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The term ñCanadaò was not adopted from 

any European language. It is believed the 

term is from an Iroquois term ñKanataò; 

meaning village. When Jacques Cartier visit-

ed the current site of Quebec City (1535), he 

asked the name of this area. The term was 

lost in translation with the confused natives 

pointing to their village and calling it a 

ñKanataò, their term for village. Cartier mis-

took the word to mean the whole country or 

region. The local natives had no concept of 

ñcountryò but agreed with the statement any-

ways. And there the term, mispronounced 

Canada sat. The French actually used the 

native term ñQuebecò (where the river nar-

rows) as their term for the area. Canada be-

came an unused term. 

When New France or Quebec fell to the Brit-

ish in 1759, the title Quebec was revived by 

the new masters. In 1791 the western 

region of the colony of Quebec was sepa-

rated into a new colony. The English-

speaking Loyalists of this area didnôt 

want to use the old French term 

ñQuebecò, so the old term Canada was 

resurrected and Upper Canada (Ontario) 

and Lower Canada (Quebec) were creat-

ed. The rest of the British colonies now 

referred to the colonists along the St 

Lawrence basin as Canadians. They still 

do! 

When the union of British North Ameri-

can colonies was planned in 1865, it was 

necessary to select a name for the new 

country. Here is how the debate went 

down in the United Canadaôs Parliament: 

 

Continued on p. 4 
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Friends and Neighbours: Cooperôs Falls 
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Thomas Cooper arrived at the 

waterfalls on The Black River 

soon to be named after him in 

1864. Other settlers were 

claiming land in Morrison 

Township and in 1874 a 

school section was started. 

Logging along the Black Riv-

er watershed produced an era 

of prosperity in the 1800s. 

The Cooper family started a 

sawmill at the falls, and 

opened a general store. When 

a post office was granted in 

1878, it took the name 

Cooper's Falls. A cheese fac-

tory, a blacksmith shop and 

two churches followed. The 

community received tele-

phones in 1911 and electricity 

in 1941. Railway access was 

nearby at Washago and Sev-

ern Bridge.  

The village's biggest industry 

was the Cooper saw mill on the 

Black River. The mill prospered 

sawing lumber of various woods 

long after the pine was gone and 

the big mills abandoned. In 

1925, William Cooper, the mill 

owner, was killed in a mill acci-

dent. After his death, the mill 

was closed and the community 

went into decline. In 1968, the 

general store,  still oper-

ated by the Cooper Fam-

ily, closed. With it went 

the post office. The ham-

let dwindled until today 

only 50 people live in 

the area. The town site is 

said to have a population 

of 14. With 

numbers like 

this, Cooper's 

Falls has been 

added to the 

Ghost Town list. 

Clockwise from 

right: Old Gen-

eral Store; Main 

Street; the 

Blacksmith Shop  

The Story of Canada:  Confederation 

This year, Canada celebrates its 

sesquicentennial. For the next 

year the Gazette will feature a 

series called ñGreat Moments 

in Canadian Historyò to help 

celebrate our nation. It has 

been said that Canada has ñtoo 

much geography and not 

enough historyò. This will be 

our little attempt to balance this 

equation. 

Every Canadian knows that 

Canada was officially born on 

July 1, 1867. What was our 

country like on June 30, 1867? 

The country did not exist. The 

future Canada was a series of 

disjointed British Colonies, 

vague territories and unknown 

parts called British North 

America. The term ñCanadianò 

was only applied to residents of 

(future) Ontario and Quebec. 

The rest of future Canada had 

sundry and assorted titles. 

There was no such thing as Ca-

nadian Citizenship. If asked 

their nationality, these future 

Canadians would reply ñBritish 

Subjectò. This attitude would 

prevail for many decades. Ca-

nadian citizenship was not cre-

ated until 1910, and legally not 

until 1947!  

The British Empire had 7 offi-

cial colonies in North America: 

Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, 

Prince Edward Island, New 

Brunswick, Upper Canada, 

Lower Canada and British Co-

lumbia. These disparate colo-

nies barely communicated with 

one another. Other than the 

British connection, they had 

very little in common and were 

happy to go about their own 

business, completely oblivious 

to each other. But the times they 

were a changing. There were 6 

major events that led/forced this 

group into a union called the 

Dominion of Canada. 

British North America was des-

tined by geography to be neigh-

bours with the elephant to the 

south: the United States of 

America. The Americans 

seemed to be a constant factor 

in our history, both past and 

present. Of the 6 reasons for 

Confederation, three dealt with 

the USA. Throughout the 

1800s, American relations with 

Canada was dominated by the 

policy of Manifest Destiny. This 

hoary old policy dated from the 

American Revolution and stated 

the USA was ñdestinedò to rule 

all of North America. This in-

cluded Mexico to the south and 

British North America to the 

north. Mexico took a battering 

throughout the mid-1800s. Brit-

ish North America had even 

fought a full scale war (War of 

1812) with the Americans. Man-

ifest Destiny was constantly on 

our minds. In 1860 the great and 

terrible American Civil War 

started south of the border. 

While literally ñnone of our 

businessò, it made British North 

Americans nervous. As the War 

ended in 1865, many Americans 

began to muse on what to do 

with a million unemployed sol-

diers? One answer was to do an 

annexation of their northern 

neighbours in the Manifest Des-

tiny style. This threat was a seri-

ous issue in 1867. 

Another casualty of the Ameri-

can Civil War was trade. In 

1855, the Canadians had signed 

a free trade deal (reciprocity) 

with the USA. It was good for 

business, especially during the 

late War. But the Civil War left 

bad feelings with the American 

state, and in a spate of petu-

lance, the reciprocity deal was 

cancelled in 1865. The pro-

Confederation forces hoped to 

replace the lost American trade 

with trade between the other  

British colonies. 

Continued on p. 3 
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In 1865 a third threat loomed from 

south of the border in the shape of 

the Fenians. These were Irish-born 

terrorists who brought their hatred 

of anything English to the USA. 

Many were unemployed army vet-

erans who were persuaded to attack 

British North America, hold the 

colonies for ransom and return 

them to Britain in exchange for the 

English withdrawal from Ireland. 

Yep; thatôs a lot of wishful think-

ing!  But in 1866, and 1867 groups 

of Fenians did actually cross the 

border and invade our country. 

They were highly unsuccessful, but 

they did push British North Ameri-

cans into a closer union. All 3 of 

these threats from south of the bor-

der re-enforced the concept of safe-

ty in numbers aka Confederation.  

In the mid-1800s, rail roads were 

all the rage. The Iron Horse was 

(correctly) viewed as the path to 

prosperity across North America. 

But railways were expensive to 

build and mere colonies could not 

find funding on their own. The 

bigger the political unit, the better 

the prospects. If Canadians wanted 

a railway across the continent, only 

a union government could deliver. 

End of story and reason for union. 

In 1840, Upper and Lower Canada 

were united into one government 

for political purposes by the 

Durham Report. The union was a 

failure that led to a hopelessly 

deadlocked government. Rivalries 

between French and English, Con-

servatives and Liberals made the 

government unworkable. If chang-

es were happening, why not go 

large and involve all British North 

American colonies? And finally, 

the British Government was get-

ting tired of paying the bills. The 

imperial rulers in London strongly 

supported a political union of its 

British North American colonies 

into a stronger, more viable (and 

self-supporting!) unit. The reasons 

for union were there; it just needed 

a leader. 

The leader of the pro-confederation 

forces was John A Macdonald 

from Kingston. JAM the Man was 

The Story of Canada, continued from p. 2 

 

the right man in the right 

place at the right time. He 

was folksy, logical and had a 

plan for British North Amer-

ica. His main goal was to 

sweet-talk the leaders in the 

colonies to support his vi-

sion. Two conferences were 

held in Charlottetown and 

Quebec City where JAM and 

his supporters laid the frame-

work for union. It was tough 

work. Two colonies 

(Newfoundland and PEI) 

refused outright. British Co-

lumbia wasnôt even invited 

(too far)! The other 4 colo-

nies eventually agreed to 

union. Macdonald and a del-

egation from the colonies 

travelled to London, created 

the British North American 

Act and shepherded its pas-

sage through the British Par-

liament to take effect on July 

1, 1867.  

The Dominion of Canada 

was selected as the name for the 

new nation. The term came from 

the biblical phrase ñAnd he shall 

have dominion from sea to seaò. 

Upper and Lower Canada gra-

ciously gave up their name to the 

new country; Quebec reverting to 

its old title and Ontario selecting 

a new name (from the eastern-

most of the Great Lakes). The 

Canadas also donated their new 

capital (Ottawa) to the new Do-

minion, complete with (almost) 

finished Parliament Buildings. 

Ontario also supplied the first 

Prime Minister, Sir John A Mac-

donald and most of the ambition 

for the new nation.  

The new nation naturally adopted 

the British Westminster-style 

democracy of the mother country.  

Queen Victoria was to be Head of 

State and all the duties, rules and 

regulations were recorded in our 

constitution, the British North 

America Act (still in force to-

day!). The national anthem in  

1867 was ñGod Save The 

Queenò. Our national flag was the 

(British) Union Jack, and JAM 

        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 

Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 
Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  
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How Canada Got Its Name, continued from p. 1 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

On Tuesday December 27 Kinmount had 

its first armed robbery in a long time. An 

unknown person entered the Kinmount 

Pharmacy, threatened the pharmacist on 

duty with a hammer, and demanded pre-

scription drugs. Some drugs were handed 

over and the man fled to a waiting car and 

sped away. Police quickly mobilized and 

the pharmacy was closed for an investiga-

tion. To date, no suspect has been arrested 

or named. The investigation continues.  

Kinmount Pharmacy Robbed 
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The Galwegians by Bill Lee 

Canada, although the designa-

tion is not formally recognized. 

In Canada, the Gray Jay is found 

from coast to coast, in all thir-

teen provinces and territories. 

According to the Hinterland 

Whoôs Who website, another 

familiar name, ñwhiskey-jackò, 

was taken from Wiskedjak, 

Wisagatcak, Wisekejack, or oth-

er variations of a word used in 

the Algonquian family of aborig-

inal languages of eastern Canada 

to designate a mischievous, 

transforming spirit who liked to 

play tricks on people. The Grey 

Jay is thus the only Canadian 

bird for which a name of aborig-

inal derivation has been com-

monly used in English. 

The "Friends of Galway" spring 

meeting is going to be held on 

Friday, February 10th, at 7 p.m. 

at the Galway Hall. All interest-

ed are invited. The theme for this 

meeting is to discuss, collect, 

and get organized what is needed 

to set up a display in the Pioneer 

Tent at the  2017 Kinmount Fair. 

FOG is always on the lookout 

for old photographs from our 

local area. 

The Galway Hall Board and its 

many dedicated volunteers wish 

to salute the Pearson Family for 

50 years of providing horse-

drawn sleigh rides to the pub-

lic. This event began in Cana-

da's Centennial year and has 

continued on the third Satur-

day in January for the past 50 

years. Congratulations! Strong 

families and good neighbours 

make solid communities like 

Galway. 

The Galway Hall continues to 

be the centre for activities such 

as Tai Chi, an exercise class, 

and for group meetings 

throughout this winter. 

Most Galwegians are year-

round enthusiasts of our natural 

world. We are so blessed to 

have such a variety of flora and 

fauna within our neighbour-

hood, knowing that we are only 

a couple of hours away from 

the largest Census Metropoli-

tan Area in Canada. Since 

2010, an informal wildlife in-

ventory has been compiled. 

Data has been collected from 

interested observers in and 

around the Galway area. This 

list has been sent to the Gazette 

to be added to their website. 

This January, another sighting 

was added to this list. It was a 

ring-necked pheasant seen at a 

birdfeeder along the Galway 

Road. Contact the Gazette if 

you have seen something with-

in our area that does not appear 

on this list. 

Locally, have you seen a Grey 

Jay (Whiskey-Jack, Canada 

Jay) in 2017? In 2016, an 

online poll and expert panel 

conducted by Canadian Geo-

graphic magazine selected the 

grey jay as the national bird of 

Travel Across Canada with 

Us, Gastronomically at least. 
On Sat. Feb. 18 at Gooderham 

Community Centre, Bark Lake 

Cultural Developments feature 

various foods & dishes that 

represent the provinces and  

territories that make up this 

great country we call home. Special guests Charles & Ruth Pusey, Peter A. Barr, schoolteacher and 

others. A gift for each of the ladies. Tickets - $20 ea - 705.457.8438. Bar Available.  

Canadian Dinner Eh! 
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50th Galway Community Sleigh Ride by Cheryl Pearson 

Pearson.  Gerard has continued his 

Grandfatherôs and Fatherôs tradi-

tion and had his team óMike & Patô 

ready to show the riders a good 

time. 

In addition to the sleigh ride, many 

of the attendees can be found at the 

Turkey shoot.  Hunters & marks-

men alike, target shooting to prove 

their marksmanship.  Joe Ferran & 

Peter Pearson have run this event 

for years with many followers re-

turning each year to win the title of 

best Marksman.  The winners go 

home with chickens and the ulti-

mate prize, a turkey. 

Thank you to Ralph & Madeline 

Pearson for their years of Commu-

nity Spirit. 

Galway has kicked off Canadaôs 

150th birthday with a Community 

Sleigh ride.  In fact, this sleigh ride 

celebrated itôs 50th anniversary.  It 

was first run to celebrate Centennial 

year in 1967, and for 50 years the 

Pearson Family has continued the 

tradition of bringing the Community 

& Families together to experience an 

old time favourite winter activity.  

Held at the Family Hunting Camp, 

on Galway Road, riders can warm up 

with homemade beans, hotdogs, hot 

chocolate, butter tarts and other 

treats while visiting with their neigh-

bours & friends, as well as greeting 

new comers to the area.   

In 1967, Peter Pearson (then Reeve 

& County Councillor) initiated the 

idea and the Township and County 

quickly supported the 

celebration.  Local 

Council members and 

many County Coun-

cillors attended, in-

cluding two Members 

of Parliament Bill 

Scott & Rod Webb.  

Keith Brown MPP 

for Peterborough 

County also attended, 

as well as local coun-

cillors Charlie 

Molyneaux, Don 

Windover, & Ray Al-

len. 

The teamsters handing 

the teams of horses 

over the years were 

Ralph Pearson, Ray 

Allen (driving the 

Austin Lumber team), 

Ingram Wessell, 

George Armstrong, 

Grant Lake and Gerard 

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

Need help getting ready for Christmas? 

References Available 



Last monthôs Spot the 

Shot:    

Along Buryôs Green 

Road. 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

This year, Groundhog Day is on 

February 2nd.  Not sure how this 

started,  but I do rather enjoy the 

movie with Bill Murray.  Iôve obvi-

ously been thinking about this too 

much, but the idea that whether a 

groundhog actually sees his shadow 

(or even knows he has a shadow), is 

obviously something invented by a 

rather creative individual who real-

ized a long time ago that people 

sometimes need something to look 

forward to in the middle of a long 

winter... Clever fellow (the person 

not the groundhog)! 

Lotôs of great things going on in 

February, so no need to rush things 

along...  You can join the 

Casino Rama Bus Trip on 

the 9th,  thereôs the Big Buck Eu-

chre at the Legion on the 15th, the 

Friends of the Library Book Sale on 

the 18th, the Family Snowflake 

Ball on the 25th at the Kinmount 

Community Centre, and of course 

the big event of the month - the 

World Famous Kinmount Winter-

fest with sleigh rides, snowmobiles, 

skating, sledding, hockey, maple 

taffy, face painting, and many, 

many more great times! 

And... donôt forget your sweetie on 

the 14th! 
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Where the USA was founded in 

revolution and violence, Canada 

took the ñRò out of revolution and 

was formed by evolution. Where 

the Americans worshipped ñlife, 

liberty and the pursuit of happi-

nessò, Canada operated on the prin-

ciples of ñpeace, order and good 

governmentò. Those differences 

still apply to this very day. JAM the 

Man would be proud! 

 

the Man selected a motto of 

ñFrom Sea to Seaò; a clear mes-

sage of where this new nation 

was heading! Four provinces 

were created with their own leg-

islatures and list of duties. Plans 

were made to accommodate new 

provinces. Canada in 1867 was a 

small collection of former colo-

nies, only about 5% of its current 

land area with a population of 

about 3.5 million clustered along 

the Atlantic coast and the St 

Lawrence watershed. The bound-

ary ended at the height of land 

north of the Great Lakes and the 

US border. There was a lot of 

work to do, and the new country 

rolled up its sleeves and got to 

work.  

The first Dominion Day passed 

with little fanfare. Most Canadi-

ans were unsure what this new 

political union was all about. 

They were still British Subjects 

and could see no immediate 

changes. There was not the hoop-

la people today would associate 

with a countryôs birthday. But as 

time passed and the new country 

began to build and expand its 

own identity, the day began to 

acquire a more prominent place 

in the hearts of Canadians. It was 

a slow, steady and gradual 

growth of Canadian identity. 

 

 

 

 

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
Driveway Sealing & Crack Repairs  

Small Parking Lots  
Kawartha Lakes & Surrounding Area  

Lloyd Heacock  

705 -879 -2619  

lloyd250yz@yahoo.com  

 

Stu McGee & Sons 
 

HARDWOOD FLOORING 

 

Sanding - Refinishing - Repairs - Staining 

Supplied and Installed 
 

   R.R. #3, CAVAN   (705) 944 - 5529 

     (905) 434 - 0311 

Open 7 A.M. - 2 P.M. 

Thursday - Monday 
3290 County Road # 121 Burnt River 

705-488-3233 

 

Thursday Feb. 9 
Bus leaves Legion 9 am                                   

Return 4 pm 
Cost $5 Includes Lunch 

 

Call 795-488-2669  to Reserve 

Above:  A Fenian Medal com-

memorating the raid of 1866;  

Below:  The first Canada Day 

celebrated on Parliament Hill 

in Ottawa 
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1st Tuesday 

Monthly 

5:45 - 7:15 pm 

Kidsô Corner   

St. James Anglican Church, Kinmount 

 

After School  
Drop -In Fun!  
Kinmount Library  
4:30 pm Tuesdays  

Highland Dancing  

Tuesday Evenings  

Kinmount Community Centre  

For more information or to register contact 

Breanne at 705-455-7430  

Tuesdays & 

Thursdays 

10 am - noon 

FREE! 

Kinmount  
Community Centre 

Call 
705-488-3044 

 

 

Sunday Feb. 26 
KINMOUNT  

THEME CANADA 150  

Free Family  

Snowflake Ball  
Sat. Feb. 25  

Come dressed in your finest!  

6:30 -  9 pm  
Kinmount Community Centre  

Snack Bar by Donation  

Itôs DOWNHILL DASH TIME!  
Make & decorate a toboggan using only cardboard & tape.  

3 age categories. Prizes for Best Decorated & Furthest Distance.  
Register at 11:30 am Feb. 26 at Kinmount Fairgrounds.  


