
K I N M O U N T  G A Z E T T E 
T H E  K I N M O U N T  C O M M I T T E E  F O R  P L A N N I N G  A N D  E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T 

Kinmount Gazette 

December 2016 Volume 9: Issue 2   

Inside this issue: 
Remembrance Day 2016 

 

                                      
 

Farmerôs Market  
  10 am - 2 pm COMMUNITY CENTRE  

Free Christmas Crafts for Kids Upper Level Community Centre 
Kinny Elf Hunt Free Kidôs Surprises various locations see page 9 
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Friends and Neighbours: Gamebridge & Uptergrove 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The village of Gamebridge 

sprang up in Mara Township 

at the point where the centre 

line bridge crossed the Talbot 

River. The Talbot River starts 

in Bexley and Laxton town-

ships and flows into Lake 

Simcoe at Gamebridge. It is a 

very shallow stream that was 

often impassible for much of 

the year. However, it was an 

important part of the native 

canoe route between Lake 

Simcoe and the westernmost 

of the Kawartha Lakes: Bal-

sam Lake. When Champlain 

passed through the area in 

1615, it was mostly impassi-

ble. A few miles up the Talbot 

River from its mouth at 

Gamebridge, the Natives 

abandoned the River and por-

taged along its route to Bal-

sam Lake. When the Trent 

Canal was completed in the 

late 1800s, the Talbot River 

was dammed and turned into 

part of the Canal. Three locks 

were built from Bolsover to 

Gamebridge with this section 

opened in 1907. Gamebridge 

became a port on the Canal.  

A post office was established 

at this site in 1869 and operat-

ed until 1970. No records 

exist that point to where the 

name comes from, but no 

doubt the bridge played a 

role! The hamlet contained 

the usual pioneer trappings: 

blacksmith shop, Presbyterian 

Church, as many as 3 general 

stores, a railway station and 

the famous Gamebridge Inn. 

Opened in 1863 to serve travel-

lers on the local road, it was a 

large structure that was owned 

by the famous family of William 

Mackenzie from Kirkfield. The 

hamlet declined as business was 

drawn away by the larger centres 

of Beaverton and Orillia. The 

hamlet of Brechin just to the 

north became the township seat 

and Gamebridge languished. The 

arrival of the Trent Canal helped 

a bit. The newest change to the 

Canal at Gamebridge meant a 

new route and high bridge over 

the Canal.  

Today Gamebridge contains 

about 360 residents and relies 

mostly on tourism generated by 

Lake Simcoe and the Canal. Eve-

ry spring the Talbot River fills 

with spawning pickerel, blocked 

by the dams from going up-

stream.  

 

 

Uptergrove 

Along the northeast shore of 

Lake Simcoe in Mara Township 

lies the hamlet of Uptergrove. It 

is located between Atherley and 

Brechin on Highway #12. The 

north end of Mara Township was 

settled by Scots from the outer 

Islands. Unlike their southern 

kinsmen in Thorah and Brock, 

these new immigrants were ad-

herents to the Roman Catholic 

religion. They established a 

ñstationò at Uptergrove as well 

as one in Orillia and Brechin. In 

1855 the parish of Mara was 

established based on Uptergrove. 

A small frame church was soon 
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out grown by the congregation and 

the massive brick church chris-

tened St Columbkilles was started 

in 1907.  The church is rumoured 

to be haunted by a priest who 

pledged to deliver a certain number 

of sermons, but died before he at-

tained his goal. He returned to ful-

fill his vow!  

The community also contained a 

Presbyterian Church, a hotel, 

blacksmith shop, general store and 

other trappings of a pioneer com-

munity. The area contains some 

fine farm land, and in 1889 a 

cheese factory was opened in the 

area. Being on the Midland Rail-

way line, Uptergrove had its own 

railway station.  

 

Friends and Neighbours, cont. from p.2 

Photos on page 2 clockwise 

from left:  

St. Columbkilleôs Roman 

Catholic Church;  

Gamebridge Train Station;  

Uptergrove Train Station 

Photos below:  

Pickerel spawning run on 

the Talbot River;  

Gamebridge Locks part of 

the Trent Severn Waterway 

        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 

Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 
Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 8 

      Leaves Legion 9 am - Return 4 pm 

$5 includes lunch - 705-488-2669 to reserve 

BUS TRIP 
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Side Roads of Kinmount:  Fellôs Station and Buryôs Green 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

The boundary road between Somerville 

and Verulam Townships attracted many 

of the earliest settlers to our area. Access 

was gained via the Bobcaygeon Road 

and soon a rough track extended along 

the boundary all the way to the Burnt 

River Valley south of Burnt River Vil-

lage. The road was called the Buryôs 

Green Road after the principal hamlet 

along the boundary road. From the main 

Buryôs Green Road, which ran east-west, 

several side roads or concession road 

were open both north into Somerville 

and south into Verulam Townships. 

Some of these side roads were through 

roads, but others just dead ended into 

swamps. Further north, the 3rd Conces-

sion Road of Somerville Township was 

opened throughout the entire width of 

Somerville, even if it was broken by the 

Burnt River. But this road also crossed 

some inhospitable swamps and today is 

not entirely maintained. The Feeder side 

roads on the Verulam side opened much 

better land and are mostly used today.  

One of the first settlers to this area was 

Squire John Fell who arrived from York-

shire in England in 1857. The Fell fami-

ly moved west of the Bobcaygeon Road 

and settled on lots 13 and 14 in the first 

concession of Somerville. This area had 

the best farmland along the road. Neigh-

bours along the Somerville side included 

the Hopkins brothers: Edward, Albert, 

Thomas and Fred in the 2nd and 3rd con-

cessions, as well as the Howie brothers 

Thomas and James. Other early settlers 

along the Buryôs Green Road included 

Thomas and Malcolm Smith (lots 11 and 

12 in concession 1, John Schell (also lot 

11), George Cavanagh (lot 10). Also 

settling in this area were the Hilyer, 

Pogue, Armstrong and Golden families. 

Settlers along the Verulam side included 

Abraham Grandsden, several Telford 

families and James Flett. 

The most famous pioneer in the area was 

Squire John Fell. Squire is an old English 

term meaning ñgentlemanò. A squire was 

also likely to have a larger landholding in 

the community and also denote a com-

munity leader in such fields as religion 

and politics. Squire Fell carried these 

traditions to the new world. He was elect-

ed Reeve of Somerville Township on 

many occasions. He served as Warden of 

Victoria County in 1869, 1874 and 1876. 

From there he went on to the Ontario 

Legislature elected the MPP for Victoria 

North from 1883-1894. He named the 

little hamlet Buryôs Green after a hamlet 

back in England where the Fell family 

dwelt for generations. When a post office 

was opened in 1862, John Fell was the 

first post master. He operated a saw mill 

on Brandonôs Creek where it flowed 

through the community on its way to the 

Burnt River. The water flow was rather 

ñseasonalò and sawing had to be done 

during the spring freshet. Squire Fell died 

in 1901 and was buried in St Peterôs An-

glican Church on the Verulam side of the 

community. 

Buryôs Green also contained another 

Church, St Peterôs Presbyterian Church 

located on lot 13, concession 1 of Somer-

ville, right in the heart of the Fell Settle-

ment. The church was opened in 1874 

and still stands. It hosts a remem-

brance service once a year and still 

has burials in the attached ceme-

tery. It is kept up by community 

volunteers.  

Buryôs Green never had a formal 

town site. Its businesses included a 

blacksmith, harness maker, general 

store and cheese factory, but the busi-

nesses straggled along the road for sever-

al miles. The post office formally closed 

in 1913 and rural mail delivery replaced 

it. Blacksmiths included Robert Ellis, 

David Lee and Alexander Connell. The 

general store was operated by the James 

Walker family until it closed around 

1900. The cheese factory was on the Ver-

ulam side of the community as well as 

the Anglican Church.  

In 1876 the Victoria Railway passed 

through the western corner of the com-

munity along the valley of the Burnt Riv-

er. A station called Fellôs Station (after 

the most prominent citizen of the time) 

was opened on lot 20, concession 1 of 

Somerville. It was a section station with a 

large waiting room and accommodations 

for the section foreman and family. It had 

its own siding and shipped cream and 
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DECEMBER  HIGH FIVE CLUB 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Paul Silver, Jesse Silver, Kaylynn Shaw, Al Preston, Robynne Kilby 

Blair Crego, Michelle Weiler, Travis Watson, Bonnie Warren 

Anne Morgan, Bonnie Mulock, Sue-Ellen Crawford, Chris Snoddon 

Mellissa Parsons, Jen Dudman, Laurie Scott, John Barkwell 

Brian Snoddon, Lila Shaw, Sheree Austin, Charlene Silver 

Mia Crego, Carol Brown, Carol Jarvis, Maxine Marr 

Carol-Anne Gautreau, Tom Johnston, Robin Magee, Jessica Lang 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  
Greg & Karen Reeves, Tom & Irene Johnston, Ken & Robin March 

John & Michelle Barkwell  

John & Elaine Windrum, Claude & Lisa Crego 
Give Your High Five by Friday Dec. 16, for the January edition 

kinmountgazette@hotmail.com 

The Grey Jay 

only. Canada Geese are a varmit and 

are not respected by many Canadi-

ans. To many people nuisance birds 

are not suitable for national symbols. 

Blue Jays are a common bird, but 

often are fighting or quarrelsome. 

They are not quite as common as the 

Grey Jay, and are often associated 

with the Toronto Baseball Team 

(ouch!).  

The Grey Jay is a very adaptable 

bird. It forages during the summer 

for a wide variety of foods. It is an 

omnivore, and eats meat as well as 

plants and seeds. Seeds are its fa-

vourite snack, but it will eat suet, 

carrion and kill small birds on occa-

sion. It will store food for the winter 

in branches of trees by covering the 

food with saliva and sticking the 

items in branches and trees above the 

snow line. It seems to have remarka-

ble memory in remembering its food 

depots later! The young jays are 

hatched in the late winter and survive 

very cold temperatures. Spruce or 

balsam are the favoured trees. 

The Grey Jay ranges in the Boreal 

Forest all across northern North 

America. It can be found in mixed 

forests farther south as well. A relat-

ed Siberian Jay inhabits northern 

Russia, thus giving the bird a habitat 

all across the northern hemisphere. 

The North American population is 

estimated at 20 million, with 80% in 

Canada and 20% in the USA. The 

population is considered stable.  

Grey Jays are fairly common in the 

Kinmount area, but this year 

the editor has noticed a scar-

city of the birds. Places that 

once housed Grey Jays seem 

to have no birds this year? If 

any reader has observed 

something similar, share 

your thoughts with the  

Gazette.  

 

Did you know Canada did not 

have a ñNational Birdò? The 

country has lots of national sym-

bols such as National Tree-

(maple), sports (lacrosse and 

hockey), animal (beaver) and 

animal (Canadian horse); but no 

National Bird. The Royal Canadi-

an Geographical Society has just 

fixed that void. It declared the 

Grey Jay, also called the Whis-

key Jack and the Meat Bird, the 

national bird designate.  

Last year the Canadian Geo-

graphic Society started a national 

poll on the issue of national birds. 

Internet voting yielded the fol-

lowing final results: 

Common Loon ï 13,995 

Snowy Owl ï 8,848 

Grey Jay ï 7,198 

Canada Goose ï 3,616 

Black Capped Chickadee, Raven 

and the Blue Jay rounded out the 

only other birds with over 1,000 

votes.  

The Grey Jay finished third in 

voting, so why was it awarded 

first place? The Society figured 

the Grey Jay most represented 

Canadian values than the other 

birds. It is smart, hardy and 

friendly.  The Grey Jay inhabits a 

larger area of Canada and can 

adapt to colder conditions. It re-

mains in the country all year 

round, unlike the loon or the Can-

ada Goose. Loons are rare in 

many areas and stick to lakes 

 

Stu McGee & Sons 
 

HARDWOOD FLOORING 

 

Sanding - Refinishing - Repairs - Staining 

Supplied and Installed 
 

   R.R. #3, CAVAN   (705) 944 - 5529 

     (905) 434 - 0311 
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The Galwegians 

provements at the hall, be-

ginning as soon as possible. 

One example was to upgrade 

some of the kitchen counters 

and sinks. Another project 

agreed upon was the repair 

of the walk-in cooler at the 

hall. The existing Board 

members agreed to stay in 

their current positions. 

 

Upcoming events at the Gal-

way Hall include the Coun-

try Christmas Music Night 

on Saturday, December 3rd at 

7 p.m. On Friday, December 

16th, the Friends of Galway 

will hold its annual Potluck 

supper, gathering at the hall 

at 5 p.m. 

 

The Galway Hall honoured 

its many dedicated volun-

teers with a catered dinner on 

Sunday, November 20th. The 

Hall Board organizes this 

event in recognition of the 

invaluable contributions our 

volunteers make in keeping 

the Galway Hall the focal 

point of Galway Township 

and a meeting place for Gal-

wegians and friends. 

VOLUME 9 IS HERE!  
 
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 9 Patrons 

 Marjorie Paradis  Joe McGee 

The Lemire family 

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

On Saturday, November 5th, 

the Galway Hall was the sce-

ne for its annual turkey sup-

per fundraiser. Thanks to the 

265 attendees for their sup-

port! Patrons enjoyed the full 

meal deal- turkey, mashed 

potatoes, gravy, stuffing, tur-

nip, peas, carrots, rolls, plus 

homemade pies for dessert. 

 

A special thank-you goes out 

to Madeline Pearson for coor-

dinating this event once again 

this year. Madeline and her 

team of volunteers plan, pick-

up, prepare, cook, and serve 

the food. All the volunteers at 

the Galway Hall worked hard 

to make this evening a big 

success. 

 

The Galway Hall Board held 

its Annual General Meeting 

on Thursday, November 17th. 

The current six board mem-

bers plus three visitors were 

present. The AGM highlight-

ed the accomplishments of 

the past year at the hall and 

set a course for the upcoming 

year. At this meeting, some 

of the profits generated from 

successful fundraising events 

in 2016 were directed to im-

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

Need help getting ready for Christmas? 

References Available 



Last monthôs Spot the 

Shot::   The sidewalk on 

County Road 45 across 

from the Train Station. 

 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: hgbrauer@sympatico.ca  

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 6  $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 
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Moose Busters 
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there are numerous cases of this 

tragedy.   

Here are a few cases. Mother    

Nature can be a cruel place.  

Brenda Mulholland  

Mixed Media Artist  

�,���F�R�X�O�G���K�D�Q�G���G�U�D�Z 
your new Home, 
or rustic Cottage, 

and your��Favorite Pet ! 
  
  

Full Watercolour or 
Pencil + Ink Sketches 

  

B+W   $150. + 
Colour   $250. + 

�P�D�W�W�L�Q�J���	���I�U�D�P�L�Q�J���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H 
  

Makes a 

wonderful Gift ! 
  

�3�O�H�D�V�H���F�D�O�O���P�H���I�R�U���G�H�W�D�L�O�V 
(705) 488-1574 

�E�P�X�O�K�R�O�O�D�Q�G�#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P 
�Z�Z�Z���%�U�H�Q�G�D�0�X�O�K�R�O�O�D�Q�G���F�R�P 

  

 

The Moose hunt just finished last 

month in the Kinmount area. The 

moose is the largest native animal 

to inhabit our area, with male bull 

moose weighing as much as 

1,600 pounds! A female cow 

moose only weighs half as much 

as a male. The bull moose also is 

the only gender to sport horns. 

They are members of the deer 

family, but prefer water areas. 

During the annual rut, the bull 

moose often fight over territory. 

If both competing males have 

large racks, the duel can involve 

nasty results. It is not uncommon 

to find two bull moose with their 

horns locked together, usually 

with tragic results. One such sto-

ry emerged of two bull moose 

carcasses' discovered with racks 

locked in a fatal embrace in On-

tario. Upon further research, 

 

 

Do you have any 

strange animal  

stories that you 

would like to share?  

Contact us at the 

Gazette! 


