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Friends and Neighbours:  Baptiste 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

Baptiste is more commonly 

the name of a large lake in 

Herschel Township near Ban-

croft. Baptiste Lake in on the 

Madawaska River system and 

empties into the Ottawa Riv-

er. But it also drains a large 

part of Haliburton County in 

Harcourt and Bruton Town-

ships and into Algonquin 

Park. From the High Dam on 

Baptiste Lake, boaters can 

travel 25 miles through a se-

ries of lakes including Ele-

phant and Benoir Lakes.  

Baptiste Lake has an exten-

sive aboriginal history. The 

Lake is named  after the Bap-

tiste Family who were resi-

dent on the lake when the first 

settlers arrived in the 1850s. 

The Baptistes, Lavalles and 

Benoirs were members of the 

Golden Lake Algonquin band 

from the Ottawa Valley. 

These families had been driv-

en from the Bancroft area by 

the Iroquois during the Bea-

ver Wars (1600-1700) when 

their friends and allies the 

Hurons were destroyed. When 

the Iroquois were pushed out 

of Ontario by the Mississau-

gas in the late 1600s, the Al-

gonquins regained the area as 

their hunting grounds. Lake 

Baptiste was a border be-

tween the Algonquins and the 

Mississauga Paudash family 

who lived on Paudash Lake 

just to the south.  The first 

settlers encountered the above 

3 native families who resided 

on Baptiste Lake for many 

generations.  

Baptiste Lake slumbered 

along as a quiet lake, home to 

a few lumbermen until the 

1890s when the IB&O rail-

way arrived from the Halibur-

ton boundary. The railway 

hugged the south shore of the 

Lake as it made its way to a 

junction with the Central On-

tario Railway (COR) at York 

River near Birdôs Creek. This 

junction meant railway con-

tact was established with Lind-

say and the Toronto corridor. In 

fact, the IB&O was often used 

by locals instead of the COR 

line.  

The IB&O opened up the area 

around Baptiste Lake to the lum-

ber and mineral industries. Good 

and people could now be moved 

easily from the area to outside 

markets. Several sawmills 

sprang up along the shores of 

Baptiste Lake, including the 

famous Martin Sawmill. The 

Railway also brought tourists: 

from Bancroft and outside 

points. In the era before motor 

cars, railway access was a key to 

tourism, and as the photos re-

veal, the IB&O couldnôt get any 

closer to the Lake! Several lodg-

es opened up and individual cot-

tage lots were sold along the 

line.  

The IB&O station on the south 

shore of Baptiste Lake became a 

village with a store, church and 

lodge (named the ñChateuaò), 

not to mention a series of docks. 

The big sawmill was near the 

second station on the line, 

named Mud Creek.  For years 

Baptiste Village was accessible 

by rail only! Even in the 1920s 

and 1930s, hordes of cottagers 

descended on the Lake by rail, 

the roads being too few and too 

rough. After WW II, the road 

access was much improved and 

the IB&O began to lose busi-

ness. In 1960 the IB&O rails 

were torn up and an era ended in 

Baptiste. The old rail bed was 

turned into a road running from 

Highland Grove to Birdôs Creek: 

the main access to the Lake.  

The native inhabitants of Bap-

tiste Lake always claimed the 

waters had magical 

powers. Generations of 

tourist have agreed. 

Even today, the Lake 

attracts hundreds of 

tourists and lives on in 

local folklore.  

 

A ï Bancroft 

B ï York River Junction (IB&O and COR Railways) 

C ï Hamlet of Baptiste 

D ï Highland Grove 

E ï Cardiff Village 
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Kinmount Veteran Receives Reward 

The Kinmount Tartan 
Menôs Cap - Tartan Scarf  

Tammy - Menôs Tie  

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace or 
Contact Diane at 705-488-2635 

 Minden      Family Dentistry 

FULL DENTURES 

PARTIAL DENTURES 

RELINES AND REPAIRS 

Orthodontics / TMJ 

Sleep Apnea  

General Dentistry 
 

705 - 286 - 2522  
 

Dr. Steven Zaichuk, D.D.S. 

  

12281 Hwy. 35 

at Bobcaygeon Road 

The following article appeared in a 

newspaper in 1928. 

ñMr Warren Mintz, a former resi-

dent of Kinmount, has been ap-

prised of the fact he has fallen heir 

to $50,000 as  a result of an act of 

bravery while serving with the 

CEF in France. It was during the 

retreat from Cambrai in March, 

1918 that Sergeant Mintz at great 

risk to his own life succeeded in 

carrying a wounded Scottish of-

ficer to safety. The officer and his 

people did not forget their indebt-

edness to Sergeant Mintz and when 

the officers father passed away re-

cently, it was found he had shown 

his appreciation in a practical way. 

Mr Mintz, who is now residing near 

Bancroft, expects to leave in the 

spring for Scotland to receive his 

legacy. Sergeant Mintz joined the 

109th battalion in 1915 and was 

later drafted into the 20th battalion 

in France.ò  

Box 329 Minden 

Ontario K0M 2K0 

 

 

Gerard Pearson 

of  Mash Hill 

Ranch  and his 

new team  

provided sleigh 

rides at this 

yearôs Winter-

fest 



The Ballad was written by famous Scottish 

poet Sir Walter Scott in the early 1800s. The 

poem is written in ñScots Border Englishò. 

The language of southern Scotland at this 

time was ñMiddle Englishò. The poemôs 

language is confusing and difficult to under-

stand. The original poem has 46 verses, 

some of which have been left out in the in-

terests of the readerôs sanity! 

 

O HAVE ye na heard oô the fause Sakelde? 

O have ye na heard oô the keen Lord 

Scroop? 

How they hae taen bauld Kinmont Willie, 

On Hairibee to hang him up? 

 

Had Willie had but twenty men, 

But twenty men as stout as he, 

Fause Sakelde had never the Kinmont taen, 

Wiô eight score in his companie. 

 

They band his legs beneath the steed, 

They tied his hands behind his back; 

They guarded him, fivesome on each side, 

And they brought him ower the Liddel-rack. 

 

They led him throô the Liddel-rack, 

And also throô the Carlisle sands; 

They brought him to Carlisle castell, 

To be at my Lord Scroopôs commands. 

óMy hands are tied, but my tongue is free, 

And whae will dare this deed avow? 

Or answer by the Border 

law? 

Or answer to the bauld 

Buccleuch!ô 

 

óNow haud thy tongue, thou 

rank reiver! 

Thereôs never a Scot shall 

set ye free; 

Before ye cross my castle-

yate, 

I trow ye shall take farewell 

oô me.ô 

 

óFear na ye that, my lord,ô 

quoô Willie; 

óBy the faith oô my body, 
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The Ballad of Kinmont Willie 

 CAROLôS  

INCOME TAX SERVICE 
 

CAROL MIDDLETON 
INCOME TAX PREPARATION 

145 GALWAY ROAD 

KINMOUNT 

ON K0M 2A0 

 

705-488-2306 

middleton.tax@gmail.com 

 

Country Legend 

CARROLL BAKER 
Performs Country Classics 

Roger Bellwood Arena  

Fenelon Falls  

JUNE 13, 2015 
 7:30 pm 

For Tickets Call Steve 

705 -454 -9035  

 

The story of the name Kinmount has two 

potential origins. There is a Kinmont manor 

house in Scotland (see Volume 1, edition 1 

of the Gazette). But there is also the legend 

of Kinmont Willie Armstrong.  He was a 

ñborder revierò, a polite word for thief or 

pirate. He raided across the border into Eng-

land whenever possible, his favourite booty 

being cattle, sheep or horses. To the English, 

Kinmont Willie was aò wanted manò.  

Lord Scroop was the warden of the English 

March or border. Lord Buccleah was the 

warden of the Scottish March. Their duties 

were to keep ñorderò along the borders. 

They were less than successful and border 

revieing was very common. Kinmont Willie 

being the most famous of the pirates, his 

capture was a coup for the English. But Wil-

lie was seized on a ñDay Of Truceò when 

both sides met to parley about various com-

plaints. The truce lasted all day and it was 

forbidden to seize or arrest any reivers on 

that day. Willie was seized illegally on his 

way home.  The Scots were furious that the 

ñfalseò Scroop had acted on the Day Of 

Truce. They arranged a ñrescueò of Kinmont 

Willie from Carlisle Jail and spirited him 

back across the border. It was a coup from 

the Scots and am embarrassment for the 

English. Of course, the story was celebrated 

in verse by the Scots. 

Lord Scroop,ô he said, 

óI never yet lodged in a hostelrie, 

But I paid my lawing before I gaed.ô 

 

Now word is gane to the bauld Keeper, 

In Branksome Haô where that he lay, 

That Lord Scroop has taen the Kinmont Wil-

lie, 

Between the hours of night and day. 

 

He has taen the table wiô his hand, 

He garrôd the red wine spring on hie; 
óNow Christôs curse on my head,ô he said, 

óBut avenged of Lord Scroop Iôll be! 

 

He has taen the table wiô his hand, 

He garrôd the red wine spring on hie; 

óNow Christôs curse on my head,ô he said, 

óBut avenged of Lord Scroop Iôll be! 

 

óAnd have they taen him, Kinmont Willie, 

Against the truce of Border tide, 

And forgotten that the bauld Buccleuch 

Is keeper here on the Scottish side? 

 

And when we cam to the lower prison, 

Where Willie oô Kinmont he did lie: 

óO sleep ye, wake ye, Kinmont Willie, 

Upon the morn that thouôs to die?ô 

 

We scarce had won the Staneshaw-bank, 

When aô the Carlisle bells were rung, 

And a thousand men, in horse and foot, 

Camô wiô the keen Lord Scroop along. 

 

Buccleuch has turned to Eden Water, 

Even where it flowôd frae bank to brim, 

And he has plunged in wiô aô his band, 

And safely swam them throô the stream. 

 

He turned him on the other side, 

And at Lord Scroop his glove flung he: 

óIf ye like na my visit in merry England, 

In fair Scotland come visit me!ô 

 

Today Kinmont Willie is celebrated in leg-

end, verse and with his own beer! Kinmont 

Willie Stout honours the legendary reiver 

and his escape. And to keep things even 

more Scottish, his namesake village in On-

tario will soon hold its 

first Highland Games. 

Maybe the partici-

pants will hoist a pint 

in Willieôs honour.  

Kinmont Willie 

would be proud! 
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More Tales of the IB&O 
The height of land west 

of Baptiste Lake had one 

of the steepest grades 

east of the Rockies. The 

maximum recommended 

grade on railways was 

3% or 3 feet rise for eve-

ry 100 feet of track.  The 

terrain was so rough be-

tween Highland Grove and Baptiste 

that the tracks hugged the shore 

lines of 3 lakes (Jordan Lake, Dia-

mond lake & Baptiste Lake), the 

theory being it was the shore lines 

were the only level spots around, 

and it was easier to fill in the shore 

lines than the valleys and gullys 

between hills! At Baptiste Hill, the 

grade was 3.5%, and it was neces-

sary for the IBO to park the train 

on a siding, haul half the cars up 

the hill, and return to haul the other 

half up in a second trip! 

One time during this operation, the 

cars broke free from the engine and 

rolled back down the hill. A section 

crew were replacing a rail near the 

bottom of the hill. They were sev-

eral minutes away from completing 

the task when they noticed the run-

away cars coming down the hill. 

They calmly finished their job with 

the hurtling train coming at them. 

The rail was just nailed down when 

the cars passed safely over the rail, 

knocking the crewôs hand car into 

Baptiste Lake and eventually rolling 

to a stop! It was easier to fish a 

handcar out of the Lake than half a 

train! 

In 1890, an IB&O engine did end up 

in Baptiste Lake. It slid off the track 

and into the nearby lake. The insur-

ance agent was called, verified the 

loss and paid up. After the cheque 

was cashed, the IB&O crew man-

aged to ñliftò the old engine out of 

the lake, repair it and with a ñnew 

nameò it rejoined the meagre fleet. 

In fact derailments were so common 

on the IB&O that the train crews 

carried equipment to fix derailments 

as best they could. 

On one winter run, the engineer 

noticed the tender was not aligned 

properly to the engine. Closer in-

spection revealed the wheels of the 

locomotive were not even on the 

rails! The engine must have hit ice 

on the rails and jumped off the 

track! By the marks, they estimated 

the engine wheels had travelled off 

the rails for at least 4 miles! Not to 

be beaten by such a ñminorò issue, 

the crew used jacks to rails the loco-

motive up and drive back on the 

rails. The train went on! 

During a particularly bad tent cater-

pillar infestation, an IB&O locomo-

tive started slipping on the rails. The 

crew unhitched the cars and ran the 

locomotive up and down the line 

squashing caterpillars. With the 

newly improved trac-

tion, the train contin-

ued!  

KNITTING CLUB 
No Experience Necessary! 

1 pm 
Thursdays 

St. James Anglican Church 

Crego Street 

Kinmount 



Page 6 

Kinmount Gazette Kinmount Committee for Planning and Economic Development 

 

² ! b ¢ 9 5 

/hb{LDba9b¢  L¢9a{  
Chw h¦¢5hhw 5L{t[!¸ ϧ {![9 

D!w59b C¦wbL¢¦w9 
[!²b ϧ D!w59b hwb!a9b¢{  9¢/  
hƴƭȅ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǘŜƳǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ 

 

Final Sale on Winter Apparel   50% Off  
 

Watch for our new Spring Menu! 

705 488 1101 

CLOSED  THURSDAYôS 

 PUBLIC SKATING  

KINMOUNT ARENA 
Fridays 7 - 9 pm 

Sundays 1 - 3 pm 

Ice Updates 705 -488 -3106  

Rentals 705 -488 -2547  

Thank you to our Volume 7 Patrons

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 7   

Send your donation to: 

Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

¶ In Memory of Norm Silver & Mike McBride 

¶ In Memory of Margaret Holman 

¶ Nancy & Brian Lemire 

¶ Patty Jones 

¶ The Langlois Family 

¶ Andrew& Marina Hodson 

¶ Miscellaneous Donations Given at Gateway General 

Store 

 
DOWNTOWN KINMOUNT 

4090 COUNTY RD. 121 

PIZZA DOUGH MADE FRESH DAILY! 

705 488 3030 

A SLICE OF THE NORTH 

SUBS - WINGS - PIZZA & MUCH MORE! 

Starting April 1, 2015 

We will be Open 7 Days a Week! 

 

Sunday to Thursday  12 pm to 8 pm 

Friday & Saturday 12 pm to 9 pm   

NEW HOURS 

Graham Hart, long time CHEX TV personality will be the guest speaker 

at the AGM of the Greater Harvey Historical Society, Sunday March 8 at 

the Lakehurst Hall. Graham has spent over 40 years on various events 

such as Campus Quiz, Easter Seals Telethon and other community events. 

The meeting starts at 2:00 pm. For further info call 705-738-0100. 



Jacobôs Ladder Falls on 

the Irondale River  

between Three Brothers 

Falls and Furnace Falls 

Spot the Shot Recaptured 
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 Kinmount Gazette  

TO THE 

$25 per year 

Make cheque payable to KCPED 

  c/o P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, Ontario K0M 2A0 

705 - 488 - 2282 or  

E-mail:  kinmountgazette@hotmail.com  

 

KINMOUNT GAZETTE COLLECTOR SETS 
Volumes 1 - 6  $20.00 each 

Available at Kinmount Artisans Marketplace 

 

WHO ARE YOUR ANCESTORS? 

GHHS of Trent Lakes has people to help you! 
ancestry.com is available for research  

Wednesday's 10 - 3 at 110 County Rd. 49 Bobcaygeon  

                            705 - 738 - 0100  

First search free then $5.00 charge applies  

unless you are a member or join at a cost of $15.00 a year.  

Large supply of books & family trees.          
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тлр-пуу-нспс 
Crystal Lake Cottagers Association celebrated Family Day at Crystal 

Lake with a sunny but cool day that included skating, curling, hockey & a 

BBQ.  
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Side Roads of Kinmount: Iron Mine Road 
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The earliest settlers in Lutterworth Township 

penetrated from 2 sources: up the Gull River 

system in the west and up the Bobcaygeon 

Road on the east side of the township. The 

earliest settlers on the east side clustered 

along the Bobcaygeon Road near Howland 

Junction. But after a few years, some enter-

prising pioneers had penetrated the south-

east corner of the township towards Davis 

Lake. The land was rough and rocky, but 

several pockets of fair farmland attracted 

homesteaders, especially along the Davis 

Lake Road, the Boundary Road between 

Somerville and Lutterworth Townships. 

The south side of the Road is the 14th Con-

cession of Somerville Township. Most of the 

settlers in this concession actually gained 

access to their properties via Kinmount or 

the Crego Lake Road. Paul Crego lived on 

Lot 2, but his homestead was actually on 

Paul Street right in the village. His neigh-

bour on Lot 4 was James McKay who actu-

ally lived along the Davis Lake Road. The 

rest of the settlers were really part of the 

Crego Lake community along the Monck 

Road and will appear in a later article on 

Wilsonôs Corners. 

There were several homesteads on the Lut-

terworth side of the Davis Lake/Boundary 

Road. John Lyle was a second generation 

resident of Galway Township who located 

on Lot 1, Concession 1 of Lutterworth, the 

north side of the Road. His brother Thomas 

Lyle also farmed on Lot 5, the spot where 

the Davis Lake Road turns due north to skirt 

around the north end of Davis Lake. The 

Lyle brothers both built large frame barns 

and were serious farmers in an area where 

ñseriousò farmers were in short supply. The 

Lyle Family had originally settled on the 

corner of the Bobcaygeon Road and Galway 

Road just south of Kinmount. 

When John Lyle retired from Lutterworth 

Township in 1929, he had served an amaz-

ing 41 consecutive years! First elected in 

1888, he was a councillor for 20 years before 

jumping to the Reeveôs chain in 1908. In that 

era of municipal government, elections were 

held every year. Only 3 times in his 21 years 

as reeve was John Lyle challenged for the 

position; the rest of the time he won the po-

sition by acclamation! A further sterling 

record in Lutterworth Township office was 

accumulated by John Hulbig Sr who served 

as township clerk for an unprecedented 53 

years! It speaks well of local council when 

its members are constantly returned to of-

fice. 

There was one two other farmers in the first 

concession of Lutterworth Township: Joseph 

Boldt who farmed on Lot 3 after 1881 when 

he was succeeded by William Boldt. Sam 

Dufty (1886) on lot 6 was followed by 

George Dufty in 1901. A small creek at the 

north end of Davis Lake provided an excel-

lent opportunity for a ñsheep washò where 

local farmers herded their sheep through the 

water to wash their fleeces before the spring 

shearing.  

Davis Lake is a very picturesque lake of 

about 300 acres in the first and second con-

cessions. It was only about 5 miles from 

Kinmount and was easily accessed by the 

Davis Lake Road. Around 1900, it became a 

popular tourist lake for Kinmount residents 

who built cottages along the east and north 

shores. Eventually more cottagers followed, 

lured by access. Cottagers could drive or 

even come by train to Kinmount and use a 

livery service. It was one of the first lakes in 

the area to acquire summer cottages.  

The second concession of Lutterworth was 

accessed from the Iron Mine Road. This side 

road branched off the Bobcaygeon Road 

between lots 5 and 6 in Concession A. It was 

built to provide an access road to the Iron 

Mines located on lot 5 in the 5th concession.  

The first 2 lots were claimed by John 

Chynoweth.  Lot 5 seems to have been a 

good farm lot for it was first claimed by 

James Bignell in 1866, followed by Charles 

Edgar and then George Swinson in 1878. 

These settlers were true farmers who located 

prior to the Iron Ore Rush of 1880. Since 

this farmstead was south of a large swamp, it 

was accessed from the Davis Lake Road. 

The road that connected the Davis Lake 

Road to the Iron Mine Road was thus called 

Swinsonôs Road.  

In 1880, iron ore was located on Lots 5 in 

the 5th and 6th concession of Lutterworth. 

One source claims it was a Thomas Baker 

from Kinmount who made the discovery 

while another source credits the ñfindò to 

Eugene Cole. The Furnace Falls-Irondale 

Iron Rush was at its height, and prospectors 

were digging holes all over the area search-

ing for the ñmother lodeò of any mineral. 

The site was only a few miles from the rail-

way at Kinmount, and this excited the locals 

to anticipate a second ñiron rushò for the 

community. The strike was acquired by 

Thomas Paxton, a mining speculator from 

Whitby who also happened to be an MPP. 

Using his influence, a ñcolonization roadò 

called the Iron Mine Road was built from 

the Bobcaygeon Road to the mine site and 

even extended west to link up with the 

Cameron Road near Minerôs Bay. (Minerôs 

Bay was not named after this strike, but had 

a much earlier history!) No records exist 

about the extent of government funding for 

this ñcolonizationò road, but suffice to say it 

never made the official government list of 

colonization roads! 

Thomas Paxton had two partners, Charles 

and William Jones who invested in the 

scheme. A number of miners were recruited 

and the Great Lutterworth Iron Rush was 

on! The mine was an open pit mine: the 

rock be blasted into pieces and teamed by 

horse and wagon to Kinmount rail station. 

The ore bed was 60 feet wide and ran 

downwards at a 45 degree angle. The ore 

was sent to Whitby Harbour by rail. From 

there it was shipped by water to smelters in 

Cleveland, Ohio. The ore was assayed as 

ñgood qualityò, perhaps better than the 

Snowdon iron ore. Eventually Paxton gath-

ered up a ship load of Lutterworth ore and 

shipped it off to Cleveland. A July 9 (1880) 

newspaper article mentions 8 railway cars 

of ore sitting at the Kinmount station, ready 

for shipment.  Then fate dealt the operation 

a mortal blow. The ore ship sank before it 

reached the Cleveland smelter. The load 

was not insured and the company couldnôt 

raise enough capital to mine another load. 

The company went broke and ceased opera-

tions.  

A second entrepreneur named Ed Parker 

appeared on the scene to lease the operation 

in 1883. He opened a new mine site and 

was employing 25 men but it seems no 

more iron ore was ever cadged to Kin-

mount. A terse news article dated July 13, 

1883 mentions Mr. Parker announced he 

was ñtravelling to Furnace Falls to see the 

new blast furnaceò. He was never seen 

again. Parker left behind unpaid wages and 

bills. Searle Scott, proprietor of the North-

ern Hotel, confiscated his trunks for debts 

owing.  So much for the Lutterworth Iron 

Rush. 

But all was not lost along the Iron Mine 

Road. As part of the original scheme, a 

large shingle mill was opened at the mine 

site. There was a ready market for wood 

product, and the mill was kept busy until it 

burnt down in the summer of 1883. It was 

rebuilt in 1884 and the population of  

Continued  p. 17 
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Kidsô Corner   
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6:30pm -8pm 
Meet at  

Kinmount 

Community 

Centre 
Sponsored by 

The Kinmount 

Guiding Unit 

 

Monday March 16 

 

Snow, Rain 

or shine! 

MARCH BREAK  
AT THE LIBRARY 
The Write Picture 
Thursday March 19 

Story writing for kids  

7 ï11 years old 

11 am & 12 pm 

Registration Required 

Call 705-488-3199 

 

 

 

Flower Arranging 
2 pm Thursday March 19 

Kinmount Sparks, Brownies 

& Guides at their recent 

Badge Ceremony. The girls 

are active in the communi-

ty. So far this year they 

made scarecrows to deco-

rate the town for Thanks-

giving, made treats for the 

Family Halloween Party, 

took part in the Remem-

brance Day Service, gone 

Christmas Carolling 

around town & at the Tree 

Lighting Ceremony, & 

made Valentines for Vets.  

MARCH BREAK 

CRAFTS FOR KIDS 
Wednesday March 18 

9:30 am - 11:30am 
Kinmount  

Community Centre 

 

This free event is sponsored by the 

Kinmount Artisans Guild 
Advance Registration Preferred 

Call 705-488-2938  

 
ANNUAL 

EASTER  

EGG  

HUNT 

 

1 pm SHARP! 
Saturday April 4 

AUSTIN SAWMILL PARK 

 

Bring your own baskets! 

More fun at 

Kinmount Winterfest 


