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Friends and Neighbours:  Harwood, Goreôs Landing and Rice Lake 
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Rice Lake is a large lake on 

the Trent Canal that forms the 

southern boundary of Peter-

borough County. The Otona-

bee River flows into the west 

end of the lake and flows out 

the east end as the Trent Riv-

er; basically making Rice 

Lake a flooded section of the 

River. The Lake is 5 km wide 

by 32 km long. The lake is 

rather shallow, with a maxi-

mum depth of only 27 feet. 

The south side of the lake is 

the Oak Ridges Moraine 

which drains into Lake Ontar-

io. This height of land plays a 

big part in the history of the 

lake. 

The lake was named after the 

large beds of wild rice that 

covered the lake. Wild Rice is 

native to Canada and grows in 

shallow lakes. It was very 

popular with the local natives, 

who gathered along its shores 

in the fall to harvest the rice. 

They deftly paddled their ca-

noes among the rice, bent 

over the stalks into the canoe 

and threshed the stalks drop-

ing the rice into the bottom of 

the canoe. When the canoe 

was full, the rice was taken to 

shore and slow roasted over a 

fire to cure it. The resulting 

staple was stored for winter 

use.  

The wild or brown rice was 

gathered by natives at Rice 

Lake from time immemorial. 

Serpent Mounds is an ancient 

(2,000 years old) burial 

mound on the north shore of 

Rice Lake. It was not a per-

manent settlement, but rather 

a burial site where intern-

ments occurred likely once a 

year. The natives of the area 

would descend on the site 

from miles around to cele-

brate the Festival of the Dead. 

Likely this ceremony was 

held in the Fall when the rice 

harvest was ready.  

The early settlers were eager 

buyers of wild rice, and many 

local natives were only too hap-

py to provide the supply. How-

ever in 1839 a dam was built at 

Crooks Rapids (now Hastings) to 

hold the high water levels of 

spring and assist the lumber in-

dustry. This raised the water 

level on Rice Lake by several 

feet and destroyed most the rice 

beds. The water levels became 

too deep for rice to grow. About 

the same time, and as result of 

higher water levels, carp began 

to infest the Lake. These scaven-

gers ate the young rice shoots 

and further degraded the rice 

beds. Today, only a fraction of 

the rice beds have survived. 

Wild rice also grows in patches 

on other of the Kawartha Lakes, 

including Sturgeon and Pigeon 

Lakes. It is still harvested today 

by the local natives who kept the 

rights to harvest wild rice when 

they signed the various treaties 

in the early 1800s. 

The earliest settlers to Peterbor-

ough, Victoria and Haliburton 

Counties arrived via Rice Lake. 

The Lake was only a few miles 

from the ñportsò of Cobourg, 

Port Hope and Colborne on Lake 

Ontario. Travelling overland, 

these settlers embarked at ñlocal 

portsò such as 

Bewdley, Har-

wood and 

Goreôs Land-

ing for a trip 

by water up 

the Otonabee 

River to points 

north along 

the Kawartha 

Lakes. The boats used were a 

variety of crude vessels such as 

scows, barges, canoes and what-

ever floated and could hold peo-

ple or baggage. Steam boats only 

appeared in the 1860s, when 

railways had bypassed the lake.  

Peterborough was only a dayôs 

row from the south side of Rice 

Lake. Never the less, these trips 

were arduous and difficult. A 

ñPlank Road was built in 1846 to 

facilitate all the traffic going 

north. Goreôs Landing was found-

ed to be the terminus or port of the 

Plank Road. This road was sur-

faced not by gravel, but by 3ò 

wooden planks. The planks were 

plentiful and cheap, but the Road 

was a disaster! The planks rotted 

quite quickly, frost heaved them 

every spring and the Road required 

constant care. After a few years, it 

was in such bad shape, it was 

simply abandoned!  

So when railway technology be-

came common in the 1840s, one of 

the first plans was for a railway 

from Cobourg to Harwood to carry 

traffic from Cobourg to the shores 

of Rice Lake and beyond. The sto-

ry of the Cobourg to Peterborough 

or Rice Lake Railway will be told 

separately. Simply put the Railway 

failed, the citizens of Cobourg lost 

a ton of money, and to make mat-

ters worse, rival Port Hope pushed 

the first railway north to Lindsay 

in the 1850s! The ñportsò along 

Rice Lake were bypassed by the 

new Iron Horse and business col-

lapsed.  

But all was not lost! Rice Lake 

was still the beautiful scenic gem it 

always was, and tourism became 

the number one industry along the 

south shore. Rice Lake is also fa-

mous for its fishing. Pickerel, 

Muskies and Bass are the most 

common species. The fish habi-

tat of the lake is ideal for warm 

water species. The habitat is so 

ideal, it was claimed Rice Lake 

contained the most fish per 

square mile of any lake in Ontar-

io. 

Harwood 

Harwood was the ñportò on the 

south shore of Rice Lake where 

the Rice Lake railway started to 

cross the lake. The area was pur-

chased in 1828 by a Montreal 

merchant named Robert Har-

wood and was a port for the wa-

ter routes up the Otonabee to 

Peterborough. The railway 

reached Harwood village in 

1854 which set off an economic 

boom. But the railway was 

closed in 1862 and the boom 

went bust. However, the railway 

line still existed and Harwood 

became the terminus for the 

Cobourg Line. The local sawmill 

closed in 1895 and the railway 

line was discontinued. Today 

Harwood is a tourist centre. 

Goreôs Landing 

Gores Landing was the terminus 

Continued on p. 17 
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Railways were a complicated 

business. There were many 

jobs and departments to a rail-

way company. The trains 

themselves had such staff as 

engineers, brakemen, conduc-

tors, etc. Railway stations had 

their agents. The central de-

pots or yards had specialized 

staff to assemble trains and 

load and unload. There were 

also mechanics and staff to 

repair and maintain all the 

rolling stock. And of course, 

each railway had its section 

crews. 

These were the staff who 

maintained and repaired the 

rail line itself. Their jobs in-

cluded replacing rotting wood-

en ties, adjusting the iron rails 

to keep them level, replacing 

iron rail sections, repairing 

washouts, cutting brush and 

other vegetation and shoveling 

snow as needed. Section gangs 

were assigned to sections or 

stretches of track and usually 

consisted of a section foreman 

and 3-4 section hands or 

workers. A section was be-

tween 5 and 10 miles of track. 

On the Victoria Railway, there 

was a section gang at Fenelon 

Falls, Fellôs Station, Burnt 

River, Kinmount, Gelert and 

Haliburton. Each gang was 

based at a station, primarily 

because there were buildings 

to store equipment, they could 

assist the station staff and 

housing was available for the 

crew. In the small towns along 

this line, jobs on the railway 

were steady employment com-

pared to lumbering and farm-

ing. Railway work could take 

many forms, but for the work-

ing man, section hand was 

good employment. The posi-

tion of section foreman was a 

step up the employment lad-

der. This position was actually 

considered a ñskilled jobò 

unlike gang workers who were 

often casual labourers. Fore-

man could be transferred 

Meet Me At the Station, Part 2 

705-488-1349 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  
 

around the lines, similar to station 

agents. Good foreman were often 

seconded to oversee large repair 

operations and took pride in their 

craft.  

Work was often hard on the sec-

tion gang. Wooden ties were re-

placed without completely lifting 

a section of rail. Gravel or cinder 

stone needed to be added or re-

placed on a regular basis. Wash-

outs were a problem, and the track 

had to be regularly patrolled. It 

was embarrassing if a derailment 

occurred on your section; and 

especially so if it was the result of 

poor maintenance or lack of vigi-

lance.  

Snow plows were attached to the 

engine of the train itself and did 

all the plowing. But occasionally 

the snow drifts were so deep, the 

train became stuck or just couldnôt 

break through the drift. Then the 

section gang, often reinforced 

with casual shovelers, were re-

quired to clear the drift by hand! It 

was a hard, but necessary job. The train 

plowed the main track, but the section 

crew had to clear snow from the switches 

by hand. They were also required to 

shovel snow from the station yards and 

all buildings. Before the roads were snow 

plowed (1930s), the railway was the only 

way in or out of most communities in the 

dead of winter.  

In summer, heat would often cause the 

iron rails to expand and warp out of 

shape. This could lead to the hated derail-

ment! The section crew were sometimes 

forced to replace the warped rail with a 

new section of rail, not an easy task as 

the rail sections were 39 feet long and 

weighed 15-29 pounds per foot. Heavy 

freight trains put a lot of stress on the 

rails, and often the rails had to be 

shimmed to keep the track level. Usually 

there was a time crunch as well as the 

trains passed the spot several times a day. 

It required scheduling and timing to keep 

the track open. Weeds and brush growing 

along the track was another issue. Even 

the gravel shoulders did not prevent 

Mother Nature from re-foresting its for-

mer domain; it just slowed it down!  

Continued on page 4 

Spreading chemical killers was some-
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Meet Me At the Station, Part 2 

          F`hkôr Bq`es Bqd`shnmr 

            Knitting & So Much More 

4084 Country Rd. 121 (Main Street) 

            Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0 

705 457 7103 

army draft during WW II !  

In 1948 eighteen year old Grenville was 

working on a hydro power line at Norland 

when the following happened: 

ñOne evening Sandy Martin-CN Railway 

Roadmaster and Malcolm Sedgewick-Relief 

Foreman at Fenelon Falls, drove over to 

Norland and put the ñHEAVY HANDò on 

me. I had spent time in 1947 working as a 

relief Sectionman and had experience ï plus 

they were offering me a raise! I knew and 

liked Malcolm-plus Charlie Cruikshank-the 

regular section man on the gang was a true 

ñgentlemanò and good to work with. Charlie 

lived in the old Victoria Railway section 

house at Fenelon (a flag stop), timetable 

155. Fenelon Falls on Cameron Lake was a 

great place to spend the summer!  

We had to run a Spur into a gravelly hill 

along the lake with a steam shovel brought 

by train out of Lindsay every day. We had 

the Lindsay, Cameron, Fenelon Falls and 

Burnt River section crews all working on 

ballasting and installing new ties from just 

north of Lindsay to just south of Kinmount 

(30 miles). Carmen Woods, section foreman 

from Burnt River, was the gang Foreman 

and ran the showò. 

Grenville stayed on the section gang and 

continues, 

In November 1948, I rolled the last spiking 

hammer over my shoulder and drove my 

last spike someplace between Watsonôs 

Siding and Kinmount. I walked into the 

railway station at Kinmount, cold and tired, 

saw the well-dressed (and warm!) station 

agent behind the desk (the famous Bob 

Blair) and thought óThis is the job for meô!ò 

Two years later Grenville graduated as a 

professional trained in ñrailroading and te-

legraphyò.  

He retired  

after a satisfy-

ing career 

working on 

times used, but in the ñold daysò, cutting by 

hand was the default means. Scythes were 

used to remove grass and weeds. Axes and 

cross-cut hand saws took out deadfalls and 

larger brush. Oil spraying was one solution, 

and some crews used mowers or grass cut-

ters attached to railway vehicles: much the 

same as farmersô hay mowers.  It seemed 

the section crew were constantly at war with 

Mother Nature.  

The tools of a section crew included special 

tools to lift and moves rails and sledge ham-

mers to drive spikes (used to hold the rails 

down) into the ties. The image of a section 

crew driving spikes is a common one 

among railroad lore. The invaluable shovel 

was another common tool. But getting 

around on the line required specialized ma-

chinery. The early section crews used hand-

pumper cars, with the crew pushing the car 

by hand up and down the line. Then a veli-

ciopede was introduced; actually a 3 

wheeled bicycle for railway tracks. The 

hand pumped car was eventually replaced 

by a gas-powered car. Finally, pick up 

trucks were converted to travel the rails. 

The section crew had to judge their time 

carefully to avoid being caught on the tracks 

when the next train rambled by! They could 

use convenient sidings or they could simply 

pick up the hand car and lift it off the track! 

Grenville Schrader, local railway historian, 

came from a railway family. His father was 

a section foreman, starting out at Gelert and 

Haliburton gangs before being transferred to 

the Irondale section gang on the old IB&O. 

The Irondale section foreman (Charles 

Woermke) had retired and an experienced 

section foreman was needed to replace him. 

By the way, the position of section foreman 

often came with dwelling accommodations 

as part of the position! So important was the 

position of railway section foreman, that 

Grenvilleôs father was classified as an 

ñessential workerò and not eligible for the 

the railway (CN) in 1986.  

Of all the employees and operations that 

kept the railway going, the hard-working 

section gang was arguably the most im-

portantΗ 
Bob Hanthorn and Happy on ñJiggerò, 

part of the Section Crew; Train stuck in a 

snowdrift between Kinmount and Burnt 

River 

 

JANUARY HIGH FIVE CLUB 

BELATED HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Brian Snoddon, Chris Snoddon, Lila Shaw 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
John Austin, Jr., Shane Rankin, Jane Austin, Diane Austin 

Patti Dudman, Michele Webb, Ann Marie Hancock, Romeo Paradis, 

Carter, Lynn Simmons, Katrina Hartin, Candy Bowman, Gwen Mertin 

Gillian Pearson, Susan Pearson, Sandra Countryman 

Fred Simmons, Kristin Lee, Veronica Johnston Legge, Mia Crego 

HAPPY 92nd BIRTHDAY 
Joe McNamara 

BELATED HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 
John & Elaine Windrum, Claude & Lisa Crego 

Give Your High Five by Friday January 15,  for the February edition 

kinmountgazette@hotmail.com 
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Letters to the Editor 

Trent Lakes is the best little Mu-

nicipality in Ontario or at least it 

was until the new Council took 

control with their slate of mem-

bers. It appears they only represent 

one corner of Trent Lakes. Most 

votes I notice are four to one that 

bothers me but that is not my real 

concern. I am concerned that this 

Council has devalued the many 

volunteers in the community. They 

have stopped insuring these volun-

teers and have asked them to buy 

their own insurance. I only know 

of one claim for insurance on our 

centers and that was a user not a 

volunteer. I can understand not 

covering liquor sales in their blan-

ket policy. The party who chooses 

to have alcohol served can get their 

own insurance. It will mean that 

the local volunteer bar tenders will 

have to obtain their own insurance 

or perhaps just not work the bar.  I 

donôt know what they are trying to 

prove but a conversation with a 

local lawyer has said that the Mu-

nicipality is responsible for any 

accidents on their property, also it 

was said that any liquor violations 

would also come back on the own-

er of the property, and the last time 

I looked the three community cen-

ters are the property of the Munici-

pality, they will just have to pay 

out of operating money and also 

pay lawyers when they get sued. 

Doesnôt make much sense to me I 

would think it costs more that way. 

They have contributed tax payer 

money to the Boyd Island project, 

will that make them part owners of 

the new Park. If so they better 

make sure they have insurance to 

cover the Island. I also notice they 

have asked the Kawartha Conser-

vation Authority to do a partial 

lake plan, this surprises me as the 

new Mayor was against the Con-

servation Authority doing anything 

in Trent Lakes. I also notice the 

Blue Canoe project is getting in-

volved within the Municipality 

thatôs a good thing, I sure hope the 

residents on the Lakes listen and 

follow the suggested advice of this 

group.  

 

Most Municipalities value their 

volunteers but this one seems to 

think they can operate without 

them. Remember we are one Mu-

nicipality and all should be treated 

the same. What is the saving by 

cancelling the volunteer insur-

ance, probably less than $10,000. 

 

I also notice the Greater Harvey 

Heritage Society is contemplating 

a move to Kinmount in Kawartha 

Lakes, nice move Council, another 

group of volunteers not needed. 

They will at least be covered by 

Insurance. 

 

Don LaCombe 

FREE FAMILY SNOWFLAKE BALL  
6:30 - 9:00 pm Sat. Feb. 20  

Kinmount Community Centre  
KINMOUNT WINTERFEST Feb. 21  

Breakfast Community Centre  
Events at Fairgrounds  

Friends of Galway (FOG) enjoyed a seasonal pot luck.  Interested people 

can join the next meeting March 18th 7 PM at the Galway Hall 
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Burnt River Library Slated for Closure 

VOLUME 8 IS HERE!  
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 8 Patrons 

     Janice & Buck Thibideau    Jack Holman  

     The Langlois Family                     Brian & Nancy Lemire 
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on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  
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P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Daniels Dandy Den  

Featuring Worldôs Smallest Bookshop 

ðððððððððððððððð 
¶ Self Serve Open 24 Hrs 

¶ One Price Only - $3.00 

¶ Old Paper 

¶ Large Selection of Topics 

¶ Recent & Old Fiction 

Proprietors: 

Gord & June Daniels 

3 Miles East of Kinmount 

#803 Hwy. 503 

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

The Burnt River branch of the City 

Of Kawartha Lakes Library service 

has been designated for closure 

under a review of city services. 

This library was one of 3 libraries 

that have been designated surplus. 

The Burnt River branch library is 

located in the old school building 

and shares a home with the Post 

Office and the Fire Department. 

Prior to moving to the current site 

in 2000, the library was located 

across the street in a small busi-

ness.  

The loss of the Burnt River Library 

is another step in the withdrawal of 

services in the small communities in 

our area. Recently the Greater Har-

vey Historical Society lost its Herit-

age Centre site and is in hibernation. 

Baddow Fire Hall recently shared 

the same fate. The City of Kawartha 

Lakes review of services will mean 

other communities will be faced 

with similar closures. Stay tuned for 

further announcements about our 

area. 

Under the Red Roof: Our Community Centre  

 



Last monthôs Spot the Shot:  

Looking through the White Lake Dam 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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Happy New Year Everyone!  I 

thought an interesting way to ring in 

the New Year would be to take a few 

words from worldly spokesperson 

Mark Twain, who certainly had a few 

thoughts about this auspicious cele-

bration... 

"New Year's Day--Now is the  

accepted time to make your regular 

annual good resolutions. Next week 

you can begin paving hell with them 

as usual. Yesterday, everybody 

smoked his last cigar, took his last 

drink, and swore his last oath. Today, 

we are a pious and exemplary com-

munity. Thirty days from now, we 

shall have cast our reformation to the 

winds and gone to cutting our ancient 

shortcomings considerably shorter 

than ever. We shall also 

reflect pleasantly upon 

how we did the same old 

thing last year about this time. 

However, go in, community. New 

Year's is a harmless annual insti-

tution, of no particular use to any-

body save as a scapegoat for pro-

miscuous drunks, and friendly 

calls, and humbug resolutions, and 

we wish you to enjoy it with a 

looseness suited to the greatness 

of the occasion.ò (Mark Twain) 

Now one must realize that this was 

written well over a hundred years 

ago, but I like to think we have 

made a bit of progress since then.  

All the best to each and everyone 

of you in 2016!   

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: hgbrauer@sympatico.ca  

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 7  $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

 Sunday 

Feb. 7 
Kinmount  

Legion 
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Bridges of the Burnt River 
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er was a railway bridge. The rest were de-

signed for wheeled and foot traffic.  

1.  Mitchellôs Bridge. This bridge crossed 

the Burnt River in the first concession and 

was the second oldest bridge over the Riv-

er, being built about 1865. It linked the 

pioneer settlers of Baddow and Rettieôs 

Station with their shopping centre of Fe-

nelon Falls. Previously settlers had come 

up the Burnt River by boat and landed on 

the north shore to procede north. Mitchellôs 

Bridge was on the relatively unknown Fe-

nelon Colonization Road which ran from 

Fenelon Falls up the west side of the Burnt 

River, through Rettieôs Station (now Burnt 

River) and on to Kinmount . This Road 

was a parallel route to the Bobcaygeon 

Road; designed to link Somerville Town-

ship with Fenelon Falls. The Fenelon Road 

was not as famous as the Bobcaygeon 

Road and was largely unused after the arri-

val of the Victoria Railway in 1876. The 

history of Mitchellôs Bridge is told in a 

previous Gazette. The old bridge was re-

placed in 2015. 

2.  Wilson Bridge (lot 18, Concession 3) 

This was a foot bridge over the Burnt River 

on the 3rd concession. The Wilson family 

built this bridge so their children who lived 

on the west bank, could cross the River to 

attend SS # 13 (Stoney Lonesome School) 

on the east bank. It was a much shorter 

distance for the Wil-

son children SS # 10. 

The bridge was 

simply 2 strands of 

page wire fencing 

nailed to a plank 

floor. It took courage 

to walk across this 

wobbly structure! 

There is no record of 

any deadly plunges 

from this suspension 

bridge. 

3.  The Victoria Rail-

way coming from 

Fenelon Falls had to 

cross the Burnt Riv-

er somewhere, and 

lot 16 in the 4th con-

cession was the 

chosen spot. The 

original bridge was 

built in 1875 and 

was 133 feet long. 

Once the Railway 

crossed to the west side of the River, it did-

nôt cross the Burnt again until Gelert! The 

current bridge replaced the first bridge in 

1952. 

4.  Handleyôs Bridge (lot 14, concession  5).  

This was a private Bridge built by the 

Handley Family just south of the village of 

Burnt River. The Handley Farm was divid-

ed by the Burnt River and a bridge was built 

to allow access to the west bank fields. The 

first structure was a floating bridge which 

could be moved to allow the log drives to 

go past. The second bridge was a substantial 

structure designed to accommodate wagons 

as well as livestock. Joseph Brisbin was the 

builder. 

It must 

have 

cost the 

Handley 

Family a 

tidy sum 

to bridge 

the Riv-

er. The 

bridge lasted into the 1940s. 

5.  The earliest bridge across the Burnt Riv-

er was Rettieôs or Lambôs Bridge on lot 12, 

concession 5. The first structure was opened 

in 1865, on the site of the Rettie Farm. This 

bridge allowed pioneers east of the River 

access to the Northline Road and thus Fe-

nelon Falls. At this early date, there 

was no village or railway line at 

Burnt River. When the village be-

gan to grow up along the rail line, 

this was the main bridge to the vil-

lage of Burnt River. There were 

four bridges at this site, built in 

1865, 1888, 1908 and 1962. Today 

this bridge is the mostly popular 

access point to the village. 

6. A bridge to give access to 

the north end of the village (lot 11, 

concession 6) started as a floating  

Continued on p.18 

There are several outstanding geological 

features of the Kinmount area. Certainly 

the hard granite of the Canadian Shield 

springs to mind. The multitude of fine 

lakes also fits this topic. But one of the 

defining features is the Burnt River. This 

great river slices through the Kinmount 

area from north-east to south-west. Its 

headwaters are in Harburn Township 

(Haliburton County) and Algonquin Park. 

The Burnt empties into Cameron Lake at 

Rosedale. It encompasses a large water-

shed with many feeder streams and lakes.  

The Burnt River dominated the early his-

tory of the area. In the age before wheeled 

transport (wagon or train), the Burnt Riv-

er was a canoe route that provided easy 

access to the area. But for anyone who 

has canoed the river, it was not an ideal 

route for transportation. The River is bro-

ken by numerous waterfalls and rapids. 

The current flows south at a strong rate: 

great for floating logs south, but a tough 

paddle if you go upstream (north) against 

the current. And canoes are too small for 

serious loads of freight or large groups of 

travellers. Certainly the trappers used the 

Burnt, but for settlers and lumbermen, it 

was not a suitable transportation route. 

In order to access the Burnt River water-

shed, it was necessary to use alternate 

transport. In the pioneer period, this 

meant roads (and later, railroads!). And 

roads meant bridges over the waterways, 

of which the Burnt River was the largest 

obstacle. You could go around lakes and 

use courdroy to cross swamps, but the 

Burnt River was an obstacle hard to miss. 

Since bridges were expensive to build and 

maintain, the earliest roads tried to avoid 

bridges across the Burnt as much as pos-

sible.  

The Bobcaygeon Road commenced at 

Bobcaygeon, where access was gained by 

steam boat. Small bridges were necessary 

at Silver Lake and Union Creek, but the 

Bobcaygeon Road only had one crossing 

of the Burnt River at Kinmount. The vil-

lage actually grew up around the bridge, 

although having a mill-worthy waterfall 

in town also helped. Minden straddles the 

Bobcaygeon Road bridge over the Gull 

River. Enough said about the importance 

of bridges over major streams. The Burnt 

River in Somerville Township alone had 

9 bridges built across its winding course. 

One of these was a foot bridge and anoth-
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 One, Two,  
Buckle My Shoe  
A Pre-school Program 

for 1 - 3 year olds 
2 pm Every Thursday 

Kinmount Library 
 

      To Register Call  705-488-3199 

After School  
Drop -In Fun!  

Kinmount Library  
4:30 pm Tuesdays  

Highland  
Dancing   

Tuesday Evenings  
Kinmount Community Ctr.  

Contact Breanne  

705-455-7430  
Fun, Friendship  

 & Adventure! 
Sparks, Brownies & Guides  

Mondays 6:30 pm  

Kinmount Community Centre 

Call 705.488.2919 for more info 

KINMOUNT  
 

 

 

10 am - noon Tuesdays & Thursdays 
Kinmount Community Centre 

Call 705.488.3044 for info  One, Two,  
Buckle My Shoe  
A Pre-school Program 

for 1 - 3 year olds 
2 pm Every Thursday 

Kinmount Library 

      To Register Call  705-488-3199 

St. James Anglican Church, Kinmount 

 1st Tuesday 

Monthly 

5:30 - 7:00 pm 

Christmas in the Village 2015 
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The Hot Stove Leak by Lynne Kilby 
KINNY ELF HUNT  

A SUPER SUCCESS! 

You never knew where you would 

find the tricky Kinny Elf at Christ-

mas in the Village. The Kinny Hunt 

was so successful that Kinny had to 

disappear! In previous years Kinny 

had to be found at a list of various 

places to qualify for a grand prize, 

but this year the hunt was reformat-

ted and a prize was awarded at each 

spot Kinny was found. This proved 

to be very popular but unfortunate-

ly the prizes ran out before the 

scheduled time for the hunt to end. 

That will be rectified next year now 

that we know just how popular of a 

guy Kinny is. As well, next year 

each location will have different 

prizes.  Sincere thanks to Kinmount 

Artisans Marketplace for the spe-

cial prizes they gave out to children 

at the hunt. The Artisans also had a 

Free Draw for a dancing Christmas 

Tree called Rockinô Robbie.  

TWO THUMBS UP 

FOR KINMOUNT 

FARMERôS  

MARKET 

The newest tradition at Christ-

mas in the Village is Kinmount 

Farmerôs Market Christmas 

Open House. This is the 2nd 

year the event was included in 

Christmas in the Village 

events. From homemade gin-

gerbread cookie decorating for 

kids to scrumptious treats & 

goodies for gift giving or your 

Christmas table, to a free draw 

for a Christmas Basket of won-

derful goodies, the Farmerôs 

Market makes a flavourful ad-

dition to the celebration. Win-

ner of the Christmas Basket 

was Elaine Windrum. Winner 

of their 50/50 Draw was Teresa 

Deak.  

Accounting/Bookkeeping 

Government Remittances 

Payroll 

Personal Tax Returns 

P.O.S. System Set-up 

Small Business Set-up 

 

All at REASONABLE RATES 

BCH Tax Preparation  

3235 County Road 121 
R.R. #2 Burnt River ON 

K0M 1C0 

Barry Heaton  

Phone 705-488-2228 
Mobile 705-340-3942 
Fax 705-488-3160 

bchtaxpreparation@bellnet.ca 

    BREAKFAST WITH 

SANTA A ROARING HIT! 

Thanks to Kinmount Lions and 

of course to Santa, a record 

number of people enjoyed a 

hearty Breakfast with Santa at 

Christmas in the Village. This is 

the first time the Lions have 

hosted the event and they 

ñroared!ò  In fact they roared so 

loudly even a couple of OPP 

officers stopped by for a friend-

ly bite of Breakfast with Santa!  

Santa also managed to squeeze 

in some time in his busy morn-

ing to have a little fun with 

some of the other adults in the 

crowd. The Breakfast was free 

but those who gave a donation 

were entered in a draw for a 

lovely Christmas Basket which 

was won by S. Barrett. Special 

thanks to St. James Anglican 

Church for allowing the use of 

their hall for the Breakfast.  

Truth is itôs hard to hide Kin-

mount spirit. Thereôs just so 

darn much of it! Thatôs why itôs 

wonderful that the tradition of 

Christmas in the Village contin-

ues. Kinmount Christmas spirit 

shone brilliantly throughout our 

village on Dec. 5. A record 

breaking crowd saw this festive 

celebration come to life with a 

fever as many from the commu-

nity and beyond came together 

to make Christmas memories. 

And it wasnôt just those in at-

tendance with all the Christmas 

spirit (although their enthusiasm 

was apparent) but those involved 

in making everything happen 

had tons of fun too! As my 

mother would say ñJolly good 

show!ò   

Wishing you the all the best in 

health and happiness in 2016. 

Happy New Year! 

Keep smiling and please  

remember to contact me 

at 705-488-2919 or 

email: 

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca to 

share news in the Hot Stove 

Leak! 

THANKS FROM  

KINMOUNT GUIDING UNIT 

As far as the girls of the 1st Kin-

mount Guiding Unit are con-

cerned there is only one word 

for Nancy Caney - awesome! 

Nancy gave them 2 special eve-

nings back to back. First Nancy 

brought her trained reading dog 

for a visit. Across Canada many 

schools are adopting Reading to 

the Dog programs. Nancyôs dog 

takes part in such a program in 

Orillia. Nancy is also Chairper-

son of Kinmount Artisans Guild 

and the week after visiting with 

her dog, Nancy gave the girls 

another fun night with Christmas 

Crafts in the workroom at Kin-

mount Artisans Marketplace.  

The girls think Jack Holman is 

pretty awesome too!  They ap-

preciate Jackôs Christmas spirit 

and support through his recent 

Christmas donation.  

From the left: Lynne Kilby, Trish 

& Brittany Gautreau sneak in a 

moment with Santa at Breakfast 

in the Village.  

A smiling Christina Windrum 

picks up the Farmerôs Market 

Christmas Basket won by her 

mother Elaine.  

The Farmerôs Market was a 

busy spot at Christmas in the 

Village.  

Tricky Kinny the Elf was hard to 

spot at many of his hiding places 

at Christmas in the Village.  

Organizers promise not to run out 

of prizes next year.  



Page 11 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

    BREAKFAST 

WITH SANTA A 

ROARING HIT! 

Thanks to Kinmount 

Lions and of course 

to Santa, a record 

number of people 

enjoyed a hearty 

Breakfast with Santa 

at Christmas in the 

Village. This is the 

first time the Lions have hosted the event 

and they ñroared!ò  In fact they roared so 

loudly even a couple of OPP officers 

stopped by for a friendly bite of Breakfast 

with Santa!  Santa also managed to squeeze 

in some time in his busy morning to have a 

little fun with some of the other adults in the 

crowd. The Breakfast was free but those 

who gave a donation were entered in a draw 

for a lovely Christmas Basket which was 

won by S. Barrett. Special thanks to St. 

James Anglican Church for allowing the use 

of their hall for the Breakfast.  

TWO THUMBS UP FOR KINMOUNT 

FARMERôS  

MARKET 

The newest tradition at Christmas in the 

Village is Kinmount Farmerôs Market 

Christmas Open House. This is the 2nd year 

the event was included in Christmas in the 

Village events. From homemade ginger-

bread cookie decorating for kids to scrump-

tious treats & goodies for gift giving or your 

Christmas table, to a free draw for a Christ-

mas Basket of wonderful goodies, the 

Farmerôs Market makes a flavourful addi-

tion to the celebration. Winner of the Christ-

mas Basket was Elaine Windrum. Winner 

of their 50/50 Draw was Teresa Deak.  

KINNY ELF HUNT  

A SUPER SUCCESS! 

You never knew where you would find the 

tricky Kinny Elf at Christmas in the Village. 

The Kinny Hunt was so successful that Kin-

ny had to disappear! In previous years Kin-

ny had to be found at a list of various places 

to qualify for a grand prize, but this year the 

hunt was reformatted and a prize was 

awarded at each spot Kinny was found. This 

proved to be very popular but unfortunately 

the prizes ran out before the scheduled time 

for the hunt to end. That will be rectified 

next year now that we know just how popu-

lar of a guy Kinny is. As well, next year 

each location will have different prizes.  

Sincere thanks to Kinmount Artisans Mar-

ketplace for the special prizes they gave out 

to children at the hunt. The Artisans also 

had a Free Draw for a dancing Christmas 

Tree called Rockinô Robbie.  

MEET  

ROCKINô ROBBIE 

Thanks to Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

for their Free Draw to win Rockinô Robbie, 

a dancing & singing Christmas Tree. Win-

ner, 10 month old Abbott Doble, is rockinô 

on! 

KIDS CHRISTMAS CRAFTS 

This popular Christmas in the Village activ-

ity sponsored by the Kinmount Committee 

for Planning & Economic Development saw 

the creation of some amazing Christmas 

decor. Special thanks to Veronica Johnston 

Legge for helping set up the crafts.  

MASH HILL CARRIAGES 

Christmas in the Village was thrilled to see 

the return of ñthe icing on the cake,ò after 

being sorely the last few years. Horse 

Drawn Wagon Rides by Mash Hill  

Carriages was great family fun! 

CHRISTMAS IN THE VILLAGE  

COLOURING CONTEST WINNER 

Congratulations to Empress Newell winner 

of a basket full of craft supplies & treats in 

the Christmas in the Village Colouring Con-

test.  Thanks to Kinmount Foodtown for 

posting all the entries! Prize donated by the 

Kinmount Committee for Planning.  

SANTA AT LEGION 

The grand finale to Christmas in the Village 

daytime events was a Christmas Party at the 

Legion. Kids 10 & have a little visit with 

Santa, receive a gift and enjoy a free family 

luncheon. Santa and the Legion elves saw a 

huge increase in attendance this year. Good 

thing the elves were experienced! What an 

awesome job!  

CHRISTMAS MUSIC NIGHT 

The crowd at Christmas Music Night 

 

Horse Drawn Wagon Rides by Mash Hill 

Carriages at Christmas in the Village. 

Volunteer Sylvan Cloutier helps beautify the 

town for Christmas. 

The new information kiosk at Austin 

Sawmill Heritage Park. 


