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Get Results! 

ADVERTISE IN  
THE GAZETTE!  

Rates per issue:  

Business Card Size    $15 
2 x Business Card    $30 
1/4 Page      $40 
1/2 Page      $75 
Full Page    $150  

lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca  
705 - 488 - 2919  

The Gazette is a non profit monthly 

publication produced by volunteers. 

The Gazette depends on advertising 

sales & donations to remain operating. 

We are very grateful for the continuing 

support of area businesses & patrons.   

Do you enjoy the Gazette?  
Send a donation!  

Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED,  

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On K0M 2A0 

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.  

Your name will appear in our  

Thank You to Our Patrons Section  

Tax Receipts issued for Donations $25+ 

Follow Kinmount events on 

Twitter! @kinmount 

Visit us in colour at 

kinmount.ca 

CANADA DAY PARTY  
 

Kinmount Fairgrounds 

5:30 pm Wednesday July 1 

 

BBQ - Family Fun - RCL Colour Party 7pm 

Featuring Music by Gord Kidd and Friends 

 

FIREWORKS AT DUSK  
Thank you for contributing to the Silver Collection that evening!  

 

Sponsored by the Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development  

 

8:30 pm 
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Thursday July 9, 6:30 pm  
Music in the Park & BBQ With  

kinmount.ca  JULY 9 -  11  

FREE Friday        
July 10  

 8:30 am Kinmount Fairgrounds  

      Kinmount Highland Games 
Admission $10 -  12 and Under FREE -  On Site Parking $5  

Highland Dance Competition, Pipe Bands, Mass Bands, Heavy Events, 

Caber Toss, Local Artisans, Vendors, Demonstrations, Childrenôs Area, 

Agricultural Displays, Prince Philip Games Demo 

www.kinmounthighlandgames.com 

Saturday July 11  

4 - 9 pm Downtown Street Party  
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT - ZOO TO YOU 

CLASSIC CARS - CHICKEN POOP BINGO 

MODEL RAILROAD - FUR HARVESTERS 

VENDORS- DISPLAYS - YARD SALES- BBQ 

KIDS ZONE - FLAG HUNT - PIZZA EATING CONTESTS & MORE!  

RAIN LOCATION  Kinmount Community Centre - Limited Activities 

8:30 pm 

Train 

Station 
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Friends and Neighbours:  Dummer Township 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Dummer Township lies di-

rectly east of Duoro Town-

ship in Peterborough County. 

The township is bounded on 

the north by Stony Lake and 

the hard granite of the Cana-

dian Shield. To the south are 

the farmlands of the St Law-

rence Lowlands and southern 

Peterborough County. But 

Dummer Township itself is a 

transition zone or boundary 

between the two landforms. 

The township contains some 

good farmland in the south 

and west portions; the rest 

being rocky granite or lime-

stone. But that did not stop 

the government of Upper 

Canada from laying out the 

township in farm lots in the 

early 1820s. Once completed, 

the township was ignored by 

settlers for a decade until 

1831 when a mass immigra-

tion arrived from Britain. 

After the Napoleonic Wars 

ended in 1815, there was a 

massive dislocation in the 

British economy. Thousands 

of soldiers were discharged 

from the British Army. Many 

had issues fitting back into 

society and many became 

ñwelfare casesò unable to find 

work. At the time, welfare 

was managed at the ñparishò 

level. Each parish in England 

was responsible for support-

ing its poor. Some parishes 

had a large number of 

ñsurplusò people, fit and able 

to work, but totally unable to 

find work or support their fami-

lies. It was a common practice for 

the parish authorities to ship these 

surplus residents out to the colo-

nies. In 1831 the parish or Corsley 

in Wiltshire England dispatched a 

group of 85 surplus residents to 

Upper Canada. These immigrants 

had their passage paid to Canada 

and were even given cash to help 

them over their first years as well 

as tools, clothes, bedding and oth-

er necessities of life. Oh yes, each 

family was also given a bible and 

free baptisms (before they left)! A 

marching band escorted the immi-

grants to their vessel at Bristol 

where the Corley immigrants 

were joined by other surplus folk 

from nearby parishes until they 

numbered 250. One family who 

backed out at the last moment and 

returned home were publically 

shunned for cowardice and wast-

ing a spot for another family! 

This assisted immigration arrived 

at Cobourg where they were 

joined by other groups including a 

large number of Chelsea Pension-

ers. The Pensioners were disabled 

soldiers from the Napoleonic War 

who were subsisting on small 

disability pensions. Most had mi-

nor disabilities that hampered 

their employment options. It was 

estimated they numbered 85,000 

as late as 1830! These Pensioners 

were a drain on the government 

finances, so a scheme was devel-

oped to ship them to the colonies 

as immigrants. They were given 

free land and a buyout 4 years 

pension if they signed off on fur-

ther payments. (Such schemes are 

still used today!) Thousands took 

the deal and headed for Upper Can-

ada. They were going nowhere in 

England, and many made the move 

for their familiesô future benefit.  

In the summer of 1831, almost 

2,000 immigrants were sent from 

the depot in Cobourg to the town-

ship of Dummer. Most of these 

immigrants were surplus parish 

settlers or bought-out Pensioners. 

They were given grants in the 

southwest corner of the township 

around Warsaw and the boundary 

with Asphodel. The first concession 

road was called the English Line 

after these groups. It was an experi-

ment in mass settlement similar to 

the previous Peter Robinson Emi-

gration of 1825. The early group 

settlement had been a success, why 

not the Dummer Experiment.  

Many of the Dummer settlers were 

ill prepared for pioneer life in the 

backwoods of Peterborough Coun-

ty. The surplus group were some-

what better suited, having had farm 

backgrounds than the soldier-

pensioners. Many of the latter were 

disabled and unable to put in the 

tough physical labour required to 

clear the bush and start a pioneer 

farm. After their money was ex-

hausted, numerous pensioners were 

forced to abandon their plots and 

seek charity in other places. Many 

were reduced to begging in the 

streets. In the end, the government 

of Upper Canada (many of the top 

officials were also war veterans) 

acted and granted relief to the se-

verely disabled. 

But in the meantime, the agricul-

tural settlement in Dummer 

Township steadily grew. The 

first demand of the new settlers 

was for a grist mill, and in 1834, 

89 Dummer settlers signed a 

petition to have one built. The 

nearest mills were at Peterbor-

ough or Norwood; miles away 

without even rudimentary roads. 

The obvious site was a waterfall 

on the Indian River at the site of 

future Warsaw village. Within a 

year, a grist mill was operating 

at Dummer Mills, later renamed 

Warsaw.  

The new settlers wrote dozens of 

letters back home to friends and 

relatives in England, almost all 

praising life in Dummer and 

exhorting them to immigrate.  

One such letter reveals much 

about early life in Upper Cana-

da: 

ñWe have here a whole mass of 

woods, no one knows the bounds 

of it. If England, Ireland and 

Scotland came out, they could 

not inhabit it. It was said before 

we came out, that it 

(immigration) was going to be 

stopped, as so many were com-

ing, but donôt you believe it, 

they are all glad to see us come. 

Government pays for all, never 

was a township filled so fast as 

Dummer, a house on almost eve-

ry hundred acres.ò 

For the land-starved poor of 

Continued on p. 3 
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Britain, Dummer Township seemed like a boundless paradise! 

Soon the good lots were taken and settlement pushed into the rug-

ged granite fringe of north-east Dummer. There the settlement 

fringe stopped and some farms were even abandoned in favour of 

better land in northern Peterborough.  

 

A Dummer Pensioner 

and medal 

Tell our advertisers you saw their ad in the Gazette! Friends, continued from p.2 

705-488-1349 

A SLICE OF THE NORTH 
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ICE CREAM SOFT SERVE 

PIZZA 

GARLIC BREAD 

WINGS 

SUBS 

WRAPS 

COLD DRINKS 

Town flowers arrived June 1 courtesy of Austin Lumber & Mash 

Hill Carriages who picked up at Rosepark Greenhouse, Cameron 
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OR CALL:  705 - 488 - 3030 


