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The history of hair in Kinmount is rather 
obscure. Until 1919, there is no record of a 
barber or a ladyôs hairdresser in the village. 
It can be presumed that the trimming of the 
locks was a private affair; carried out by a 
family member in the privacy of the home. 
Seeing some of the hair styles in the old pho-
tos, this can be believed! 
In 1919 Kinmount witnessed its first barber 
shop. Returning WW I veteran Wally Scott 
purchased a chunk of lot 4, east of Main St 
from Fred Dettman for $200 and built the 
Barbershop. Wally continued for several 
years before selling out to Sylvester 
Doherty. (Wally became a game warden) In 
1940 Alex Macdonald became the barber-in-
residence on Main St. By now the operation 
included a billiards table. He was burnt out 
in the Great Fire of 1942 and the barber shop 
was never replaced. It stood as a vacant lot 
until Ed Todd added a chip wagon on the lot 
and created the Kinmount Fish and Chips. 
(this business still operates today under Billy 
Fountain,)  
Later barbers in the village included Norman 
Silver, who had a chair right in the dining 
room of his house and clipped the writerôs 
locks as a young boy (1960s). The writerôs 
father claimed he was a barber by inher-

itance (his father being the above Wally 
Scott) and often did ñtravelling clip jobsò 
for family and friends (including the author 
prior to Norm Silver). One of Bill Scottôs 
regular customers was a retired chap named 
Billy Walton who resided at Furnace Falls. 
The second Billy was a bit of a moonshiner 
who produced an occasional batch of brew. 
(Payment for the hair-cut was often made 
in laughs and liquor.) On one such hair-
call, one of the bystanders present asked 
Billy Walton if he was worried about the 
travelling barber cutting his hair while im-
bibing his brew. The old gentleman replied 
ñHe has cut my hair sober and he has cut 
my hair under the influence. There was no 
difference in the hair-cut.ò 
In later years, the hair history of Kinmount 
evolved to the lady hair dressers. Mary 
Hartin, Chris Hancock, Karen Crego, Lori 
(last name?) and others who operated la-
dyôs hair salons in the village. The most 
recent hair establishment is JCôs Cuts & 
More operated by Jessica Callaghan.  

Continued page 14 
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Magetawan 
The village of Magnetawan 
marked a half-way point be-
tween Rosseau and Nipissing 
Village on the colonization 
road. It formed at the point 
where the Nipissing Road 
crossed the Magnetawan Riv-
er. The Magnetawan River 
was rather unique to the 
whole district because it could 
be accessed by steam boat 
from its mouth at Britt on 
Byng Outlet, Georgian Bay 
all the way to Burkeôs Falls. 
The riverôs headwaters are in 
Algonquin Park, but thanks to 
a lock at Magnetawan, navi-
gation was open to Burkeôs 
Falls. The locks were opened 
in 1886, and are still in use 
today!  
The Magnetawan River Val-
ley had a pocket of suitable 
farmland, and the area had an 
extensive agricultural com-
munity as well as the lumber 
industry. The village still 
holds a yearly Fair that show-
cases the farm heritage. The 
Magnetawan River was a val-
uable resource to the lumber 
industry. The village itself 
was surveyed in 1873.  
While the earliest settlers ar-
rived via the Nipissing Road, 
the village was also linked to 
the Muskoka Road via steam-
er to Burkeôs Falls. In the 
1880s, Burkeôs Falls also 
hosted a railway station and 
further drew traffic from 
Magnetawan. The Nipissing 
Road was eventually aban-
doned, but Magnetawan still 
had a highway link to Parry 
Sound.  
In 1998, the village of Mag-
netawan amalgamated with 
Spence, Croft and Chapman 
Townships. Today, its popula-
tion number 1,500.  

Rye 
North of Magnetewan in Lount 
Township was the hamlet of 
Rye. It grew up where the 

White Pine Lumber Company 
cadge road crossed the Nipis-
sing Road. The earliest settlers 
were German, and a school to 
learn English was a first priori-
ty. A gentleman named Rye 
gave a donation to build the 
school and thus his name was 
selected when a post office was 
established in 1878. The post 
office continued in operation 
until 1965. Most of the 
buildings are aban-
doned along with the 
Road today. 
 
Bummerôs Roost 
This unusual name has 
a story behind it. One 
of the first residents of 
the area was a trapper 
named Richard Man-
nering. Like many trapper-
characters, Dick lived in less 
than stellar conditions (a tent) 
and was always ñpoorò, and was 
nicknamed Dick The Bummer. 
To mark his spot, he hung a 
sign ñBummerôs Roostò at his 
home and the name was trans-
ferred to the subsequent com-
munity. When a post office was 
established along the Nipissing 
Road, the local hotel-keeper 
decided the native term 
ñMecunomaò was a more im-
pressive name and selected this 

moniker for the 
community. But 
the original title 
sounded so unu-
sual, it survived 
the passage of 
time. The hotel 
eventually 
burned and the 
community be-

came a ghost town. 
 
Commanda 
The next community along the Nip-
issing Road was Commanda; located 
where the Commanda Creek was 
bridged by the Nipissing Road. A 
few miles to the north, the Nipissing 
Road actually joined the Muskoka 
Colonization Road (near Alsace) 
and the trail went on to the end of 
both roads at Nipissing Village. The 
arrival of the railway at Trout Creek 
to the east made both Roads virtual-
ly obsolete. Later in the 1930s the 
construction of Highway 11, also 
through Trout Creek, left the com-
munity as a virtual ghost town. 
The name Commanda was the name 
of a local native chief. Actually it 
was a title ñcommanderò earned by 
his role in the War of 1812. Com-
mander and his followers moved to 
the area after the War and met the 
first settlers in the 1870s.  
Commanda was famous for its huge 

general store-hotel complex. James 
Arthurs built the first structure, but a 
few years later he moved his com-
plex a few miles north for better 
road access. Witnesses said the 
structure was sawn into sections and 
towed to the new location. The store 
was later turned into a museum. It 
still stands today, but needs restora-
tion. 
 
 
Alsace 
This small community was located 
on both the Nipissing and Muskoka 
Colonization Roads. The Alsace 
Road linked the community with 
Powassan to the east. The Northern 
Railway was built through Powas-
son and made Alsace a backwater. 
The Alsace Road now reversed its 
flow: taking traffic east to Powasson 
instead of west to Alsace. The vil-
lage became a virtual ghost town 

and the road link with Nipissing 
Village was abandoned to 
through traffic. 
The village was named after the 
province of Alsace in France. 
Many of the early settlers were 
Alsatians, but they spoke Ger-
man instead of French! The last 
surviving major structure is St 
Johnôs Roman Catholic Church.  
 
Nipissing Village 
This ñportò on Lake Nipissing 
was the terminus of both the 
Nipissing Colonization Road and 
the Muskoka Colonization Road. 
From here, traffic could be sent 
by water all around this large 
lake and the French River. The 
Muskoka Road never reached its 
terminus and very little traffic 
used the village. Supplies to the 
village could be brought in by 
canoe from the Ottawa River. 
But it was a long trip and little 
contact was made by this tradi-
tional route. Between 1875 when 
the Nipissing Road was opened 
to the village and 1886 when the 
Northern Railway reached Cal-
landar, Nipissing Village was a 
fairly active port. After 1886, it 
declined.  
After 1886 the northbound traf-
fic was effectively diverted east 

of Lake Nipissing to the boom-
ing centre of North Bay. It had 

all the contacts Nipissing Village 
lacked including railway connec-
tions with the rest of Canada. 

Later (1920s) this bypass was 
reinforced by the building of 

Highway #11, now the major 
route to northern Ontario. Like 

all communities on the Nipissing 
Road, the traffic shifted east to 

communities along the Muskoka 
Road (later Highway 11) and the 
railway line. But the lost com-

munities along the Nipissing 
Road still host a smattering of 

tourists who frequent its lovely 
lakes and rivers. Two highways 

# 114 and #520 still intersect the 
old Colonization Road and allow 
access to the central portion of 

Parry Sound District. The Nipis-
sing Colonization Road does not 

connect Rosseau with Lake Nip-
pissing anymore, but its routes 

A homestead in Rye 

Magnetawan Docks 
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Friends, continued from p. 2 

and communities still have ac-
cess from the outside.  

 

 

TAOIST TAI CHI at Galway Hall 
Mondays & Thursdays 10 am - noon 

From top:  Lighthouse at Ahmic Harbour on Magnetawan River; 
abandoned homestead at Rye; end of the road at Nippissing Vil-
lage; Alsace homestead 
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A Year in the Life of Pioneer Kinmount 1898 

One hundred and twenty years ago the vil-
lage of Kinmount was a prosperous little 
village booming thanks to the lumber trade 
with a dash of railway business thrown in. 
The Great Fire of 1890 had levelled the 
entire business section. The ensuing build-
ing boom had created a main street lined 
with elegant buildings housing a variety of 
businesses. The population was between 
600 and 700 souls. The numerous sawmills 
in and around the village provided for 
steady employment. Four trains a day 
hummed through the village.   
 
January 
ñMr A Bennett, lineman GNW RR  is load-
ing poles at Kinmount this week. 
 
February 3   
ñA cold wave struck Kinmount on Friday 
and Saturday last, when the mercury 
dropped to 27 and 36 degrees below zero 
(Fahrenheit).  
 
February 11 
The following itinerary was published for 
candidate John Austin 
Baddow ï Feb 14 
Argueôs (Dongola) Feb 15 
Minerôs Bay ï Feb 17 
Kinmount ï Feb 17 
Burnt River ï Feb 18 
Howieôs School ï Feb 19  
Election campaigns are quite busy! 
 
February 25 
An all candidates meeting for the Ontario 
Legislature for upcoming Provincial Elec-
tion for the riding of East Victoria were 
made at a nomination meeting in Fenelon 
Falls. John Austin (Kinmount) represented 
the Liberal Party while John H Carnegie of 
Bexley was the Conservative nominee. Both 
candidates spoke for 1 hour. 
The Fenelon Gazette strongly backed the 
Liberal candidate, leading off the article 
with the title ñVote For Austinò.  Carnegie 
won the election. 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

 
March 18 
Four Industrial accidents reported, including 
Calvin Hall of Kinmount who lost a finger 
at the Stave Factory. 
 
March 25 
Rev Munt, Baptist at Kinmount, held ser-
vices at the Dutch Line School near Gelert.  
 
April 1 
Mr R, B, Sylvester and family moved to 
Kinmount from Fenelon Falls. He operated 
a photography business in Kinmount and 
was the leader of the Kinmount Citizens 
Band. This band operated for several years.  
 
April 7 
Fire destroys the general store at Rettieôs 
Station (Burnt River). Mr Acheson, the pro-
prietor barely escaped and all  property was 
lost. The local bucket brigade managed to 
keep the fire to the one building. 
 
April 8 
M. Gatchell (livery stable that was Simp-
sonôs Garage) moved to Fenelon Falls. 
ñMrs J Kingsboro went away for a few days 
holiday. Johnny doesnôt look lonesome yetò 
ñThe Kinmount Brass Band is making rapid 
advancement under the leadership of Mr 
Sylvesterò 
 
April 23 (Watchman)  
A little girl, while playing last week at min-
ing, turned up a small shining yellow parti-
cle. It was taken into the village and pro-
nounced a pure gold nugget. Since this story 
was circulated, everybody is mining in their 
gardens. It is to be hoped everybody will 
have a good crop. 
 
April 28 
A Galway Farmer named McGee met with 
an accident while River Driving. His leg 
was crushed freeing a log jam. He was 
brought to Kinmount and seen by Dr Frost. 
It was speculated he would lose his leg. 

 
May 13 
The spring log drive was in full swing. 
Here is the timber tack: 
ñ Our Burnt River is now filled with logs 
again. Rathburnôs drive must be about 
Lindsay by this time, and Boydôs is now 
filling up the river. Hazlittôs and others 
will follow as they can. This might have 
been a good river for fish had it not been 
so polluted with sawdust and rotten wood,  
but it is still a great highway for trade in 
floating down forest  

Continued p. 15 
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History of Libraries 

Education and libraries have 
been a large part of Canadian 
culture. In pioneer days, books 
were often hard to come by. 
Individuals had their own small 
libraries, often a few classic 
novels. They were passed from 
person to person on a loan basis. 
Only the very rich could afford 
more than a mere  handful of  
books. Likewise schools were 
often starved for reading materi-
als. Textbooks were provided 
on various subjects, but few 
novels or periodicals. Since 
most schools were of the small, 
one-room variety, they did not 
have their own library.  
In the 1850s, social reformers 
began to organize public librar-
ies. The larger towns and cities 
had their public libraries, but 
the small villages and rural 
communities could not afford a 
library. Thus an organization 
called the Mechanics Institutes 
was formed in Ontario. These 
were basically library boards 
whose goal was to create a free 
library open to the entire scope 
of society. But the Mechanics 
Institutes were only formed 
where the citizens took the ef-
fort to form and operate them.  
(Mechanic was a generic term 
of the era used to denote work-
ing class or the poor who could 
not afford books.) Many areas 
were still without a public li-
brary. 
Kinmount never had a Mechan-
ics Institute. But a similar com-
munity organization called the 
Kinmount Public Institute was 
formed in the 1890s to operate a 
public library. They arranged 
for a reading room in the busi-
ness of Charles Cole (harness-
maker) on the main street. Mon-
ey was raised from fundraisers 
and donations and the volunteer 
group began to accumulate a 
small library, as funds allowed.  
The May 13, 1898 Lindsay Post 
records the minutes of their 
annual meeting.  
ñThe meeting was opened by 
reading the reports of the treas-
urer, secretary and librarian, 
which were very satisfactory, 
considering the short time the 
library has been running. The Read The Gazette in colour at kinmount.ca 

library has been stocked with 
178 volumes as follows: 
Fiction ï 54 
General Literature ï 49 
Voyages & Travels ï 31 
History ï 23 
Biography ï 6 
Science & Art ï 4 
Poetry & Drama ï 8 
Religious ï 2 
Reference ï 1 
The total membership is 104, 
and perhaps the greatest sur-
prise to the board was that 75% 
have used the library since 
opening. The number of vol-
umes issue was 433. The Read-
ing Room contains 2 dailies, 5 
weeklies, and 9 periodicals.  
Officers elected for the years 
1898-1899 : 
President : John Austin 
Vice President ï Rev E Soward 
Secretary ï R J Graham 
Treasurer ï George Train 
Directors ï Mrs Kelly, Mrs 
Mills, Mrs Bain, J E Walker, W 
T Craig, J C Train, Bert Hop-
kins 
Librarian ï C E Cole 
ñYour correspondent would 
strongly recommend that our 
citizens should use every energy 
to make the above Institute a 
success by any assistance they 
can give in the way of dona-
tions, etc, as the cause is wor-
thy.ò 
 
The same year, on April 8 the 
Public Library committee held a 
fund raising basket social. The 
highest offer for a basket (with 
attached female) was $1.75.  
 
The new library was really ex-
panding, for a December 23 
report stated the number of vol-
umes available had risen to over 
400. But the Library had also 
changed locations. It had moved 
in November down the street to 
the post office /store of George 
Train, who was appointed the 
new librarian. There was no 
reading room due to space is-
sues, but the library was open 
for business.  
 
Sometime afterwards, the Li-
brary Board was discontinued, 
and the library ser-Conôt p. 6 
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History of Libraries, continued from p. 5 

VOLUME 10 IS HERE! 
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 Brian & Nancy Lemire  Buck & Janice Thibideau 
 The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  
on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 10 

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 
P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  
Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

 

It had moved in November down the 
street to the post office /store of 
George Train, who was appointed the 
new librarian. There was no reading 
room due to space issues, but the 
library was open for business.  
 
Sometime afterwards, the Library 
Board was discontinued, and the 
library service was handled by 
George Train.  He operated a post 
office/stationary/book store from his 
building on the east side of Main St 
at the bridge. The library business 
was no longer free; users paid a fee 
to borrow books. The initial fee was 
50 cents per year and allowed the 
subscriber to sign out a set number of 
books per year. Mr Train was re-
sponsible for updating the supply of 
literature.  
This private library service was end-
ed sometime before 1933 when 
George Train surrendered the post 
office. For the next few decades Kin-
mount was without a library. In the 
1960s, the issue of library services 

References Available 

arose again. The County of Victo-
ria began a program to install li-
brary services in all its communi-
ties.  The community libraries 
would be part of a county service, 
and share books on a rotating ba-
sis. The Community Centre was 
chosen as a library site, and part of 
the downstairs was converted for 
the purpose. The area now occu-
pied by the Artisanôs Marketplace 
was renovated and the current en-
trance opened up. The new library 
only occupied part of the space. 
This branch library continued for 
many years until the 1990s when 
the new Somerville Township of-
fice was built on the Cemetery 
Hill. The new facility included 
space for a library in the basement. 
The former site in the community 
hall was made available to the Ar- 

Interested in retailing your creations? 
KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE 

705 488 2938 or  
705 488 1414 

Continued p. 8  

The current Kinmount Library is open Tues/Thurs/Sat 



Last monthôs Spot the Shot:   
 
The new signs installed by Ka-
wartha Lakes defining Kinmount as 
an agricultural hub. (Gazette staff-
ers think this may be historical sign-
age) 
 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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Hi Everyone... Happy February! 
(my 12th favourite month of the 
year :)) 
The name "Februaryò is derived 
from the Latin term "februarius 
mensis," referring to a month of 
purification. The Roman calendar 
was changed in 700 BCE to in-
clude January and February, then 
called Februarius, and have a long-
er year... 
Here are some great quotes to get 
you through the day... 
"The February sunshine steeps 
your boughs and tints the buds and 
swells the leaves within." ð Wil-
liam C. Bryant 
"Without Valentine's Day, Febru-
ary would be... well, January." ð 
Jim Gaffigan 
"No one's ever achieved financial 
fitness with a January resolution 
that's abandoned by Februaryò - 
Suze Orman 

"Even though Febru-
ary was the shortest 
month of the year, 
sometimes it seemed 
like the longest." ð 
J.D. Robb 
"January is always a good month 
for behavioural economics: Few 
things illustrate self-control as 
vividly as New Year's resolutions. 
February is even better, though, 
because it lets us study why so 
many of those resolutions are bro-
kenò - Sendhil Mullainathan 
"February is always a bad month 
for TV sports. Football is gone, 
basketball is plodding along in the 
annual midseason doldrums, and 
baseball is not even mentionedò - 
Hunter S. Thompson 
 
 
All the best till next month, Gord. 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 
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vice was handled by George 
Train.  He operated a post of-
fice/stationary/book store from 
his building on the east side of 
Main St at the bridge. The li-
brary business was no longer 
free; users paid a fee to borrow 
books. The initial fee was 50 
cents per year and allowed the 
subscriber to sign out a set 
number of books per year. Mr 
Train was responsible for up-
dating the supply of literature.  
This private library service was 
ended sometime before 1933 
when George Train surrendered 
the post office. For the next few 
decades Kinmount 
was without a library. 
In the 1960s, the issue 
of library services 
arose again. The 
County of Victoria 
began a program to 
install library services 
in all its communities.  
The community li-
braries would be part 
of a county service, 
and share books on a 
rotating basis. The 
Community Centre 
was chosen as a li-
brary site, and part of 
the downstairs was 
converted for the pur-
pose. The area now 
occupied by the Arti-
sanôs Marketplace 
was renovated and the 
current entrance opened up. The new 
library only occupied part of the space. 
This branch library continued for many 
years until the 1990s when the new 

705 286-0808 
Debbie Calvert 

50 Newcastle St 

Minden, Ont 

K0M 2K0  

11:30 am - 1 pm St. James Anglican Church 

1st 
Tuesday 
Monthly 

 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  
Kinmount Gazette! 

 

Highland Hitching Post  
 

Riding Lessons, Trail Rides, Training, 
Boarding, Leasing, Pony Rides,  

Sales & After School Drop In 
1070 Bacon Road Kinmount  

 
Call Shannon Worr (Certified Coach) 
705-768-5747 

Fully Licensed And Insured  
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Over 30 Years Experience 
With Veterinary Referral 

 
Basic packages start at $60 (small breed dogs) 

Cats are a flat fee of $80 

Please call Shannon @ 705-768-5747 to book your pet(s) 

 

From top:  Eaton Catalogues 
showing books for sale; Mag-
azine subscriptions in 1902 

Kinmount Library offers books, CDôs, 
DVDôs, videos, book CDôs, magazines,  
4 computers, WIFI, photocopy, printer, fax, 
children's programs, special events, craft club, 
battery & ink cartridge recycling, brochures, 
meeting room, reading garden, monthly book 
sales and the Kinmount Heritage Display  

Open Tues. & Thurs. 11 am - 7 pm 
Sat. 9 am - 1 pm 

 


