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Vintage Redhead blogs: 

ñWhen I was a kid, my par-

ents would pack my brother 

and I into a van to drive to       

Rosedale. Weôd rent a little 

cottage on Balsam Lake. 

Weôd take day-trips into 

Fenelon Falls to watch the 

boats and to a tiny movie 

theatre to see The Lion 

King, In a little town called 

Kinmount there is stretch of 

highway that is home to the 

Shoe Tree: or Shoes Trees 

now. 

The effect is quite haunting. 

The hundreds of pairs of 

shoes look less like slippers 

and more like gaping, 

moaning mouths or empty, 

searching eyesé looking 

for the feet that once filled 

them. It kind of makes me 

want to go barefoot.ò 

And some replies included: 

ñWow, this is so cool. Iôve 

never heard seen anything 

like that before. What a 

great tradition. 

ñThis is a gorgeous and 

such a pretty little story. I 

Since the last Gazette,  

Kinmount has lost one of its  

attractions: our Shoe Trees.  

Travellers from all over  

Ontario made note of the  

famous Kinmount Shoe Trees. 

Local newspapers, including 

the Gazette, have been  

bombarded with letters 

mourning the loss of this  

landmark. Regardless of your 

personal opinion as to their 

beauty, safety, and historical 

significance, one thing is  

certain they are currently the 

topic of many peopleôs  

conversations.  Go to page 16 

to hear some of the voices that 

have submitted letters to the 

Editor. 

To get an idea of how 

ñfamousò this attraction was, I 

googled the internet under 

Shoe Trees : Kinmount. I got 

2,500 hits! Kinmount is  

famous for this attraction, and 

maybe we didnôt even realize 

it.  Here are just a sample of 

what others thought of the 

Shoe Tree (and the pretty little 

village): 

A Change to the Landscape 

Visit kinmount.ca 

wanna add my own shoes to 

the tree now!  

FIELD TRIP! 

World Travel With Annie 

writes:  For anyone exploring 

the back roads in Ontario, this 

strange phenomena along a 

forested road is worth  

investigation. Out in the  

middle of nowhere, soon after 

the little village of Kinmount 

settled by Icelandic  

immigrants long, long ago, 

there is a display unlike any 

other. Shoes of every  

description, from ice skates, 

runners, Doc Martens, hiking 

boots, flip flops, Wellington 

boots, plastic sandals and  

hundreds upon hundreds  of  

others, are draped over or 

nailed onto roadside trees. 

How did it all start I  

wondered. My husbandôs  

elderly Scottish aunt had an 

answer for such an  

undertaking. She looked at me 

with a twinkle in her eye and 

say in her broad Scottish  

accent: ñThereôs none so queer 

as folks, Annieò.  

Find Kinny the Elf Hunt  
A Fun for All Christmas in the Village Event 

 

Saturday Nov. 26 to Saturday Dec. 3, 2011 
 

1st Prize for Adults - Win a Turkey  

1st Prize for Children - Surprise Basket 
 

Find Kinny & Christmas Card Entry Forms  
at Participating Businesses & Let the Hunt 

Begin! 
 

Deposit your completed entry in the Kinny Elf 

 

And finally from ñPlastic  

Masters of the World Uniteò  

these comments: 

ñOn our way to see Wayne New-

ton we passed by a group of trees 

just out of Kinmount. It was so 

great we had to make a return trip 

so I could get some pictures. We 

will be passing by here at the end 

of May. Iôll make sure to bring 

something to add this display 

thenò. 

Christmas in the Village 
 
Dec. 1 - Tree Lighting Ceremony 6:30 pm 
                 Railway Station 

Dec. 3 - Breakfast with Santa  8am - 11am 

      Kids Crafts 11am - 1:30pm  
       Kinmount Community Centre  

Horse Drawn Wagon Rides noon - 2pm 

Follow Santo from town to Legion Xmas Party 2pm 

Christmas Music Night 6pm     Galway Hall  
Roast Beef Dinner, Loonie Auction & Live En-

tertainment 



were cadged overland from 

Minden to Ingoldsby where 

they could catch a steamer to 

Haliburton Village:at least 

during the ice-free months! 

 

The village was named after a 

similar hamlet in Lincolnshire 

England. The name was further 

enshrined in English culture by 

the famous writer Thomas  

Ingoldsby, who wrote a series 

of famous stories called the 

ñIngoldsby Legendsò.  These 

folk tales were very popular in 

the mid-1800s.. Eventually 

Ingoldsby was bypassed by 

roads to the north & south, but 

continued to be a post office 

and hamlet with a school, 

church and several general 

stores.  

 

Blairhampton 

 

This community was founded 

by settlers who moved into the 

area bounded by the  

Bobcaygeon Road on the west, 

the Gull River on the north and 

the Drag River on the south. 

The Blair family gave the  

settlement its official name 

when a post office was granted 

in 1883. The local lumber  

industry provided employment 

& markets for the local settlers 

who lived in the vicinity. The 

community had the  

prerequisite school  

section and church. 

The church became 

famous as the 

Bethel Church: a 

tiny log church in 

the  

wildwoods. The 

tiny church still 

exists today, but a 

model was built at 

the Minden Muse-

um to showcase the 

log church that was 

famous of its size.  

 

Allsaw 

 

Allsaw is a small community 

located on the north shore of 

Lake Kashawogawigamog. A 

post office and a school were 

set up to serve a farming & 

lumbering community about 

halfway along the road  

between Minden &  

Haliburton. The area is often 

called the Allsaw Flats. The 

community was originally 

called the Robertson  

Settlement after the first  

settlers in the area. But when 

it came time for a name for 

the new post office, another 

moniker was needed. A  

community meeting was 

called, and one jokster  

remarked it should be called 

allsaw because of all the  

sawing of lumber done in the 

area. The name stuck. Allsaw 

contained a school section 

and a church, a sawmill, but 

no businesses. Residents 

shopped in Haliburton,  

Minden or the even closer 

hamlet of Ingoldsby. Today 

Allsaw hums each summer to 

the sound of tourists enjoyimg 

the pleasures of Mother  

Nature. 

 

Ingoldsby 

 

The hamlet of Ingoldsby grew 

up at the southern end of  

Kashawogawigamog Lake 

flowed into Canning Lake on 

the northern or Drag branch 

of the Burnt River system. It 

was a stop on the old native 

canoe route and was a site for 

the famous log drives of the 

1800s. A bridge over the Drag 

River gave the hamlet a focal 

point. It was also the head of 

navigation of the steam boat 

service that linked early  

Haliburton village with  

Minden & the Bobcaygeon 

Road. Freight & passengers 
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Elsie 

 

In 1880 the Gilbert family 

located at the south end of 

Twelve Mile Lake in Minden 

Township. A small settlement 

of pioneer farmers and loggers 

scratched a living from the 

rocky lands along the Gull 

River watershed in the area 

and soon the community was 

granted a post office. The new 

postmaster was the above 

Samuel Gilbert who dispensed 

the mail, cadged from Min-

den, from his house. One of  
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Friends and Neighbours:  Allsaw, Ingoldsby, Blairhampton & Elsie 

the Gilbert children was a 

young girl named Elsie who 

charmed the locals with her 

looks and mannerisms. The 

community decided to name 

the post  

office ñElsieò after the little 

girl. This is maybe the first 

time a post office was named 

after a child! No hamlet  

developed in the area, it was 

just a region. By 1946, the 

community had declined in 

population and the post office 

was discontinued.  

 



A new volunteer committee has 

been formed in Kinmount with a 

very special missionðto help 

support post-secondary studies in 

the trades, college and university 

programs for students from the 

Kinmount Area.  The Kinmount 

and District Educational Bursary 

was the brainchild of Khosrow 

Eshkour , the owner/operator of 

Kinmount Pharmacy.  He  

approached several members of 

the community to meet to discuss 

his proposalða bursary program 

to help individuals access post-

secondary studies.  The Commit-

tee is comprised of the following 

members:  Dr. Elena Mihu, Vic 

Ballick, Lynn Ashbridge, Jane 

Austin, Khosrow Eshkour, and 

Chris Weerdenburg. 

The Kinmount and District  

Educational Bursary program 

invites members of our commu-

nity who are enrolled in full-time 

studies in the areas of a trade, 

community college or university 

from an accredited institution 

who live within a 15 km radius 

of the village of Kinmount to 

apply for financial support of 

their studies.  

The goal of the Committee is to 

raise $5000.00 for the first year.  

The Kinmount and District  

Lions Club has made a generous 

donation of $1500.00 to help 

start the fund and Kinmount 

Pharmacy has donated  an  

additional $1000.00.   

An application process is in 

place which bursaries in the 

amount of $1500.00  per aca-

demic school year will be  

granted to successful applicants. 

Anyone wishing to make a  

donation to the Kinmount and 

District Educational Bursary, 

may make their donation at  

Kinmount Pharmacy.   

Stay tuned for more details as 

they become available.   

The Bursary will be available 

for the 2012 school year. 

Kinmount Gazette 
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Introducing the Kinmount and District 

Educational Bursary 

6 Hunter Street, PO Box 256 

Kinmount, On, K0M 2A0 

www.quiltersinn.net 
 

Studio 705-887-8499 
Residence 705-488-1312 
E-mail: 

quiltagrafix@gmail.com 

The Quilters Inn                Barb Leffering 

Longarm Machine Quilting              Quilting Retreats 

Classes                                                        Notions 

Fabric over 1200 bolts, wide backing, childrenõs fabric, panels, blenders & more 

Open Saturday, Sunday and most afternoons  

Please call to confirm weekly hours 

 

Public Transit  

Kinmount to Lindsay 

Departs from Kinmount Library @ 8 am 

Monday Dec. 5 & Monday Dec. 19 

As the New Year approaches, it 

is always exciting to see all the 

new books, magazines, cds and 

dvds come in.  Visit our website 

www.city.kinmountlibrary.on.c

a/library for a full range of 

items offered in our catalogue.   

I will be offering 3 childrenôs 

programs starting January 10th. 

Tuesdays @ 4:30-5:30 Kidz 

Corner Leading to Reading (7+) 

Thursdays @ 4:30-5:30 Kidz 

Corner Ready for Reading  

(up to 6 years old) 

Thursdays @ 1:00-2:00  

Preschoolers/ToddlersOne, Two 

Buckle my Shoe 

Three, Four Open the Door 

To Math and Literacy Fun 

Registration is required to help 

me prepare for activities.  Call 

705-488-3199. 

Book Club sets are available for 

those who would like to start a 

book club.  Each book club can 

have up to 8 people in them.  

For more information, please 

call me or stop in. 

May all of you have a Very 

Merry Christmas and Wonder-

ful Holiday.  Best wishes for a 

safe and healthy 2012. 

The Library Link, by Mary Ann Dobsi 

 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING KIDS CLUB  
9 am - 10 am 

St. James Anglican Church 

 

For more information call 705-488-1419 

http://www.city.kinmountlibrary.on.ca/library
http://www.city.kinmountlibrary.on.ca/library
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Myth Busters:  Ho Ho Hold it Right There Santa! 

Kinmount Artisans  Market-

place  
Local Fine Art, Handcrafts, 

Gifts & Antiques  

Local History Books  & Sou-

venirs  
Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre  

         County Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

 

 

Do You Live Out-of-Town? 

Subscribe to our mail service and have  

The Kinmount Gazette delivered to your door. 

 

Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282 

or email hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

 

Gazette Collector Sets 

Volume 1, Issues 1 - 16  $20.00  

Volume 2, Issues 1 - 11  $15.00 

Available at Gateway General Store & Cafe  

& Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Local OPP officers were kept busy over the weekend of November 19-20 

as Santa Claus was in the Kinmount area visiting family members.  The 

911 Call Centre switchboard was kept extremely busy with calls from 

concerned motorists who felt that their safety and the safety of others was 

being put in jeopardy by a motor cyclist posing as the jolly old man him-

self.  Little did the callers know that it was Santaôs official pre-American 

Thanksgiving visit to his cousins in Galway.   

When the Gazette staff interviewed Santa on Saturday morning, he had 

just awakened after a late-night arrival the evening before.  Santa reported 

that while this is certainly a busy time of year for him in his work, that he 

holds very dear to himself the tradition of this family get together each 

year.   

ñMrs. Claus and I are finding more and more that it is important to work 

at finding balance in our lives.ò He reported.  ñFamily has always been 

very important to us and so when this weekend rolls around, well, there is 

no where else that we can be.ò  He explained that once Thanksgiving 

Weekend happens in the USA his work really ramps up as the Christmas 

spirit really seems to grip everyone and lists are submitted via the post at a  

staggering rate. 

When asked about his involvement with the local OPP unit, Santa replied that 

the officers are all still on the ñGood Listò even though they cut his fun short 

with his motorcycle.  He explained that he understood that they had a job to do 

and that he understood the need for him to remain focussed on the rules of the 

road.  He explained that the asphalt roadway is not a transportation system that 

he uses regularly.  Constable Holly Barrie remarked that Santa seemed to under-

stand the inherent danger of his choices and that it was a good thing that he 

chose to wear his red suit while undertaking his stunt driving  as it certainly 

made him more visible to passing motorists. 

 

Pictured here, Santa demonstrates some of the 

stunts he has been working on during the sum-

mer months when he gets some more free time 

at his cottage in the Bracebridge area.  This 

particular stunt is called the Reindeer Dipsy 

Doodle.  He explained that it is very difficult 

given the nature of the horsepower of the mo-

torcycle, chuckling, ñIôm more used to  

reindeer power if you know what I mean!ò 

The Gazette thanks Santa for taking time away 

from his family weekend to chat with us and for 

the provision of this picture from personal files. 




