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Inns and Hotels in Kinmount
The first access to the Kinmount area was via the Bobcaygeon Colonization Road.
In the earliest years of settlement (before 1874), all access to Haliburton County
was via the Bobcaygeon

Road. Countless thousands
travelled north (and south) via
this pioneer road. There was
two ways to travel the Road: by
wagon/stagecoach or walk. A
regular stagecoach ran between
Bobcaygeon & Minden. One
day the coach went north and
the following day returned
south. Yes, it took an entire
day for the stage to go one
way! (Today, an hour will do
the trick, which speaks volumes about the state of the
Road in pioneer times!). The
uncertainty of road conditions meant many travellers
often ran out of sunlight or
ambition at various points
along the Road. It was quite
common to simply seek shelter at the nearest homestead
in either case. Camping under the stars was to be avoided at all cost, especially in

the nasty Canadian weather (A
British immigrant once stated
Canada had 9 months of winter
& 3 months of bad weather!).
Many enterprising pioneers
threw up a shingle advertising
their homes as ―inns‖ simply
because road travellers would
stop anyways. It was also a
chance to earn a few scarce dollars as well: a sort of ―cottageindustry‖ if you will.
For the ―walkers‖ or those travelling by wagon, a one day trip
was usually not possible. Thus a
series of Inns grew up along the
Road. These so-called Inns were
very primitive by today’s standards. Anybody could have an
Inn, as long as it was a building
with a roof. There was no need
to have a special building: many
Inns simply offered shelter in a
corner of their log shanty;
sometimes without walls or
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partitions! Other Inns were part
dwelling, part Inn. Many (if not
most) Inns also sold alcohol.
Alcohol sales were the real
money-makers in the Innkeeper’s world. To be ―legal‖, a licence was required, but these
were not hard (or expensive) to
acquire. However, if the Inn
Continued on page 3
sold alcohol, it was the law that

Kinmount Winterfest Coming February 13, 2011
Winterfest returns Sunday
Feb. 13. This year’s Valentine Theme is sure to warm
your heart! Make sure to
check out the fabulous ice
sculpture attraction by renowned sculptor Mike Muli.
Get Ahead Carving, a woodcarving demonstration,
promises interesting entertainment too. How’s your
chili making talent? Participants are invited to enter the
Chili Contest. Make sure to
check out the popular Downhill Dash. Contestants make
& decorate a toboggan from
cardboard & bring to the sled
hill to compete. Prizes
awarded for best decorated &

farthest distance in 3 age
categories. All ages welcome! Pre-registration preferred but not mandatory.
Registration forms, rules and
colouring contest sheets are
available at kinmount.ca or
local businesses. Other
events include sleigh rides,
pony rides, skating, sledding,
taffy on snow, photo op, a fur
trapping display, a cozy bonfire, a scavenger hunt and
indoor games. Lots of great
food available all day long
and plenty of sweet prizes to
be won!
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
Pancake Breakfast at

Kinmount Community
Centre

1:00 p.m. Kids vs. Adult
Hockey Game

10:00 a.m. Arena opens for
Public Skating at Kinmount
Fairgrounds – Helmets mandatory for ages 15 & under.

2:00 p.m. Public Skating
Outdoor Games Begin
Obstacle Course, Tug of
War, Face Painting, Snow
Angle, Snow Snake, 5 Man
Skis, Around the North Pole

11:00 a.m. Ongoing Events
Begin Chili Contest participants drop off crock pot of
chilli at arena
11:30 a.m. Chili Contest
begins. Taste test & vote for
your favourite
12:00 p.m. Downhill Dash
at the sled hill

3:00 p.m. Hockey Skills
Competition
4:00 p.m.

Chuck-a-Puck

For more details visit
kinmount.ca or call
705-488-2961.
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Friends and Neighbours: Highland Grove
A few settlers trickled up the
Burleigh Road in the 1880s
and settled in the vicinity of
Highland Grove. But the earliest hamlets were glued to the
course of the road at Cheddar
7 South Wilberforce. The
arrival of the Irondale, Bancroft & Ottawa railway in the
1890s led to the nucleus of
Highland Grove taking shape.
In 1897 a post Office was

many settlers relocated in
Highland Grove spelling the
doom of such early settlements as Cheddar & Kidd’s
Corners.
The rough nature of the area
meant troubles for the IB&O
railway builders. Steep grades
were common: a safe grade
being 3% or 3 feet rise per
hundred feet of track. The
grade at Baptiste Hill east of

granted to the hamlet and the
name Highland Grove was
chosen because it was the
highest point of elevation in
Haliburton County. A height
of land was nearby where the
waters drained in different
watersheds: west into the Kawartha Lakes via the Irondale
River and Eels Creek and east
via the York & Madawaska
Rivers into the Ottawa River
Valley.
Lumbering was big in the
area, but a number of rock
farmers occupied marginal
land in the area. Dairying was
big and Highland Grove soon
boasted a cheese factory. At
its peak, the village contained
3 general stores, 2 churches, a
blacksmith shop, a hotel and a
school as well as the railway
station. The railway meant

Highland Grove was 4%;
steeper than many grades in
the Rocky Mountains! A siding was
built at
the top of
the hill so
the IB&O
engine
draw 20th Feb. 2011
would
only have
to pull
Ottawa Senators vs Philadelphia Flyers
half the
February 25th 2011
train up
the hill at
one time.
The engine
would
then reverse
back
down the
hill and
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tow the other half up! It took a
bit of time, but then the IB&O
ran by calendar, not by clock!
Another legend concerns the
name Pine Stump Curve was
given to one curve where the
track was laid around a huge
pine stump too big to move!
Highland Grove contains
stock pens & a loading chute
because
large numbers of
cattle were
shipped
from here.
The railway line
between
Highland
Grove &
Birds
Creek is a
most scenic
county road
today. It
hugs the
shores of
numerous
lakes and it
features
breathtaking scenery.

Today Highland Grove is
a sleepy little community:
the chief features being
the old General Store high
on the hill, a community
centre and the restored
Kidd log schoolhouse.
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a separate room was required:
no bar in the living room corner. Liquor was the preferred
beverage: beer was harder to
handle due to volume & refrigeration issues. But hard liquor
was cheap, easy to find and
easy to handle. It was sold by
the ―glass‖, no ice or mix required. In the 1860s, whiskey
could be purchased for as low a
price as 20 cents a gallon! And
it was popular with travellers &
locals alike.
These primitive lodging places
were strategically sited at fairly
regular intervals of about 5
miles along the Road. The 5
mile interval was often the limit
for many travellers in the difficult conditions. Bobcaygeon
village, being the kick-off point,
contained a number of elaborate, first-class Inns. Most travellers stayed overnight in Bobcaygeon before starting north.
The next inn was Silver Lake
where Thomas White ran an
establishment. Union Creek was
home to another inn later under
the proprietorship of
the famous Bill Dunbar.
Next stop on the Road
was the village of Kinmount. An obvious
―destination‖ for travellers, most tried to plan
their trip based on Kinmount. There were
always several inns in
the hamlet. In fact, the
inns in Kinmount were
always called Hotels
because they were separate buildings dedicated to business only. (A
hotel is the next step
high up the accommodation chain from an
inn). Hotels almost

always contained a bar room
or tavern room. Being in a
village, they also catered to
the locals and often served as
the local pub. The town hotels
also featured private sleeping
rooms and a proper kitchen
with a menu.
John Hunter, the first settler
& founder of the village was
an inn-keeper as well as a
sawmill operator. His establishment stood near the present site of the Kinmount
House bed & breakfast. He
clearly held a liquor licence
for the deed of this parcel of
land still held a liquor licence
designation long after it
ceased to be a hotel. Another
hotel was built on lot 3 East
of Main St, the current site of
the Post Office. It was a large
operation featuring a bar
room, a restaurant, at least 20
rooms and stabling for horses.
It was operated by several
hotel keepers through the
years, the most famous being
Bill Dunbar (called the Kin-

mount House) & Fred Dettman (called the Dunbar
House). A third major hotel
next door was Bowie’s Brick
Hotel. Joseph Bowie also operated a stage coach service
from Kinmount to Minden
after the Railway reached Kinmount. The fourth major Hotel
was the Northern Hotel which
stood between the Community
Centre & the rail line. It was a
huge structure similar to the
Dunbar House complete with
tavern, restaurant & stables. It
was built by a Neil MacKinnon, but was operated by the
Scott family for decades before being sold to the Simpson
family.
The mere fact Kinmount contained at least 3 major hotels at
any one time testified to the
importance of the village as a
centre or ―stop‖ in the local
transportation network. The
arrival of the Victoria Railway
in 1874 further enriched the
hotel industry in Kinmount. It
also didn’t hurt that the Burnt

River ran through town. Every
spring, thirsty lumberman &
river drivers would flood the
town; patronizing the local
bars and adding to the coffers
of the hotel keepers. The Bobcaygeon Road was also the
main artery for the cadge
teams who drew provisions for
the lumber shanties north in
the fall. Mossom Boyd & his
company actually kept a house
in town to act as a bed &
breakfast for his crews. The
Boyd Company had so many
men & teams moving up &
down the Road in the 1860s &
1870s that Kinmount was a
half-way stop for his business.
Five miles north of Kinmount
where the Lower Dutch Line
met the Bobcaygeon Road was
the infamous & elusive
Springhill Hotel. By all accounts, it was a simple shanty
at a key location. This inn
stood on the west
(Lutterworth) side of the Road
and had an evil reputation
among some of the locals. It
was a noted bootlegger
hangout, but rumours also
circulated about ―missing‖
travellers who disappeared
during overnight stays. Legend
has it the proprietor murdered
them in their sleep & robbed
them of anything of value. Of
course nothing could be proven, but the legend did exist...
The next stop (another 5
miles) was the village of Minden. Another major centre on
the Road, Minden contained
formal hotels like Kinmount.
The very first business in Minden was Daniel Buck’s Hotel/
Post Office. The village always contained at least 2 ma
Continued on page 4
jor hotels, including the famous Rockcliffe Hotel. In its
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ness.
Silver
Lake
and
Union
Creek
estab-

early history, the Rockcliffe
was more of an actual hotel
than a tavern.
The next stop along the Road
north of Minden was Peterson’s Corners which also contained a hotel or inn. After
Peterson’s Corners, traffic on
the Bobcaygeon Road lessened and there were fewer
inns or hotels. After Hindon
Hill, there were actually no
true settlers along the Road
until it reached Dorset. Here
at the narrows between 2
lakes, another small hamlet
grew up. Dorset’s prosperity
was not tied to the Bobcaygeon Road, but to lumbermen coming from Muskoka.
The hamlet contained several
hotels and was part of Haliburton County but was more
closely linked to Muskoka.
The Bobcaygeon Road was
chopped out from Dorset to
Dwight, but was abandoned
due to lack of traffic.
The arrival of the Victoria
railway in the 1870s drastically changed the local travel
pattersns & the inn keeping
business. The Bobcaygeon
Road declined as a major
transportation route, most
people preferring to use the
quicker railway instead of
plodding up the Road. Consequently the little inns along
the Road went out of busi-

lishments closed down. Union
Creek sporadically operated
as a boarding house when the
Galena Hill mines operated,
but they were unreliable at
best. The hotels in Kinmount
prospered as the village became a major railway hub.
Likewise the Springhill Hotel
& Peterson’s Corners establishments disappeared. Minden never got a railway link,
but the lumbering industry
along the Gull River helped
Minden’s hotel business.
Most of the major traffic followed the railway corridor &
new centres such as Burtn
River, Gelert, Lochlin & Donald sprang up. But because of
the speed of the railway
(Lindsay to Haliburton in one
day or less!), inns were not
necessary in the little villages
along its route. The day of the
wayside inn was over, but not
the day of the village hotel.
The hotels in major centres
like Kinmount & Haliburton
prospered in the railway age.
The rails brought settlers,
lumbermen, travellers, tourists & hunters to the area, and
required accommodation. The
major hotels & livery stables
rented out horse & wagon
teams to travellers or taxied
visitors to outside locations.
They served meals & alcoholic beverages to visitors &

locals alike. It was a golden
age of the local hotels as evidenced by the elaborate ads
the hotels placed in the local
(Lindsay) newspapers. But
even as it was in the prerailway Pioneer Era, the hotels relied on the liquor business to make a profit. And
doom was on the horizon.
By the turn of the century
(1900), the Temperance

Movement was gaining
strength. This social organization attacked the use of alcohol as a social evil. Certainly
Ontario was awash in liquor
in 1900, with a tavern/bar/etc
for every 80 people! Alcohol
Continued on page 5
was cheap, readily accessible
& could be a problem in society. There was no government
control, and alcohol could be

Do You Live Out-of-Town?
Subscribe to our mail service and you can have it delivered to
your door.
Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282
Volume 1, Issues 1-16 $20.00 Volume 2, Issues 1-11 $15.00
Available at Gateway Variety and the
Kinmount Artisans Market

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace
Local Fine Art and Handcrafts
Antiques, Local History Books and Souvenirs
Lower Level
Kinmount Community Centre,
On City Rd. 45 W. at 121
Kinmount, Ontario, Canada
www.kinmountartisans.ca
Phone (705) 488-1414
Open Friday, Saturday, Sunday
10 AM to 4 PM
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obtained freely from taverns
or distilleries. Pioneer ―bees‖
usually featured whisky by
the gallon and drunkness was
a regular feature. Most villages built a jail and hired a (part
-time) constable to act as the
long arm of the law. Kinmount’s jail was housed in
the basement of the old town
hall/township office & contained 3 cells. Roy Spence
acted as town constable and J.
Peters held the postion in Galway Township. Almost all
their duties centred on alcohol. It was mostly drunks who
were locked up, usually just
until they sobered up. The
hotel keepers also used their
own system of bouncers or
enforcers. When the lumber
camps let out in the spring,
things got slightly unsettling
in Kinmount as scores of men
who hadn’t had a drink in
months descended on the village.
As Newton’s Law states: ―For
every action, there is an equal
& opposite reaction‖. While
this law was made to apply to
the world of science, it also
fits society in many ways.
Drunkenness, rowdiness &
bad behaviour caused by alcohol were considered by many
Kinmount residents as blight
on their society. A branch of
the Temperance League was
established in town as early as
the 1880s. The Salvation Army opened a branch in Kinmount as well. But despite the
best efforts of these groups,
Kinmount was still considered to be awash in alcohol to
the determent of the community. But their day was coming!
In 1902, the government of
Ontario passed a law that allowed municipalities to vote

on the ―local option‖ of banning liquor sales within their
boundaries. It took a simple
majority vote by ratepayers to
ban alcohol in its entirety. In
1908, Somerville Township
held its referendum on local
option. It was a tough campaign that often pitted one
family member against another. The Temperance organizations (working with the
churches) were well organized on the dry side, while
the hotel keepers led the wet
side. The wet group underestimated the power of the dry
lobby until near voting day.
Women, who were very
prominent in the dry group,
couldn’t vote, but many a
husband was ―leaned-upon‖
by their wife. The hotel keepers held a strategy meeting on

OPEN 7 Days a Week

the eve of the ballot, but neglected to bring in the lumbermen from a nearby shanty, a
fatal error. The dry side triumphed on election day, and
Somerville Township and
downtown Kinmount went dry
by a narrow margin.
The 3 Kinmount hotels were
ruined. Liquor sales were their
bread & butter, and now the
writing was on the wall. The
hotels lingered on, trying to
survive on meals & rooms, but
eventually the Northern Hotel
closed down, Bowie’s became
a boarding house & the Dunbar
House converted to a garage.
The Golden Age of Hotels was
over. All 3 buildings eventually
burned, but they were mere
shadows of their past glory.
Somerville Township is still
dry to this very day, even
though it contains a Liquor

8:00 am to 10:00 pm

Miners Bay
Tel. 286-3599

General Store

FAX

286-3599

The little store that has everything!

ICE
Meat
Groceries
DVD Rentals

1089 Clear Lake Road,
Miners Bay, ON
4 km on Clear Lake Road
Terri Flater Proprietor

Firewood
Propane
Exchange
Fireworks

Store! Under local option, alcohol may only be served in restaurants or at government outlets... no taverns or bar rooms!
Galway Township on the other
hand, never adopted local option; simply because there were
no taverns within its boundaries! When the Royal Canadian
Legion Branch #441 decided to
operate a beverage room in
their new facility, they were
forced to select the Galway
side of town! Even then, many
local residents complained it
was too close to the school
across the street. A compromise was reached whereby the
beverage room did not open
until 4:00 pm, after school.
Continued on page 6
And thus it stands to this very
day!
The ―wets‖ in Ontario suffered
a further defeat in 1916 when

Thank you to our
Volume 3 Patrons
Bonnie Smith
Janice and Mark Finch
Isabelle Hilyer
In memory of Joyce
―Austin‖ Mark
Gladys Bowman
In memory of Dave and
Irene McNamara
Would You Like
to be a Patron?

Royal Canadian Legion
John McGrath
Branch 441
Kinmount, Ontario
705-488-3462

If you would like to support the
Gazette Volume 3 as a patron,
please send your donation to
Kinmount Gazette, Advertising &
Finance, c/o Yvette Brauer, P.O.
Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0
(hgbrauer@sympatico.ca
488-2282)
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Ontario brought in provincewide Prohibition. All sales, distribution & manufacturing of
alcohol were banned. It was
ostensibly a wartime measure,
but anyone could see the hand
of the Temperance League in
this legislation. Women acquired the vote in 1917, and
Prohibition gained countless
new allies that kept the ban in
place after the war ended. The
wets tried desperately to have
Prohibition lifted, but referendum after referendum saw the
dry forces triumph. The ―demon
alcohol‖ was still totally illegal.
Bur demand for alcoholic beverages never went away: it just
went underground. Alcohol was
not hard to make, and many
people possessed the skill &
desire to do so. Thus was born
the age of moonshiners, bootleggers and rum runners. A
Moonshiner was a person who
operated an illegal still. To
avoid detection by the law,
moonshiners hid their stills in

remote areas of the bush. Access, a disguised or remote location & a source of good water
were the main prerequisites.
The Kinmount area had them in
plenty! The area was soon dotted with stills. Even today, their
remains can be found around
the area. Once brewed, the
moonshine was distributed on
the sly to willing buyers by the
local bootlegger. These sales
agents of the demon alcohol got
their knick-name from the way
they hid bottles down their
boots (or in special coat pockets). A rum runner was a bootlegger who carried larger volumes further distances. Rum
runners were especially active
―exporting‖ alcohol into the still
-dry USA during this era.
Policing Prohibition was a
thankless and near-impossible
task. The Provincial Government was responsible for this
duty, and the nearest office was
in Lindsay. Enforcement in the
Kinmount area was sporadic to

say the least. One such ―raid‖
was made by the Lindsay Police
who ―discovered‖ a large moonshine operation near Salmon
Lake. Unfortunately the government agents did not bring a
large enough wagon to cart
away the still and its large barrels of fermenting mash. The
agents retired to town to acquire
the necessary transport, but ran
out of daylight & were forced to
wait until the next day. Their
return the next day found the
site empty: all ―evidence‖ being
carted away in the night. No
doubt, a tipster alerted the
moonshiners and the still lived
to see another day.
There was a dark side to the
moonshine business besides its
―illegal nature‖. There is a certain skill involved and failure to
do the job correctly sometimes
produced a ―poisonous‖ alcohol
that was fatal when consumed.
A batch of bad liquor circulated
in town and several local men
were killed by alcohol poison-

Remember to always

SHOP
LOCALLY

Spruce, Pressure Treated and Cedar Lumber ~ Plywood ~ CRC Shingles ~
Steel Roofing ~ CIL Paints and Stains ~ Plumbing ~ Electrical ~
Dutch Quality Stone Products ~ Vinyl and Prefinished Wood Sidings ~
Drywall ~ Custom Built Docks ~ Dock Floats and Hardware ~
And much more….

Our local businesses
and services are integral
members of our
community and our
economy

ing. It was a bad situation. Alcohol was illegal, but people
still wanted it and were willing
to take risks to get it. By 1925,
over half the residents in Ontario were regularly breaking the
Prohibition laws. The Provincial
Government finally acted and
ignoring the referendum results,
struck down Prohibition.
In its place, Ontario set up the
Liquor Control Board of Ontario. Only government outlets
could sell & distribute liquor
(legally). Even taverns & other
places that sold liquor had to get
it from the LCBO. Quality, prices and licensing were strictly
controlled by the LCBO & its
overseer the Liquor Licence
Board. Overnight moonshiners
& bootleggers were put out of
business and proceeds from
alcohol sales now flowed into
the government coffers instead.
But there was still a problem in
the Kinmount area. The nearest
LCBO outlet was in Lindsay,
and Somerville was still dry. If
locals wanted a drink, they had
to drive to Lindsay or patronize
the bootleggers. A taxi system
developed in town whereby
anyone travelling to Lindsay
carried an extensive shopping
list for the LBCO. Eventually
the moonshiner’s disappeared as
cheap (reliable) liquor was more
readily available, especially
after the LCBO came to Fenelon Falls, Bobcaygeon &
Minden. But Kinmount still
languished without its own outlet, assuaged only by the fact
the new Legion contained a
beverage room (after 1949).
Continued on page 7
Kinmount’s chance came in the
1960s. Pressure on then-Premier
Les Frost from Lindsay led to a
branch of the LCBO being
granted to Kinmount. The site
chosen was the blacksmith shop
Page 6
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Dianne Spring
Broker of Record/Owner
dspring@sympatico.ca
www.diannespring.com

on the south-west corner of the bridge (still called the ―old liquor
store‖). Les Frost was a veteran of WW I and wanted a local veteran to be the manager. Word was sent to the Legion to send in
some names. Norman Gilmore was chosen and filled the role as
manager admirably for many years. In contrast to today’s ―self
serve‖ stores, the old system involved filling out an order form,
Continued on page 8
passing it over the counter & being served. The arrival of Kinmount’s own LCBO store was a boon to the community. Local
businesses noticed a sharp rise in sales as local residents no longer

Kinmount Pharmacy
We are committed to your health
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family
Have your prescriptions filled with us!
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre

Vic Spring

KEEP THE DATE!
Gazette and Victoria Pony Club
Annual Dinner and Loonie Auction
Saturday, March 5th
Galway Hall

We provide Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations
Free Medication Review & Delivery
Hours are:

Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm
Thurs. 9 am to 8 pm
Fri. 9 am to 5 pm

T. 705-488-1960

F. 705-488-1959

Gateway Variety and Video
ble
ila
a
v
a
w
&
No 649 ax
M
to
Lot

Coffee
Muffins
Sandwiches

Hunting & Fishing Licenses
Fishing Tackle
Giftware, Clothing, Scented Candles
Family Games & Puzzles

Much Much More Than A
Convenience Store!

705 488 1101
Mon. - Fri. 6am-9pm
Sat. 7am-9pm ~ Sun. 8am-8pm

Shields Home Hardware
6663 Hwy 35, Coboconk
705-454-3342

Paul and Marie South –
Dealer/Owners
Your local suppliers of
Hardware, Lumber, Paint
Supplies, Camping Supplies, Water, Gifts,
House wares and
much more.

Drop in and see our newly renovated store
Page 7
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Legend of St. Valentine
Let me introduce myself. My name is
Valentine. I lived in Rome during the
third century. That was long, long ago!
At that time, Rome was ruled by an
emperor named Claudius. I didn't like
Emperor Claudius, and I wasn't the only
one! A lot of people shared my feelings.
Claudius wanted to have a big army. He
expected men to volunteer to join.
Many men just did not want to fight in
wars. They did not want to leave their
wives and families. As you might have
guessed, not many men signed up. This
made Claudius furious. So what happened? He had a crazy idea. He thought
that if men were not married, they
would not mind joining the army. So
Claudius decided not to allow any more
marriages. Young people thought his
new law was cruel. I thought it was
preposterous! I certainly wasn't going to
support that law!
Did I mention that I was a priest? One
of my favourite activities was to marry
couples. Even after Emperor Claudius
passed his law, I kept on performing
marriage ceremonies -- secretly, of
course. It was really quite exciting. Imagine a small candlelit room with only
the bride and groom and myself. We
would whisper the words of the ceremony, listening all the while for the steps
of soldiers.
One night, we did hear footsteps. It was
scary! Thank goodness the couple I was
marrying escaped in time. I was caught.
(Not quite as light on my feet as I used
to be, I guess.) I was thrown in jail and
told that my punishment was death.
I tried to stay cheerful. And do you
know what? Wonderful things happened. Many young people came to the
jail to visit me. They threw flowers and
notes up to my window. They wanted
me to know that they, too, believed in
love.
One of these young people was the
daughter of the prison guard. Her father
allowed her to visit me in the cell.
Sometimes we would sit and talk for
hours. She helped me to keep my spirits
up. She agreed that I did the right thing

by ignoring the Emperor and going
ahead with the secret marriages. On the
day I was to die, I left my friend a little
note thanking her for her friendship and
loyalty. I signed it, "Love from your
Valentine."
I believe that note started the custom of
exchanging love messages on Valentine's Day. It was written on the day I
died, February 14, 269 A.D. Now, every
year on this day, people remember. But
most importantly, they think about love
and friendship. And when they think of
Emperor Claudius, they remember how
he tried to stand in the way of love, and
they laugh -- because they know that
love can't be beaten!

passing it over the counter & being
served. The arrival of Kinmount’s own
LCBO store was a boon to the community. Local businesses noticed a sharp
rise in sales as local residents no longer
needed to go elsewhere and neighbouring residents now travelled to Kinmount
for a one-stop shopping trip.
After many years of faithful service, the
LCBO outlet outgrew its location, and
the new & larger outlet was opened in
its current location. Kinmount’s LCBO
store is somewhat unique in that it is a
―combination‖ outlet, selling both liquor & beer. Most LCBO outlets were
confined to liquor only, beer being sold
by the Brewer’s Retail (now the Beer
Store). The Brewers Retail was also set
up in 1927 as a sister system.

The Arena is Open for Skating!
Friday 7-9 Saturday 1-3 and 7-9 Sunday 11-1
Contact Doug Pearson to rent the ice @ 488-2547

―Make Your Own Quality Wine‖
87 Bobcaygeon Rd., Box 654
Minden, ON K0M 2K0

(705) 286-1642
minden-winestore@hotmail.com

Downtown Minden, beside C I B C
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Kids’ Corner:
Downhill Dash at Kinmount
Winterfest
Make and decorate a toboggan using
only cardboard for the 2nd annual
Downhill Dash at Kinmount Winterfest,
Sunday, Feb. 13. All ages welcome.
Prizes for Best Decorated and Furthest
Distance in 3 age categories, 8 & under,
9 – 14 & 14+. Bring your creation to
the sled hill at Kinmount Fairgrounds
by noon. Make sure to check out all the
other fun events too! Pictured below
are some of the contestants in last year’s
Downhill Dash.

Clockwise from top: 2010’s inaugural
Downhill Dash was an exciting time for
these contestants; The Pearson Sleigh
Ride was a hit with children and adults
alike

Groundhog Day Quiz
1. Another name for a groundhog is a) woodchuck b) squirrel c) fox
2. Groundhog Day is a) Feb. 14 b) Feb. 2 c) Feb. 22
3. The Groundhog pops out of it’s a) hole b) nest c) lair
4. The Groundhog is looking for it’s a) mother b) friend c)
shadow
5. If the sun is shining it will a) go back in hole b) stay
outside c) run around
6. If it doesn’t see his shadow a) 6 more weeks of winter b)
spring comes early
c) 2 weeks of rain
7. The Groundhog lives in the a) ground b) a tree c) river
8. The Groundhog spends all __________ in its hole. a)
winter b) spring c) fall
9. People look ___________ to spring. a) forward b)
backward
10. Groundhog Day is a) a festival b) a superstition c) a
true story
1. a, 2. b, 3. a, 4. c, 5. a, 6. b, 7. a, 8. a, 9. a, 10. b
Answers to Groundhog Day Quiz
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A History of Broomball in Kinmount
The best-known winter sport is (of
course) ice hockey. But there was another winter sport that was played in
Kinnmount: broomball. Broomball can
be called ice hockey without skates.
The sport is played on a hockey rink.
Instead of hockey sticks, the game features a cut-down broom as equipment.
Special brooms with a hard, rubbercoated substance on the cut-down
broom end are the professional sticks of
the game. Instead of a puck, a rubber
ball about twice the size of a softball is
used. There is such a thing as broomball
shoes, basically running shoes with a
soft, spongy sole. The softer the sole,
the better the grip on the ice. (Maybe
there is a message here for winter
boots?)
The history of broomball is lost in the
passages of history. Records indicate a
sport called ―knattleikr‖ was common in
Iceland hundreds of years ago. Played
on an ice surface, it used wooden sticks
and a ball. However, the game was ex-

less skill to play
(especially the skating
part!) and could be
played by ―sliders‖ of
any age or ability.
Broomball has been
called ―the great leveller
of ability‖ when it
comes to winter sports.
The sport requires less
skill, less equipment
and is mostly played for fun.
Broomball emerged in the 1970s when
younger residents of the town began to
hold Saturday night games in the old
Kinmount Arena. Eventually in the
1980s, the Kinmount Broomball League
was formed. It originally started with 4
local teams, but gradually grew to 10
teams with entries from Coboconk,
Norland, Irondale & Burnt River joining the League. The teams were mixed
(equal males & females) with no age
limits. Rules were made & referees enlisted. The teams played once a week,
usually on Fridays
& Sundays.
The Kinmount Arena also hosted numerous Broomball
Tournaments,
sometimes as part
of the Winter Carnival. Mixed teams
would come from
all around the area
to compete. There
was a ―knack‖ to
playing broomball,
and as the saying
goes, there is no
tremely violent with deaths not uncom- substitute for experimon. One recorded game featured 6
ence. The players have
dead players on one team!
to learn by experience
Canada has been credited as the home
what they can and canof modern broomball. Organized games not do while running on
appeared in Western Canada about
ice with a cut-off
1909. The sport quickly spread through- broom. Several enterout Canada & the northern United
prising individuals tried
States. Canada was a perfect fit for the
to get an ―edge‖ by algame: lots of winter weather, ice surfac- tering their shoes. Some
es and willing players. While closely
―inventions‖ included
related to hockey, the game required
screw nails in the soles

of the running shoes (dangerous!) and
sandpaper glued on shoe soles.
A common misconception about the
game was it was dangerous running on
ice. Actually, there were very few injuries. Players quickly learned how to
balance themselves on glare ice and
after a few, early falls, developed a
sense of caution and balance that led to
very few ―unplanned‖ falls. It was comical to watch first-time players experience their first falls in the game. They
quickly learned what they could &
couldn’t do running on ice.
Broomball became a popular winter
sport in Kinmount. Many homes had
special shoes & sticks among their
sports equipment. The game was played
for fun: a sport where you could laugh
at your own antics on the ice. Because
the sport was played mixed, it was a
kinder, gentler sport that hockey. And it
was great exercise! After a broomball
game, the players often ―felt‖ muscles
they never felt before! You certainly
used different muscles in your body
playing broomball.

705-488-2266

Page 10

Kinmount Gazette
The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby
When I was in grade 3 my
heart got broken for the first
time when my dear childhood
friend Valerie moved to Scotland. We wrote letters for a
few years but that dwindled
off. Just before Christmas I
got a surprise email from Valerie. I nearly deleted it without opening, thinking it was
junk but at the last second
recognized the name.
Through the internet Valerie
traced me to kinmount.ca
where she discovered my
email address. How amazing
we are getting to know one
another again thanks to kinmount.ca!
Heather Cockburn, principal
at Ridgewood School gave
me one of the nicest things I
received this year for Christmas. It was a little card with
notepad, pen & sticky notes.
What made it so special?
This thought provoking message on the front of the card:
One Person Can Make a
Difference
One morning a man walked
along a beach covered with
thousands of starfish that had
washed up during a storm.
Now they lay dying in the
sun. He saw a young girl
picking up the starfish one by
one and tossing them into the
sea. As he approached her he
couldn’t help but ask,
―Why bother? There
are too many of them.
You won’t make much
of a difference.‖ She
picked up another starfish and tossed it into
the water. Then she
turned to the man and
said, ―I made a difference to that one.‖

I love Groundhog Day! And I
don’t mean the movie. By the
time Feb. 2 rolls around it
feels good to welcome a little
silliness and ponder the glorious arrival of spring. One
thing for sure, spring is coming!
In the meantime while winter
is still with us, this is the perfect time to enjoy a winter
frolic at Kinmount Winterfest
Sunday, Feb. 13. Hope to see
you there!
Happy Valentine’s Day!
Keep smiling and keep visiting kinmount.ca your porthole
to our village. Please contact
me at 705-488-2919 or
lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca to
share or leak news through
the Hot Stove Leak.
THANKS FROM
KINMOUNT
PLAYSCHOOL
Playschool members send
gracious thanks to the Kinvale
Restaurant for supplying their
Christmas Party meal & to
Shop n Save for their continued support in supplying
snacks.
THANK YOU
QUILTER’S INN
Kinmount Girl Guides enjoyed their recent meeting at
the Quilter’s Inn. By the way

―Hunterville‖ side of town for
several weeks . Onlookers
a funny thing happened there. were fascinated and many got
very close to the moose who
The scissors the girls were
remained nonchalant, even
using were very sharp and I
sedentary with their presence.
found myself repeatedly
It is rumoured people were
warning them to be careful.
Well guess who cut their fin- actually getting their pictures
taken standing beside the
ger? If you think it was me,
moose. The Ministry of Natyou got that right! Special
thanks to host Barb Leffering. ural Resources suspects the
moose had terminal brain
FIRE FIGHTERS GIVE
worm disease. One of the
THANKS
symptoms of brain worms is
The City of Kawartha Lakes
the loss of fear. Shortly beFire and Rescue Station 18
fore Christmas the Ministry
(Kinmount) would like to
thank Kinmount citizen David forced the moose back into
Anderson for personally pur- the bush. However, the
moose returned to town. Afchasing and donating to our
hall a Fuji Film Digital Cam- ter receiving several calls, due
to concern for public safety
era. Your generosity is very
the Ministry decided to end
much appreciated.
the moose’s suffering. The
A CAROLLING
Ministry did not consider
WE WENT
quarantine as a practical soluKinmount Sparks, Brownies
tion in this case because brain
& Guides had great fun surprising people when carolling worm is irreversible and the
process involved to tranquidoor to door just before
lize and transport a moose can
Christmas. Though the girls
would have loved to cover the be very tricky. The brain is
entire town, time did not per- now in the process of being
mit. Thanks to Santa for pop- tested at Guelph University.
ping by the Community Cen- Results can take up to a year.
tre while the girls warmed up The remainder of the moose
was sent to the Haliburton
with hot chocolate.
Wildlife Reserve where it was
MOOSE ADOPTS
dissected to be used as feed
KINMOUNT
for the wolves. Upon dissecThere’s no place like home
tion the moose was found to
and a certain moose’s recent
be full of worms and cysts
home was Kinmount. To the
which have also been sent to
amazement of many, the
Guelph for analysis. The
moose hung out in the
Accounting

BCH Tax Preparation
3235 County Road 121
R.R. #2 Burnt River ON
K0M 1C0
Barry Heaton
Phone 705-488-2228
Mobile 705-340-3942
Fax 705-488-3160
bchtaxpreparation@bellhnet.ca

Bookkeeping
Government Remittances
Payroll
Personal Tax Returns
P.O.S. System Set-up
Small Business Set-up
All at REASONABLE RATES
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The Hot Stove Leak
Ministry advises against feeding moose and stresses people
should stay a safe distance
away from wildlife.
PUBLIC SKATING
The ice is great! Check out
Kinmount Arena for Public
Skating Friday evenings 7:00
p.m. - 9:00 p.m., Saturdays
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. & 7:00
p.m. - 9:00 p.m., and Sundays
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Full
yummy snack bar too! Participants under 15 years of age
must wear a helmet. Bring
your sled for the sled hill.
KINMOUNT KNIGHTS
See the Kinmount Knights in
action at the arena every Sunday afternoon from 1 pm - 3
pm. Cost to play for the season is only $20. Call 705-488
-2547 for more info.
HOCKEY EQUIPMENT
WANTED
Got some old hockey equipment hanging around? Your
donation would be greatly
appreciated. Drop off good
used equipment at Kinmount
Arena or call 705-488-2547.
ICE RENTAL
Kinmount Arena is available
for rent at reasonable rates.
Having a birthday party or get
together? Want to play a
game of shinny? Why not
rent the rink? To book call
705-488-2547.
KIDS CRAFT
CREATIONS
The new Kids Craft Creations
Program at Kinmount Library
takes place at 5:00 p.m. the 3rd
Tuesday of each month. Any
ages are welcome. Recyclable craft material gratefully
accepted.
FARM FRESH RECIPES
A cookbook entitled Farm
Fresh Recipes from the City
of Kawartha Lakes is available for purchase at Kinmount
Library. This cookbook, a

continued from page 11

compilation of recipes from
residents and library patrons,
makes a perfect gift or addition to your recipe collection.
Cost is only $5.00.
COMPUTER
WORKSHOPS
Computer Workshops are
held at Kinmount Library
during regular library hours.
These workshops provide one
-on-one assistance with computer programs or related
questions. Please leave your
name with librarian MaryAnne Dobsi for more information and scheduling. The
cost is $5.00 for a half hour
and $10.00 for a full hour.
KINMOUNT ARTISANS
MARKETPLACE NEWS
The marketplace is now open
for business after being closed
for the month of January.
Come browse the spruced up
shop open Fridays, Saturdays
& Sundays 10:00 a.m. – 4:00
p.m. until spring/summer
hours begin. Members are
reminded to attend the annual
General Meeting on Sunday,
Feb. 27 at 2:00 p.m. at Kinmount Community Centre.
New member always welcome!
FIRST IMPRESSIONS
PROGRAM
Recently Kinmount partnered
with the town of Apsley in the
First Impressions Program, a
program for community assessment and improvement.
All too often people and organizations say - and may
honestly believe - that they
want to improve. But they go
about it the wrong way. Too
much self-evaluation and too
little outside evaluation may
mask real problems and opportunities. First Impressions
offers an inexpensive way of
determining what visitors
think of your community.

Volunteers from two somewhat similar communities
(size, location, etc.) agree to
do unannounced exchange
visits and then report on
their findings. Participants
become "secret shoppers"
for the day to discover what
they can about their sister
town. Team members follow
procedures and reporting
guidelines in a fully developed manual, which is copied for each participant. The
manual helps insure that the
evaluations and final reports
are thorough and somewhat
uniform and minimize the
training of volunteers. The
final report provides an outsiders perspective of your
community as it might be
perceived by a prospective
business, potential resident,
or tourist. The team from
Apsely has already visited
Kinmount. Results will be
shared in the next Gazette.
KINMOUNT
WINTERFEST
SUNDAY FEBRUARY 13
A day full of fresh air and
winter fun beckons you to
Winterfest. Please note the
date change from Saturday,
Feb. 12 to Sunday, Feb. 13.
Enjoy a Pancake Breakfast
at Kinmount Community
Centre from 8:00 a.m. to
11:00 a.m. along with a Val-

entine Raffle. Then scoot
up to Kinmount Fairgrounds
for free skating, sleigh rides,
a skijoring demonstration,
obstacle course, tug-of-war,
cozy campfire, kids/parents
hockey game, hockey skills
competition, pony rides, face
painting, chilli contest, taffy
on snow, delicious food,
games, races, contests, scavenger hunt and more including the popular Downhill
Dash. Unconfirmed events
at the time of writing include
ice sculpture, trapper
demonstration, mini snowmobile rides, woodcarving
and a hot air balloon.
DOWNHILL DASH
CARBOARD
TOBOGGAN CONTEST
Don’t miss this fun-filled
event even if you are just a
spectator. Dash time is Sunday, Feb. 13 at 1:00 p.m. at
Kinmount Winterfest. Contestants of all ages are invited to create and decorate a
toboggan made only from
cardboard. Prizes for Best
Decorated and Longest distance in 3 age categories.
Meet at the sled hill!
CHILI CONTEST
YOU BE THE JUDGE!
Participants are invited to
bring a crock pot of their
best chilli to the arena by
11:00 a.m. on Feb. 13. Cus-

PAUL SILVER
20+ Years Experience
Serving Kinmount & Area

P.O. Box 286
Kinmount, On
K0M 2A0

HOME & COTTAGE
INTERIORS - EXTERIORS
One call covers all

(705) 488-2919

Page 12

Kinmount Gazette
Hot Stove Leak, continued from p. 12
tomers wishing to purchase a
bowl of chili taste each entry
before selecting their favourite
and casting their vote. A sweetheart of a prize awaits the winner!
DO YOU ENJOY
THE GAZETTE?
The 3rd Annual Dinner & Loonie
Auction in support of the Kinmount Gazette and Victoria Pony Club takes place Saturday,
March 5 at Galway Hall. The
Gazette depends on profits from
this event in order to stay viable.
You can help by donating items
for the raffle table or loonie auction or by coming out to enjoy a
fun evening that includes a delicious meal too! You might even
win a prize! Advance tickets are
available. Get them while you
can by contacting a member of
the Gazette committee, the Victoria Pony Club or by calling
705-488-2547.
KINMOUNT
COMMUNITY EVENTS
CALENDAR
Get your cameras out! Start
taking pictures of Kinmount &
area now for a chance to have
your photo chosen for a new
promotional Kinmount 2012
Community Events Calendar.
Submit your shots to kinmountinfo@kinmount.ca.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Feb. 10 - Casino Rama trip
sponsored by Kinmount Seniors
Group. The bus leaves the legion parking lot at 9:00
a.m. Enjoy a free lunch while
you are there. Return time is
4:00 p.m. Bus cost is $5.00. To
reserve your spot call Theresa at
488-1110.
Feb. 12 - Valentine’s Dance
8:00 p.m. – 1:00 a.m. featuring
Canadian Gypsy Band at the
Royal Canadian Legion. Tickets
only $5.00. Call 705-488-2810
for more info.
Feb. 13 - Kinmount Winterfest
- Pancake Breakfast at Commu-

THE KINMOUNT AGRICULTURAL

nity Centre. Sleigh Rides, DownSOCIETY
hill Dash, Skating & more at Kinmount Arena & Fairgrounds.
Annual General Meeting
Feb. 15 - Craft Creations for
Friday, January 28th
kids 5:00 p.m. at Kinmount Public
8:00 PM Galway Hall
Library.
Potluck Supper 6:30 PM
Feb. 16 - Big Buck Bid Euchre
11:00 a.m. at Kinmount LeEmail tdettman@rogers.com for info
gion. Cost of $10 includes lunch.
Feb. 22 - Lunch at the Legion
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Cost $6.
Feb. 23 - Diners Dinner 12:00 p.m. at Janet Dalzell at 705-488-2630.
Burnt River Community Centre. Cost
Evening Yoga: Wednesdays, 6:30 p.m. $7.
7:30 p.m. at Kinmount Community Centre.
Mar. 5 – Kinmount Gazette & Victo- Call Gail Holness at 705-455-9294 or visit
ria Pony Club Annual Dinner &
holnessyoga.com.
Loonie Auction
Open Mediation: Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. at
at Galway Hall. For advance tickets the Dharma Centre, 1886 Galway Road.
contact a committee member or call Visit dharmacentre.org or call 705-488705-488-2547.
2704 for more information.
Mar. 8 - In celebration of Pancake
Friday Night Bingo: 6:45 p.m. at the RoyTuesday, Kinmount Lions host a by
al Canadian Legion.
donation Pancake Supper at KinPublic Skating: Friday 7:00 p.m. - 9:00
mount Community Centre. Proceeds
p.m., Saturday 1:00 p.m.- 3:00 p.m. & 7:00
to Kinmount Playschool.
p.m.- 9:00 p.m., Sunday 11:00 a.m.- 1:00
p.m. at Kinmount Arena. Call 705-488ONGOING ACTIVITIES
2547 for ice rental.
Kinmount Walking Group: Meet
Kinmount Knights Minor Hockey: Sundowntown Monday, Wednesday &
days, 1:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. at Kinmount
Fridays, 9:00 a.m. Call 705-488-3053. Arena.
Tai Chi: Mondays & Thursdays, 9:30
a.m. - 11:00 a.m. at Galway Hall. Contact 705-286-1444.
Kinmount Playschool: Monday &
Wednesday, 10:00 a.m. - noon at Kinmount Community Centre. Ontario
Early Years Mobile Outreach visits
the 1st & 3rd Monday each month.
Seniors Cards: Enjoy potluck lunch,
12:30 p.m. Mondays followed by bid
euchre at 1:00 p.m. at the Royal Canadian Legion.
Kinmount Sparks, Brownies, Guides
& Pathfinders: Mondays, 6:30 p.m. 8:00 p.m. at Kinmount Community
Centre.
Preschool Storytime: Tuesdays,
11:15 a.m. at Kinmount Public Library.
Kinmount Public Library Hours:
Tuesday & Thursday 11:00 a.m. to
7:00 p.m. & Saturday 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p.m.
Fitness & Yoga: Tuesday & Thursday
mornings at Kinmount Community
Centre. Fitness 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.
Yoga 10:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. Call
Page 13

Kinmount Gazette
In The Lions Den

by Janice Davidson

As promised, our topic for this
article is Lions Camp Dorset.
This is a non-profit resort for
Ontario guests in renal failure.
The camp provides guests with
dialysis three times a week and
an excellent opportunity to experience the great outdoors. Camp
Dorset is made possible by the
Lions and Lioness clubs of Ontario and the Kidney Foundation.
In 1978 construction began under
the Lions Camp Foundation.
Most of the construction was
completed by the Lions, Lioness
and Leos plus other interested
parties, with the largest share of
funding coming from members of
the Lions families across Ontario.
Originally starting out with three
cottages, there are now 16 cottages, 15 efficiency units, and six
camping spaces. Today groups of
volunteers from clubs around
Ontario help to build new projects and upgrade the old.
In the 10,000 sq. ft. Community
Center there is a tuck shop, crafts
room, dart boards, pool tables,
foozball, shuffleboard, an indoor
swimming pool and a book and
movie room.

Outdoors activities include, tennis, baseball, playground equipment, paddle and row boats, canoes and kayaks, hiking, horseshoes, mini putt, basketball, fishing and outdoor swimming.
It is amazing what can be accomplished by volunteers offering
their time and talents to fundraise
and construct these wonderful
facilities. Anyone who has generously supported us, give yourself a pat on the back, because
you made this all possible as
well. Thank you all.
Our lions club has been brainstorming for ideas to give back to
the community as well as fundraising. On March 8th, 2011 we
are having a Pancake Supper at
the Community Center with proceeds going to Kinmount Playschool. The children are always
in need of books, toys and craft
supplies. Keep an eye out for our
posters for further details.

Mash Hill

Carriages

~ Carriage Services for your special Day ~

Gerard Pearson
705-488-2724
MashHillRanch@hotmail.com

Chili Luncheon
Saturday, February 12th
11:00 AM—2:00 PM
Kinmount Community Centre

WE NEED A THIRD DOCTOR

CALL 705 488-2667
New Installations or Renovations

Mansfield Plumbing
Commercial, Residential, Cottages
Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber
Complete systems from in-coming water to
out-going waste!
705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340
16 Highland Gate Blvd.
Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0

Kinmount Health Centre Team
www.lakecountrydoctors.org
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John McGrath Branch 441 Royal Canadian Legion

Dorothy’s Delights

by Cathy King

By Dorothy Heath

Happy Groundhog Day to everybody!
Here’s hoping our beloved groundhog
does not see his shadow and spring will
be just around the corner. Whether or
not winter is with us for awhile longer,
our Legion has lots of events planned in
the upcoming weeks.
All the best to committee running this
year’s Winterfest on February 13th; if it
is anything like last year’s event, it will
be a great success.
On Saturday February 12th from 8pm 1 am, we are having a Valentine’s
Dance featuring a return engagement of
the talented Canadian Gypsy Band. A
light lunch and spot/door prizes are
included in the low admission price of
$5.00.
For more information please
call Tracy at 488-2810.
Our regular events continue throughout
the winter including Bingo Friday
nights at 6:45 pm. Marcie who, in addition to chairing the Friday night bingo, organizes the Big Buck Bid Euchre
which is held on the 3rd Wednesday
each month at 11am. For information

on the bingo or Big Buck Bid Euchre,
please call Marcie at 488-1738.
Other ongoing events include Monday
Ladies Dart League and Wednesday
Mixed Dart Leagues as well as Saturday afternoon meat draws starting at
5pm.
Looking ahead a few more weeks, if
you enjoyed the New Year’s Eve
dance, mark your calendar for the evening of Saturday, March 19th as the popular D.J. Paul Wilson will be returning
to host a special ―Game Theme Show
& Dance ― . Admission is only $5.00
which includes a light luncheon and
some great prizes.
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Easy Fudge
1 (350gm 12oz) pkg Chocolate Chips
1 can Ready to spread Chocolate Frosting
Prepare an 8 inch square cake pan by
greasing it with a small amount of butter and lining it with waxed paper.
Melt the chocolate chips in a bowl in
the microwave (2 min) then stir until
smooth. Stir in the can of frosting.
Pour into the prepared pan and let set.
Cut into small squares to serve.
You may add in nuts, marshmallows, or
chow mein noodles if you like.
Other flavour combinations work too
like butterscotch chips and cream
cheese frosting or butterscotch chips
and vanilla frosting.
Now a recipe for the Adults:

Ghost Towns: Peterson’s Corners
Another early settlement in Western
Haliburton County was Peterson’s Corners. It grew up near the intersection of
the Bobcaygeon Colonization Road
and the Peterson Colonization Road in
Stanhope Township. The site of the
village is in some dispute, but it was
located at the southern foot of Boshkung Lake east of the junction with the
Bobcaygeon Road. Legend places the
village in a field where the modern
Kushog Lake Road splits with the
Buckslide Road. This would put it just
north of Highway #118 travelling west
from Carnarvon. A old section of the
Peterson Road passed through the spot
on its way west.
Peterson’s Corners flourished in the
1800s. Settlers travelling east into
Stanhope Township went through the
village thanks to its link with the Bobcaygeon Road. It contains a post office,

Here is a recipe kids can make for their
parents or friends as a Valentine Treat.

store, hotel, school and, of course, an
Orange Lodge. In 1870, the population
of Peterson’s Corners was listed as 50:
the same as a little village called Kinmount. But history began to pass Peterson’s Corners by. Travel on the Bobcaygeon Road north of Minden declined. The railway pulled traffic east
to Haliburton. The Peterson Road was
basically abandoned by 1880. Business
switched to the hamlet of Carnarvon,
onlt a few miles east in a more favourable location. And when Highway #35
replaced the Bobcaygeon Road as the
main route in the area, Peterson’s Corners ceased to Exist. The post office
burned down in 1931 and was never
replaced.

Curried Almonds
2 cups whole almonds blanched
1/4 cup butter
seasoned salt to taste
1 tbsp curry powder
dash ground cumin
1 tsp freshly grated orange peel
Preheat oven to 300 degrees. Spread
the nuts on a shallow baking pan and
bake for 25 minutes or until golden.
Melt butter and add the rest of the ingredients. Pour over the nuts and continue to roast, stirring occasionally
about 20 min. Remove from oven.
Spread on paper towels to cool and
drain. Store in a jar or tin when cool.
Cooking Q & A
When did chocolate become associated
with Valentine’s Day?
It is believed that during the 17th century, lovers began exchanging mementos
on Valentine’s Day. Sweet treats were
one of them. In 1868, the first Valentine’s Day box of chocolates was introduced by Richard Cadbury.

Kinmount Gazette
History of Kinmount Businesses: Lot 7 West of Main Street
This lot stands directly across the street
from Highway 503/Monck Road intersection with the Main St and today is
occupied by the Kinmount Laundromat/
Slice of the North Pizza. The first business to occupy the lot was a general
store/ residence operated by Gilbert
Scott. The Scott family lived in the
house of the south end while the store
occupied the north half of the impressive building. The structure was burnt in
the Great Fire of 1890 and never really
replaced. The next building was a residential house occupied by various families over the years including the Powells, Shermans & Williamsons and
Chalmers. This residence survived the
Great Fire of 1942; the destruction
stopped just short of the site. The house
burned in the 1970s and current business
built on the site. The Laundromat was
the second such business in Kinmount,
the first one being south of the bridge.
But the Pizza shop was the first one in
Kinmount!

Letter to the Editor
RE: Gazette
Through the generosity of friends, I have been receiving copies of the Gazette
and have learned more about
Kinmount than I did during the first eighteen years of my life as a proud Kinmounter.
Yours truly,
J. Keith Mark
Richmond Hill

B O B ’ S AP P L I AN C E S E RV I C E
Repairs to all Major Brand Names
Refrigerators—Ranges—Dishwashers
Microwaves—Dryers—Freezers
Air Conditioners

Bob Brown, Service Technician
New and Used Sales & Part Sales
7 Days a Week
RR#1, Kinmount, ON

705-488-2225

The seasons change quickly
There’s snow on the ground,
Just wanted to let you know
There’s a new ―handy‖ man around!
A job may be too large,
But never too small,
If you have something needs fixin’
Give Brian Countryman a call!
705-488-1349

bscountryman@gmail.com

Tom Barbour
Owner and friendly neighbour
Tom.Barbour@sobeys.com

Hwy. 35 & 48
Coboconk, ON
K0M 1K0
(T) 705-454-1414
(F) 705-454-2364
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Cultural Corner: Groundhog Day
Groundhog Day is February 2. According to legend, the groundhog
emerges from its burrow at noon on
that day to look for its shadow. If it
is a sunny day and the groundhog
sees its shadow, it becomes frightened and returns to its hole to sleep,
and winter continues for 6 more
weeks. If it does not see its shadow,
it remains outside because the worst
of winter is over and warmer weather is on its way.
The origins of Groundhog Day lie in
medieval Europe, where the day was
known as Candlemas Day, a Christian festival named for the custom of
lighting candles on that day. Europeans had a legend whereby hedgehogs predicted the beginning of
spring by the state of the weather on
Candlemas Day. When European
settlers came to North America, they
brought the February 2 legend with
them. There being no hedgehogs,
they transferred the predictive role
to groundhogs.
Early settlers hoped for signs of an
early spring so they could begin
planting and shorten the time to
harvest, especially with winter provisions dwindling. What settlers did

not realize was that the groundhog
sleeps later than the European hedgehog and is less likely to stir even on
warm winter days. When February 2
arrives, the worst of winter's weather
is usually over in western Europe, but
Canadian winters are generally longer,
with much more cold and snow yet to
come. In early February, the openings
to groundhog burrows are usually buried under deep layers of snow and ice.
There is some truth to the shadow
aspect of the legend. Sunny days in
winter are generally associated with
colder, drier arctic air and cloudy days
with milder, moist maritime air. Given
the tendency for weather conditions to
persist for several days before changing, the weather on any February 2
may continue for a few days, but not
necessarily any longer. Nonetheless,
Wiarton Willie of Wiarton, Ont, near
Georgian Bay is unlikely to appear
above ground on his own until early to
mid-March, 6-8 weeks after February
2. (The "role" of Wiarton Willie has
been played since 1956 by
a succession of albino
groundhogs reared in
Wiarton, Ont. The most

Happy Salmon Lake Crew Get a Lift at
the Annual Pearson Sleigh Ride
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recent Willie died on 31 Jan 1999 at the
age of 23 and has been replaced by a
"Willie Jr.")
A Poem for Groundhog Day
Groundhog Day brings legend
Our sights turn to the ground
To spy a little groundhog
That may be hanging round.
If the little critter
Comes out into the light
And quickly see his shadow
He’ll bounce right out of sight.
He’ll slip into his burrow
For spring is far away
Six more weeks of winter
Is the price that we will pay.
But should the day be cloudy
The Groundhog wanders out
With spring around the corner
He’ll spread the news about.
Tis fun to follow legend
It brightens up our day
To think of days of springtime
Not so very far away.
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Myth Busters: Military Road Test

Early in January, the Canadian Armed
forces could be found undertaking
training exercises with their new winter
hovercraft that is being developed in
conjunction with Tourism Ontario, The
highly technical vehicle which can travel at speeds of up to 100 km/hour has
been created with the dual purpose of
protecting our waterways and providing
recreational tours to visitors from outside of Canada. Crystal Lake was the
site of the testing which took place over
a four day period. The hovercraft
which has been dubbed the Red Rocket
by the press, was able to travel from
one end of the lake to the other in a
matter of minutes. Inside the craft is

equipped with a full
kitchen, washroom
facilities and a
lounge area. Floor
boards lift up to provide opportunities
for ice fishing in
season. The partnership is considered an
advantage to the
cashstrapped ministries who are planning on charging
upwards of $1 000
per experience.

FIREWOOD

Main Street Kinmount

ATV - Sled - Small Engine Repairs

Kawartha Credit Union is a full-service financial
institution with 19 branches
in North and East-Central Ontario

from Trenton to Parry Sound
ATM available 24 hours

705-488-9963
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Kinmount...Explore Our Heritage, Experience Our Charm!
KINMOUNT GAZETTE COMMITTEE

Spot the Shot

Guy Scott, Editor
R.R. #1
Kinmount, Ontario
K0M 2A0

Each week we will feature a
photo from the Kinmount Area. We challenge you to
identify the spot.
Submissions of photos welcome. Please submit to the
editor via email with a detailed description of the spot
you have captured.
Last week’s Spot the Shot:
the Millennium Quilt at the
Railway Station.

Phone: 705-488-3182
E-mail: gdsscott@mail.com

We’re on the Web
www.kinmount.ca
Gazette Committee:

Lynne Kilby, Staff Writer
Jane Austin, Publisher
Yvette Brauer, Advertising/Finance

From the Editor’s Desk
The Gazette Staff always
appreciate feedback from
our readers. We also appreciate an information or photos our readers may have:
especially images or stories
about Kinmount’s past. It
doesn’t have to be way back
in pioneer times; maybe
stories from their youth or
photos of the area in recent
times. High on my needed
list of photos are the old
Department of Highways
shed across from the Catholic Church, Main Street before or after the fire of
1942, any images of cottaging on local lakes, etc.
And while we are on the
subject of history, if anyone
recognizes the little skaters
on page 16 or the broomball
players, drop the Gazette a
line. And don’t forget the
Winter Carnival on February 26 at the Arena.
The Arena is in full swing.
Thanks to the volunteers
who put in the ice and the
directors of the Kinmount

Fair who are manning the
facility. It may be a modest
arena with natural ice, but it
serves the purpose for our
community.
Kinmount has a second postal code! Canada Post has
added a second postal code
for residents of Haliburton
County who draw their mail
at Kinmount. The change has
something to do with county
boundaries. The new code is
K0M 2A1. Now Kinmount
can boast of being a two
postal code town!
The third week of February
is designated Heritage Week
in Canada. The purpose is to
celebrate Canadian Heritage,
a very general term indeed.
Unfortunately many communities don’t participate in
Heritage Week and some
confusion does exist over
what the term ―heritage‖
truly means. The Township
of Galway-Cavendish & Harvey will be holding a Heritage Day on Saturday February 22 at the Buckhorn Com-

munity Centre. The Harvey
Historical Society (including
myself) will be participating.
Two weeks before Christmas,
the village was ―visited‖ by a
young moose. He seemed to
like the village, and hung
around oblivious of humans,
etc. This was certainly unusual,
for wild animals are supposed
to be just that: wild. Speculation grew: he was suffering
from brain worm, he was escaping wolves, he was just
lonely. But for three weeks, the
young moose did provide a
little ―excitement‖ in the village. One out-of-towner asked
what we were doing with a
moose in town. I replied he
was trying out for the position
of ―town moose‖. Alas, the
story has a sad ending (see the
Hot Stove Leak).
The internet as a communication system never ceases to
amaze me. A couple of
months ago, I received an inquiry from a person in Kinley,
Saskatchewan seeking information about settlers who came

from Kinmount & settled in that
Prairie community a century ago.
He mentioned he found a link in
the Kinmount Gazette. Kinley was
actually casually mentioned once
in a Gazette article months ago.
No title article, just the word in
the middle of a page! And a
search on the web turned up the
name! Wow!
Another story relates to a friend of
one of our staff who received a
message from a long lost friend in
England who found her name under the Gazette all the way across
the Big Pond in England. The
amount of information available
on the World Wide Web is staggering. This is truly the information age!
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Canadian & Chinese Food
Breakfast 8 am to 11 am - Lunch 11 am to 2 pm
(705) 488 2596
(705) 488 2683
10% off Pick Up order Over $30.00
(Cash Only)

James Sandford
Registered Massage Therapist

705 488 1384
For multiple health issues or just relaxation!
Home visits are available after Free consultation
Get the most of your benefits, receipts issued.

Winter Special 10% OFF

Don’t forget to tell our advertisers that you saw their ad in
THE GAZETTE

705-488-3030

NO JOB TOO SMALL
WE DO IT ALL!
705-488-2965 705-341-2145

