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Friends and Neighbours: Sunderland 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

The village of Sunderland is 

located in the Township of 

Brock in the now-defunct 

County of Ontario. Ontario 

County merged with Durham 

County in the 1950s to create 

Durham Region. Brock 

Township was named after 

General Issac Brock, the hero-

ic general from the War of 

1812. The township was sur-

veyed in the early 1820s and 

the first land grants were 

made to veterans of the War 

and descendants of Loyalists 

from the American Revolu-

tion. In fact, the family of the 

late General Brock was grant-

ed 1,400 acres in the area of 

Sunderland. Some of the ear-

liest settlers were Palatine 

Germans; religious refugees 

who had been mercenaries in 

the British Army and were 

given land in the newly 

opened Brock Township for 

their military service. Other 

Palatine families came direct-

ly from an overcrowded Ire-

land to settled in Brock 

Township. Many of these 

families can still be found in 

the district and include such 

surnames as Shier, Baker, 

Lodwick, St John, Lowe, 

Switzer, Doble and Brethour.  

Sunderland began as the 

Brock Hotel, an inn catering 

to travellers along the road 

north. It was operated by Lo-

renzo Jones and was named 

Jonesô Corners. The post of-

fice was called ñBrockò, but 

both names were very com-

mon in Ontario, so when a town 

plan was created in 1871, the title 

Sunderland was selected. One 

theory has it named after a British 

statesman, the Earl of Sunderland, 

but the namesake Sunderland in 

England was also a popular 

choice. (Sunderland, England was 

famous for its breweries.) 

Sunderland got its big break when 

it was granted a station on the new 

Toronto-Nipissing Railway. Pre-

viously, the bigger village in the 

vicinity was at Vroomanton, sev-

eral miles to the west of Sunder-

land. But Vroomanton was not on 

the railway and it gradually de-

clined to ghost town status. A 

railway station meant everything!  

Sunderland was located in the 

middle of rich farmland, and agri-

culture was its main industry. The 

village included the prerequisite 

grist and sawmills as well as the 

tradesmen to service the local 

farm market. As the local farm 

economy flourished, Sunderlandôs 

main street became lined with fine 

two-story businesses organized 

into ñblocksò. The most famous 

business was the Brock Hotel. A 

hotel was on this site since the 

1830s and the Brock House be-

came the most famous hotel for 

miles around, known for its fine 

cuisine. Even Sunderland going 

ñdryò in 1910 didnôt destroy its 

business. But times change and 

the hotel eventually closed in 

1965. The fine building was pur-

chased by the Ontario Govern-

ment, re-named the Sunnydale 

Home For Children and filled 

with overflow mentally and physi-

cally chal-

lenged 

children 

from the 

Orillia 

Centre. 

The large 

home con-

tained as 

many as 

75 chil-

dren until 

it closed.  

Sunder-

land was 

the scene 

of a major 

fraud in 

1962 re-

volving 

around pig 

farming. A 

con-man named John Laun (who 

had many other aliases) set up a 

large pig farm outside of town. He 

sold shares in the operation to in-

vestors: $92 bought a sow and 

$7.50 a month was the board. In-

vestors were guaranteed 40% return 

on the investment. Newspaper ads 

encouraged investors to become 

ñarmchair farmersò and promised 

ñpig-raising from your own living 

room brings guaranteed high prof-

itsò. The sales pitch went over well 

in urban areas (no true farmer 

would fall for those slogans!) and 

1,000 investors contributed $1.8 

million; enough to purchase 18,000 

sows and raise a ton of piglets! In-

vestors were even encouraged to 

visit the farm, named ñPiggylandò 

and meet their pigs! Many did. But 

the scam was soon exposed and 

investigations closed the opera-

tion containing only 4,775 pigs. 

Laun vanished with an estimated 

$1,000,000 cash. The whole 

fiasco left a lot of angry (or em-

barrassed) Piggyland investors to 

recoup a mere 1% of their mon-

ey! 

Being in the heart of a fine agri-

cultural area, Sunderland always 

contained a grist mill. The Bea-

ver River flowed through the 

village, but it lacked elevation 

for a water-powered mill so a 

steam engine provided the pow-

er. The arrival of the railway 

caused a surge in grain sales and 

the grist mill became a large 

shipper of grain. The business 

eventually morphed into a grain 

growers cooperative that still 

operates today.  


