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Side Roads of Kinmount:  Howland Junction 

Several miles north of Kinmount on the east 

side of the Bobcaygeon Road lays Howland 

Junction. It is aptly named; being the junc-

tion of the Irondale, Bancroft & Ottawa Rail-

way and the Victoria Railway. Howland 

Junction never contained a post office, store, 

church or school. All it contained was a rail-

way turntable and some sort of a rail station 

building. There were a number of farmers in 

the vicinity, but their postal address was Kin-

mount, children attended either Kinmount 

school or the ñRock Schoolò (USS #4  Snow-

don-Lutterworth). All business was transact-

ed in Kinmount and the nearest churches 

were also in the village. But Howland Junc-

tion had railways: oh did it ever have rail-

ways! And that made it a community. 

The first settlers to the area came as early as 

1858 and settled in concession A of both 

Snowdon and Lutterworth Townships along 

the Bobcaygeon Road. The Burnt River did Get Results! 
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The Gazette is a non profit monthly 

publication produced by volunteers as 

a community service. The Gazette is 

entirely dependant on advertising sales 

& donations to remain operating. We 

are very grateful for the continuing 

support of area businesses & patrons.   

Do you enjoy the Gazette?  
Send a donation!  

Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

P.O. Box 38, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0. 
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run through the community, but it was the 

Bobcaygeon Road that attracted settlers. 

Lots in Concession A were designated 

ñfree grantsò and were given to honest 

settlers free, as long as they resided there 

for 5 years, built a shanty and cleared 

some land for farming. Even these gener-

ous terms could not attract settlers to 

some of the wild lots to the north and 

some of these lots were never settled. Lots 

1 ï 15 in Concession A in both Lutter-

worth and Snowdon Township were 

granted in 1858 to prospective settlers 

whose names were duly entered in the 

Crown Land Agents book. By the first 

census of 1861, only 7 of the 15 Lutter-

worth lots were still occupied and and 10 

of the 15 Snowdon lots held settlers. That 

means roughly half these free grant lots 

were abandoned within 3 years! Why? 

The accusation surfaced that the settlers 

Visit us in colour at 

kinmount.ca 
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Ghost Towns of these townships. 

 

Ryde Township 

 

Ryde Township, directly north 

of Dalton Township,  had 2 main 

communities: Houseyôs Rapids 

on the east side and Barkway in 

the middle. They were accessed 

primarily from the west 

(Morrison Township, Muskoka 

District. One road led east from 

the Muskoka River through 

Coopers Falls. This road con-

nected with Sebright as well.  

Another road from the east led to 

Houseyôs Rapids and hence 

north to Barkway. Further access 

was gained from the north via 

the Peterson Road. A small set-

tlement called Lewisham was 

started on the eastern side, draw-

ing access from the Victoria 

Road via Longford. But it was 

quickly abandoned and the  

Victoria Road discontinued.  
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Friends and Neighbours: Sebright and Neighbouring Ghost Towns 
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In 1870 the Monck Road 

reached the boundary between 

Rama and Dalton Townships 

and a community arose at the 

point where the Road crossed 

the county line into Victoria 

County. A road was opened 

south along the west side of 

Mud Lake (now Dalrymple 

Lake) which led to Kirkfield. 

Another road led north to 

Sadowa and on into Ryde 

Township and Barkway. It 

also joined Coopers Falls in 

Muskoka. Sebright became a 

major junction.  There was 

some very farmable land in 

the western end of Dalton 

Township and a number of 

small communities sprang up. 

Sebright soon contained a 

Presbyterian Church, a 

school, a general store, a 

blacksmith and a hotel: all the 

necessary trappings of a pio-

neer cross roads community.  

Dalton Township received its 

first municipal administration 

as part of the United 

Townships of Dalton, 

Ryde, Draper and Ma-

cauley. Within a few 

years, these last town-

ships were stripped 

from Victoria County 

and added to Muskoka 

District. Dalton then 

joined with Carden 

Township. By 1887 

enough new settlers 

had arrived to allow 

Dalton to form its own 

municipality based at 

Sebright.  

Sebright always had 

more connections to Orillia 

and Simcoe County than it did 

to Lindsay. When the local 

schools were amalgamated, 

the children were shipped to 

the Simcoe County system.   

In the early days, Sebright 

was linked with the settle-

ments to the north in town-

ships of Ryde, Draper and 

Oakley.  

 

Draper Township 

 

The next township 

north was Draper 

Township. The 

Peterson Coloniza-

tion Road (now 

Highway #118) 

sliced through the 

middle of Draper. 

South of this major 

artery settlers 

filled some good 

farmland around 

the communities 

of Germania and 

Uffington. Germa-

nia was settled by 

some German ref-

ugees fleeing trou-

bles back in Eu-

rope. They even 

built their own 

Lutheran Church. 

Uffington was 

named after a place 

in England that  

Continued on p. 3 
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Friends, continued from p. 2 

The Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  

Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace or 
Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

 Minden      Family Dentistry 

FULL DENTURES 

PARTIAL DENTURES 

RELINES AND REPAIRS 

Orthodontics / TMJ 

Sleep Apnea  

General Dentistry 
 

705 - 286 - 2522  
 

Dr. Steven Zaichuk, D.D.S. 

 

Box 329 Minden 

Ontario K0M 2K0 

 

12281 Hwy. 35 

at Bobcaygeon Road 

was the site of the famous white 

horse, made of chalk, that was 

carved into a hillside . 

 

Oakley Township  

 

Oakley Township to the east of 

Draper (but still part of old Victo-

ria County in the 1860s) was also 

bisected by the Peterson Road. The 

Victoria Colonization Road ran 

from Cambray all the way north to 

meet the Peterson Road near 

Vankoughnet. But the stretch be-

tween Uphill and Vankoughnet was 

unoccupied (it was just too rough 

for farming) and was soon aban-

doned completely.  

All 3 townships never were part of 

Victoria County except for lines on 

a map and drifted into the Muskoka 

District.  
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Side Roads of Kinmount, continued from p. 1 

were simply proxy settlers, placed there 

by the lumbermen so they could cut off 

the pine without payment. But 3 years is 

a short time to harvest the white pine and 

no ñhonestò settlers replaced the ñfakeò 

settlers. This means the lots in question 

were so poor for farming, they couldnôt 

be ñgiven awayò!  

Several of these free grants along the 

Road were given to retired soldiers from 

the British Army. After  30 years of ser-

vice in the army, the survivors were giv-

en a yearly pension and a land grant of 

200 acres. Unfortunately the pensioners 

who received land in this sector of the 

Kinmount area got a raw deal, for the 

land was not very suitable for farming. It 

took courage for these veterans, in their 

50s, to start out as pioneer farmers 

among the rocks of Haliburton County 

so late in their lives. But some did have 

families to help the elderly parents. Sons 

of veterans were also eligible for the 200 

acre grant as well. Any settler in this 

area in their 50s was most likely a pen-

sioner, and there were at least 25 along 

the Bobcaygeon Road between Kin-

mount and Minden. Most stayed only a 

few years and either moved away, died 

or turned over the farm to a family mem-

ber.  

But several families did stay on their 

claims. On the Lutterworth side of the 

Road, Daniel Wilson claimed Lot 1 at 

the corner of the Davis Lake Road 

(Boundary Road) and the Bobcaygeon 

Road. Daniel could have been a pension-

er, for he was in his late 50s, died in the 

1860s and left the farm to son Andrew. 

Extensive land clearing meant the lot 

was used as a farm for several genera-

tions of the Wilson family . After Wil-

sonôs, the farm was acquired by John 

Gilmour from across the Road. Lots 2 

and 3 were occupied by the Pierson 

brothers: Sam and Silas. Sam Pierson 

left the family name on the little creek 

that flows into the Burnt River, called 

Personôs Creek. Lot 3 was quickly ac-

quired by James Maguire , another pen-

sioner who left his widow on the lot by 

1871.In 1875 Lot 3 was occupied by an 

Icelander named Olafsson; part of the 

short-lived effort to settle the recently 

unemployed Icelandic railway workers 

on farms. It lasted barely a year.  Daniel 

Silver acquired Lot 3 in 1876 and his son 

John later lived on Lot 2. All 3 lots were 

considered to be farms, at least by Kin-

mount standards!  

Next lots north were occupied by the 

Grogan brothers: Willam (lot 4), John (lot 

5) and Thomas (lot 7). All 3 were most like-

ly veterans, being in their 50s. One of the 

brothers, most likely Thomas, was called 

Major Grogan and abandoned farming to 

become a merchant in the village. The ma-

jor was said to have a small store on the 

Galway side of Bobcaygeon St. All the 

Grogans were gone from the area by the 

1870s. Lot 7 was later occupied by Fred 

Scheffe, noted local story teller, but the rest 

of the lots in Concession A north to Lot 12 

were never occupied.  

Lot 12 was settled by James Pocock, anoth-

er pensioner. The next generation of Po-

cocks moved to Burnt River and then Hali-

burton. The last 3 lots north to the corner of 

County Road 1 were also occupied by army 

pensioners: Charles Maxwell on Lot 13, 

John Bryen on Lot 14 and Edward Harvey 

on Lot 15. This last lot was the site of the 

only business in the Howland Junction area: 

the infamous Springhill Hotel. It was a sim-

ple way-side hotel, crudely built of logs and 

catering to traffic on the Bobcaygeon Road. 

It was strategically situated half way be-

tween Kinmount and Minden. The later 

proprietor was Douglas Kellett. Nasty ru-

mours circulated around the area about 

ñhappeningsò at the Springhill Hotel. It was 

said travellers ñdisappeared mysteriouslyò 

at the Hotel. But nothing was ever proven, 

and such tales were most likely just that: tall 

tales.   

By 1900, the only resident of this section of 

the Road (between lots 6 and 15) was Wil-

liam Stata on Lot 14. The old farm house 

stood until recently when it collapsed. On 

lot 14, a road was built west to Long Lake, 

a small lake at the back of this lot. It was 

used to access a small summer camp operat-

ed by the United Church.  

The Snowdon side of the Road at Howland 

Junction contained better farm land and was 

more intensely settled. The sandy flats 

along the Burnt River were all cleared and 

farmed for several generations. The Burnt 

River cut through the Snowdon Concession 

A lots. Lot 1 was mostly east of the River as 

a big bend of the Burnt cuts close to the 

Road. Lot 1 was patented by John Gilmour. 

Access to the east section of the lot was 

blocked by the River. This lot became part 

of the Stave Factory mill. The actual mill 

was in Somerville Township, but lot 1 

was part of the operations. The various 

mill owners (and there were many!) built 

housing for mill workers on the lot. After 

the mill closed the lot was acquired by 

Graham along with the Somerville prop-

erty and the only remaining evidence of 

the mill: the concrete kilns that sit lonely 

on the bank of the Burnt River. At its 

zenith, the Stave Factory was  a going 

concern, employing dozens of workers. 

A railway siding was laid in the field and 

barrel staves loaded right on the cars. It 

was an ideal setup with the Burnt River 

bringing the logs to its doorstep, and the 

finished products taking the train south 

to market.  

Lot 2 on the Snowdon side was occupied 

by Major-General John Black of his maj-

esties imperial army.  Again most of the 

lot was located east of the river, and nev-

er farmed. The west section was called 

Blackôs Rock after the huge rock face 

that plunges down into the Burnt River. 

The Victoria Railway had to push its 

course between the Rock and the River, 

a daunting task that involved blasting 

rock into the River. It was easier to fill in 

the River side than go over the Rock. 

Blackôs Rock is still quite a sight today. 

In the 1970s, the Victoria Railway was 

closed to traffic north of Kinmount be-

cause of a wash out at Blackôs Rock. 

CNR refused to fix the problem (too 

costly) and the writing was on the wall. 

In a couple of years, the whole line was 

closed and the rails ripped up.  

Lot 3 contained some flat land along the 

River and was a working farm for many 

years. The first settler was James Butts, a 

pensioner. Over the years, it had many 

owners including Robert Mills (a Kin-

mount Lumberman), James Quible and 

the Schultz Family. The Schultzs sold 

asparagus from the farm . Today the lot 

contains a small subdivision of homes 

along the River. 

The actual Howland Junction itself was 

located at the back of Lot 4, Concession 

A.  The first settler on this lot was David 

Chalmers, direct from Glasgow Scot-

land. He later published a book called 

ñAurora Borealisò containing scientific 

observations and a famous poem ñBurnt 

River Streamò about his pioneer life in 

Kinmount. David Chalmers later moved 

Continued on p. 5 
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Presidentôs Levee  

January 1 

 2 - 7 pn  

Kinmount Legion 

Everyone Welcome! 

to Watsonôs Siding, where he ran a 

sawmill and them Burnt River Vil-

lage where he was a shopkeeper.  

Sam Watson replaced David 

Chalmers on Lot 5. He was a rail-

way section worker and station 

agent. The Watson family lived in 

the station house until it burned.  

The next lot was patented by Da-

vidôs brother, Andrew Chalmers. 

Both lots were very sandy, but 

were extensively cleared for farm-

ing. The presence of poor soil was 

noted by the fact David did not stay 

very long, and Andrew was listed 

as a sawmill worker! Today both 

lots are divided into building lots, 

with both riverfront cottages and 

homes. In the 1970s, the Ontario 

Department of Highways built a 

new work yard and shed on the 

highway at Howland Junction. 

Side Roads of Kinmount, continued from p.4 

When the Department of Highways 

restructured in the 1990s, the yard 

was sold to the County of Halibur-

ton which operates from the site 

today.  A forced road called the 

Howland Junction Road was 

opened to the Junction to allow 

access to the Bobcaygeon Road, 

now Haliburton County Road # 

121.  

The next 4 lots in Concession A 

Snowdon were ñfarmableò, but 

barely. They were occupied in 

1861 by Donald MacArthur (lot 6), 

Patrick Carey (lot 7), Richard 

Stewart (lot 8) and John 

McClaughey (lot 9).  The farms 

were later consolidated  under Wil-

liam Hollowell, and the Bowron 

family. Another pocket of good 

land was found near the corner of 

the Lower Dutch Line 

(now County Road 1) and 

the Bobcaygeon Road. 

William Muldoon and  

Charles Taylor occupied 

Lot 14 before 1914. James 

Dawson and Bert Schroter  

resided on Lot 15. The rest 

of Concession A was too 

rough and wild to attract 

settlers.  

 

From top:  Tres-

tle Bridge over 

Kendrickôs 

Creek on the 

Victoria Railway 

Line; The ñnewò 

Turntable; The 

ñoldò Turntable. 
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Soldiers of the Great War 

Thank you to our Volume 7 Patrons

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers  

& is financially dependant on support through advertising & donations. 

 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 7   

Send your donation to: 

Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 38, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    
Email kinmountgazette@hotmail.com  

¶ In memory of Norm Silver & Mike McBride 

¶ In memory of Margaret Holman 

¶ Nancy & Brian Lemire 

¶ Patty Jones 

¶ The Langlois Family 
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705 488 1101 

CLOSED  THURSDAYôS 

The Hardakers were a very patriot-

ic family. Both father (Edward) 

and son (Thomas) joined the CEF 

during World War I. Having father 

and son in the army at the same 

time was a rarity! 

Thomas enlisted first, joining the 

8oth Battalion in October 1915. He 

was 23 years old, born in England 

and lists his next of kin as mother 

Eva.  Sometime during the war, 

Thomas was transferred to the 21st 

Battalion, where he found his fa-

ther Edward. On January 21, 1918 

Tom Hardaker was listed as Killed 

In Action.  He was buried in Aux 

Riety Military Cemetery near Arras 

France. 

Edward Hardaker enlisted in the 

109th battalion in April 1916 at the 

ripe old age of 47 years old! This 

was considered to be ñtoo oldò for 

most enlistments, so why he was 

accepted stirs the imagination. 

Even during conscription that be-

gan in 1918, 40 was considered the 

maximum. But volunteers were 

desperately needed by 1916 and 

Edward Hardaker was a volunteer. 

His attestation papers claimed  

Edward had served 3 years in the 

Prince of Wales Rifles.  

He was born at Barldonôs Green, 

Yorkshire England in 1869. He 

listed his profession as machinist, 

even thought the census lists him 

as a farmer, and was likely em-

ployed in one of the saw mills in 

the town. The Hardaker family 

lived on a farm (Lot 9, Concession 

1 Snowdon) along the Monck 

Road east of town near Conwayôs 

Siding ,on the IB&O line. His next 

of kin was his wife Eva. The 

Hardakers had been married in 

England in 1891 and later moved 

to Canada around 1909. 

Edward returned from the war and 

moved the family to Northfield, 

Vermont in July 1919. Thomasô  

medals and next of kin notification 

were sent to mother Eva, in North-

field Vermont USA.  Thomasô 

name remains etched on the Kin-

mount cenotaph.  

Community Sleigh Rides  

January 17 

12:30 pm  

Pearsonôs Hunt Camp 

Galway Road 

PUBLIC SKATING AT  

KINMOUNT ARENA 

Watch town bulletin boards for info 

 



Last monthôs Spot the Shot was 

the newly carved tree trunk at the 

entrance to Kinmount Fair-

grounds.  

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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 Kinmount Gazette  

TO THE 

$25 per year 

Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or  

E-mail:  kinmountgazette@hotmail.com  

 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 6  $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

 

WHO ARE YOUR ANCESTORS? 

GHHS of Trent Lakes has people to help you! 
ancestry.com is available for research  

Wednesday's 10 - 3 at 110 County Rd. 49 Bobcaygeon  

                            705 - 738 - 0100  

First search free then $5.00 charge applies  

unless you are a member or join at a cost of $15.00 a year.  

Large supply of books & family trees.          
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 GOOD- BYE ONTARIO EARLY YEARS  
PRESCHOOL DROP- IN OUTREACH PROGRAM  

òWeõre glad you came to play!ó 
Monthly visits to Kinmount Community Centre are  

D I S C O N T I N U E D  

Due to lack of attendance  
After 30 years the Mobile Outreach visits to Kinmount for 

preschoolers are discontinued. There are less young families in the area 

and the creation of every day kindergarten also affected attendance 

numbers. The Ontario Early Years Program is mandated to use their 

funding effectively and they can reach more people somewhere else at 

this time but they did state that if 10 different families committed to 

attending they may consider coming back to Kinmount on a regular 

basis. The program makes the transition to school life easier for little 

ones as they learn socialization, sharing, routines and form relationships 

with those they will attend school with, all in the comfort of their care-

giverôs presence.  To add your name to a list of those interested in at-

tending please call Lynne Kilby at 705-488-2919.  The Mobile Out-

reach still visits in Bobcaygeon and there are Early Years Drop In Cen-

tres in Minden & Fenelon for those with transportation.  
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School Sections S.S. #  :  Furnace Falls 

Page 8 

The first school section along the Monck 

Road east of Kinmount was SS #  Snowdon. 

This school section had a very unique set up. 

It covered a very large area, from Kinmount 

all the way to Irondale. The section served 

students in concessions 1- 4 of Snowdon 

Township and the 18th concession of Galway 

Township. It was such a large area that there 

were 2 school houses built with only 1 

teacher! One school stood on lot 10, conces-

sion 18 Galway near the White Lake Road. 

A second school was built near the village of 

Furnace Falls, on the north side of the Iron-

dale River beside the Monck Road bridge. 

Classes were held for half the year at each 

school, so only one school would hold clas-

ses at a time! This was done so children at 

the far ends of the section could attend at 

least half the school year. Long walks tended 

to discourage attendance! 

In 1907 a fire destroyed the Furnace Falls 

school, and the trustees decided to build one 

new structure at a central location. The cor-

ner of the White Lake Road and the Monck 

Road was chosen and a new one room 

school house was built. By this time the iron 

rush was over, the hamlet of Furnace Falls 

was destroyed and the school age population 

had dramatically decreased.  By the 1960s 

Furnace Falls School was closed and the 

students bussed to Kinmount. The Irondale 

School followed suit and also attended the 

new Kinmount School.  A few years later, 

all Snowdon students were withdrawn from 

Kinmount School and bussed to Minden.  

School houses often doubled as community 

centres, and even churches. Kinmount minis-

ters often held services in the schools in the 

days before travel was easy enough for 

church attendees to drive to town. The Rev 

Malcolm Lehigh was the United Church 

minister in Kinmount from 1931-1940. His 

charge was considered a ñmissionò which 

meant he travelled to the smaller hamlets 

outside Kinmount.  In an excerpt from his 

diary he writes: 

ñOne of the schoolhouses where I held week 

night services was Furnace Falls, 7 miles 

east of Kinmount along the IB&O railway. 

Different denominations had held services 

here in the past, but at this time, the people 

of the community were not going to Church 

anywhere. 

I passed the schoolhouse on my way to Iron-

dale and Gooderham and had noticed quite a 

number of children attending. So one day I 

visited the school and asked the pupils how 

they would like a service, and found them all 

eager for one. I then saw the school trustees, 

and getting their consent, began services 

holding them once every week. 

In the winter months I held Bible study clas-

ses after the regular service where I had the 

children memorize important passages from 

the Bible  such as Beatitudes, I Corinthians 

13 and the Ten Commandments. At other 

times I would hold ñGuessing Contestsò, 

testing their knowledge of Bible names, etc. 

On one such occasion I was giving one on 

the names of outstanding persons in the Old 

Testament. It ran like this: 

A den of lions 

A sling and stones 

Long hair 

The answers were Daniel, David and Sam-

son. When I gave out the third, the hand of 

a boy about 16 years of age shot up and he 

was so eager that he yelled, ñI know Mr 

Lehigh, I know!ò 

ñWell what is the name?ô I asked. 

ñBuffalo Billò he triumphantly exclaimed! 

For a moment there was silence. Then the 

older ones burst out laughing, led by me. 

We finally controlled our mirth when we 

saw how disappointed he looked.  

In other news... 

2 feet of snow fell today 

Our New Kinmount Gazette Box: Watsonôs Siding 

Top: the Rock School 

Below: Furnace Falls School 
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Kidsô Corner   
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Fun, Friendship & Adventure! 

Sparks, Brownies & Guides  
Mondays 6:30 pm Kinmount Community Ctr. 

          Call 705.488.2919 for more info 

Kids Drop-in Program  

Kinmount Library 

Tuesdays 11 am - 7 pm 

Themed Stories 

Crafts & Activities 

Christmas Fun  

Around Town  
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Christmas in the Village was 

alive and well once again this 

year. So nice to see so many 

smiling faces at our community 

traditions.   

Today, one of the biggest tradi-

tions of Christmas is Boxing Day 

sales. But why is it called Boxing 

Day? Where did that tradition 

come from?  Could the Christ-

mas Carol ñGood King Wences-

lasò have anything to do with it? 

Read on to find out more! 

Hope you got the best gift of all 

this year by getting to spend time 

with family and friends. All the 

best to you and yours for the 

coming year and as they say ñSee 

you next year!ò 

 

Keep smiling and please  

remember to contact me 

at 705-488-2919 or 

email: 

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca to 

leak information in the Hot 

Stove! 

 

HISTORY OF BOXING DAY 

The second day of Christmas 

(December 26) was originally 

known as the Feast of St. Ste-

phen. St. Stephenôs role as a 

Deacon was to care for the poor. 

St. Stephen's Day was often the 

day for giving gifts of food, mon-

ey, and other items to servants, 

service workers, and the needy.  

Consider the Christmas Carol 

Good King Wenceslas written in 

1853.  

Good King Wenceslas looked out 

on the Feast of Stephen, 

When the snow lay round about, 

deep and crisp and even. 

Brightly shone the moon that 

night, though the frost was cruel, 

When a poor man came in sight, 

gathering winter fuel.  

 

ñHither, page, and stand by me, 

if you know it, telling, 

Yonder peasant, who is he? 

Where and what his dwelling?ò 

ñSire, he lives a good league 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development         

The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby 

hence, underneath the 

mountain, 

Right against the forest fence, by 

Saint Agnesô fountain.ò  

 

ñBring me food and bring me 

wine, bring me pine logs hither, 

Thou and I will see him dine, 

when we bear them thither.ò 

Page and monarch, forth they 

went, forth they went together, 

Through the cold windôs wild 

lament and the bitter weather.  

 

ñSire, the night is darker now, 

and the wind blows stronger, 

Fails my heart, I know not how; I 

can go no longer.ò 

ñMark my footsteps, my good 

page, tread now in them boldly, 

Thou shall find the winterôs rage 

freeze thy blood less coldly.ò  

 

In his masterôs steps he trod, 

where the snow lay dinted; 

Heat was in the very sod which 

the saint had printed. 

Therefore, Christian men, be 

sure, wealth or rank possessing, 

You who now will bless the poor 

shall yourselves find blessing.  

 

Although there is general agree-

ment that the holiday is of British 

origin and it has to do with giv-

ing presents to the less fortunate, 

there is still dispute as to how the 

name came about or precisely 

what unequal relationship is be-

ing recognized.  

At various times, the following 

"origins" have been loudly as-

serted as the correct one: 

Centuries ago, ordinary members 

of the merchant class gave boxes 

chucked into boxes, one box for 

each family, to make carrying 

away the results of this annual 

restocking easier; thus, the day 

came to be known as "Boxing 

Day." 

Many years ago, on the day after 

Christmas, servants in Britain 

carried boxes to their masters 

when they arrived for the day's 

work. It was a tradition that on 

this day all employers would put 

coins in the boxes as a special 

end-of-the-year gift. In a closely-

related version of this explana-

tion, apprentices and servants 

would on that day get to smash 

open small earthenware boxes 

left for them by their masters. 

These boxes would house small 

sums of money specifically left 

for them.  

 

This dual-versioned theory melds 

the two previous ones together 

into a new form ð namely, the 

employer who was obligated to 

hand out something on Boxing 

Day, but this time to recipients 

who were not working the land 

for him and thus 

were not dependent on him for all 

they wore and ate. The "box" 

thus becomes something beyond 

ordinary compensation (in a way 

goods to landed serfs was not), 

yet it's also not a gift in that 

there's nothing voluntary about it. 

Under this theory, the boxes are 

an early form of Christmas bo-

nus, something employees see as 

their entitlement. 

Boxes in churches for seasonal 

donations to the needy were 

opened on Christmas Day, and 

the contents distributed by the 

clergy the following day. The 

contents of this alms box origi-

of food and fruit to 

tradespeople and servants the 

day after Christmas in an an-

cient form of Yuletide tip. 

These gifts were an expression 

of gratitude to those who 

worked for them, in much the 

same way that one now tips 

the paperboy an extra $20 at 

Christmastime or slips the 

building's superintendent a 

bottle of fine whisky. Those 

long-ago gifts were done up in 

boxes, hence the day coming 

to be known as "Boxing Day." 

Christmas celebrations in the 

old days entailed bringing 

everyone together from all 

over a large estate, thus creat-

ing one of the rare instances 

when everyone could be found 

in one place at one time. This 

gathering of his extended fam-

ily, so to speak, presented the 

lord of the manor with a ready

-made opportunity to easily 

hand out that year's stipend of 

necessities. Thus, the day after 

Christmas, after all the party-

ing was over and it was almost 

time to go back to far-flung 

homesteads, serfs were pre-

sented with their annual allot-

ment of practical goods. Who 

got what was determined by 

the status of the worker and 

his relative family size, with 

spun cloth, leather goods, du-

rable food supplies, tools, and 

whatnot being handed out. 

Under this explanation, there 

was nothing voluntary about 

this transaction; the lord of the 

manor was obligated to supply 

these goods. The items were 

Accounting/Bookkeeping 

Government Remittances 

Payroll 

Personal Tax Returns 

P.O.S. System Set-up 

Small Business Set-up 

 

All at REASONABLE RATES 

BCH Tax Preparation  

3235 County Road 121 
R.R. #2 Burnt River ON 

K0M 1C0 

Barry Heaton  

Phone 705-488-2228 
Mobile 705-340-3942 
Fax 705-488-3160 

bchtaxpreparation@bellhnet.ca 
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nated with the ordinary folks in 

the parish who were under no 

direct obligation to provide 

anything at all and were cer-

tainly not tied to the recipients 

by a employer/employee rela-

tionship. In this case, the "box" 

in "Boxing Day" comes from 

that one gigantic lockbox the 

donations were left in. 

More elaborate versions of this 

origin involve boxes kept on 

sailing ships: 

The title has been derived by 

some, from the box which was 

kept on board of every vessel 

that sailed upon a distant voy-

age, for the reception of dona-

tions to the priest ð who, in 

return, was expected to offer 

masses for the safety of the 

expedition, to the particular 

saint having charge of the ship 

ð and above all, of the box. 

The box was not to be opened 

until the return of the vessel; 

and we can conceive that, in 

cases where the mariners had 

had a perilous time of it, this 

casket would be found to en-

close a tolerable offering. The 

mass was at that time called 

Christmass, and the boxes kept 

to pay for it were, of course, 

called Christmass-boxes. The 

poor, amongst those who had 

an interest in the fate of these 

ships, or of those who sailed in 

them, were in the habit of beg-

ging money from the rich, that 

they might contribute to the 

mass boxes; and hence the title 

which has descended to our day, 

giving to the anniversary of St 

Stephen's martyrdom the title of 

Christmas-boxing day, and, by 

corruption, its present popular 

one of Boxing Day. 

Whichever theory one chooses 

to back, the one thread common 

to all is the theme of one-way 

provision to those not inhabiting 

the same social level. As men-

tioned previously, equals ex-

changed gifts on Christmas Day 

or before, but lessers (be they 

tradespeople, employees, serv-

ants, serfs, or the generic "poor") 

received their "boxes" on the day 

after. It is to be noted that the 

social superiors did not receive 

anything back from those they 

played Lord Bountiful to: a gift 

in return would have been seen 

as a presumptuous act of laying 

claim to equality, the very thing 

Boxing Day was an entrenched 

bastion against. Boxing Day 

was, after all, about preserving 

class lines.  

THANK YOU SANTA 

We know it is a very busy time 

of year for you Santa so we 

would like you to know how 

much we appreciate you taking 

the time to attend our Christmas 

community events.  

THANKS BRUCE 

The tunes were great at Break-

fast with Santa thanks to Music 

Man Bruce Boswell! You rock! 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

AUSTIN HILL 

Austin was the lucky winner of a 

set of Rudolph Read Along 

Books donated by Kinmount 

Artisans Marketplace for the 

Kids Christmas Draw at Christ-

mas in the Village.   
ARTISANS MARKETPLACE 

CLOSED FOR JANUARY 

As per tradition Kinmount Arti-

sans Marketplace closes itôs door 

for the month of January.  

Refreshed & restocked the Mar-

ketplace will open Fridays, Sat-

urdays & Sundays 10 am to 4pm 

beginning in February.  

NEW YEARôS  

CELEBRATIONS 

The fun begins at 7 pm at Kin-

mount Legion with a New 

Yearôs Eve Potluck Party.  

Music, dancing games, food & 

friendship are all part of what 

the evening is about. Then on 

Jan. 1 come back to the Legion 

for the New Yearôs Day Presi-

dentôs Levee from 2 pm to 7 pm.  

All welcome. Admission free.  

COMMUNITY  

SLEIGH RIDES 

Jing-a-ling! Come dashing 

through the snow on Saturday, 

January 17. The fun begins at 

12:30 pm at Pearsonôs Hunt 

Camp on Galway Road. Enjoy 

sleigh rides & bonfire with food 

& warmth also offered inside 

the cabin. Minimal cost and all 

proceeds go to support a com-

munity project each year.  

MORE WINTER FUN! 

KINMOUNT WINTERFEST 

Mark your calendars! The event 

kicks off Saturday evening Feb-

ruary 21 with the annual Family 

Snowflake Ball at Kinmount 

Community Centre. Lots of 

music, fun games & prizes! On 

Sunday start your day with a 

Pancake Breakfast at the Com-

munity Centre. For winter fun, 

skating & sleigh rides come up 

to Kinmount Arena at Kin-

mount Fairgrounds. Make a 

cardboard toboggan and enter 

the Downhill Dash. Check out 

the displays and cozy up around 

the bonfire.   

PAUL SILVER  

P.O. Box 286 

Kinmount, On  

K0M 2A0 

 
Merry 

Christmas & 

Happy  

New Year! 

Now booking interior work projects 

FOR ALL YOUR RENOVATION NEEDS 

(705) 488 -2919  
E-mail:  paul.silver@sympatico.ca 

Coffee anyone? Service with a smile by Julie Austin at the 

Pancake Breakfast with Santa.  

Music is not the only 

talent of our Music Man 

friend Bruce Boswell.  

He made this creation at 

the Pancake Breakfast 

with Santa. Bruce says 

his mother always told 

him not to play with his 

food. Seems he didnôt 

take the advice to seri-

ously.  Thanks to Bruce 

for these pics too.  

Another of his many 

talents! 



UPCOMING EVENTS 

Dec. 31 New Yearôs Eve Potluck Party 7 pm 

at Kinmount Legion. Free admission.  

Jan. 1 Presidentôs Levee 2 - 7  pm at Kin-

mount Legion. 

Jan. 15 Free Computer Workshop 2 - 5 pm 

at Kinmount Public Library. Call to 705-488-

3199 to book appointment.  

Jan. 17 Friends of the Library Book 

Sale 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. lower level  

Kinmount Public Library. 

Jan. 17 Community Sleigh Rides 12:30 pm 

Pearsonôs Hunt Camp, Galway Road. 

Jan. 21 Big Buck Bid Euchre 11:00 a.m. at 

Legion. Cost $10 includes lunch.  

Jan. 22 Tai Chi Open House 10 am - noon at 

Galway Hall.  
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Tai Chi Mondays & Thursdays, 10am -  noon 

at Galway Hall. 

Ontario Early Years 3rd Monday monthly 

DISCONTINUED Kinmount Community 

Ctr. 

Seniors Cards Potluck Lunch, 12:30 p.m. 

Mondays Bid Euchre at 1 pm at Kinmount 

Legion.   

Sparks, Brownies, Guides & Pathfinders 

Mondays 6:30 p.m.  - 8:00 p.m. Kinmount 

Community Ctr. Call 705-488-2919 for info.  

Messy Church 3rd Tuesday monthly St. 

James Anglican Church. Stories, crafts, food. 

Kinmount Public Library Hours:  

Tues. & Thurs 11am - 7 pm, Sat. 9 am - 1 pm 

Sea Cadets Tuesdays 6:15 pm - 9:30 pm  

Coboconk Legion. 

Kinmount Playschool Wednesdays or 

Thursdays 10 am - noon at Kinmount Com-

munity Centre. Call 705-488-3044 to confirm 

day.  

Cards Wednesdays 7 p.m. Irondale Commu-

nity Centre. Donation $2 appreciated. Potluck 

snacks. 

Knitting Club Thursdays 1 p.m. No experi-

ence needed. St James Anglican Church. 

Yoga Thursdays, 5:30 pm -  7 pm at Kin-

mount Community Centre. $9.00 per session.  

Friday Night Bingo 6:45 p.m. Royal  

Canadian Legion., $300.00 Must Go Jackpot. 

Kids Zone Sundays, 11am Kinmount Baptist 

Church.  

This vibrantly coloured rug hooked picture was created with loving 

hands by Ken Hyams and graces a wall at St. James Anglican 

Church Hall.  The Gazetteôs Yvette Brauer visits with Santa. 

Letter to the Editor 

I was reading the Kinmount Gazette and 

noticed that there are a few books out of 

print that the Gazette wants.  Such as...Roses 

and Thorns, Railroad Recollections,  

Muskoka and Haliburton 1615-1875, The 

Early Settlement of the Town and County of 

Peterborough. I looked all these books up on 

amazon.com and they are all availa-

ble.  Thought you would like to know this.   

I really enjoy the Kinmount Gazette and 

look forward to it every month. Thanks for 

everyoneôs hard work in preparing the paper. 

Carol Swinson Jarvis 

ITôS GONE!!! 

Viva la difference! The entrance to town 

looks so much more appealing now that 

Kinmountôs ñblue eyesoreò is gone. The 

property was recently purchased by Pat-

rick Healey of Kinmount House Bed & 

Breakfast. Thanks to Patrick for making 

such a huge difference in our communi-

ty.  Once a thriving corner store and gas 

station, with a home that even included 

an elevator, the building had been aban-

doned for several years and had gradual-

ly fallen into major disarray causing safe-

ty and visual concerns.  A beautiful view 

of the river is visible now that the build-

ing has been removed.  Guests at Kin-

mount House are bound to enjoy the 

view and so will everyone else as they 

crest the bend coming into town.  It was 

a long time coming but finally it hap-

pened. Kinmountôs blue eyesore is gone! 


