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Friends and Neighbours: Sunderland 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The village of Sunderland is 

located in the Township of 

Brock in the now-defunct 

County of Ontario. Ontario 

County merged with Durham 

County in the 1950s to create 

Durham Region. Brock 

Township was named after 

General Issac Brock, the hero-

ic general from the War of 

1812. The township was sur-

veyed in the early 1820s and 

the first land grants were 

made to veterans of the War 

and descendants of Loyalists 

from the American Revolu-

tion. In fact, the family of the 

late General Brock was grant-

ed 1,400 acres in the area of 

Sunderland. Some of the ear-

liest settlers were Palatine 

Germans; religious refugees 

who had been mercenaries in 

the British Army and were 

given land in the newly 

opened Brock Township for 

their military service. Other 

Palatine families came direct-

ly from an overcrowded Ire-

land to settled in Brock 

Township. Many of these 

families can still be found in 

the district and include such 

surnames as Shier, Baker, 

Lodwick, St John, Lowe, 

Switzer, Doble and Brethour.  

Sunderland began as the 

Brock Hotel, an inn catering 

to travellers along the road 

north. It was operated by Lo-

renzo Jones and was named 

Jonesô Corners. The post of-

fice was called ñBrockò, but 

both names were very com-

mon in Ontario, so when a town 

plan was created in 1871, the title 

Sunderland was selected. One 

theory has it named after a British 

statesman, the Earl of Sunderland, 

but the namesake Sunderland in 

England was also a popular 

choice. (Sunderland, England was 

famous for its breweries.) 

Sunderland got its big break when 

it was granted a station on the new 

Toronto-Nipissing Railway. Pre-

viously, the bigger village in the 

vicinity was at Vroomanton, sev-

eral miles to the west of Sunder-

land. But Vroomanton was not on 

the railway and it gradually de-

clined to ghost town status. A 

railway station meant everything!  

Sunderland was located in the 

middle of rich farmland, and agri-

culture was its main industry. The 

village included the prerequisite 

grist and sawmills as well as the 

tradesmen to service the local 

farm market. As the local farm 

economy flourished, Sunderlandôs 

main street became lined with fine 

two-story businesses organized 

into ñblocksò. The most famous 

business was the Brock Hotel. A 

hotel was on this site since the 

1830s and the Brock House be-

came the most famous hotel for 

miles around, known for its fine 

cuisine. Even Sunderland going 

ñdryò in 1910 didnôt destroy its 

business. But times change and 

the hotel eventually closed in 

1965. The fine building was pur-

chased by the Ontario Govern-

ment, re-named the Sunnydale 

Home For Children and filled 

with overflow mentally and physi-

cally chal-

lenged 

children 

from the 

Orillia 

Centre. 

The large 

home con-

tained as 

many as 

75 chil-

dren until 

it closed.  

Sunder-

land was 

the scene 

of a major 

fraud in 

1962 re-

volving 

around pig 

farming. A 

con-man named John Laun (who 

had many other aliases) set up a 

large pig farm outside of town. He 

sold shares in the operation to in-

vestors: $92 bought a sow and 

$7.50 a month was the board. In-

vestors were guaranteed 40% return 

on the investment. Newspaper ads 

encouraged investors to become 

ñarmchair farmersò and promised 

ñpig-raising from your own living 

room brings guaranteed high prof-

itsò. The sales pitch went over well 

in urban areas (no true farmer 

would fall for those slogans!) and 

1,000 investors contributed $1.8 

million; enough to purchase 18,000 

sows and raise a ton of piglets! In-

vestors were even encouraged to 

visit the farm, named ñPiggylandò 

and meet their pigs! Many did. But 

the scam was soon exposed and 

investigations closed the opera-

tion containing only 4,775 pigs. 

Laun vanished with an estimated 

$1,000,000 cash. The whole 

fiasco left a lot of angry (or em-

barrassed) Piggyland investors to 

recoup a mere 1% of their mon-

ey! 

Being in the heart of a fine agri-

cultural area, Sunderland always 

contained a grist mill. The Bea-

ver River flowed through the 

village, but it lacked elevation 

for a water-powered mill so a 

steam engine provided the pow-

er. The arrival of the railway 

caused a surge in grain sales and 

the grist mill became a large 

shipper of grain. The business 

eventually morphed into a grain 

growers cooperative that still 

operates today.  
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705-488-1349 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  

 

 

 

Now at 

KINMOUNT 
MEDICAL CENTRE 
1st Thursday Every Month 

 

CALL 705-488-2205 

HERITAGE IN THE  

VILLAGE FESTIVAL  
6:30 pm Thursday July 7  

Music in the Park & BBQ  

Passport Classic Rock  

8:30 pm Friday July 8  

Free Ghost Tour  

Railway Station 

Saturday July 9  

Kinmount  

Highland Games  

8:30 am - 4 pm  

Kinmount Fairgrounds  

Admission $10 - 12 & under free 
Highland Dance 

Pipe Bands 

Heavy Games 

Artisans & Vendors 

Childrenôs Area 

Vendor Space Available  

705-731-7283 

For more information visit 

kinmounthighlandgames.com 
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Meet Me At the Station:  The Telegraph 
Telegraph messages are closely associated 

with railways. But they were operated by 

independent companies, not the railway 

company itself. The telegraph company 

built, owned and operated the lines. These 

electric lines used the railway right of ways 

for a number of reasons. They were more 

direct lines than those who followed the 

road system. At the end of the line, there 

were railway stations that were manned by 

railway agents. These agents had a deal with 

the telegraph companies, acting as their 

business agents at each station. The station 

agents were paid commission by the tele-

graph company. Standard telegraphs paid 

the agent a 10% commission. Money or-

ders/transfers were under a separate compa-

ny and the station agent reaped a 9% com-

mission. Railway Company telegraphs were 

part of the agentôs job.  

In the era before telephones and banks, the 

station agent handled a ton of telegraphs 

and money transfers. While the post office 

Communication has changed drastically over 

the last 150 years. In the 1800s, the methods 

of long distance communication were very 

limited. The earliest method was by mail. 

The opening of a post office meant a com-

munity was now recognized by the govern-

ment mail division as a legal community: 

citizens now had a postal address! Kinmount 

came into existence when it was granted a 

official post office on April 1, 1859. To have 

an address, the community had to have a 

name, and the community was thus officially 

named. Having mail delivery was great, but 

it was also slow.  

Something ñfasterò was needed, and thus the 

electric telegraph was invented circa 1836. 

There were many inventors involved in the 

electric telegraph, but the most famous was 

Thomas Morse who started the Morse Code. 

The Morse Code used electric pulses and 

these could be translated by operators into 

written English. It was easy to learn and fast. 

It is still (somewhat) in use today! 

carried the largest volume of communica-

tion, the instant or express mail went 

through the railway station. Individuals 

were responsible for collecting their own 

telegrams, but sometimes the agent or 

other employee would deliver the tele-

gram. This was a common courtesy in 

cases of emergency; for example a death. 

During the World Wars, death notices 

were sent to next of kin via telegraph and 

kindly agents always delivered the sad 

news.  

In the larger centres, there were often 

designated, full-time telegraphers. But in 

the smaller stations, the station agent han-

dled the duty. Only stations with station 

agents had telegraph service, even if the 

line ran through the town. Former station 

agent and telegrapher Grenville Schrader 

takes up the history of the Victoria Rail-

way: 
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In the Lionôs Den by Dave Anderson 

Kinmount & District Lions Club 

held a Lions Foundation of Cana-

da Purina Walk for Dog Guides 

on Sunday June 12 at the Kin-

mount Railway Station. A huge 

THANK YOU to all of those who 

came out to raise money for the 

Lions Foundation of Canada Dog 

Guides. 35 walkers and 13 dogs 

completed the walk. Together we 

raised $ 2,220. Thank you for all 

the donations -  the loot bags 

from Paulmacôs Pet, Minden, 

Minden Animal Hospital, Pet 

Valu Lindsay and Prettypaws Pet 

Boutique & Spa. Your contribu-

tions really helped our cause and 

are much appreciated. JOB 

WELL DONE!! Lion Melissa & 

Rob.  

Kinmount & District Lions held 

an E-Waste, Scrap Metal and 

Bottle Drive on Saturday, May 22 

at the Kinmount Fairgrounds en-

trance and we raised $ 919.60 for 

the Shawn Chapman Fund going 

towards more Kinmount play-

ground equipment. A huge thank 

          F`hkôr Bq`es Bqd`shnmr 

            Knitting & So Much More 
LOCATED AT IRONDALE STORE  

8193 County Road 503  

705 447 0554 
garoffey@yahoo.ca 

you to Lindsay Iron & Metal Inc. 

for donating the dumpster! Also to 

all those that donated scrap metal, 

E-waste and bottles. We appreciate 

your support! We will be doing it 

again next year. 

We have medical equipment eg: 

hospital beds, wheelchairs, walker, 

commodes, bath chairs, & crutches 

to loan to area residents. Call Vic 

705-488-3053 or Dave 705-488-

2005. 

Meetings are 1st and 3rd Tuesday of 

each month. If you would like to 

attend one of our meetings and 

learn about our club or discuss how 

to join: Call Lion Trish at 705-400-

9918 or Lion JC at 705-454-2401. 

You may also connect with us on: 

Facebook: http://

www.facebook.com/

KinmountLions/ 

 

Instagram: www.instagram.com/

kinmount_lions/ 

Twitter: twitter.com/

KinmountLions 

The Personal Typewriter of Station Agent, Grenville 

Schrader 
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KINMOUNT HOUSE  
BED AND BREAKFAST  

6 Cluxton Street 

Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

(705) 488 -2421 or  
1-800 -511 -0211  

www.kinmounthouse.com      

healey_patrick@hotmail.com  

Providing Hospitality Since 1991 

Under the Red Roof: Our Community Centre 

Weird but true! Imagine my surprise 

when driving my school bus across 

the Black Ash Swamp just west of 

Kinmount on Hwy. 45, when I 

picked up an unexpected hitchhiker. 

A Great Blue Heron flew across my 

path just ahead in the distance but as 

the bus got nearer the heron decided 

to turn around and it caught its wing  

on the  outstretched arm of the cross 

over mirror on the front of the bus. I 

had an excellent up close and per-

sonal view of it hanging there 

squawking as I hit the brakes. I did 

not want to hurt this marvellous 

creature! Although its seemed like 

minutes, after a few seconds the bus 

finally came to a stop and to my 

surprise and relief the heron freed 

itself from the mirror arm and flew 

off gracefully into the horizon of the 

Black Ash Swamp under the great 

blue sky.  

Absolutely magnificent! 

 

Do you have a wildlife story to 

share in the Gazette? If so, please 

send to lynne.kilby@sympatico.ca. 

This Summer the show must go on 

rain or shine!  The Community Cen-

tre is pleased to be the alternate lo-

cation for Music in the Park and the 

Family Fun Fest in the case of in-

clement weather. 

 

Want to host a family gathering but 

donôt have the room?  Book the 

Community Centre for your next 

party.  Affordable rates. 

 

Are you a member of a Farmers 

Market and need a space to prepare 

your goods?  Book the Community 

Centre kitchen. 

 

Contact Sylvin at 705-488-9954 for 

inquiries and bookings. 

 
 

Thank you Kinmount Gazette Volume 8 Patrons 
     Janice & Buck Thibideau      Jack Holman  

     The Langlois Family                       Brian & Nancy Lemire 

     Horseless Carriage Museum      In Memory of Nancy Hancock 

     Pearson Community Sleigh Ride    In Memory of Joe Bowman    

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

Great Blue Heron Gets Bus Ride by Lynne Kilby 

A Great Blue 

Heron and its 

prey on the 

shores of Saler-

no Lake. Photo 

courtesy of Kev-

in Pepper from 

Salerno Lake/

Devilôs Lake 

Cottagerôs Fa-

cebook Group.  

TUESDAY 

July 26 
11 am - 1 pm 

Liver & Onions  

Or Alternate  
Cost $8 Includes  

Coffee/Tea & Dessert 
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The Main Street of Burnt River look-

ing south from the Pinery Hill. 

 

 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 

 

705-488-2266 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: hgbrauer@sympatico.ca  

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 7  $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

Hi Everyone ï Good to see July 

joining us for 31 fun-filled days 

again this year!  Lotôs going on this 

month as always in the Kinmount 

areaé 

July 7 Music & BBQ in the Park 

featuring me and my Classic Rock 

band ñPassportò - 6:30 pm at Austin 

Sawmill Park  

July 8 Ghost Tour 8:30 pm Railway 

Station 

July 9 Kinmount Highland Games at 

Kinmount Fairgrounds 

July 9/16/23/30 - Kinmount 

Farmer's Market every Saturday 9 

am - 2 pm Austin Sawmill Park 

July 10 Mayor Lethamôs Town Hall 

Meeting Kinmount Community 

Centre 1 pm 

July 13 Big Buck Bid Euchre 11 am. 

at Kinmount Legion.  

Cost $10 includes lunch. 

July 14 Music & BBQ 

in the Park 6:30 p.m. 

Austin Sawmill Heritage Park 

with John Sutner 

July 16 Friends of the Library 

Book Sale 9 am - 1 pm lower 

level Kinmount Library 

July 17 Mayor Lethamôs Town 

Hall Meeting Coboconk Commu-

nity Centre 11 am. 

July 21 Music & BBQ in the Park 

6:30 p.m. Austin Sawmill Herit-

age Park with Rick Fines 

July 28 Music & BBQ in the Park 

6:30 pm Austin Sawmill Heritage 

Park with Willôn Able 

Take care of each other and enjoy 

everything that this great area has 

to offer! 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

 
Sunday July 10  

 

1 pm  

 

Kinmount  

Community Centre  
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Ghost Towns of Brock Township 

 

Brenda Mulholland 
Mixed Media Artist  

I could hand draw your 

new Home or 
rustic Cottage, 

or your Favourite Pet ! 
 
 

Full Watercolour or 
Pencil + Ink Sketches 

 

B+W   $100. + 
Colour   $200. + 
matting & framing avail. 

 
Makes a 

wonderful Gift ! 
 

Please call me for details 

(705) 488-1574 

bmulholland@gmail.com 
www.BrendaMulholland.com 

 

 

 

Tell your friends you read it in the  

            Kinmount  Gazette!  

 

July 8th (evening),  
9th  and 10th , 2016  

7675 Hwy 35  

Ward Memorial Park, Norland, Ontario  

Friday, July 8 - 8:00 p.m. Poker Tournament and Euchure Tour-

nament in the Arena. Registration 6:00 ï 7:30p.m. 
  
Saturday, July 9 - 8:00 a.m. ñRedNeck Ruckusò Mixed LOB Ball 

Tournament info 705-934-0066. 9:00 a.m. Craft Sales, Displays, 

11:00 a.m. B.R.O. Poker Run info Joe 705-454-0925, Horse 

Shoe Tournament 10:00 a.m. info Dorothy 705-454-1268, Dis-

plays and Crafts in Arena, Childrenôs Activities, Lions Club 

Food Booth, Beer Garden, 6:00 p.m.  BBQ Beef Dinner, Loonie 

Auction follows dinner, tickets available at door. Video Dance 

9:00 p.m. $10.00 pp. music from all genreôs by CKLR. 
  
Sunday, July 10 - 10:00 a.m. Joint Church Service Hope United 

Church and Norland Pioneer Baptist Church at Ward Memorial 

Park Arena. Noon - Lions Club Food Booth, Beer Garden open. 

2:00 p.m. Impact Motorsports - ñRedNeck Ruckusò Demolition 

Derby - Cost: $5.00 per person, children 12 and under FREE, 

bring your lawn chair - Mini Smash, Straight Stock, Pro Stock, 

Straight Stock Trucks, to register www.impactmotorsports.ca . 

Childrenôs Activities. 

 

Voormanton was one of 

Brock Townships earli-

est cross roads hamlets. 

It was named after 

Colonel James Voor-

man, a hero from the 

War of 1812. Originally 

from a Loyalist family 

at Niagara, the colonel 

was granted land near 

Perth with other veter-

ans but parlayed his 

fame into better land in 

Brock. Voorman was a 

local leader who held 

various government posi-

tions. A village with sev-

eral mills grew up around 

his home west of the pre-

sent Sunderland. In fact, 

Voormanton was the cen-

tre of western Brock until 

the railway came along. 

For some reason it by-

passed Voormanto in 

favour of Jones Corners 

(now Sunderland).  

The Directory of 1869 listed 

the population of Voorman-

ton as 150 with the follow-

ing: 2 merchants, a ho-

telkeeper, a blacksmith, a 

jeweller, a shoemaker, a tai-

lor, a wagon maker, a 

sawmill, a gristmill, one min-

ister and 22 farmers! With 

the railway drawing business 

away from Voormanton, the 

village gradually declined 

until all that was left was a 

school, a church with graveyard 

and the Orange Hall! Oh yeah, 

the farmers still tilled the fertile 

farmland in the area.  

 

 

From top: Anglican Church; 

the village site; the former Or-

ange Hall; a pioneer homestead  

 


