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In 1867 the Dominion of Canada controlled 

a very small area of land: basically the wa-

tershed of the St Lawrence ï Great Lakes 

basin and the Atlantic seaboard. Newfound-

land had refused to have any role, opting for 

remaining a British colony. PEI did the 

same. British Columbia had not been ap-

proached. The rest of the future country was 

a unorganized wilderness. But JAM the Man 

had a plan to extend the boundaries from 

ñsea to seaò and he was the man to do it! His 

first approach was to the Hudsonôs Bay 

Company which ruled more than half the 

country! King Charles had granted a charter 

way back in 1670 to this fur trading outfit 

and since then the HBC basically 

ñcontrolledò a huge amount of territory. The 

HBC was not in the business or governing, 

and was worried about American whiskey 

traders infiltrating the border from the south. 

The USA had annexed Texas and California 

by sheer numbers, and the HBC could see a 

pattern coming! Willing seller met willing 

buyer and JAM persuaded the HBC to sell 

its holdings (called Rupertôs Land) to the 

new Dominion of Canada for $1.5 mil-

lion. It was the greatest real estate trans-

action in history! All sides were pleased 

with the deal except for the Americans 

(so what!) and the Metis of Red River 

who feared the new regimeôs intentions. 

The poor natives were unaware of the 

whole issue. In 1869, Canada took own-

ership of Rupertôs Land and more than 

doubled the land area of the Dominion! 

The British Government was so happy, 

they loaned Canada the money. 

JAM the Manôs plans for the newly 

christened Northwest Territories were 

clear. The takeover made it possible to 

approach British Columbia about joining 

Canada. The transcontinental railway 

(named the National Dream) was not 

practical. And all those unoccupied acres 

was a farmerôs dream! The Metis at Red 

River under the leadership of Louis Riel 

were not so pleased and set up their own 

republic. The subsequent Red River Re-

bellion was suppressed and the province  

of Manitoba created in 1870.  

Continued on p. 3 
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Friends and Neighbours:  Rathburn 
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The community of Rathburn 

grew up in eastern Rama 

Township along the Monck 

Road. The area was blessed 

with good farmland, but the 

key to its early prosperity was 

the lumber trade. Only a few 

miles to the west was the 

shore of Lake Couchiching 

and the massive mills at 

Longford Mills. These mills 

provided a ready market for 

both logs and supplies for the 

lumbermen. The Monck 

Road, which ran from Orillia 

to Bancroft (and through Kin-

mount), passed through the 

area and literally founded 

Rathburn. The lumber compa-

nies operating throughout 

Dalton, Carden and Longford 

Townships supplied their 

shanties via the Monck Road 

and thus huge numbers of 

teams cadging supplies passed 

along the Monck Road 

through Rathburn. To service 

this traffic, a hotel and black-

smith shop were set up and 

became the hamlet of 

Rathburn. The hamlet was 

called an ñoasis in the midst 

of a desertò. The reader is left 

to wonder what the desert 

consisted of: trees, snow, etc? 

The nearest hotels were 

Atherley to the west and 

Sebright to the east. One old-

timer recalled seeing cadging 

teams lined up for Ĳ of a mile 

along the Monck Road wait-

ing for the Blacksmith or to 

get stabled in the hotel.  

In 1872 a post office was granted 

to the community and the name 

Rathburn was selected. The 

name belonged to the Rathburn 

Lumber Company which was 

active in the area. This lumber 

company actually operated in 

Deseronto, a long way away on 

Lake Ontario and on a totally 

different watershed. But the 

company did have a few timber 

limits in the area and lent its 

name to the Rama hamlet. The 

actual family name was 

ñRathbunò, but somehow an ñrò 

added to the title made the name 

more palatable to the tongue. 

The demise of the lumber trade 

killed traffic along the Monck 

Road and the community fell 

back on its agricultural roots. In 

1959 the old general store and 

post office were consumed by 

fire. The post office closed in 

1967.  

 

The Canadian Northern Railway 

ran through the area, but a sta-

tion was not set up until 1907, 

other stations being used to this 

point. In this year, a meeting of 

the local residents was set up to 

inquire about having a local sta-

tion, named the Monck Road 

Station at Rathburn. The CNR 

offered to build a station house 

and stock pens, while the grain 

dealers Proctor & Dobson from 

Beaverton would set up a grain 

elevator. A group of local farm-

ers formed a share company to 

set up a scales for weighing live-

stock and produce. The deal was 

sealed and Rathburn had itself a 

railway station! Residents from 

as far away as Sebright could 

now use the railway.  

 

The Rathburn community had 

several small satellite communi-

ties. Fairvalley was just west of 

Rathburn and had a United 

Church which was destroyed by 

fire in 1933. OôConnells was a 

school section also to the west.  

 

Today there are no businesses in 

the hamlet, just a sign among the 

farms.  
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To police the NWT, Macdonald 

created the NorthWest Mounted 

Police (now the RCMP) and a Ca-

nadian legend was born. British 

Columbia was impressed with the 

offer of a railway link, and both-

ered also by American expansion, 

gladly joined Confederation. PEI 

reconsidered Confederation when 

JAM the Man offered them cash to 

pay their debts and joined Canada 

in 1873. And now the plan for a 

transcontinental railway was start-

ed. The future looked bright. 

Macdonald was ejected from office 

in 1874 by the Pacific Scandal. So 

anxious was JAM to get the Na-

tional Dream started, money 

changed hands and the government 

fell. For 5 years the country drifted 

leaderless until the return of JAM 

150 Years of Canadian History, Part II 

 

the Man in 1879. He reinvig-

orated the railway, made a 

deal with Mother Britain for 

the arctic territories and fin-

ished rounding out Canadaôs 

borders to its present day 

boundaries; except for New-

foundland. Macdonald also 

put tariffs on American 

goods, fostering Canadian 

industry. Canadian compa-

nies such as Massey-Harris 

Machinery flourished under 

his National Policy and Can-

ada grew in population, 

wealth and self-confidence.  

 

 

 

Clockwise from left: 

Sir John A. Macdon-

ald 1st Prime Minister 

of Canada; Map of Canada 

in 1867 

 

        CHARLIE CAMERON   

Heating & Cooling 
Sales - Service - Installation - Inspection 
Oil, Propane & Gas Furnaces & Appliances 

Air Conditioning, Water Pumps, Etc. 
Excellent Prices on Double Bottom Oil Tanks 

            
(705) 928-0334    Coboconk, On 

Tell our advertisers  
you saw their ad in the  
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History of Surnames, Part II:  Irish Surnames 

Next to 
Remedyôs Rx 

The Irish surnames operated on a slightly 

different formula than the English system. 

Being of Gaelic heritage, almost all Irish 

surnames used the ñson ofò system of last 

names. There were two typical types of 

surames; the most common beginning 

with ñOò meaning son of. Another com-

mon type was ñMacò also meaning ñson 

ofò. This clan system was also common in 

the other Gaelic-speaking area of the Brit-

ish Isles: Scotland. But that is another 

story. 

The English (or rather the Anglo-

Normans) invaded Ireland in the 1100s, 

and the history of Ireland was radically 

changed. These invaders spoke primarily 

English, and the old Gaelic surnames 

were real tongue-tiers. So the new rulers 

anglicized the Irish surnames. This in-

volved two changes: removing the ñOò 

prefix from in front of the names (or the 

ñMacò) and simplifying the spelling of 

the actual names.  

Thus OôSuileahbean became simplified to 

Sullivan. (I have left off the circumlexes 

over many of the letters because our type-

writers donôt have them!). Most of the old 

Irish names were changed in this way, 

and the prefix ñOò became less used. The 

prefix ñMacò was largely kept in use be-

cause of the Scottish influence.  

Here is a partial list of common Irish sur-

names: 

BOYLE     From Irish č Baoighill mean-

ing "descendant of Baoigheall". 

BRADY     Irish Anglicized form of the 

Irish name č Br§daigh meaning 

"descendant of BRĆDACH". 

BUCKLEY     From Irish č Buachalla 

meaning "descendant of Buachaill", a 

nickname meaning "cowherd, servant". 

CALLAGHAN    Anglicized form of 

Irish č Ceallach§in meaning "descendant 

of CEALLACHĆN". 

CAREY    Anglicized form of Irish č 

Ciardha meaning "descendant of 

CIARDHA". 

COLLINS  Anglicized form of č 

COILEĆIN.  

DOHERTY     From the Irish č Dochartaigh 

meaning "descendant of Dochartach". The 

byname Dochartach means "obstructive 

DOYLE   From the Irish č Dubhghaill, 

which means "descendant of DUB-

HGHALL".  

DUFFY   Derived from Irish č Dubhthaigh 

meaning "descendant of DUBHTHACH".  

FLANAGAN     From Irish č Flannag§in 

meaning "descendant of Flannag§n". Flan-

nag§n is a given name meaning "red".  

HEFFERNAN   From Irish č hIfearn§in 

meaning "descendant of Ifearn§n". The by-

name Ifearn§n means "little demon". 

HICKEY    Anglicized form of Irish č hĉc-

idhe meaning "descendant of the healer". 

HIGGINS   From Irish č hUiginn which 

means "descendant of Uiginn". Uiginn is a 

byname meaning "Viking". 

KELLY  Anglicized form of Irish č Ceal-

laigh meaning "descendant of CEALLACH". 

KENNEDY     From the Irish name č Cin-

n®idigh meaning "descendant of CEN-

N£TIG". 

MOLLOY     Anglicized form of č 

MAOLMHUAIDH or č MAOL AODHA 

MURPHY     Anglicized form of Irish č 

Murchadha meaning "descendant of MUR-

CHADH 

QUINN     Anglicized form of Irish č Cuinn 

meaning "descendant of CONN 

RYAN    Anglicized form of č RIAIN, or 

else a simplified form of MULRYAN. 

WHELAN    Anglicized form of Irish č 

Faol§in meaning "descendant of FAOLĆN". 

 

Some ñOò prefixes were kept, even if the last 

names were anglicized. Examples are  

O'REILLY     Anglicized form of č 

RAGHAILLIGH. 

O'TOOLE    Anglicized form of Irish č 

Tuathail meaning "descendant of TU-

ATHAL". 

Trying to pronounce the original Irish-

Gaelic versions leads the reader to under-

stand the Anglicization process! 

The prefix ñMacò was common in Ire-

land. Some surnames included: 

MCGEE     Anglicized form of MAC AO-

DHA. 

MCGUINNESS     Anglicized form of 

Irish Mag Aonghuis meaning "son of 

AONGHUS". 

MCGUIRE    Anglicized form of Irish 

Mag Uidhir meaning "son of Odhar", a 

given name meaning "pale-coloured". 

Sometimes the surnames had the spelling 

further modified by changing the ñcò into 

an ñaò such as Maguire and Magee.  

 

The cultural invasion from Great Britain 

also left a number of new surnames 

among the Irish. A good examples are 

surnames starting with ñfitzò. This was a 

Norman-French (more Norman than 

French!) that also means ñson ofò. Exam-

ples include  

FITZGERALD     Means "son of GER-

ALD" in Anglo-Norman French. It was 

brought to Ireland with William the Con-

queror. 

FITZPATRICK     Means "son of PAT-

RICK" in Anglo-Norman French. 

FITZSIMMONS    Means "son of Sim-

mons" or "son of SIMON" in Anglo-

Norman French. 

Later waves of (Gaelic) Scots added their 

surnames, mostly using the ñMcò prefix 

also meaning ñson ofò. The Highland 

Scots were actually early immigrants 

from Ireland who favoured the ñMcò over 

the ñOò prefix. Some examples : 
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History of Surnames, cont. from p.3 

(later) Scottish heritage. Many of 

these settlers came to Ireland 

under English emigration 

schemes and were largely settled 

in Northern Ireland and were 

Protestants or Orangemen.  

Further English surnames were 

added to the Irish list with such 

surnames as  

BURKE    Derived from Middle 

English burgh meaning "fortress, 

fortification, castle". It was 

brought to Ireland in the 12th 

century by the Norman invader 

William FitzAdelm de Burgo. 

BUTLER    Occupational name 

derived from Norman French 

butiller "wine steward", ulti-

mately from Late Latin butticula 

"bottle".  

MITCHELL     English, Derived 

from the given name MI-

CHAEL. 

MOFFETT     From a place 

name in Scotland meaning "long 

field". 

NEVILLE     From a Norman 

French place name meaning 

MCCONNELL    Derived from 

Gaelic Mac Domhnaill (see 

MACDONALD). 

MCCORMICK    From Gaelic 

Mac Cormaic meaning "son of 

CORMAC". 

MCCRACKEN    Anglicized 

form of Gaelic Mac Reachtain, 

Ulster variant of MAC 

NEACHTAIN. 

MCCRAE    From the Gaelic 

Mag Raith meaning "son of 

Rath", a given name meaning 

"prosperity" or "grace". 

MCMAHON    Anglicized 

form of Mac Mathghamhna 

meaning "son of 

MATHGHAMHAIN". 

MCMANUS    Anglicized 

form of Gaelic Mac Maghnuis 

meaning "son of MĆGHNUS". 

MCNAB     Anglicized form of 

Gaelic Mac an Aba meaning 

"son of the abbot". 

MCKAY     Anglicized form of 

MAC AODHA. 

Most of these surnames were 

also common in Scotland. The 

ñMcò prefix often identified 
Continued page 6. 
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The Galwegians 

& Farms, Buildings / Homesteads / 

Churches / Schools / Stores / 

Lodges / Marina / Dance Hall, 

Galway Hall (past & Present), 

Lumber camps / sawmill / Hunting 

camps, Recreation : boating / ice 

fishing / transportation, Communi-

ty Events / Celebrations / Derbies, 

and the Kinmount Fair.  

The ñFriends of Galwayò mission 

statement is very simple- ñPAST 2 

PRESENT 4 FUTUREò. We are 

the connection to our past and 

hope to collect, gather, and record 

photos and stories to ensure the 

history of Galway is preserved. If 

you wish to share your pictures 

and/or stories, bring your photos to 

the Galway Hall on Wednesdays 

(10 a.m. ï 2 p.m.) for scanning, or 

contact Cheryl (705-488-2724) for 

pick up or on-site scanning.  

On Friday, February 10th, the 

ñFriends of Galwayò met at the Gal-

way Hall. Despite the snowy weath-

er, eleven ófriendsô attended. The 

focus of this meeting was to explore 

the feasibility of creating a display of 

Galway and Kinmount history for 

the Pioneer Tent at the 2017 Kin-

mount Fair.  

The consensus was that this was a 

ódo-ableô project and a fitting under-

taking for Canadaôs 150th celebra-

tions. Following some brain storm-

ing, a list of possible story board 

ideas was recorded. These ideas in-

clude: Post offices / Schools / Home-

steads / Roads and Maps. 

FOG is also looking for pictures/

photos to be displayed at the Fair. 

Pictures/photos can include the fol-

lowing ideas:  Family / Individuals,  

Landmarks / Aerial shots of homes 

Do you have an artistic or crafting talent? 

Are you interested in retailing your creations? 

KINMOUNT ARTISANS MARKETPLACE  
Lower Level Kinmount Community Centre  

705-488-2938 
Check us out on Facebook!  

Need help getting ready for Christmas? 

References Available 
VOLUME 9 IS HERE!  

 
 

 

Thank you to our Volume 9 Patrons 

 Marjorie Paradis  Joe McGee 

 The Lemire Family   Mary Jane & Gerald Tyndale  

 Buck & Janice Thibideau The Harbinson Family 

 Anonymous   Bonnie  

 The Pearson Family 

The Kinmount Gazette is a non profit monthly publication  

produced by volunteers & is financially dependant  

on support through advertising & donations. 

Would You Like to be a Gazette Patron? 
Support the Kinmount Gazette Volume 8  

Send your donation to: Kinmount Gazette, c/o KCPED 

P.O. Box 17, Kinmount, On  K0M 2A0  

Make cheques payable to K.C.P.E.D.    

"new town". 

ROWE     Means "dweller by a row 

of hedges or houses" from Middle 

English row. Some examples of the 

name are derived from the medieval 

name Row, which is either a variant 

of ROLLO or ROLAND. 

WALLACE    Means "foreigner, 

stranger" from the Norman French 

waleis. It was often used to denote 

native Welsh and Bretons.  

WALSH    Means "Celtic", from 

Middle English walsche 

"foreigner" (related to Welsh). 

Unlike the English surnames 

which were widely distributed over 

the country, Irish names tended to 

be more concentrated because they 

were often tribal-based. Over the 

years, the Irish names were spread 

out over all Ireland, and overseas. 

Gradually by force and by assimi-

lation, the Irish-Gaelic language 

largely disappeared and was re-

placed by English. This meant 

Irish surnames were also 

ñanglicizedò to their present-day 

History of Surnames, continued from p. 5 
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Councillorôs Corner by Gord Miller 

Hello Everyone. Happy March. I 

hope you are all making it through 

the winter season in fine form. Iôve 

been asked by several people to do 

some more quotes this month, so 

here you goé 

ñIt was one of those March days 

when the sun shines hot and the 

wind blows cold: when it is sum-

mer in the light, and winter in the 

shade.ò - Charles Dickens 

"March is a month of considerable 

frustration - it is so near spring and 

yet across a great deal of the coun-

try the weather is still so violent 

and changeable that outdoor activi-

ty in our yards seems light years 

away." - Thalassa Cruso 

ñThen you should say 

what you mean,' the 

March Hare went on. `I 

do,' Alice hastily replied; `at least - 

at least I mean what I say - that's 

the same thing, you know.ò - Lewis 

Carroll 

Still lotôs going on around town ï 

enjoy! 

March 13 - Pot of Gold Hunt for 

kids, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Meet 

Kinmount Community Centre. 

Sponsored by Kinmount Brownies. 

March 15 - Big Buck Bid Euchre 

11:00 a.m. at Kinmount Legion. 

March 18 - Friends of the Library 

Book Sale, 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. at 

Library. 

Kawartha 

THERAPY 

James Sandford 

Registered Massage Therapist 

705-328-3668 

Specializing in MVAôs, Back & Neck Pain, Sports Injuries 

Offering Ultrasound and Laser Treatments * WSIB 
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Bill Dunbar 

Page 8 

thought in Kinmount that they had 

gone there, and no uneasiness was 

felt though Saturday and Sunday 

had passed away and they did not 

return; but on Monday morning the 

bar-tender asked Mr Pym, conduc-

tor on the train from the north, to 

tell Dunbar if he saw him in Lind-

say, that he had better go home, as 

a man was to call and look at his 

hotel with a view of buying it. 

When the train reached Lindsay Mr 

Pym began to make inquiries and 

soon learned that Dunbar and Cot-

tingham were not there and had not 

been at the Omemee Races, and 

then, for the first time, premoni-

tions of what had occurred began to 

be felt.  

Acquaintances in Peterborough and 

Bobcaygeon were immediately 

interrogated by wire and it was 

ascertained that the missing men 

had left Peterborough on Thursday 

evening and had not reached Bob-

caygeon, the fear that they were 

drowned was changed to almost a 

certainty. Both of them had rela-

tives in Peterborough, and on Mon-

day afternoon Mr Charles Dunbar, 

accompanied by Mr Cavanagh, 

hotel-keeper, left that town in a 

cutter, took the ice at Bridgenorth, 

and drove to Gannonôs Narrows 

between Pigeon and Mud Lakes, 

where they saw William Dunbarôs 

team and cutter floating in shallow 

water, into which they had appar-

ently drifted, but too far off to be 

reached without a boat.  

A subsequent examination of the 

track showed that the horses were 

going at a great pace when they 

reached the narrows as the marks of 

their feet were wide apart, and their 

shoe caulks had been driven into 

the ice as far as they could go. The 

body of Cottingham was recovered 

on Tuesday afternoon and that of 

Dunbar on Wednesday and they 

were both buried at Kinmount on 

yesterday. Dunbar, who was a mid-

dle-aged man, leaves a wife and 

one child well provided for as he 

had considerable property, and sev-

eral thousand dollars of insurance. 

William ñBillò Dunbar was a 

famous character around Kin-

mount in the late 1800s. He had 

been a hotel-keeper at Union 

Creek for many years before 

moving into Kinmount. He pur-

chased the Victoria Hotel on the 

Main St of Kinmount from the 

estate of the late John Saul Little 

in 1883. The operation was locat-

ed on lot 3, east side of Main St, 

where the Post Office now 

stands. The Victoria Hotel was 

destroyed in the Great Fire of 

1890. But Bill Dunbar rebuilt the 

Hotel using a $6,500 mortgage. 

The new and improved business 

featured a main structure 30ô x 

60ô which featured a parlour-

meeting room, a sample room 

(for travelling salesmen to dis-

play their wares), a billiard room, 

a bar room and a restaurant. The 

upstairs had 20 rooms for travel-

lers. A 30ôX40ô kitchen services 

restaurant patrons. Between the 

river bank and the hotel were 

sundry accommodations for 35 

teams of horses. Clearly the Ho-

tel was designed to cater to team-

sters supplying the lumber shan-

ties further north. 

Dunbar was well respected in the 

community. He was a community 

leader who was involved in most 

community events.  He was very 

much a man of the times:  a crack 

shot, avid hunter and horse racing 

fanatic. The latter hobby led to 

his demise. The following article 

is taken from the pages of the 

Fenelon Falls Gazette on Friday 

February 2, 1894.  

Melancholy Drowning Accident 

ñWith much regret this week we 

record the untimely end of Wil-

liam Dunbar, hotel-keeper, and 

Robert Cottingham, blacksmith, 

two well known residents of  the 

village of Kinmount who attend-

ed the Peterboro Races last week 

and left Forbertôs Hotel at Brid-

genorth in a cutter drawn by two 

horses about 8:30 on Thursday 

night and were not afterwards 

seen alive. As the Omemee Races  

were held on Friday, it was 

 

 

 

 

LLOYDôS Driveway Sealing 
Driveway Sealing & Crack Repairs  

Small Parking Lots  
Kawartha Lakes & Surrounding Area  

Lloyd Heacock  

705 -879 -2619  

lloyd250yz@yahoo.com  

 

Stu McGee & Sons 
 

HARDWOOD FLOORING 

 

Sanding - Refinishing - Repairs - Staining 

Supplied and Installed 
 

   R.R. #3, CAVAN   (705) 944 - 5529 

     (905) 434 - 0311 

Open 7 A.M. - 2 P.M. 

Thursday - Monday 
3290 County Road # 121 Burnt River 

705-488-3233 

 

VICTORIA PONY CLUB  

TRIVIA NIGHT &  
LOONIE AUCTION  

SATURDAY, March 4  
Galway Hall  

Continued  page 14 
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Kidsô Corner   

SCOTT GARDNER & 

WALTER THE GUITAR 
Thursday March 16  

11 am ð noon  

Kinmount Library  

 

 

MARCH BREAK 

CRAFTS  
FOR KIDS 

Wednesday March 15 

10 am - 11:30 am 
Kinmount  

Community Centre 

This free event is sponsored by the 

Kinmount Artisans Guild 
Advance Registration Preferred 

Call 705-488-2938  

 

CHOCOLATE & VANILLA  
CLASSIC 

GIRL GUIDE  
COOKIES  

ON SALE SOON! 

 

Kinmount Guiding Unit fun with 

First Aid thanks to First Aider 

Trish Gautreau. 

1.  Most of the worldôs Maple Syr-

up is produced in Quebec. 

TRUE  FALSE 

2. The Sugar maple is the best tree 

for producing Maple Syrup. 

TRUE  FALSE 

3.  A tree must be 50 cm (20 inch-

es) before it is tapped to collect sap. 

TRUE  FALSE 

4.  A tree must be at least 20 years 

old before it is tapped to collect 

sap. 

TRUE  FALSE 

5.  The season for collecting sap is 

4 to 6 weeks? 

TRUE  FALSE 

6.  Each tap in a mature tree pro-

duces about 40 litres (10 gallons) 

of sap. 

TRUE  FALSE 

7.  The same hole can be used each 

year to collect sap. 

TRUE  FALSE 

8.  About 100 litres of sap is used 

to produce 1 litre of maple syrup. 

TRUE  FALSE 

 

9.  Pure Maple Syrup has only 1 

ingredient, sap.  

TRUE  FALSE 

10.  Maple Syrup has more 

calcium than milk and more 

potassium than bananas.  

TRUE  FALSE 

Maple Syrup True or False? ANSWERS TO QUIZ 

1. TRUE 

2. TRUE 

3. FALSE Correct 

Answer 25 cm (10 

inches)  

4. FALSE Correct 

Answer 40 years  

5. TRUE 

6. TRUE 

7. FALSE 

8. FALSE Correct 

Answer 40 litres  

9. TRUE 

10. TRUE 


