to 
have people that demonstrate 
such a strong sense of commu-
nity. There were twenty-six 
people helping to ensure that 
our annual Turkey Supper went 
smoothly. Well done! 
The Galway Hall held its annual 
Volunteer Appreciation Dinner 
on Sunday, November 17th. This 
was just a small óthank-youô 
from our Hall Board to our vol-
unteers. It is their huge commit-
ment of their time and their en-
ergies that keeps the Galway 
Hall the centre of our communi-
ty. 
The Galway Hall was also the 
venue for the Trent Lakes Fire-
fightersô Associationôs Christ-
mas party on Saturday, Novem-
ber 30th. Our Hall always wel-
comes the opportunity to pro-
vide our space to people that 
strive to promote and keep our 
communities safe. Kudos to all 
of these dedicated firefighters! 
Do you need to kick-start your 
holiday mood? Well, the Kin-
mount Community for Planning 
and Economic Development has 
the answer and the Galway Hall 
has the place. 
ñRhythmFootò (Frank Leahy 
and family) comes back Satur-
day, December 7. This will be a 
guaranteed toe-tapping, hand-
clapping evening of Celtic mu-
sic. Showtime is 7 p.m. Tickets 
are limited.  
The annual ñFriends of Gal-
wayò pot-luck supper is Friday, 
December 20th. Doors open at 5 

The Galwegians, by Bill Lee 

 

KINMOUNT DOWNTOWN PHARMACY  
4084 COUNTY RD #121 

KINMOUNT, ONTARIO K0M 2A0 

PHONE:  705-488-1923 
FAX:        705-488-1943 

 
PHARMACEUTICAL SERVICES 
MEDICATION REVIEWS 
BLISTER PACKAGING 

 
GENERAL SERVICES 

20% SENIOR DISCOUNT EVERY  
TUESDAY & THURSDAY 
$ 2.00 ODB CO-PAY WAVIED 

FREE DELIVERY  
WITHIN KINMOUNT & TRENT LAKES 

 
STORE HOURS 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY: 9:00 A.M. TO 5:00 P.M. 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY: CLOSED 
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p.m. Supper at 5:30 p.m. All 
welcome. There is always a 
variety of fabulous foods and 
plenty of it! FOG is a group of 
like-minded individuals striving 
to preserve Galwayôs history 
through stories and photo-
graphs. This group meets four 
times a year, usually on the Fri-
day nearest the solstices and 
equinoxes. 
The Galway Hall website will 
be up and running by the end of 
November. Check it out at 
www.galwayhall.ca. One can 
find a listing of upcoming 
events, rental and contact infor-
mation, and Galway Hall forms. 
There is also a link to the 
ñFriends of Galwayò. Through 
the FOG link, one can find out 
about upcoming meetings. Arti-
cles and photos that have been 
submitted may also be accessed 
from this website. 
As many as six trumpeter swans 
have been spotted either on or 
flying over Clear Bay and Crys-
tal Lake. This is the first report-
ed sightings so the trumpeter swan 
has been added to the Galway and 
Area Wildlife Inventory. Usually 
found from Manitoba westward, a re
-introduction program here in Ontar-
io has been successful. 
The trumpeter swan is the worldôs 
largest species of waterfowl, with a 
wingspan measuring up to 3 metres. 
Mature birds weigh up to 12 kilo-
grams. The trumpeter swan was 
once hunted for their feathers and 
for food. In 1933, there were only 
77 breeding pairs in Canada and 50 
breeding pairs in the United States. 
Did you know that a male swan is 
called a ñcobò and a female swan is 
called a ñpenò? 
 
From our family to your family, 
have Merry Christmas and a Happy 
2020! 

http://www.galwayhall.ca
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Artisans Marketplace Hosts Sale 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

The artisans of 
the Kinmount 
Marketplace held 
their annual 
Christmas Show 
at the Community 
Hall on Saturday 
November 9. A 
dozen artisans 
displayed their 
colourful crea-
tions. The Arti-
sans Marketplace 
has a number of 
excellent Christ-
mas gifts. Check 
it out.  
Next up is the 
Kinmount Farm-

ers Market 
Christmas show 
on December 7. 

Christmas  

Open House  
Kinmount Community Centre 

Saturday Dec. 7 
10 am - 2 pm 

Kids Cookie Decorating 
Kinny Elf Hunt Special Prize!  

Free Gift Basket Draw!   50/50 Draw! 
KFM Toonie for 1st 25 people! 

Donations for Kinmount Food Bank appreciated 
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The Cenotaph Renewal 2019 In Pictures 

   
 



Page 6 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

References Available 

������ - ������ - ����������

Soldiers of Kinmount:  The Rowlinsons  
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10 am  Bible Study 
11 am  Worship Service 
             & Kids Zone 
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The Rollinson Family arrived in 
Kinmount in the 1880s to work at 
the Stave Factory. Truman Rollin-
son was listed as the manager of the 
operation, but he may have owned 
shares in the saw mill complex. The 
Stave Factory was located at the 
north end of Kinmount across from 
the Davis Lake Road between the 
Bobcaygeon Road and the Burnt 
River. The Victoria Railway passed 
through the property, making it an 
ideal site for a mill with the River 
on one side and the railway on the 
other (literally wood in and then 
wood out). Truman brought a rather 
large contingent of family members 
with at least 2 sons, William Jr and 
James. They each had large families 
with numerous children born in Kin-
mount during their sojourn here. 
And that is how I found their WW I 
records: under the ñborn in 
Knmountò search. 
Truman died in 1891, but the family 
lingered in the village. By 1900, all 
the Rollinsons had moved West to 
homestead on the Prairies. This was 
a common theme of this era as hun-
dreds of rural Ontario families 
sought better farms on the Prairies. 
In the WW I attestation papers, I 
found the names of 5 of the Rollin-
son Family from Kinmount who 

joined the army. 
James Rollinson was 40 years old 
when he signed up! His two sons: 
Percy H and George joined as 
well. They are all listed as farmers 
now living in Brandon Manitoba. 
All 3 survived the war. 
William Trueman Rollinson sent 2 
sons to the war. William Alexan-
der was listed as a bank clerk then 

living in Toronto. Percy Gordon 
Rollinson was farming with his 
father in Manitoba. He was killed 
in action in 1916 while in the 5th 
Battalion at the Battle of the 

Somme. 

From top: James Rowlinson;  
James Rowlinson & wife (front) 

with George and Percy H at back.  

11:30 am - 1 pm St. James Anglican Church 

Soup & 
Sandwich 

1st 
Tuesday 
Monthly 

 

By Donation 


