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HERITAGE  

IN THE VILLAGE  

July 12  Music in the Park     

              & BBQ  with              

     Downeyville Fiddlers  

     & Friends 6:30 pm  

July 13  Ghost Tour 8:30 pm  

   Railway Station 

July 13/14 Christmas in July  

              Craft Sale 

July 14  Moonlight Mania            

              Family Fun 

              Main Street       

        4:00 pm - 9:00 pm 
FREE VENDOR SPACE! 
BRING A YARD SALE! 
Call 705-488-2961 to book 

CANADA DAY 

PARTY 
5 pm Sunday, July 1 

Activities, Entertainment, BBQ 
Kinmount Fairgrounds 

FIREWORKS AT DUSK  

The Legend of Silver Slipper 

continues next month... 

Clockwise from top left:  a volunteer greets 

visitors to the Model Railway; Megan tidies the 

gardens in the Cenotaph; a local yard sale; 

comfy seats in the Tourist Information; the Arti-

sans Marketplace welcomes shoppers; the 

Highlands Cinemas is open for another season. 



Upper Canada, lots purchased 

for re-sale by the Canada Com-

pany and lots granted to Abra-

ham Nelles, a surveyor , in lieu 

of cash payment for surveying 

the county. (Nelles actually 

received 12,000 acres for his 

survey duties: a substantial 

sum for his services!).  This set 

up meant vacant farm land was 

available in Ennismore for 

several decades.  

The earliest settlers decided 

the title Gore of Emily was a 

clumsy title for the Township, 

so a new name was necessary. 

Since they were almost exclu-

sively Irish, several Irish 

names were suggested includ-

ing ñDingleholeò and 

ñGallivanvilleò; but in the end 

the more appropriate name 

Ennismore was selected. In 

Gaelic, Ennismore means 

ñlarge meadow-islandò. Sever-

al of the Irish settlers had been 

tenant farmers of Viscount 

Ennismore back in southern 

Ireland. Over the next few dec-

ades, a smattering of new set-

tlers arrived to purchase farms 

lots and fill-in the settlement 

gaps. Most of these newcomers 

were friends & relatives of the 

earlier Peter Robinson mi-

grants. It certainly helped 

when these first settlers an-

nounced their township as ñthe 

Holy Landò to friends back in 

Ireland! 

Among the early settlers, fami-

The settlement of Ennismore 

Township was part of the 

Peter Robinson migration in 

the 1820s (see previous May 

2012 Gazette). Ennismore 

Township was originally 

called the ñGore of Emilyò. In 

old English a ñgoreò was a 

piece of land attached to a 

larger piece but separate; like 

a peninsula. Ennismore was a 

large peninsula surrounded by 

Pigeon Lake to the west, 

Buckhorn Lake to the north & 

east and Chemong Lake to the 

south. The only land access 

was in the southwest from 

Emily Township. When Vic-

toria & Peterborough Coun-

ties were separated in the 

1850s, Emily went to Victoria 

while Ennismore was placed 

in Peterborough County. 

Ennismore is the second 

smallest township in Peterbor-

ough County and was truly 

limited in size due to geogra-

phy. Ennismore residents 

gravitated to Peterborough 

City via Bridgenorth. Origi-

nally this required a danger-

ous lake crossing, first by 

boat and later by floating 

bridge, but that is another 

story! 

The Peter Robinson settlers 

consisted of 68 families. Each 

was given a 100 acre lot. The 

rest of the township was di-

vided among 3 groups: lots 

for sale by the government of 
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Friends and Neighbours: Ennismore 

lies were large and names 

seemed to be in short supply. In 

the 1861 census, there were 70 

Sullivans listed with the follow-

ing first names: 

John ï 8 

Cornelius ï 8 

Mary ï 7 

Patrick -6 

Bridget ï 4 

Eugene ï 3 

Johnanna ï 3 

Margaret ï 3 

Hannah ï 3 

Catherine ï 3 

Bartholemew ï 3 

Timothy ï 2 

Michael ï 2 

The census also contained 35 

Shanahans, 24 Collinsô plus lots 

of Curtains, Hickson, Scollard, 

Galvin, Flood, Hickey, Galvin, 

Conway, OôConnor, Young and 

many others. Needless to say, 

there were lots of nicknames 

used . Second generations of 

these families became settlers in 

the Kinmount area.  

In 1846, the Great Potato Fam-

ine hit Ireland leading to mil-

lions of poor, desperate Irish 

settlers flooding North America. 

Oddly enough, the earlier Peter 

Robinson group did not accept 

these newcomers. The originals 

were 2 decades removed from 

Ireland and had become quite 

acclimatized to Canada. Many of 

the second wave were labourers 

or ñgarden Irishò who didnôt 

know how to wield an axe, hitch 

a horse or plow ground: all nec-

essary functions in pioneer Canada. 

They also brought diseases with 

them including cholera and small-

pox which established settlers 

wished to avoid. 

The earliest settlers loved their 

ñstrong liquorsò, and the township 

soon supported 7 taverns. In the 

1890s, a dry priest was appointed to 

Ennismore parish. He identified 

alcohol as a leading social blight on 

the township, so he quickly set 

about banishing the taverns. Under 

his influence, the township council 

voted to raise the tavern licence fee 

to $600, effectively pushing the 

taverns out of business. Now some 

disgruntled bar owners were tempt-

ed to ignore the licence and operate 

under the table. So the priest placed 

a curse on those who sold alcohol: 

their establishments would burn to 

the ground if they tried to ignore 

the law. After the first two trans-

gressors did in fact have their busi-

nesses destroyed by fire, the curse 

was taken seriously! A century lat-

er, another lodge attempted to oper-

ate a bar room; it also burned 

down! Was the curse still in effect? 

In true Irish tradition, there was 

never a proper village or town in 

Ennismore. The centre of the town-

ship was, and continues to be, a 

settlement first know as ñThe 

Crossò and now called simply 

Ennismore. It started off in true 

Irish style as a Church, to which 

were added a school ,Post Office,  

blacksmith shop, several stores and 

a tavern; all grouped around a cross 

roads in the centre of the settle-

ment.  The church was for several 

decades administered first from 

Peterborough as a mission, then 

from Downeyville as a branch. The 

old log church was soon outgrown, 

and a new church St Martins of 

Tours built for the large congrega-

tion. By 1890, Ennismore received 

a long overdue designation as an 

independent parish.  

  Today the ñCrossò is known as 

Ennismore Post Office, and still 

contains a Church, Community 

Centre/Arena, Post Office school 

and a store.  But the name 

Ennismore is still applied to the 

whole Township, and not just the 

St. Martinôs Parish Buildings, 1910; St. Martinôs Church, 

1874; St. Martinôs Rectory, 1880; Parish Hall and 

Ennismore Continuation School, 1905 
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Public Transit Kinmount to Lindsay  
Departs @ 8 am Monday June 11 & June 25 

Gateway General Store & Café  

Cost $2 

Chemong Lake Floating Bridge & Causeway 

The Kawartha Lakes, for all their 

beauty, can be a dreadful nui-

sance to transportation and travel. 

There are only so many 

ñnarrowsò that can be easily 

bridged for north-south move-

ment by road. The Township of 

Ennismore has such a problem. It 

is virtually surrounded by water 

and separated from its main cen-

tre at Bridgenorth by the expanse 

of Chemong Lake. The easiest (ie 

shortest route) from Ennismore to 

Bridgenorth and hence Peterbor-

ough City was strait across the 

lake. It was a long detour to go 

around Chemong Lake.  

The earliest settlers rowed across 

the lake by canoe, scow or barge. 

Bad weather and winter were 

huge deterrents to travel by wa-

ter. Drownings were frequent and 

the whole agonizing trip made 

life difficult. The next solution 

was a floating bridge. The first 

floating bridge was opened in 

1870 at the cost of a mere $1,000. 

Ice from the spring breakup was 

a problem, and in 1880 a second 

floating bridge was installed. 

This one was made of lighter 

wood and was built in sections to 

allow flexibility. It was anchored 

to the bottom of Mud Lake (as 

Chemong was originally called) 

by chains and large rocks. A re-

movable section was installed to 

allow for the passage of boats 

from lower Chemong Lake into 

the Trent Canal. The second 

bridge lasted 20 years until it too 

was beyond repair. 

The third (and last) floating 

bridge was built in 1901. The 

total length was 3,638ô with 2 

causeways at each end absorbing 

1,000ô and the rest being the true 

floating bridge. Capacity was only 

five tons. Anything heavier would 

cause the floating sections to sink 

or submerge in the water. School 

buses would unload the students to 

walk across while stock trucks of-

ten had to walk their loads across as 

well. The bridge was impassable 

during much of the winter and 

windy days created havoc! Some-

times a section would break away 

and had to be retrieved. Ice & water 

spray made the deck slippery and 

many was the car that slid through 

the weak wooden railings and end-

ed up at the bottom of Chemong 

Lake.  

Legend has it the Catholic Priest 

who blessed the bridge proclaimed 

nobody would ever drown from 

falling off the bridge. In fact, no-

body ever did drown off the bridge: 

a miracle indeed! But lots of vehi-

cles did play submarine. They were 

supposed to be retrieved from their 

underwater graves. One story goes 

a diver was brought in to help re-

trieve a sunken car and led to the 

spot of the demise. He went down, 

resurfaced and asked the owner for 

the make, model, colour and prefer-

ably serial number. Evidently it was 

a busy spot ! 

The residents of Ennismore were 

still dissatisfied with the floating 

bridge and as early 1932 petitioned 

for a causeway.  But the cost was 

exorbitant and the idea languished 

until 1948 when a more determined 

petition was made to the new Prem-

ier, Leslie Frost from Lindsay. The 

local Premier made things happen, 

and in 1949 the dream of a cause-

way was realized.  No more hazard-

ous journeys across the  

surface of Che-

mong Lake.  

Since then, the 

causeway has 

been widened 

and improved.  

SUNDAY MORNING KIDS CLUB  
9 am - 10 am, St. James Anglican Church 



Firewood  

All Hardwood  

Delivery Available 

Brian @ 705.488.1828 
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Myth Busters:   

ñMake Your Own Quality Wineò 

87 Bobcaygeon Rd., Box 654 

Minden, ON  K0M 2K0 

(705) 286-1642 
minden-winestore@hotmail.com 

Downtown Minden, beside  C I B C 

 

Recently a stretch of sidewalk was 

refreshed along the Monck Road in 

the village of Kinmount.  Employ-

ees of the company who was award-

ed the contract by the City of Ka-

wartha Lakes worked diligently to 

have the sidewalk created and com-

pleted so as to create the least dis-

ruption to residents along the side-

walk.   

The company has been acknowl-

edged by the province for its inno-

vation in protecting the integrity of 

their work from vandals who histor-

ically have chosen to deface con-

crete work with handprints and ini-

tials, by hiring a team of Senior Citi-

zens to police the work area.   

ñLocal citizenry are engaged in se-

curing the sidewalk work zone 

For the duration of the project.  

Their job is to ensure appropriate 

adherence to signage,ò clarified 

Joseph Trottoir  the project manager 

who was on site.   

Guy Scot, our editor who went to 

chronicle the new walkway for this 

edition of the Gazette found out how 

seriously this Senior Sidewalk 

Security team takes their responsi-

bilities. When the reporter asked for 

permission to walk along the newly 

formed sidewalk he was redirected 

to the other side of the road by the 

Senior Sentinel on duty.  He com-

plied, but no before snapping this 

picture of for the Gazette,  óWe are 

very please with the quality of ser-

vice provided by your local senior 

population,ò  declared Marcia Piede 

Come to the Fair!  Labour Day Weekend 

August 31, September 1, 2, 2012 

Grandstand Show -  Emerson Drive 

Donôt Miss The Ben Show 

Fernandez the Hypnotist 

Demolition Derbies, Tractor Pulls & More! 

MACLAY EXPERIENCE 

Coming to Moonlight Mania 

July 14 - Main Street 



Bill Bluett Retires After 26 Years 
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Twenty-six years at one job seems 

an eternity.  Very few people today 

spend that length of time at one job. 

But thatôs how long Bill Bluett has 

spent as grounds-keeper at the Kin-

mount Fairgrounds. Every spring 

and summer, Bill lovingly mani-

cured the Fairgrounds in prepara-

tion for the Kinmount Fair. He 

treated the Fairgrounds as his own 

backyard: making sure the famous 

grounds looked its best, often under 

some trying weather conditions. 

The Board of Directors have al-

ways been proud of the Grounds, 

arguably rated the most beautiful 

fairgrounds in Ontario. 

Bill ñretiredò to Kinmount 27 years 

ago and promptly started a second 

career as a grounds keeper. In fact, 

Bill took his role so seriously, he 

eventually moved close to the Fair-

grounds where he could ñ over 

lookò his baby. Bill also served 

many roles at the Fair. One of his 

duties was washrooms or ñtoilet 

patrolò. Two memorable incidents 

stood out in his era of the potty-

6 Hunter Street,  

PO Box 256 

Kinmount, On, K0M 2A0 

www.quiltersinn.net 

Studio 705-887-8499 

Residence705-488-1312 

E-mail: 

quiltagrafix@gmail.com 

The Quilters Inn               Barb Leffering 
Longarm Machine Quilting              Quilting Retreats 

Classes                                                        Notions 

Fabric  -  over 1200 bolts, wide backing, childrenôs fabric, panels, blenders & more 

Open Saturday, Sunday and most afternoons  

Please call to confirm weekly hours 

 

patrol. One year 

a lady in a pan-

ic reported she 

had lost a wad 

of twenty dollar 

bills down the 

hole in the La-

dies Washroom 

(in the pre-flush 

era). She re-

ported seeing 

them last float-

ing on the 

ñsurfaceò. Bill 

got out his 

trusty broom-

rake, duct taped another handle to 

extend it (it was a long way 

down!) and went ñfishingò for the 

cash. Nothing was ever found. But 

it does show his dedication to the 

job! Another year a ñladyò with 

issues towards the Fairôs toilets 

tried to re-decorate the wash-

rooms. She tore off every toilet 

seat and some of the stall doors in 

the Womenôs Washroom before 

the rampage was stopped. It was 

Billôs job to put the facilities back 

in working order for the next day. 

It took every toilet seat in Kin-

mount, but the duty was accom-

plished! 

Bill Bluett was also a lead actor in 

Kinmountôs most famous movie: 

the documentary ò A Country 

Doctorò. His performance was 

pure, unscripted and truly genu-

ine.  Hollywood never called, but 

thatôs their loss! Best wishes in 

this your ñsecond retirementò Bill. 

Although, I donôt think you really 

stop; you just change jobs! 

Kinmount Artisans  Marketplace  
Local Fine Art, Handcrafts, Gifts & Antiques  

Local History Books & Souvenirs  
Lower Level  

Kinmount Community Centre  

         County Rd. 45 W. at 121  

SHOP TAX FREE! 

www.kinmountartisans.ca  

Fri.-Sun. 10am - 4pm - AS OF JUNE 15 OPEN DAILY  

Youôre Invited... 

EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT  

Beginning July 5  
6:30 pm  

Austin Sawmill Heritage Park  

Explore our market!  
Saturdays, 9 am - 2 pm  
May 19th - October 6th 

Organic veggies, baked goods, honey, beef, 

lamb, maple syrup, unique crafts & much more! 

 
 

 

  

Kinmount Farmers Market  

 At  Austin Sawmill Heritage Park  

Call 705-799-1237 or visit kinmountfarmersmarket.ca 

You wonôt leave empty-handed!  
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Ridgewood Public School Heritage Fair:  Kinmount Students Strut Their Stuff 

Congratulations to the Kin-

mount Students who partici-

pated in this yearôs Heritage 

Fair at Ridgewood PS.  As a 

judge, I was proud to see that 

five students chose to do pro-

jects on Kinmount.  It shows 

that our children have an ap-

preciation for the town they 

live in.   

 

 

Clockwise from top:  Ma-

kaylah Coleman; Madison 

Lyons; Chloe Crawford;  C.J. 

(Clark) March; Julien Austin. 

 

 

Mon. - Fri. 7 am - 8 pm  

 Sat. & Sun.  8 am - 8 pm 

Browse our fine selection of 

Shrubs,  

Trees  

and Flowers 

705-488-1101 

Gateway General Store  

and Cafe 

Great Gift Ideas for  

your Special Dad!  

The Patio is open! 

Treat Dad to a delicious home cooked meal! 

Fatherôs Day June 17, 2012 

Drop in, check 

out  whatôs new! 
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The Waterfalls from White 

Lake into Salerno Lake.  The 

White Lake Dam is visible in 

the background. Dianne Spring  

Broker of Record/Owner 
dspring@sympatico.ca 

www.diannespring.com 

Vic Spring 

 Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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New Installations or Renovations 

Mansfield Plumbing  

Commercial, Residential, Cottages 

Rick Mansfield, Licensed Plumber  
Complete systems from in-coming water to 

 out-going waste! 
16 Highland Gate Blvd. 

Minden, Ontario K0M 2K0 

705-286-1126 or 705-286-1340 
 

Kinmount Pharmacy 
We are committed to your health 

 
Be a part of the Kinmount Pharmacy Family 

Have your prescriptions filled with us! 
To serve you better we are now located at the Medical Centre 

 
We provide  Free Medical, Vitamins & Herbal Consultations  

   Free Medication Review & Delivery 
 

Hours are:     Mon. to Wed. 9 am to 5:30 pm 
         Thurs.  9 am to 8 pm 

     Fri. 9 am to 5 pm 
 

   T. 705-488-1960       

  F. 705-488-1959 

YARD SALE, BAKE SALE & BBQ  

Saturday, June 23 
Kinmount Legion 

Vendor space available 

Call  705-488-3462 
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Victoria Pony Club Champions 

 

705-488-2266 

The Kinmount Agricultural Society  

Proudly presents 

The 5th Annual 

Kinmount Country Jamboree 
June 21 - 24, 2012 

Kinmount Fair Grounds 

For information call 705-488-2372 

Or visit wwww.kinmountfair.net 

Camping Available 

8:30 pm 
at Train Station 

Friday July 13th ... 

From the left:  Kinmount LCBO staff Leanne Hobson, Tina Gilligan & 

Joanne Lemieux shared cake with customers May 4 in celebration of  

Kinmount LCBOôs 50th anniversary.  The current LCBO was built in 

1986.  Prior to that the LCBO was located in the first  building on the 

right heading south over the bridge.  Photo submitted by Tina Gilligan. 

Show Jumping winners from Barrie 

Horse Show: 

#10 - Lexie Vahey Grand Champi-

on in Starter Division (2'6") 

#11 Rachel Scott Grand Champion 

in Beginner Division (2"9") 

Amelia Austin Grand Champion in 

Pre-Entry A1 Division (1'9") 

Natasha Austin Grand Champion in 

Entry Division (2'3") 

All 4 local riders won their divi-

sions! 

The Victoria Pony Club, a branch of the Canadian Po-

ny Club, began in 1985 in the Kawartha Lakes region.  

Members of the group come from Kinmount, Halibur-

ton, Burnt River and Galway.  This group of horse 

lovers participates in education, games, jumping, dres-

sage and is always looking for new members.  To en-

quire contact Guy Scott, District Commissioner at 705-488-3182 or 

gdsscott@mail.com or visit online at canadianponyclub.org. 


