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FREE Downtown Street Party! 4 - 9 pm Sat. Aug. 12  
Live Entertainment - Classic Cars - Wagon Rides - Critter Visit 
Railway Museum - Chicken Poop Bingo - Vendors - Displays 

Great Food - Pizza Eating Contest - Kids Zone & More! 

FREE VENDOR SPACE Call 705-488-2919 to book! 

 

HERITAGE IN THE VILLAGE FESTIVAL  
6:30 pm Thursday July 6 Music in the Park & BBQ  

8:30 pm Friday July 7 Free Ghost Tour Railway Station 

Saturday July 8 Kinmount Highland Games  

8:30 am - 4 pm Kinmount Fairgrounds Admission $10 - 12 & under free 
Highland Dance, Pipe Bands, Heavy Games, Timber Sports, Artisans, Vendors, Childrenôs Area 

       Vendor Space Available 705-731-7283 

& BBQ 

Free Concerts 

Thursday 
Evenings 

July &  
August 
6:30 pm 
Austin  

Sawmill Park 
Line up pg. 13 

 

  The Kinmount Committee for Planning &  
Economic Development Presentsé.. 

 Kinmount Fairgrounds  

5:30 pm Saturday July 1  
Live Music    BBQ    Wagon Rides  

                                                  Kids Games  
RCL Colour Party Parade 7pm  

FIREWORKS AT DUSK   Silver Collection 

  

Highland Games 
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Friends and Neighbours: Huntsville 
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Hunstville grew up on a nar-

rows between Vernon and 

Fairy Lakes. The narrow river 

was also part of the north 

branch of the mighty Musko-

ka River. The clinching event 

for the village site was the 

arrival of the Muskoka Colo-

nization Road in 1869. This 

vital transportation artery ran 

through the future village and 

a major bridge was built at the 

spot. The founder of the vil-

lage, Captain George Hunt, 

recognized the future town 

siteôs potential and literally 

founded Hunstville, named in 

his honour. The only other 

inhabitant was a trapper, Wil-

liam Cann, and the two pio-

neers split the town site be-

tween them by mutual agree-

ment.  

It was obvious from the start 

that Huntsville would draw its 

prosperity from the lumber 

trade. Suitable farm land in 

North Muskoka was scarce. 

The various branches of the 

Muskoka River all ran 

through the village and the 

early log drives were huge. 

Huntsville townsite had no 

waterfalls for natural power, 

so all local mills used steam 

power. The arrival of the 

Northern and Pacific Railway 

in 1885 gave a huge impetus 

to the village of Huntsville 

and huge sawmills soon pro-

liferated in the area. The rail-

way also fed the growth of the 

tourist industry, which even-

tually replaced lumbering as 

the top industry. Hunstville 

had competition from nearby 

communities when it came 

time for the railway to arrive. 

Hoodstown and Port Sydney 

also desired to replace Hun-

stville as a railway centre on 

the line that eventually 

reached North Bay and the 

rest of the world. But some-

how the rivals were bypassed 

by the new line. Hoodstown 

soon became a ghost town 

and Port Sydney never attained 

the size and importance of its ri-

val.  

Huntsville also enjoyed a geo-

graphical advantage from its posi-

tion among the lakes in North 

Muskoka. While the Muskoka 

River system was broken by many 

waterfalls, boats based at Hunts-

ville could steam long distances 

without being blocked by natural 

obstacles. Steam boats could 

reach all the way to near Brace-

bridge to the south, long distances 

west and north, and thanks to a 

ñportage railwayò access Dwight 

and Dorset on the Lake of Bays to 

the east. The town served as a 

base for a small fleet of steam 

boats that touched all these 

ñportsò.  

Being on the Muskoka River and 

its many branches meant logs 

from a wide area including much 

of Algonquin Park passed through 

Huntsville. The town was the first 

railway stop for many of these 

logs which fed the nearby mills. A 

road was built east to reach 

Dwight and link with the Bob-

caygeon Road coming north from 

Dorset. This pioneer road eventu-

ally morphed into Highway #60 

and became the access road to 

Algonquin Park. Huntsville was 

dubbed the ñwest Gateò to the 

famous park. 

In the early days, Huntsville was 

an industrial centre. The main 

economic activity revolved 

around the lumbering industry and 

a large number of sawmills. While 

the main timber harvested was 

pine, the town acquired a tannery 

in the 1890s. The leather process 

required huge amounts of hem-

lock bark. The bark contained 

tanin, who was used to make a 

chemical bath to process hides 

into leather. It was cheaper to ship 

the cow hides to Huntsville than 

ship the tan bark elsewhere! The 

entire area of the Ottawa-Huron 

Tract was filled with hemlock, 

and every community (including 

Kinmount) shipped quantities of 

tan bark to tanneries.  

Each year the Anglo-Canadian Tan-

nery bought 6,000-7,000 cords of 

hemlock bark @ $5 per cord. Since 

hemlock lumber was second grade, 

the bark made harvesting this sec-

ond-rate tree profitable. The tan-

nery produced 12-16 tons of (shoe) 

sole leather a week at its zenith! It 

was the largest producer of 

ñSpanish sole leatherò in the British 

Empire. The Huntsville tannery 

produced a unique white sole leath-

er. In an age when all shoes were 

made from leather (as well as huge 

quantities of horse harness), leather 

was a huge business in our area. 

The mill employed 200 men in the 

tannery alone! 

By 1920, the lumber industry was 

in decline. 

Huntsville 

began to cash 

in on the tour-

ist industry. 

The local 

lakes were 

ideal for sum-

mer play, and 

the lakes 

were soon 

dotted with 

large resorts. 

Private cot-

tages were 

not popular 

until the 

1940s; most 

tourists 

stayed in the 

big resorts or 

camped in 

tents. Many 

early tourists 

came from 

the United 

States, arriv-

ing by railway 

and being 

shuttled to the 

resorts by 

steam boat. 

The road net-

work was 

expanded 

after the 

1930s.  

Today Hunstville is a prosper-

ous tourist town. The neigh-

bouring Muskoka Lakes are 

jam-packed with cottages and 

every summer the area comes 

alive with tourists enjoying the 

(almost) pristine wilderness. In 

the 1970s the old township 

system of local government 

was amalgamated into larger 

units based on urban centres. 

The Town of Hunstville con-

tains parts of 6 original town-

ships.  

From top:  Huntsville Tan-

nery; Huntsville Mainstreet; 

Anglo-Canadian Tannery 

Band 
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PROPANE 

SERVICES 

 

WETT 

Certified 

 

        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 

Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 
Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  

Kinmount Gazette!  

 

ALPACA GOLD  

Fertilizer  

120 French Line, Kinmount 

ñVisit our alpacas while we  

bag alpaca beans for youò 

Dianne & Vic Spring 

705 - 488 - 3100 

    Evenings Only 

Kinmount United Church is an ex-

ample of an architectural style of the 

era, known as balloon framing. The 

present day church building was 

built by volunteers of the Kinmount 

United Church of Scotland in 1867. 

These volunteers from the congrega-

tion used building materials from the 

local sawmill (Craig and Austin). 

This simpler framing method made 

it easier for settlers, farmers, and 

others, not trained in joinery of tim-

bers, to quickly construct simple 

dwellings with lumber and nails as 

opposed to timber frame or braced 

framed. The Kinmount United 

Church reflects this simple 

construction type. 

The church sits atop the 

original stone foundation 

which was laid in 1866. 

The main beam of the 

church is the original 

beam from its construction 

in 1867. There is no floor 

under the church, just 

sand. The main floor of 

the church consists of the 

original wide planks. 

The bell tower and church 

bell were donated by John 

Hunter in 1907. 

Kinmount United Church 

Kinmount Flood 2017 

Well the Flood of 2017 is over, and while it didnôt rival the 

Flood of 2014, it did leave us with a few memories. The follow-

ing images were recorded at the Kinmount Dam. 

Poor Minden also got floodedéagain!  

Kinmount  

Pioneer Society  

is seeking volunteers  
for the display at  

Kinmount Fair  
Call 705 488 3182  
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History of Canada:  The Boer War 
he lived up to his nickname by allow-

ing 1,000 volunteers to go to the Boer 

War, provided the British paid the 

bills.  

The 1,000 volunteers quickly swelled 

into nearly 9,000 men as adventurers, 

patriots and the bored rushed to war. 

The Canadian Contingent included a 

large number of ñcowboysò from 

Western Canada; just what the British 

needed! Once the Canadian cowboys ar-

rived (along with their Australian counter-

parts), the Boer War tilted in favour of the 

British Imperial forces. Outnumbered, out-

gunned and now faced with frontier horse-

men equal in ability to the Boer horsemen, 

the Boer War ended with a British victory.  

A number of local men volunteered to fight 

in the Boer War. Addison Courtmanche 

from Norland went to South Africa. The 

indomitable (Sir) Sam Hughes also went 

overseas.  

The conquering heroes returned home to a 

patriotic welcome. The honour of the Brit-

ish Empire was upheld, and it was a great 

day when Canadians came to the aid of 

mother Britain, instead of vice-versa. Victo-

ry parades, welcome home parties and gen-

eral good will greeted the returning soldiers. 

The Canadian forces suffered 270 dead, 

about half of the number felled by disease 

or accidents. It was a clean little war; 

few casualties, lots of adventure and 

glory and a positive result. The Boer 

War lulled Canadians into believing the 

Great War which broke out in 1914 

would be similar. In this belief, they 

were totally wrong.  

Canadian Culture Surges 

In the era between 1900 and 1914, Ca-

nadian culture began to flower. For the 

first time in our history, Canadian writ-

ers began to produce literature that was 

clearly Canadian. Previously our litera-

Boer War 

In 1898, the British Empire went to war in 

South Africa against the Boer republics. The 

Boers were a group of Dutch farmers who 

settled in South Africa prior to 1800, when 

the area was a Dutch colony. During the 

Napoleonic wars, South Africa was absorbed 

by the British. The Boers moved inland to 

keep their independence. After decades of 

uneasy peace, war broke out when gold and 

diamonds were found in the Boer republics. 

The mighty British Empire vs the small Boer 

republics looked like a mismatch. But to 

everyoneôs surprise, the determined Boers 

easily defeated the British attacks and 

wounded the pride of the mighty British Em-

pire. Rival European states mocked the Brit-

ish.  

After the early reverses, the British decided 

to change strategy. The Boer commandoes 

found from horseback in guerilla style, mov-

ing fast and disappearing quickly. The plod-

ding British Army needed their own guerril-

las, and they turned to their colonies for 

help. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, the Canadian prime 

Minister, was a conflicted leader. French-

Canadians opposed Canadians being sent to 

fight wars overseas, especially at tax-payers 

expense. English Canadians were anxious to 

support the British Empire.  Laurier was 

nicknamed ñThe Great Compromiserò, and 

ture dealt with themes dictated by Europe-

an issues. Some famous writers and poets 

emerged to world-wide attention. 

Lucy Maude Montgomery broke through 

with her original ñAnne Of Green Gablesò 

novel in 1908. The story of the plucky 

young orphan from Prince Edward Island 

soon captured an audience world-wide 

and turned sleepy rural PEI into a tourist 

destination. Anybody travelling to Cana-

daôs smallest province will be made aware 

of two facts: Charlottetown was the birth-

place of Confederation and Cavendish 

(Avonlea) is the birthplace of Anne 

Shirley! L. M. Montgomery went on to 

publish 21 more novels about life in Can-

ada; many written at her residence in 

Leaksdale, Ontario. She became Canadaôs 

most famous writer, selling thousands of 

copies of her books translated into over 

30 languages! Her novels were particular-

ly popular in Japan.  

Anne of Green Gables has been made into 

countless movies, mini-series, musicals, 

stage plays, cartoons; just about every 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

Continue p. 18 
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our visit to this massive mu-

seum well in advance of our 

arri-val. Each of us had tak-

en a famous piece of art to 

re-search and study. We 

then all came together and 

plotted these on a map of the 

Lou-vre in order to plan our 

visit and optimize our 

timeðyou have to do this 

when there are 12 km of 

hallways! We saw many 

great works of art, including 

Liberty Leading the People, 

the Mona Lisa, the Raft of 

the Medusa.  

From the Louvre we headed 

to the train station where we 

were catching our train to 

Amsterdam for the final leg 

of our journey.  

April 13-15, 2017  

The Netherlands are beauti-

ful and Amsterdam is truly a 

remarkable city which we 

were able to see from a very 

special perspectiveðduring 

a canal cruise on one of the 

many canals which wind 

their way through the city. 

The canals are lined by 

beautiful buildings and the 

architecture really gave us 

some insight into how the 

locals have adapted to their 

environment.  

A good portion of the Neth-

erlands is actually located 

below sea level and so many 

different elements of the 

culture that we identify as 

being traditionally Dutch, 

are due to their geographic 

location. For example, we 

learned that the dykes and 

windmills are essential to 

the draining of the land, and 

that the houses are built in 

certain ways to allow for the  

Continued on p. 6  

 

 

 

Trip Diary:  Paris and Amsterdam 

Submitted by Annabelle Cloutier 

Austin and Natasha Austin  

April 10-12, 2017  

We were still feeling exhilarated by 

our time at the Vimy Memorial 

when we loaded the bus to head to 

Paris for the next part of our jour-

ney. We had studied all of the ma-

jor attractions that were on our itin-

erary and had virtually visited the 

City of Lights via the internet, but 

nothing prepared us for the beauty 

that Paris presented to us.  

The city of Paris hums with excite-

ment. Everywhere you look there 

are people and cars and history and 

art. It is a thriving city and we were 

immediately swept up in its charm.  

Our visit to Paris included time to 

explore the Champs dôElysee a 

grand avenue of shops, cafes, and 

theatres at one end of which is lo-

cated the Arc de Triomphe. We 

were fortunate to have the oppor-

tunity to see the French Flag flying 

at the Arc in honour of the anniver-

sary of the Battle of Vimy Ridge.  

In our plan was a chance to explore 

the catacombs beneath the city 

wherein the bodies of many Parisi-

ans are buried. While this sounds a 

bit macabre, it was definitely some-

thing on our wish list to see. Unfor-

tunately, time got away on us and 

so this part of our tour was can-

celled. We decided that we would 

just have to come back to see this 

part of Paris.  

We were able to enjoy some time at 

Notre Dame Cathedral where we 

admired the beautiful rose windows, 

and appreciated the gothic architec-

ture of a building that was designed 

and built so long ago.  

One of our favourite parts of our 

journey happened on the evening 

we were able to visit the Eiffel 

|Tower which was sparkling with 

thousands of twinkle lights. Our trip 

to the very top gave us the chance 

to see Paris at night and oh what a 

sight it was. We truly were able to 

appreciate why it is called  
the City of Lightsðla ville lumiere.  

The next day we visited the Louvre 

and were able to see so many fa-

mous works of art. We had planned TURTLE WATCH IN EFFECT  
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storage of goods in the upper lev-

els where the house was warmer 

and drier. We didnôt see any fenc-

es in the Netherlands because they 

use the dykes to separate fields 

from one another and as a natural 

barrier for their livestock.  

A highlight of our visit to Amster-

dam was the opportunity to visit 

the attic where Anne Frank and her 

family had hidden during the Sec-

ond World War during the occupa-

tion of Holland, and in which she 

had written her famous diary. It is 

a very popular attraction, and so 

the line-up was very long. How 

special it was to be able to see the 

space where this little girl had 

written the words that have im-

pacted so many.  

ñI keep my ideals, because in spite 

of everything I still believe that 

people are really good at heart.ò 

Anne Frank  

The following day, were able to 

visit a traditional Dutch village and 

experience the wonder of the 

cheese and the chocolate for which 

the Netherlands are famous, and 

which may have destroyed our 

ability to enjoy either in Canada 

ever again! We tried on traditional 

wooden shoes, and even bought 

some to bring back with us as spe-

cial souvenirs.  

Our trip was an amazing adven-

ture, that was even more special  

because we were able to travel to-

gether. Our shared experiences in 

Vimy, Paris and the Netherlands, 

helped us to understand a little bit 

more about the world and how we 

as Canadians fit in. We are forever 

grateful for the experience.  

Trip Diary Part 2: Paris & Amsterdam 

VOLUME 9 IS HERE!  
 
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 9 Patrons 

 Marjorie Paradis  Joe McGee 

 The Lemire Family   Mary Jane & Gerald Tyndale  

 Buck & Janice Thibideau The Harbinson Family 

 Anonymous   Bonnie Wilkins 

 The Pearson Family  Bruce and Debbie Peck 

 Marg Allen   In Loving Memory of Joe Bowman  

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

References Available 
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Last monthôs Spot the Shot: 

Along Walkerôs Road 

 

 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
 

705-488-2266 

PO Box 39 
Kinmount On K0M 2A0 

Here we are again at the front end of 

a brand new Summer Season. The 

wonderful smell of a campfire, and 

all the bar-be-queôd steaks and 

burgers that will all unfold over 

the next few monthsé 

It doesnôt matter whether youôre 

here on weekends, or if you live 

here full time, there is always a 

sense of excitement associated with 

getting on with the season when you 

are able to enjoy such a wonderful 

place like Kinmount and the sur-

rounding area. 

We encourage you to 

spread your day visits 

throughout this great 

area ours ï discover what each of 

our rivers, lakes, villages and 

hamlets have to offer. We all 

know how it feels to ñboastò a 

little to visitors about the special 

things this area has to offer. Take 

a little time and enjoy this your-

self as well. 

All the best to you and your fami-

ly and friends ï stay safe, stay 

happy, and enjoy this wonderful 

2017 season! 

Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

 

Kinmount Gazette  TO THE 
$25 per year - Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or email: ybrauer@bell.net 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 8 $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

Kinmountôs Big Chair; 

a popular choice for 

photo ops. 

 


