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Christmas in the Village 2013 

Christmas at White Lake in the 1930ôs 

Doug Thomson grew up in the White Lake 

settlement in the 1900s. It was the height of 

the Great Depression and times were difficult. 

White Lake was a very isolated community 

and often ñshut downò for much of the winter. 

But area and era didnôt dampen the Christmas 

spirit for a young boy. 

ñChristmas, as for most children, was a major 

highlight of the year for me, especially when I 

still ñbelievedò in Santa. The excitement be-

gan to build in early November, with my letter 

to Santa, mailed to him at the T. Eaton Com-

pany in Toronto, where he would arrive 

from the North Pole around mid-

November. My letter would express how 

well behaved I had been all year. I was 

allowed to request two items, which I had 

spent many hours pondering over in the toy 

section of the Eatonôs catalogue. My letter 

would always end with my promise that 

there would be cookies left for him on 

Christmas Eve (no milk-it would freeze!). 

A reply would come from Santa in a few 

weeks, assuring me he would do his best to 

deliver on my requests. It was an excit-

ing day when I received my reply from 

Santa.  

I knew Santa couldnôt possibly come 

down  the chimney, but rather through 

the door in the kitchen. The Christmas 

tree was always located in the living 

room, but the cookies were left on a 

plate on the kitchen table, with a note 

expressing my hope that he had left 

what I requested.  

Continued on page 4 

Christmas in the Village 

Events were all well  

attended.  

Clockwise from top left:  

The Annual Tree Lighting 

Ceremony;  Noah gets the 

Loonie Auctioneerôs atten-

tion at his first Loonie Auc-

tion; Gerard Pearson of 

Mash Hill Ranch supplied 

the transportation around 

town as the kids searched 

for Kinnie the Elf  



took a bend to the west of the 

actual county boundary to avoid 

Lake Scogog and find the best 

site for a bridge across the Non-

quon. Thus most of the village 

was located on the Reach 

Township side of the road. The 

bridge was a natural spot for a 

village site, and settlers were 

present as early as 1830. The 

earliest structures were a hotel, 

a blacksmith and a general 

store.  There was also a sawmill 

on the Nonquon River, but the 

Lindsay dam raised the water 

levels on Lake Scugog and 

made operating the sawmill 

difficult.  

The original name for the set-

tlement was Nonquon, after the 

river. When a post office was 

opened in 1858, the name 

Sonya was adopted. For some 

reason, the Sonya post office 

was moved up the road in 1861 

to the current hamlet of Sonya. 

A new post office was acquired 

in 1871 and this time the name 

Seagrave was adopted. 

Seagrave is the name of a vil-

lage in Leicester, England. 

In 1876 Seagrave became a 

station on the Whitby-Port Per-

ry-Lindsay Railway.  Originally 

this line went only as far as Port 

Perry, where steamboats contin-

ued the trip on to Lindsay. But 

due to many factors such as 

weather , water levels and win-

ter, the railway was continued 

north until at Manilla Junction, 

it turned abruptly east and went 

on to Lindsay. The railway 

continued to service the area 

until the 1940s.  

Seagrave, like many crossroads 

communities in Ontario, lan-

guished in the 20th Century as 

larger centres such as Port Per-

ry attracted business and com-

merce. But in the later decades, 

Seagrave has become a bed-

room community. Several sub-

divisions have ringed the old 

village in both Mariposa and 

Reach Townships.  

Sonya 

A mere 2 miles north of 

Seagrave on Simcoe Street lies 

the hamlet of Sonya. The ham-

let also straddles the county 

line and is divided between 

Brock Township and Mariposa 

Township. It was another 

crossroads hamlet with the usu-

al hotel, blacksmith, general 

store, school, church, etc.  The 

name Sonia is thought to be 

Gaelic for good fortune.  The 

title was first applied to 

Seagrave, but when the post 

master from Sonya (Seagrave) 

moved up the road, he took the 

name with him!  Sonya was not 

on a major stream for mills, so 

steam power was used for its 

saw and small grist mill .The 

earliest businesses catered to 

travelers on Simcoe Street. In 

1877, it too was graced with a 

flag stop on the Whitby-Port 

Perry-Lindsay Railway.  The 
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Friends and Neighbours: Seagrave and Sonya 
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Simcoe Street is an important 

road that straddles the bound-

ary between Victoria County 

(now City of Kawartha 

Lakes) and Ontario County 

(now part of Durham  Re-

gion). This boundary Road 

was a very early pioneer road 

running between Whitby Har-

bour and the northern town-

ships of old Ontario County. 

Since it was opened early in 

the pioneer era (circa 1830s), 

many pioneer hamlets sprang 

up along this road with sec-

tions in both counties. Simcoe 

St formed the boundary be-

tween the counties from Lake 

Scugog just north of Port Per-

ry all the way north to Rama 

Township near Orillia. In 

1974, as a result of a series on 

municipal changes, Ontario 

County was officially dis-

solved. Most of its townships 

(Whitby, Pickering, Reach, 

Uxbridge, Scott, Scogog, 

Brock & Thorah ) were amal-

gamated into Durham Region, 

while the northernmost  two 

townships (Mara & Rama) 

joined Simcoe County. 

Seagrave and Sonya  (along 

with Manilla) were 3 commu-

nities that straddled the border 

between Mariposa Township 

and Brock Township. 

Seagrave 

Seagrave grew up at the spot 

where Simcoe Street crossed 

the Nonquon River. The road 

hamlet served a prosperous farming 

area; providing such services as 

blacksmith, wagon maker, harness 

shop, copper, tailor, implement deal-

er and feed mill.  

Sonya also featured several lodges or 

organizations including the Sons of 

Scotland, Patrons of Industry, Sons 

of Temperance and a Womenôs Insti-

tute. It even had its own brass march-

ing band. Today Sonya is just a few 

houses on a crossroads. 
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A little piece of history!  

Beautiful Glossy Colour Photos 

Community & Event Information 

$3.00 each or 2 for $5.00 

Kinmount Artisans Marketplace  

Austin Lumber 

Kinvale Restaurant  

Gateway General Store & Cafe 

Back Row:  Lexie Vahey and Alyssa 

Bogardis;   

Middle Row:  Rachel Scott; Natasha 

Austin and Amelia Austin;         

Front Row:  Julianna Austin.  

Congratulations to Rachel who is 

off to the Canadian Dressage 

Championships  near Ottawa 

On Saturday December 7, 2013 in Midland, Ontario, the Haliburton 

County Red Wolves Special Olympic Curling Team participated in the 

first of three Tankard play downs. Teams from Toronto, Barrie, Orillia, 

Hamilton, Haliburton and Midland competed. The Red Wolves came in 

first out of 10 teams. L to R  Skylar Pratt, Minden, Trevor Brauer and 

Brent Leffering. Kinmount. Dawn Piercey Algonquin Highlands.  If the 

team is successful in all 3 tankards they will qualify to go to the Winter 

Special Olympics in 2015! 

Victoria Pony Club Takes Home Honours 

Kinmount Agricultural Society  
(Kinmount Fair Board) 
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