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and the Missisauga culture that 

followed that date. 

The Age Of The Hurons 

The Iroquois were a separate 

native cultural group. They 

occupied Southern Ontario & 

the Eastern USA. This culture 

grew out of the Woodland 

cultures that occupied the 

Great Lakes basin for centu-

ries. Its main features that set 

it apart from the Algonquin 

culture of Northern Ontario 

(besides language) was the 

facts the Iroquois practiced 

agriculture & lived in large 

villages. As everyone knows, 

the ñgood farmlandò ends just 

north of the Kawartha Lakes 

& Iroquois homelands did the 

same. Thus once again, even  

in Native History, the Kin-

mount area  was a fringe zone. 

Hurons traveled north along 

time, much of this area was 

covered by glaciers and 

their geographical after-

math. Over the next 3 thou-

sand years, native cultures 

came & went in our area, 

gradually acquiring stone 

tools, copper tools, pottery 

and finally agriculture. The 

Mound Builders occupied 

Serpent Mounds near Peter-

borough and a site near 

Fenelon Falls. The Eastern 

Woodlands Culture eventu-

ally spread throughout 

southern Ontario until it 

reached its zenith in the 

Iroquois-Huron culture that 

existed in our region at first 

contact with Europeans in 

1600. This article will deal 

with 2 eras: the Iroquois-

Huron culture of the Ka-

wartha Lakes prior to 1700 

A missing page from the his-

tory of the Kinmount area is 

the chapter on Aboriginal Peo-

ples or Natives. Terminology 

is often confusing when deal-

ing with this subject. The first 

Europeans called the native 

peoples of the Americas 

ñIndiansò. The title was start-

ed by Christopher Columbus 

simply because in his original 

voyages (1490s), he honestly 

believed he had reached either 

Indonesia or India itself. 

Hence he called the natives 

Indians. There was no malice 

intended, but it was highly 

inaccurate. Nevertheless, the 

title stuck. Today the terms 

ñFirst Nationsò, ñAboriginalsò 

or just ñNativesò is used.  

The oldest artifacts found in 

the Kawartha Lakes region 

date to 3,000 BC. Before that 

Aboriginal History of our Area Part 1  
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the area to get their grain 

ground into flour. The cost was 

1/12 of the total grist. Since 

there were no real roads, set-

tlers came by boat or simply 

carried their grain on their 

backs! Pioneer women, some 

as young as 15 years old!) of-

ten carried sacks of grain 15 

miles or more from Eldon 

township to Purdyôs Mills. So 

popular was the mill, the pa-

trons often waited 2-3 days for 

their turn! Of course this creat-

ed a demand for inns & hotels, 

as well as stores, and a small 

village grew up around the 

mills.  

In 1834, another surveyor was 

brought in to block out the 

street grid for the growing set-

tlement. The modern village 

core of 800 acres was surveyed 

into lots. Such streets as Kent, 

Lindsay, Angeline & Victoria 

streets were laid out. All the 

streets were named after prom-

inent English Royalty or politi-

cians of the day. Of course, the 

town has grown quite a bit in 

area since 1834!. The Govern-

ment clearly believed Purdyôs 

Mills was destined for bigger 

things, because they reserved 6 

acres in the downtown core as 

the ñQueenôs Squareò for pub-

lic buildings. Today this in-

cludes the Armoury, library, 

old town hall, etc. During the 

survey, one of the crew named 

Lindsay was accidently 

wounded by a gun shot. Infec-

Lindsay is the county seat for 

Victoria County & the closest 

shopping centre or ñbig townò 

for the Kinmount area. The 

town of Lindsay grew up 

around a small rapids on the 

Scogog River just before it 

joined Sturgeon Lake. The 

local Mississauga natives 

called the site ñOnigahningò 

translating to ñthe portageò. In 

1821, the paper township of 

Ops was surveyed and opened 

for settlement. The surveyor 

was paid in land; and since he 

got to pick his property, took 

1,800 acres of choice farm-

land. Settlement was slow due 

to its isolation & the first set-

tler didnôt arrive until 1825.  

To ñencourageò settlement, 

the Government of Upper 

Canada contracted with the 

Purdy Family to build a mill 

at the ñportageò on the 

Scugog. (The Scugog River is 

so flat or level, this was the 

only rapids on the whole riv-

er!) The Purdys were granted 

400 acres of land (now the 

ñeast wardò of Lindsay, and a 

bonus of $600. The Govern-

ment (correctly) reasoned a 

grist mill would help open up 

the area for settlement. The 

Purdys built a 10ô dam (more 

about this dam later) and a 

combined saw/grist mill by 

1829 and Purdyôs Mills was 

founded.  

Purdyôs Mills was a success. 

Settlers came from all over 
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tion set in, the surveyor died 

and was buried on the river 

bank near the present Legion. 

The new village was named 

Lindsay in his memory.  

The new village did not grow 

very fast. Kent St was a 

swamp for years. Most settle-

ment clustered along the 

Scugog River in the old Purdy 

Tract. The population was a 

mere 300 in the 1851 census. 

The biggest industries re-

volved around lumbering & 

the outlet to the Trent Canal 

was the big advantage. And 

then Ontario entered the Rail-

way Age. Cobourg & Port 

Hope, two ports on Lake On-

tario, began to eye the hinter-

land as a source of economic 

wealth. Cobourg commis-

sioned a line to Peterborough 

and Port Hope to Lindsay. 

Unfortunately the 

barrier of Rice 

Lake ruined the 

Cobourg-

Peterborough plan. 

Port hope on the 

other hand, had a 

clear path north to 

Lindsay and by 

1857 the first of 

many railways 

reached the sleepy 

little hamlet.  

Lindsay boomed 

after the railway 

arrived. The popu-

lation soared to 

1,000 and in 1857 
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Friends and Neighbours:  Lindsay 

the village was incorporated 

as the Town of Lindsay. 

When Victoria County was 

formed in 1861, Lindsay was 

the obvious spot for the 

County Seat, with its courts, 

goal, county buildings, etc. 

Within a decade Lindsay the 

largest local urban centre and 

for a few decades, even out-

grew its eastern rival, Peter-

borough.  Both centres had 

water access via the Trent 

Canal. But Lindsay enjoyed 

an advantage in railway links. 

By 1921, Linday had 8 rail 

lines entering the town with 

27 trains per day! One of the-

se lines was the Victoria Rail-

way serving the back town-

ships of Victoria & Halibur-

ton County.  
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DINNER & LOONIE AUCTION  
In support of the new 

Kinmount & District Educational Bursary 
Saturday, February 4 at Kinmount Legion 

 

Tickets $12 available at Gateway Variety 

 

Supper & Loonie 

Saturday March 3 at Galway Hall 

 

Tickets $12 available around town 

The Kinmount Gazette & Victoria Pony Club 
 



2012 is a leap year, which means 

that it has 366 days instead of the 

usual 365 days that an ordinary 

year has. An extra day is added in 

a leap yearðFebruary 29 ð

which is called a leap day. 

Leap years are added to the cal-

endar to keep it working proper-

ly. The 365 days of the annual 

calendar are meant to match up 

with the solar year. A solar year 

is the time it takes the Earth to 

complete its orbit around the Sun 

ð about one year. But the actual 

time it takes for the Earth to trav-

el around the Sun is in fact a little 

longer than thatðabout 365 ¼ 

days (365 days, 5 hours, 48 

minutes, and 46 seconds, to be 

precise). So the calendar and the 

solar year don't completely 

matchðthe calendar year is a 

touch shorter than the solar year. 

It may not seem like much of a 

difference, but after a few years 

those extra quarter days in the 

solar year begin to add up. After 

four years, for example, the four 

extra quarter days would make 

the calendar fall behind the solar 

year by about a day. Over the 

course of a century, the differ-

ence between the solar year and 

the calendar year would become 

25 days! Instead of summer be-

ginning in June, for example, it 

wouldn't start until nearly a 

month later, in July. As every kid 

looking forward to summer vaca-

tion knowsðcalendar or no cal-

endarðthat's way too late! So 

every four years a leap day is 

added to the calendar to allow it 

to catch up to the solar year. 

The Egyptians were the first to 

come up with the idea of adding 

a leap day once every four years 

to keep the calendar in sync with 

the solar year. Later, the Romans 

adopted this solution for their 

calendar, and they became the 

first to designate February 29 as 

the leap day. 

The math seems to work out 

beautifully when you add an 

extra day to the calendar every 

four years to compensate for the 

extra quarter of a day in the solar 

year. As we said earlier, howev-

er, the solar year is just about 

365 ¼ days long, but not exact-

ly! The exact length of a solar 

year is actually 11 minutes and 

14 seconds less than 365 ¼ days. 

That means that even if you add 

a leap day every four years, the 

calendar would still overshoot 

the solar year by a bitð11 

minutes and 14 seconds yearly. 

These minutes and seconds real-

ly start to add up: after 128 

years, the calendar would gain 

an entire extra day. So, the leap 

year rule, "add a leap year every 

four years" was a good rule, but 

not good enough! To rectify the 

situation, the creators of our cal-

endar (Gregorian Calendar intro-

duced in 1582) decided to omit 

leap years three times every four 

hundred years. This would short-

en the calendar every so often 

and rid it of the annual excess of 

11 minutes and 14 seconds. So 

in addition to the rule that a leap 

year occurs every four years, a 

new rule was added: a century 

year is not a leap year unless it is 

evenly divisible by 400. This 

rule eliminate three leap years 

every few hundred years. This 

ingenious correction worked 

beautifully in bringing the calen-

dar and the solar year in harmo-

ny, basically eliminating those 

pesky extra 11 minutes and 14 

seconds. Now the calendar year 

and solar year are just about a 

half a minute off. At that rate, it 

takes 3,300 years for the calen-

dar year and solar year to di-

verge by a day.  
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Public Transit  
Kinmount to Lindsay 

Departs from Gateway General Store @ 8 AM 

Monday Feb. 13 &  27 

6 Hunter Street, PO Box 256 

Kinmount, On, K0M 2A0 

www.quiltersinn.net 
 

Studio 705-887-8499 
Residence 705-488-1312 
E-mail: 

quiltagrafix@gmail.com 

The Quilters Inn                Barb Leffering 

Longarm Machine Quilting              Quilting Retreats 

Classes                                                        Notions 

Fabric over 1200 bolts, wide backing, childrenõs fabric, panels, blenders & more 

Open Saturday, Sunday and most afternoons  

Please call to confirm weekly hours 
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Myth Busters:  Truck Sinks into Head Lake 

Kinmount Artisans  Marketplace  
Local Fine Art, Handcrafts, Gifts & Antiques  

Local History Books  & Souvenirs  
Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre  

         County Rd. 45 W. at 121  

Kinmount, Ontario, Canada  

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Phone (705) 488 -1414 

 

OPEN FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

A Dysart et al vehicle with a 

snowplow on board framed an 

ironic warning for ice fisher-

men, ice walkers and snowmo-

bilers everywhere on Wednes-

day morning. 

The municipality pickup truck 

was plowing an outdoor rink 

surface when a front tire slid 

through a soft patch on the ice. 

The truck submerged near the 

Head Lake Municipal Dock. 

Dysart fire chief Miles 

Maughan was driving the truck 

at the time and he said it all 

happened very slowly. 

ñI was just out plowing the rink 

and the front of the truck 

dipped,ò said Maughan. ñI 

opened the door and walked out 

onto to the ice and thatôs when 

it started to sink. I was standing 

near it when it started to slide 

into the lake.ò 

He said the truck was covered 

up to the hood by the time it 

reached bottom in the shallows 

near the shoreline. 

ñThe engine would have been 

pretty well covered,ò said 

Maughan.  The mishap  

occurred at around11 am and 

Maughan said that it took 

about 2 hours to get the truck 

back on high ground. Other 

Dysart vehicles responded 

immediately and they managed 

to winch it out of the lake. And 

the truck? ñTheyôre drying it 

out and I think it will be fine,ò 

said Maughan, who added that 

he switched the engine off 

before exiting the vehicle. 

Do You Live Out-of-Town? 

Subscribe to our mail service and have  

The Kinmount Gazette delivered to your door. 

 

Please contact Yvette Brauer at 705-488-2282 

or email hgbrauer@sympatico.ca 

Gazette Collector Sets 

Volume 1, Issues 1 - 16  $20.00  

Volume 2, Issues 1 - 11  $15.00 

Volume 3, Issues 1 - 12  $15.00   

Available at Gateway General Store & Cafe  

& Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

DOWNHILL DASH CONTEST  
12:00 p.m. at KINMOUNT WINTERFEST  

Sunday February 26 
�:�H���D�U�H���D�O�O���N�L�G�V���D�W���K�H�D�U�W�« 

OPEN TO ADULTS & CHILDREN 

Build & decorate a toboggan with cardboard & tape 

Prizes for  Best Decorated & Furthest Distance  in 3 age categories  

Helmets & Waiver Required 

Parent must sign consent form for children 16 & under 

Registration begins 11:00 a.m. or 

Pre-Register at Gateway General Store & Cafe 

Registration forms may be downloaded at kinmount.ca 


